
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S205 January 23, 2008 
The message also announced that the 

House has agreed to the following con-
current resolution, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H. Con. Res. 279. Concurrent resolution 
providing for a conditional adjournment of 
the House of Representatives. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 3:29 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bills, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 409. An act to amend title 23, United 
States Code, to direct the Secretary of 
Transportation to establish national tunnel 
inspection standards for the proper safety in-
spection and evaluation of all highway tun-
nels, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 3720. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 424 Clay Avenue in Waco, Texas, as the 
‘‘Army PFC Juan Alonso Covarrubias Post 
Office Building’’. 

H.R. 3988. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 3701 Altamesa Boulevard in Fort Worth, 
Texas, as the ‘‘Master Sergeant Kenneth N. 
Mack Post Office Building’’. 

H.R. 4211. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 725 Roanoke Avenue in Roanoke Rapids, 
North Carolina, as the ‘‘Judge Richard B. 
Allsbrook Post Office’’. 

The message also announced that the 
House has agreed to the following con-
current resolution, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H. Con. Res. 198. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress that the 
United States has a moral responsibility to 
meet the need of those persons, groups and 
communities that are impoverished, dis-
advantaged or otherwise in poverty. 

The message further announced that 
the House agrees to the amendment of 
the Senate to the bill (H.R. 3432) to es-
tablish the Commission on the Aboli-
tion of the Transatlantic Slave Trade. 

The message also announced that the 
House of Representatives having pro-
ceeded to reconsider the bill (H.R. 3963) 
to amend title XXI of the Social Secu-
rity Act to extend and improve the 
Children’s Health Insurance Program, 
and for other purposes, returned by the 
President of the United States with his 
objections, to the House of Representa-
tives, in which it originated, it was re-
solved that the said bill do not pass, 
two-thirds of the House of Representa-
tives not agreeing to pass the same. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bills were read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 409. An act to amend title 23, United 
States Code, to direct the Secretary of 
Transportation to establish national tunnel 
inspection standards for the proper safety in-
spection and evaluation of all highway tun-
nels, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

H.R. 3720. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 424 Clay Avenue in Waco, Texas, as the 

‘‘Army PFC Juan Alonso Covarrubias Post 
Office Building’’; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

H.R. 3988. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 3701 Altamesa Boulevard in Fort Worth, 
Texas, as the ‘‘Master Sergeant Kenneth N. 
Mack Post Office Building’’; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

H.R. 4211. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 725 Roanoke Avenue in Roanoke Rapids, 
North Carolina, as the ‘‘Judge Richard B. 
Allsbrook Post Office’’; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

The following concurrent resolution 
was read, and referred as indicated: 

H. Con. Res. 198. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress that the 
United States has a moral responsibility to 
meet the needs of those persons, groups and 
communities that are impoverished, dis-
advantaged or otherwise in poverty; to the 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

f 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR 

The following bill was read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar: 

H.R. 4040. An act to establish consumer 
product safety standards and other safety re-
quirements for children’s products and to re-
authorize and modernize the Consumer Prod-
uct Safety Commission. 

f 

ENROLLED BILLS PRESENTED 

The Secretary of the Senate reported 
that on December 21, 2007, she had pre-
sented to the President of the United 
States the following enrolled bills: 

S. 1396. An act to authorize a major med-
ical facility project to modernize inpatient 
wards at the Department of Veterans Affairs 
Medical Center in Atlanta, Georgia. 

S. 1896. An act to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
11 Central Street in Hillsborough, New 
Hampshire, as the ‘‘Officer Jeremy Todd 
Charron Post Office’’. 

S. 1916. An act to amend the Public Health 
Service Act to modify the program for the 
sanctuary system for surplus chimpanzees by 
terminating the authority for the removal of 
chimpanzees from the system for research 
purposes. 

S. 2271. An act to authorize State and local 
governments to divest assets in companies 
that conduct business operations in Sudan, 
to prohibit United States Government con-
tracts with such companies, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 2488. An act to promote accessibility, ac-
countability, and openness in Government 
by strengthening section 552 of title 5, 
United States Code (commonly referred to as 
the Freedom of Information Act), and for 
other purposes. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–4607. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary of the Army (Civil Works), 

transmitting, pursuant to law, an annual re-
port on civil works activities for fiscal year 
2006; to the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works. 

