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and grew, including invaluable help to
Meriwether Lewis and William Clark on
their epic journey from St. Louis, Missouri,
to the Pacific Coast;

(9) Native Peoples and non-Native settlers
engaged in numerous armed conflicts in
which unfortunately, both took innocent
lives, including those of women and children;

(10) the Federal Government violated many
of the treaties ratified by Congress and other
diplomatic agreements with Indian tribes;

(11) the United States forced Indian tribes
and their citizens to move away from their
traditional homelands and onto federally es-
tablished and controlled reservations, in ac-
cordance with such Acts as the Act of May
28, 1830 (4 Stat. 411, chapter 148) (commonly
known as the ‘‘Indian Removal Act”’);

(12) many Native Peoples suffered and per-
ished—

(A) during the execution of the official
Federal Government policy of forced re-
moval, including the infamous Trail of Tears
and Long Walk;

(B) during bloody armed confrontations
and massacres, such as the Sand Creek Mas-
sacre in 1864 and the Wounded Knee Massacre
in 1890; and

(C) on numerous Indian reservations;

(13) the Federal Government condemned
the traditions, beliefs, and customs of Native
Peoples and endeavored to assimilate them
by such policies as the redistribution of land
under the Act of February 8, 1887 (25 U.S.C.
331; 24 Stat. 388, chapter 119) (commonly
known as the ‘‘General Allotment Act’’), and
the forcible removal of Native children from
their families to faraway boarding schools
where their Native practices and languages
were degraded and forbidden;

(14) officials of the Federal Government
and private United States citizens harmed
Native Peoples by the unlawful acquisition
of recognized tribal land and the theft of
tribal resources and assets from recognized
tribal land;

(15) the policies of the Federal Government
toward Indian tribes and the breaking of cov-
enants with Indian tribes have contributed
to the severe social ills and economic trou-
bles in many Native communities today;

(16) despite the wrongs committed against
Native Peoples by the United States, Native
Peoples have remained committed to the
protection of this great land, as evidenced by
the fact that, on a per capita basis, more Na-
tive Peoples have served in the United States
Armed Forces and placed themselves in
harm’s way in defense of the United States
in every major military conflict than any
other ethnic group;

(17) Indian tribes have actively influenced
the public life of the United States by con-
tinued cooperation with Congress and the
Department of the Interior, through the in-
volvement of Native individuals in official
Federal Government positions, and by lead-
ership of their own sovereign Indian tribes;

(18) Indian tribes are resilient and deter-
mined to preserve, develop, and transmit to
future generations their unique cultural
identities;

(19) the National Museum of the American
Indian was established within the Smithso-
nian Institution as a living memorial to Na-
tive Peoples and their traditions; and

(20) Native Peoples are endowed by their
Creator with certain unalienable rights, and
among those are life, liberty, and the pursuit
of happiness.

(b) ACKNOWLEDGMENT AND APOLOGY.—The
United States, acting through Congress—

(1) recognizes the special legal and polit-
ical relationship Indian tribes have with the
United States and the solemn covenant with
the land we share;
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(2) commends and honors Native Peoples
for the thousands of years that they have
stewarded and protected this land;

(3) recognizes that there have been years of
official depredations, ill-conceived policies,
and the breaking of covenants by the Federal
Government regarding Indian tribes;

(4) apologizes on behalf of the people of the
United States to all Native Peoples for the
many instances of violence, maltreatment,
and neglect inflicted on Native Peoples by
citizens of the United States;

(5) expresses its regret for the ramifica-
tions of former wrongs and its commitment
to build on the positive relationships of the
past and present to move toward a brighter
future where all the people of this land live
reconciled as brothers and sisters, and har-
moniously steward and protect this land to-
gether;

(6) urges the President to acknowledge the
wrongs of the United States against Indian
tribes in the history of the United States in
order to bring healing to this land; and

(7) commends the State governments that
have begun reconciliation efforts with recog-
nized Indian tribes located in their bound-
aries and encourages all State governments
similarly to work toward reconciling rela-
tionships with Indian tribes within their
boundaries.

(c) DISCLAIMER.—Nothing in this section—

(1) authorizes or supports any claim
against the United States; or

(2) serves as a settlement of any claim
against the United States.

