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means officials of the Fire Safety Code En-
forcement Agency of a State. 

(F) NFPA 720.—The term ‘‘NFPA 720’’ 
means the tandard for the Installation of 
Carbon Monoxide (CO) Warning Equipment 
in Dwelling Units issued by the National 
Fire Protection Association in 2005 and any 
amended or similar successor standard per-
taining to the proper installation of carbon 
monoxide alarms in dwelling units. 

(4) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There are authorized to be appropriated to 
the Commission for each of fiscal years 2009 
through 2013 $5,000,000 to carry out this sub-
section, such sums to remain available until 
expended. Any amounts appropriated pursu-
ant to this paragraph that remain unex-
pended and unobligated at the end of fiscal 
year 2013 shall be retained by the Commis-
sion and credited to the appropriations ac-
count that funds enforcement of the Con-
sumer Products Safety Act. 

(5) COMMISSION REPORT.—Not later than 1 
year after the last day of each fiscal year for 
which grants are made under this section, 
the Commission shall submit to Congress a 
report evaluating the implementation of the 
grant program authorized by this section. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Thursday, March 6, 2008, at 
9:30 a.m., in open session in order to re-
ceive testimony on U.S. Southern Com-
mand and U.S. Northern Command in 
review of the Defense authorization re-
quest for fiscal year 2009 and the future 
years Defense program. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN 

AFFAIRS 

Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
March 6, 2008, at 10 a.m., in order to 
conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘Reforming 
the Regulation of Government Spon-
sored Enterprises.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Thursday, March 6, 2008, at 10:30 a.m., 
in room 253 of the Russell Senate Office 
Building, in order to conduct a hearing. 

The Committee will review the Presi-
dent’s proposed U.S. Coast Guard budg-
et for the 2009 fiscal year. It will also 
examine programs in the pending Coast 
Guard Reauthorization Act for fiscal 
year 2008. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 

Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-

mittee on Finance be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Thursday, March 6, 2008, at 10 a.m., 
in room 215 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building, in order to hear testi-
mony on the administration’s 2008 
trade agenda. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions be authorized to meet, 
during the session of the Senate, in 
order to conduct a hearing entitled 
‘‘Unemployment in a Volatile Econ-
omy: How to Secure Families and Build 
Opportunity’’ on Thursday, March 6, 
2008. The hearing will commence at 10 
a.m. in room 430 of the Dirksen Senate 
Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs be authorized 
to meet on Thursday, March 6, at 10 
a.m. in room 628 of the Dirksen Senate 
Office Building in order to conduct an 
oversight hearing on the State of Fa-
cilities in Indian Country—jails, 
schools, and health facilities. 

THE PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate 
Committee on the Judiciary be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate, in order to conduct an execu-
tive business meeting on Thursday, 
March 6, 2008, at 10 a.m. in room SD–226 
of the Dirksen Senate Office Building. 

Agenda 

I. Bills 

S.2304, Mentally III Offender Treat-
ment and Crime Reduction Reauthor-
ization and Improvement Act of 2007, 
(Domenici, Kennedy, Specter, Leahy); 
S.2449, Sunshine in Litigation Act of 
2007, (Kohl, Leahy, Graham); S.352, 
Sunshine in the Courtroom Act of 2007, 
(Grassley, Schumer, Leahy, Specter, 
Graham, Feingold, Cornyn, Durbin); 
S.2136, Helping Families Save Their 
Homes in Bankruptcy Act of 2007, (Dur-
bin, Schumer, Whitehouse, Biden, Fein-
stein); S.2133, Home Owners ‘‘Mortgage 
and Equity Savings Act,’’ (Specter, 
Coleman); S.2041, False Claims Act 
Correction Act of 2007, (Grassiey, Dur-
bin, Leahy, Specter, Whitehouse); and 
S.2533, State Secrets Protection Act, 
(Kennedy, Specter, Leahy, Feingold). 

II. Nominations 

Kevin J. O’Connor to be Associate 
Attorney General, Department of Jus-
tice; Gregory G. Katsas to be Assistant 
Attorney General, Civil Division, De-
partment of Justice; William Joseph 
Hawe to be United States Marshal for 
the Western District of Washington; 

Brian Stacy Miller to be United States 
District Judge for the Eastern District 
of Arkansas; James Randal Hall to be 
United States District Judge for the 
Southern District of Georgia; John A. 
Mendez to be United States District 
Judge for the Eastern District of Cali-
fornia; and Stanley Thomas Anderson 
to be United States District Judge for 
the Western District of Tennessee. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 
Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Select 
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on March 6, 2008, at 2:30 p.m. in 
order to hold a closed hearing. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

CONGRATULATING IOWA STATE 
UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed 
to the consideration of S. Res. 475. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 475) congratulating 

Iowa State University of Science and Tech-
nology on its 150 years of leadership and 
service to the United States and the world as 
Iowa’s land-grant university. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to speak on behalf of my alma 
mater, Iowa Sate University, and rec-
ognize it upon its 150 years of leader-
ship and service to the United States 
and the world as Iowa’s land-grant uni-
versity. 