EC–4608. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Associate Administrator, Office 
of the Administrator, Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Dimethenamid; 
Pesticide Tolerance’’ (FRL No. 8342–7) re-
ceived on January 2, 2008; to the Committee 
on Environment and Public Works. 

EC–4609. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Associate Administrator, Office 
of the Administrator, Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Fluroxypyr; 
Pesticide Tolerance’’ (FRL No. 8343–2) re-
ceived on January 2, 2008; to the Committee 
on Environment and Public Works. 

EC–4610. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Associate Administrator, Office 
of the Administrator, Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Regulation of 
Oil-Bearing Hazardous Secondary Materials 
From the Petroleum Refining Industry Proc-
essed in a Gasification System to Produce 
Synthesis Gas’’ ((RIN2050–AE78)(FRL No. 
8511–5)) received on January 2, 2008; to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC–4611. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Associate Administrator, Office 
of the Administrator, Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Revisions to 
Consolidated Federal Air Rule; Correction’’ 
((RIN2060–A045)(FRL No. 8511–7)) received on 
January 2, 2008; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works. 

EC–4612. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Associate Administrator, Office 
of Policy, Economics and Innovation, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Approval and Promulgation of Air Quality 
Implementation Plans; Virginia; Clean Air 
Interstate Rule Budget Trading Program’’ 
(FRL No. 8510–3) received on December 20, 
2007; to the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works. 

EC–4613. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Associate Administrator, Office 
of Policy, Economics and Innovation, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Approval and Promulgation of Implementa-
tion Plans and Designation of Areas for Air 
Quality Planning Purposes; North Carolina; 
Redesignation of the Raleigh-Durham-Chap-
el Hill 8-Hour Ozone Nonattainment Area to 
Attainment for Ozone’’ (FRL No. 8510–4) re-
ceived on December 20, 2007; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

EC–4614. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Associate Administrator, Office 
of Policy, Economics and Innovation, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Approval and Promulgation of State Plans 
for Designated Facilities and Pollutants; 
Iowa; Clean Air Mercury Rule’’ (FRL No. 
8510–6) received on December 20, 2007; to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC–4615. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Associate Administrator, Office 
of Policy, Economics and Innovation, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Aspergillus Flavus AF36 on Corn; Tem-
porary Exemption From the Requirement of 
a Tolerance’’ (FRL No. 8342–1) received on 
December 20, 2007; to the Committee on En-
vironment and Public Works. 

EC–4616. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Associate Administrator, Office 
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of Policy, Economics and Innovation, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Etoxazole; Pesticide Tolerance’’ (FRL No. 
8342–8) received on December 20, 2007; to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC–4617. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Associate Administrator, Office 
of Policy, Economics and Innovation, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Partial Removal of Direct Final Rule and 
Revision of the Nonroad Diesel Technical 
Amendments and Tier 3 Technical Relief 
Provision’’ ((RIN2060–A037)(FRL No. 8509–9)) 
received on December 20, 2007; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

EC–4618. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Associate Administrator, Office 
of Policy, Economics and Innovation, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Protection of Stratospheric Ozone: Exten-
sion of Global Laboratory and Analytical 
Use Exemption for Essential Class I Ozone- 
Depleting Substances’’ ((RIN2060–AO28)(FRL 
No. 8510–9)) received on December 20, 2007; to 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC–4619. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Associate Administrator, Office 
of Policy, Economics and Innovation, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Protection of Stratospheric Ozone: The 2008 
Critical Use Exemption From the Phaseout 
of Methyl Bromide’’ ((RIN2060–AO30)(FRL 
No. 8510–8)) received on December 20, 2007; to 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC–4620. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Associate Administrator, Office 
of Policy, Economics and Innovation, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Revisions to the California State Imple-
mentation Plan, Monterey Bay Unified Air 
Pollution Control District and San Joaquin 
Valley Air Pollution Control District’’ (FRL 
No . 8509–8) received on December 20, 2007; to 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC–4621. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Associate Administrator, Office 
of Policy, Economics and Innovation, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Revisions to the Continuous Emissions 
Monitoring Rule for the Acid Rain Program, 
NOx Budget Trading Program, Clean Air 
Interstate Rule, and the Clean Air Mercury 
Rule’’ ((RIN2060–AN16)(FRL No. 8511–1)) re-
ceived on December 20, 2007; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