———————

CALLING FOR PEACE IN DARFUR

Mr. PRYOR. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Committee on Foreign
Relations be discharged from further
consideration of S. Res. 455 and the
Senate proceed to its immediate con-
sideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 455) calling for peace
in Darfur.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. PRYOR. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to,
the preamble be agreed to, the motions
to reconsider be laid upon the table
with no intervening action or debate,
and that any statements relating to
this measure be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 455

Whereas, during the past 4 years in Darfur,
hundreds of thousands of innocent victims
have been murdered, tortured, and raped,
with more than 2,000,000 people driven from
their homes;

Whereas some but not all of the parties to
the conflict in Darfur participated in the
first round of a United Nations-African
Union peace process launched in October 2007
in Sirte, Libya;

Whereas the Comprehensive Peace Agree-
ment (CPA) reached between the Govern-
ment of Sudan and the Sudanese People’s
Liberation Movement (SPLM) in January
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2005 has not been fully or evenly imple-
mented;

Whereas the Government of Sudan has con-
tinued to obstruct the deployment of a joint
United Nations-African Union peacekeeping
force to Darfur that would include non-Afri-
can elements;

Whereas elements of armed rebel move-
ments in Darfur, including the Justice and
Equality Movement (JEM), have made vio-
lent threats against the deploying peace-
keeping force;

Whereas 13 former world leaders and cur-
rent activists, including former president
Jimmy Carter, former United Nations Sec-
retary-General Kofi Annan, Bangladeshi
microfinance champion Muhammed Yunus,
and Archbishop Desmond Tutu, have called
for the immediate deployment of the peace-
keeping force; and

Whereas, while these and other issues re-
main pending, it is the people of Darfur, in-
cluding those living in refugee camps, who
suffer the continuing consequences: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) calls upon the Government of Sudan
and other signatories and non-signatories to
the May 5, 2006, Darfur Peace Agreement to
declare and respect an immediate cessation
of hostilities, cease distributing arms to in-
ternally displaced persons, and enable hu-
manitarian organizations to have full unfet-
tered access to populations in need;

(2) calls upon the Government of Sudan to
facilitate the immediate and unfettered de-
ployment of the TUnited Nations-African
Union peacekeeping force, including any and
all non-African peacekeepers;

(3) urges all invited individuals and move-
ments to attend the next round of peace ne-
gotiations and not set preconditions for such
participation;

(4) calls upon the diverse rebel movements
to set aside their differences and work to-
gether in order to better represent the people
of Darfur and end their continued suffering;

(5) encourages the participation in future
talks of traditional Arab and African leaders
from Darfur, women’s groups, local non-
governmental organizations, and leaders
from internally displaced persons (IDP)
camps;

(6) condemns any intimidation or threats
against camp or civil society leaders to dis-
courage them from attending the peace
talks, whether by the Government of Sudan
or rebel leaders;

(7) condemns any action by any party, gov-
ernment or rebel, that undermines or delays
the peace process in Darfur; and

(8) calls upon all parties to the Comprehen-
sive Peace Agreement (CPA) to support and
respect all terms of the agreement.

HONORING THE NAACP ON ITS
99TH ANNIVERSARY

Mr. PRYOR. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Judiciary Committee be
discharged from further consideration
of H. Con. Res. 289, and the Senate pro-
ceed to its immediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the concurrent
resolution by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 289)
honoring and praising the National Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Colored People
on the occasion of its 99th anniversary.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the concurrent
resolution.
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Mr. PRYOR. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to,
the preamble be agreed to, the motions
to reconsider be laid upon the table
with no intervening action or debate,
and any statements relating to the res-
olution be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The concurrent resolution (H. Con.
Res. 289) was agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

———

NATIONAL ASBESTOS AWARENESS
WEEK

Mr. PRYOR. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Judiciary Committee be
discharged from further consideration
of S. Res. 462, and the Senate proceed
to its immediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 462) designating the
week of April 2008 as ‘‘National Asbestos
Awareness Week.”’

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. PRYOR. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to,
the preamble be agreed to, the motions
to reconsider be laid upon the table
with no intervening action or debate,
and any statements relating to the res-
olution be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 462

Whereas dangerous asbestos fibers are in-
visible and cannot be smelled or tasted;

Whereas the inhalation of airborne asbes-
tos fibers can cause significant damage;

Whereas these fibers can cause mesothe-
lioma, asbestosis, and other health problems;

Whereas asbestos-related diseases can take
10 to 50 years to present themselves;

Whereas the expected survival time for
those diagnosed with mesothelioma is be-
tween 6 and 24 months;

Whereas generally little is known about
late stage treatment and there is no cure for
asbestos-related diseases;

Whereas early detection of asbestos-re-
lated diseases may give some patients in-
creased treatment options and might im-
prove their prognosis;

Whereas the United States has substan-
tially reduced its consumption of asbestos
yet continues to consume almost 2,000 met-
ric tons of the fibrous mineral for use in cer-
tain products throughout the Nation;