Iowa State has a colorful and pro-
gressive history. The university was 
founded under the Morrill Land Grant 
College Act of 1862. Representative Jus-
tin Smith Morrill, who wrote the bill, 
and Abraham Lincoln, who signed the 
act into law in the midst of the Civil 
War, had the vision to establish a pub-
lic institution that provided and still 
provides a top flight, affordable edu-
cation for people of all walks of life. 

Iowa was the first State to accept the 
terms of the Morrill land grant and pi-
oneered all three parts of its mission. 
The act calls for schools that provide 
‘‘access to all, regardless of race, gen-
der, or class.’’ The act also limits fund-
ing to only schools that conduct ‘‘Prac-
tical Research.’’ Finally, the Morrill 
Land Grant Act calls for the schools 
provided for to serve significant ‘‘out-
reach’’ in the surrounding community. 

Iowa State has certainly lived up to 
those lofty words of the Morrill Act. 
Iowa State University has been home 
to some of the most important techno-
logical and agricultural advances in 
history. Professor John Atanasoff and 
graduate student Clifford Berry of ISU 
have been credited with the invention 
of the electronic digital computer in 
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the late 1930s. When they constructed 
the Atanasoff-Berry computer, they 
were the first to incorporate the seven 
basic principles of modern computing. 

Professor Henry Gilman laid the 
foundation for the modern plastics in-
dustry with his research in poly-
ethylene materials. In the 1920s, ISU 
was home to the development of hybrid 
seed corn. Professor Orland Sweeney 
conducted pioneering work on soybean 
oil extraction and producing ethanol 
from corn and other plant materials in 
the 1930s. 

Iowa State has produced such es-
teemed graduates as George Wash-
ington Carver, a man who shattered 
the glass ceiling for minority inven-
tors, women’s rights activist Carrie 
Chapman Catt, and astronaut Clayton 
Anderson, just to name a few. 

John Garang, who earned a Ph.D. in 
economics from Iowa State, not only 
went on to serve as vice president of 
Sudan, but in his role as leader of the 
Sudanese Peoples Liberation Army 
worked to end his country’s violent 
civil war. 

One cannot forget to mention that 
Mildred Day, the inventor of Rice 
Krispies treats, also graduated from 
Iowa State. In addition to Mildred, 
former CEOs of Boeing, Dow Corning, 
3–M, and Lockheed Martin have all 
claimed Iowa State University as their 
alma mater, as do I. 

I attended ISU on a Naval ROTC 
scholarship. The program covered my 
books and tuition, as well as $50 a 
month to cover extra expenses. I was 
well taken care of at ISU. With NROTC 
and a loan from the National Defense 
Scholarship Program, started under 
President Eisenhower, I was able to 
make it through college and flourish. 

It is my honor today to stand in sup-
port of my resolution honoring Iowa 
State for its long and storied history of 
graduating men and women who are 
creative, productive, and innovative. 
As the ISU fight song goes, ‘‘Loyal sons 
forever true, and we will fight the bat-
tle through. And when we hit that line 
we’ll hit it hard ev’ry yard for I.S.U.’’ 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, 
today I support this resolution to 
honor the service and leadership of 
Iowa State University. I am cospon-
soring this resolution because I know 
firsthand the substantial contributions 
that Iowa State has made to both Iowa 
and the Nation as a whole. In fact, as 
one of the first land-grant universities, 
it has led the way in technology ad-
vancement and outreach. 

Iowa State University will celebrate 
150 years of service to the United 
States this month. The university is a 
leader in agricultural, engineering, and 
computer science technologies. They 
have been pioneers in the education of 
minorities and women. Because of 
these advancements, Iowa State Uni-
versity is recognized throughout the 
world as a standard for excellence in 
education, practical research, and out-
reach through extension. 

Iowa State is a great representative 
for the people of our State and will 

continue to leave an important legacy 
for our Nation. It is with great respect 
that I introduce this resolution in 
honor of Iowa State University’s 150th 
year anniversary. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the resolution be 
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to, 
the motions to reconsider be laid upon 
the table, with no intervening action 
or debate, and that any statements re-
lating to the resolution be printed in 
the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 475) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 475 

Whereas Iowa State University of Science 
and Technology was established by the Iowa 
General Assembly on March 22, 1858, as the 
Iowa Agricultural College and Model Farm 
in response to the State of Iowa’s desire to 
provide higher education opportunities to 
farm families and working classes in Iowa, 
predating the passage of the Federal Morrill 
Act by 4 years; 

Whereas on September 3, 1862, Iowa became 
the first State in the Nation to accept the 
terms and conditions of the Morrill Act cre-
ating the land-grant system of colleges and 
universities; 

Whereas the Iowa Agricultural College and 
Model Farm, known today as Iowa State 
University of Science and Technology (Iowa 
State), received Iowa’s land-grant charter on 
March 29, 1864, making it one of the first 
land-grant institutions in the Nation; 