EC–4622. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Office of Legislative Affairs, 
Department of State, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the certification of proposed licenses 
for the export of two commercial commu-
nications satellites to French Guiana; to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–4623. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Office of Legislative Affairs, 
Department of State, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the certification of a proposed license 
for the export of defense articles relative to 
the application of brushless motors and cable 
systems to Sweden and Italy; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–4624. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Office of Legislative Affairs, 
Department of State, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the certification of a proposed agree-
ment for the export of defense articles to 
Germany for the production and support of 
the Paveway weapons system; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–4625. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Office of Legislative Affairs, 
Department of State, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the certification of a proposed agree-
ment for the export of Up-Armored High Mo-
bility Multipurpose Wheeled Vehicles to 
Iraq; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 

EC–4626. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Office of Legislative Affairs, 
Department of State, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the certification of a proposed tech-
nical assistance agreement for the export of 
technical data to South Korea to support the 
manufacture of HMPT500 Series Trans-
missions; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 

EC–4627. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Office of Legislative Affairs, 
Department of State, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the certification of a proposed manu-
facturing license agreement for the transfer 
of hardware to Greece and Israel for the 
manufacture of High Mobility Multipurpose 
Wheeled Vehicles; to the Committee on For-
eign Relations. 

EC–4628. A communication from the Assist-
ant Legal Adviser for Treaty Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to the 
Case-Zablocki Act, 1 U.S.C. 112b, as amended, 
the report of the texts and background state-
ments of international agreements, other 
than treaties (List 2007–286—2007–288); to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–4629. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary for Administration and Man-
agement, Department of Health and Human 
Services, transmitting, pursuant to law, an 
annual report relative to the Department’s 
competitive sourcing efforts during fiscal 
year 2007; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC–4630. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a pe-
tition that was filed on behalf of workers 
from the Y–12 Plant in Oak Ridge, Ten-
nessee, to be added to the Special Exposure 
Cohort; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC–4631. A communication from the Gen-
eral Counsel, Federal Retirement Thrift In-
vestment Board, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Partici-
pants’ Choices of TSP Funds’’ (5 CFR Part 
1601) received on January 2, 2008; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

EC–4632. A communication from the Presi-
dent, Federal Financing Bank, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the Bank’s performance 
plan for fiscal years 2007 and 2008; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

EC–4633. A communication from the Chair-
man, National Labor Relations Board, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the Semiannual 
Report of the Board’s Inspector General for 
the period of April 1, 2007 through September 
30, 2007; to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–4634. A communication from the Presi-
dent, James Madison Memorial Foundation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the Founda-
tion’s annual report for the year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2007; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–4635. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Personnel Management, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, a report relative to 
locality payments; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

EC–4636. A communication from the Ad-
ministrator, Small Business Administration, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the Semi-
annual Report of the Administration’s In-
spector General for the period of April 1, 

2007, through September 30, 2007; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

EC–4637. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Education, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the Semiannual Report of the De-
partment’s Inspector General for the period 
of April 1, 2007, through September 30, 2007; 
to the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

EC–4638. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Peace Corps, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the Semiannual Report of the In-
spector General for the period from April 1, 
2007, through September 30, 2007; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

EC–4639. A communication from the Ad-
ministrator, General Services Administra-
tion, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
relative to the Administration’s competitive 
sourcing efforts during fiscal year 2007; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

EC–4640. A communication from the Ad-
ministrator, General Services Administra-
tion, transmitting, pursuant to law, a semi-
annual report relative to the Inspector Gen-
eral’s auditing activity; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

EC–4641. A communication from the Fed-
eral Co-Chairman, Delta Regional Authority, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report rel-
ative to the Authority’s audited financial 
statements for fiscal year 2007; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

EC–4642. A communication from the Indus-
try Operations Specialist, Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, Depart-
ment of Justice, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘U.S. Muni-
tions Import List and Import Restrictions 
Applicable to Certain Countries’’ (RIN1140– 
AA29) received on January 2, 2008; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

EC–4643. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulations and Rulings Division, 
Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau, 
Department of Justice, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Re-
moval of Tobacco Products and Cigarette Pa-
pers and Tubes, Without Removal of Tax, for 
United States Use in Law Enforcement Ac-
tivities’’ (RIN1513–AA99) received on Decem-
ber 19, 2007; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary. 