Whereas asbestos-related diseases have
killed thousands of people in the United
States;

Whereas asbestos exposures continue and
safety and prevention will reduce and has re-
duced significantly asbestos exposure and as-
bestos-related diseases;

Whereas asbestos has been a cause of occu-
pational cancer;

Whereas thousands of workers in the
United States face significant asbestos expo-
sure;
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Whereas thousands of people in the United
States die from asbestos-related diseases
every year;

Whereas a significant percentage of all as-
bestos-related disease victims were exposed
to asbestos on naval ships and in shipyards;

Whereas asbestos was used in the construc-
tion of a significant number of office build-
ings and public facilities built before 1975;

Whereas people in the small community of
Libby, Montana have asbestos-related dis-
eases at a significantly higher rate than the
national average and suffer from mesothe-
lioma at a significantly higher rate than the
national average; and

Whereas the establishment of a ‘‘National
Asbestos Awareness Week’ would raise pub-
lic awareness about the prevalence of asbes-
tos-related diseases and the dangers of asbes-
tos exposure: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the first week of April 2008
as ‘“‘National Asbestos Awareness Week’’;

(2) urges the Surgeon General, as a public
health issue, to warn and educate people
that asbestos exposure may be hazardous to
their health; and

(3) respectfully requests the Secretary of
the Senate to transmit a copy of this resolu-
tion to the Surgeon General.

——————

NATIONAL SUPPORT THE TROOPS
AND THEIR FAMILIES DAY

Mr. PRYOR. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 473, submitted earlier
today by Senator STABENOW.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 473) designating
March 26, 2008, as ‘‘National Support the
Troops and Their Families Day’ and encour-
aging the people of the United States to par-
ticipate in a moment of silence to reflect
upon the service and sacrifice of members of
the Armed Forces both at home and abroad,
as well as the sacrifices of their families.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. PRYOR. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, and the motions to reconsider be
laid upon the table, with no inter-
vening action or debate; and any state-
ments related to the resolution be
printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 473

Whereas it was through the brave and
noble efforts of the Nation’s forefathers that
the United States first gained freedom and
became a sovereign country;

Whereas there are more than 1,500,000 ac-
tive and reserve component members of the
Armed Forces serving the Nation in support
and defense of the values and freedom that
all Americans cherish;

Whereas the members of the Armed Forces
deserve the utmost respect and admiration
of their fellow Americans for putting their
lives in danger for the sake of the freedoms
enjoyed by all Americans;
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Whereas members of the Armed Forces are
defending freedom and democracy around
the globe and are playing a vital role in pro-
tecting the safety and security of Americans;

Whereas the families of our Nation’s troops
have made great sacrifices and deserve the
support of all Americans;

Whereas all Americans should participate
in a moment of silence to support the troops
and their families; and

Whereas March 26th, 2008, is designated as
“National Support Our Troops and Their
Families Day”’: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That—

(1) the Senate designates March 26, 2008, as
‘“National Support the Troops and Their
Families Day’’; and

(2) it is the sense of the Senate that all
Americans should participate in a moment
of silence to reflect upon the service and sac-
rifice of members of the United States
Armed Forces both at home and abroad, as
well as their families.

NATIONAL SCHOOL BREAKFAST
PROGRAM

Mr. PRYOR. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 474, submitted earlier
today by Senator FEINGOLD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 474) expressing the
sense of the Senate that providing breakfast
in schools through the National School
Breakfast Program has a positive impact on
the lives and classroom performance of low-
income children.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. CASEY. Madam President, I rise
today in support of a Senate resolution
that expresses the Senate’s esteem for
and commitment to the National
School Breakfast Program. I am
pleased to be joining Senator FEINGOLD
in both recognizing the good that this
program accomplishes for low-income
children and encouraging more States
to participate.

The United States is experiencing a
hunger crisis. In 2006 alone, the U.S.
Department of Agriculture, USDA, re-
ported that 35.5 million Americans did
not have the money or resources need-
ed to provide food for themselves or
their families, and this number is sadly
on the rise. Between 2005 and 2006, the
number of hungry people in the United
States increased by over 400,000. As we
continue through hard economic times,
we can only assume the number of hun-
gry people in America will continue to
increase.

Hunger is not just a problem that
plagues adults. Of the 35.5 million peo-
ple who go hungry each year in Amer-
ica, 12.6 million of them are children.
This means that 17.2 percent of all chil-
dren are unsure where their next meal
will come from—which poses a real
problem. Hunger hinders growth and
development and negatively affects
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