Whereas Iowa State was a pioneer in all 3 
parts of the land-grant mission, including— 
(1) access to all, regardless of race, gender or 
social class, being the first land-grant insti-
tution to be coeducational from its opening, 
with 16 women in its first class and later stu-
dents including future suffragist Carrie 
Chapman Catt, an 1880 graduate, and George 
Washington Carver, the first African Amer-
ican student, who earned a bachelor’s degree 
in 1894 and a master’s degree in 1896, and was 
also the institution’s first African American 
faculty member; (2) practical research, es-
tablishing the Nation’s first Engineering Ex-
periment Station and domestic economy ex-
perimental kitchen, and one of the first agri-
culture experiment stations; and (3) out-
reach, including some of the earliest land- 
grant institution outreach activities such as 
the establishment of the Farmers Institutes 
in the winter of 1869-70 by Iowa State Presi-
dent Adonijah Welch, and the organization of 
the Nation’s first county Extension Service 
in 1903 in Sioux County in northwest Iowa by 
Professor Perry Holden; 

Whereas some of the most important tech-
nological advancements of the modern world 
were the result of research at Iowa State, in-
cluding—(1) the development of hybrid seed 
corn in the 1920s; (2) pioneering work on soy-
bean oil extraction and producing ethanol 
from corn and other plant materials by Pro-
fessor Orland Sweeney in the 1930s; (3) the in-
vention of the electronic digital computer in 
the late 1930s by Professor John Atanasoff 
and graduate student Clifford Berry, whose 
Atanasoff-Berry Computer was the first to 
incorporate the 7 basic principles of modern 
computing; (4) the foundation for the modern 
plastics industry laid by polyethylene re-
search by Professor Henry Gilman; (5) devel-
opment of the process still used today to re-
fine pure rare-earth materials, including re-
actor-grade uranium, by Professor Frank 

Spedding and Harley Wilhelm, as a result of 
Iowa State’s key role in the Manhattan 
Project during World War II; (6) development 
of modern livestock animal genetics by Pro-
fessor Jay Lush; and (7) the first field-testing 
of a genetically altered plant (tobacco) in 
1987 and genetically altered tree (poplar) in 
1989 by Professor Robert Thornburg; 

Whereas Iowa State hired one of the first 
permanent campus artists-in-residence, with 
sculptor Christian Petersen holding that po-
sition from 1934 to 1955 and providing hun-
dreds of sculptures and other art objects to 
the university, whose Art on Campus collec-
tion today includes more than 600 major pub-
lic works of art; 

Whereas Iowa State has had a technology 
transfer office since 1935, longer than all but 
one other university in the Nation, and is ac-
knowledged today as a national leader in 
putting technology to work, being cited as a 
‘‘model of economic development’’ and ‘‘li-
censing powerhouse’’ in a 2007 study commis-
sioned by the National Science Foundation; 

Whereas Iowa State University is today 
spearheading new advances in science and 
technology, including new materials, infor-
mation sciences, green architecture, biologi-
cal research, and the development of bio-
renewable fuels and other resources to sup-
port the bioeconomy and the Nation’s inde-
pendence from nonrenewable petroleum re-
sources; and 

Whereas more than 257,000 degrees have 
been awarded by Iowa State, and its grad-
uates include heads of State, leaders of in-
dustry, great humanitarians, and gifted sci-
entists, whose work has improved the qual-
ity of life for people worldwide: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) congratulates Iowa State University of 

Science and Technology on its 150 years of 
outstanding service to the State of Iowa, the 
United States, and the world in fulfilling its 
mission as a land-grant university; and 

(2) thanks the State of Iowa for its vision-
ary leadership in the beginning of the land- 
grant movement in the United States of 
America. 

f 

MEASURES READ THE FIRST 
TIME—H.R. 1084, H.R. 1424, AND 
H.R. 5159 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I believe 
there are three bills at the desk, and I 
ask for their first reading en bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bills by title for 
the first time en bloc. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 1084) to amend the Foreign As-

sistance Act of 1961, the State Department 
Basic Authorities Act of 1956, and the For-
eign Service Act of 1980 to build operational 
readiness in civilian agencies, and for other 
purposes. 

A bill (H.R. 1424) to amend section 712 of 
the Employee Retirement Income Security 
Act of 1974, section 2705 of the Public Health 
Service Act, section 9812 of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to require equity in the 
provision of mental health and substance-re-
lated disorder benefits under group health 
plans, to prohibit discrimination on the basis 
of genetic information with respect to health 
insurance and employment, and for other 
purposes. 

A bill (H.R. 5159) to establish the Office of 
the Capitol Visitor Center within the Office 
of the Architect of the Capitol, headed by 
the Chief Executive Officer for Visitor Serv-
ices, to provide for the effective management 
and administration of the Capitol Visitor 
Center, and for other purposes. 
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