EC–4644. A communication from the Chair-
man, Federal Election Commission, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, a report relative to 
the Commission’s competitive sourcing ef-
forts during fiscal year 2007; to the Com-
mittee on Rules and Administration. 

EC–4645. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Regulations Management, Department 
of Veterans Affairs, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘VA Ac-
quisition Regulation: Plain Language Re-
write’’ (RIN2900–AK78) received on January 
3, 2008; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs. 

EC–4646. A communication from the White 
House Liaison, Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a nomination for the position of Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs, received on Janu-
ary 3, 2008; to the Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs. 

EC–4647. A communication from the White 
House Liaison, Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of action on a nomination for the posi-
tion of Assistant Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs, received on January 3, 2008; to the 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

EC–4648. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Regulatory Review Group, Department 
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of Agriculture, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Regu-
latory Streamlining of the Farm Service 
Agency’s Direct Farm Loan Programs; Con-
forming Changes’’ (RIN0560–AF60) received 
on January 7, 2008; to the Committee on Ag-
riculture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

EC–4649. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Regulatory Review Group, Department 
of Agriculture, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Regu-
latory Streamlining of the Farm Service 
Agency’s Direct Farm Loan Programs; Final 
Rule’’ (RIN0560–AF60) received on January 7, 
2008; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry. 

EC–4650. A communication from the Chair-
man, National Credit Union Administration, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report rel-
ative to the Administration’s Annual Per-
formance Budget for fiscal year 2008; to the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs. 

EC–4651. A communication from the Chief 
Counsel, Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, Department of Homeland Security, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Suspension of Community 
Eligibility’’ (72 FR 68748) received on Janu-
ary 8, 2008; to the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–4652. A communication from the Chief 
Counsel, Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, Department of Homeland Security, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Suspension of Community 
Eligibility’’ (72 FR 68750) received on Janu-
ary 8, 2008; to the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–4653. A communication from the Chief 
Counsel, Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, Department of Homeland Security, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Changes in Flood Elevation 
Determinations’’ (72 FR 67663) received on 
January 8, 2008; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–4654. A communication from the Chief 
Counsel, Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, Department of Homeland Security, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Final Flood Elevation Deter-
minations’’ (72 FR 68752) received on January 
8, 2008; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–4655. A communication from the Sec-
retary, Bureau of Certification and Licens-
ing, Federal Maritime Commission, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Filing of Proof of Financial Re-
sponsibility’’ (FMC Docket No. 07–06) re-
ceived on January 8, 2008; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–4656. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Energy, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a report relative to the use of Federal 
power allocations by Indian tribes; to the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

EC–4657. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Allocation of Pre-
paid Qualified Mortgage Insurance Pre-
miums for 2007’’ (Notice 2008–15) received on 
January 14, 2008; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

EC–4658. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘2007 Section 832 
Salvage Discount Factors’’ (Rev. Proc. 2008– 
11) received on January 23, 2008; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

EC–4659. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services, trans-

mitting, pursuant to law, a report relative to 
projects that will be conducted under the 
Medicare Hospital Gainsharing Demonstra-
tion; to the Committee on Finance. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
JANUARY 22, 2008 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Mr. LEAHY, from the Committee on 
the Judiciary: 

Report to accompany S. 2248, An original 
bill to amend the Foreign Intelligence Sur-
veillance Act of 1978, to modernize and 
streamline the provisions of that Act, and 
for other purposes (Rept. No. 110–258). 

By Mrs. BOXER, from the Committee on 
Environment and Public Works, without 
amendment: 

H.R. 735. A bill to designate the Federal 
building under construction at 799 First Ave-
nue in New York, New York, as the ‘‘Ronald 
H. Brown United States Mission to the 
United Nations Building’’. 

S. 862. A bill to designate the Federal 
building located at 210 Walnut Street in Des 
Moines, Iowa, as the ‘‘Neal Smith Federal 
Building’’. 

S. 1189. A bill to designate the Federal 
building and United States Courthouse lo-
cated at 100 East 8th Avenue in Pine Bluff, 
Arkansas, as the ‘‘George Howard, Jr. Fed-
eral Building and United States Court-
house’’. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. SCHUMER (for himself and 
Mrs. CLINTON): 

S. 2545. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to provide for Medicare 
Advantage benchmark adjustment for cer-
tain local areas with VA medical centers and 
for certain contiguous areas; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

By Mr. SALAZAR (for himself and Mr. 
ALLARD): 

S. 2546. A bill to reduce the risks to Colo-
rado communities and water supplies from 
severe wildfires, especially in areas affected 
by insect infestations, to provide model leg-
islation that may be applied to other States 
experiencing similar insect infestations or 
other forest-related problems, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources. 

By Mr. BOND: 
S. 2547. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to reduce taxes by pro-
viding an alternative determination of in-
come tax liability for individuals, repealing 
the estate and gift taxes, reducing corporate 
income tax rates, reducing the maximum tax 
for individuals on capital gains and divi-
dends to 10 percent, indexing the basis of as-
sets for purposes of determining capital gain 
or loss, creating tax-free accounts for retire-
ment savings, lifetime savings, and life 
skills, repealing the adjusted gross income 
threshold in the medical care deduction for 
individuals under age 65 who have no em-
ployer health coverage, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. NELSON of Florida: 
S. 2548. A bill to provide for the payment of 

interest on claims paid by the United States 
in connection with the correction of military 
records when a military corrections board 
sets aside a conviction by court-martial; to 
the Committee on Armed Services. 

By Mr. REID (for Mrs. CLINTON): 
S. 2549. A bill to require the Administrator 

of the Environmental Protection Agency to 
establish an Interagency Working Group on 
Environmental Justice to provide guidance 
to Federal agencies on the development of 
criteria for identifying disproportionately 
high and adverse human health or environ-
mental effects on minority populations and 
low-income populations, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works. 

By Mrs. HUTCHISON (for herself, Mr. 
JOHNSON, and Mr. CORNYN): 

S. 2550. A bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to prohibit the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs from collecting certain 
debts owed to the United States by members 
of the Armed Forces and veterans who die as 
a result of an injury incurred or aggravated 
on active duty in a combat zone, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. MCCONNELL (for himself and 
Mr. BUNNING): 

S. Res. 421. A resolution honoring the 150th 
anniversary of the American Printing House 
for the Blind; considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. VITTER (for himself and Ms. 
LANDRIEU): 

S. Res. 422. A resolution commending the 
Louisiana State University Tigers football 
team for winning the 2007 Bowl Champion-
ship Series national championship game; 
considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. ALLARD (for himself, Mr. 
INOUYE, Mr. BIDEN, and Mr. SALA-
ZAR): 

S. Res. 423. A resolution seeking the return 
of the USS Pueblo to the United States 
Navy; considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. REID: 
S. Res. 424. A resolution electing Lula 

Johnson Davis, of Maryland, as Secretary for 
the Majority of the Senate; considered and 
agreed to. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 
S. 55 

At the request of Mr. BAUCUS, the 
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. SPECTER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 55, a bill to amend the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 to repeal 
the individual alternative minimum 
tax. 

S. 617 
At the request of Mr. SMITH, the 

name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
CHAMBLISS) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 617, a bill to make the National 
Parks and Federal Recreational Lands 
Pass available at a discount to certain 
veterans. 

S. 1003 
At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the 

name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr. 
INOUYE) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1003, a bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to improve access 
to emergency medical services and the 
quality and efficiency of care furnished 
in emergency departments of hospitals 
and critical access hospitals by estab-
lishing a bipartisan commission to ex-
amine factors that affect the effective 
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