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MARTINEZ) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 2579, a bill to require the Secretary
of the Treasury to mint coins in rec-
ognition and celebration of the estab-
lishment of the United States Army in
1775, to honor the American soldier of
both today and yesterday, in wartime
and in peace, and to commemorate the
traditions, history, and heritage of the
United States Army and its role in
American society, from the colonial
period to today.
S. 2607

At the request of Ms. SNOWE, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr.
STEVENS) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 2607, a bill to make a technical cor-
rection to section 3009 of the Deficit
Reduction Act of 2005.

S. 2614

At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the
names of the Senator from Alaska (Ms.
MURKOWSKI) and the Senator from
Alaska (Mr. STEVENS) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2614, a bill to facilitate
the development, demonstration, and
implementation of technology for the
use in removing carbon dioxide and
other greenhouse gases from the at-
mosphere.

S. 2618

At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the
names of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. LAUTENBERG) and the Senator
from Georgia (Mr. CHAMBLISS) were
added as cosponsors of S. 2618, a bill to
amend the Public Health Service Act
to provide for research with respect to
various forms of muscular dystrophy,
including Becker, congenital, distal,
Duchenne, Emery-Dreifuss Facios-
capulohumeral, limb-girdle, myotonic,
and oculopharyngeal muscular dys-
trophies.

At the request of Mr. ISAKSON, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mr. SUNUNU) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2618, supra.

S. 2636

At the request of Mr. REID, the
names of the Senator from Virginia
(Mr. WEBB), the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
BROWN) and the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2636, a bill to provide
needed housing reform.

S. 2639

At the request of Mr. JOHNSON, the
name of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2639, a bill to amend title 38,
United States Code, to provide for an
assured adequate level of funding for
veterans health care.

S. 2663

At the request of Mr. PRYOR, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mrs. LINCOLN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2663, a bill to reform the Con-
sumer Product Safety Commission to
provide greater protection for chil-
dren’s products, to improve the screen-
ing of noncompliant consumer prod-
ucts, to improve the effectiveness of
consumer product recall programs, and
for other purposes.
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S. RES. 449

At the request of Mr. SMITH, the
name of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. COCHRAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. Res. 449, a resolution con-
demning in the strongest possible
terms President of Iran Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad’s statements regarding
the State of Israel and the Holocaust
and calling for all member States of
the United Nations to do the same.

S. RES. 455

At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
names of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. LEAHY), the Senator from New
Jersey (Mr. LAUTENBERG), the Senator
from Georgia (Mr. CHAMBLISS), the Sen-
ator from North Carolina (Mr. BURR),
the Senator from New Hampshire (Mr.
SUNUNU), the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR), the Senator from
Rhode Island (Mr. WHITEHOUSE), the
Senator from Georgia (Mr. ISAKSON)
and the Senator from Rhode Island
(Mr. REED) were added as cosponsors of
S. Res. 455, a resolution calling for
peace in Darfur.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. ALLARD:

S. 2673. A bill to designate the facil-
ity of the United States Postal Service
located at 10799 West Alameda Avenue
in Lakewood, Colorado, as the ‘‘Felix
Sparks Post Office Building”’; to the
Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs.

Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, today I
introduced legislation to designate the
U.S. Postal Service facility located at
10799 West Alameda Avenue in Lake-
wood, CO, as the ‘“‘Felix Sparks Post
Office Building.” This facility will bear
the name of a great American, Briga-
dier General Felix Sparks. Sadly, Brig-
adier General Sparks passed away in
September of last year, but this honor
will serve as a lasting tribute to his life
and service to his country, State, and
community.

Brigadier General Felix Sparks led
an exemplary life. His long and distin-
guished military and civilian career
took him from the European theater of
World War II to the chambers of the
Colorado Supreme Court. General
Sparks’ enduring leadership, honesty
and integrity serve as an inspiration to
us all. T am honored to take this time
to speak about General Sparks and to
introduce this necessary piece of legis-
lation.

Growing up in Arizona, the son of a
rail worker, BG Sparks joined the U.S.
Army during the Great Depression.
After serving in Northern Africa, he
went on to lead the Colorado-based
157th regiment in Italy, liberating the
Nazi concentration camp at Dachau.
During his military service, BG Sparks
was awarded two Purple Hearts, two
Silver Stars, the Legion of Merit, the
Combat Infantry Badge, a Commenda-
tion Medal, eight battle stars on his
European/African Middle Eastern Cam-
paign Medal, and the Croix de Guerre
with the Silver Gilt Star.
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Although Brigadier General Sparks’
passion was practicing law, it paled in
comparison when he was called to
serve. As a liberator, decorated mili-
tary officer, District Attorney for
Delta, Colorado Supreme Court Jus-
tice, Commanding General of the Colo-
rado Army National Guard, State
Water Board member and University of
Colorado graduate, BG Sparks’ sense of
duty prevailed.

As a lasting tribute to this incredible
man, I cannot think of a more appro-
priate honor than to have this Lake-
wood Post Office bear the name of
Felix Sparks. A post office is the point
in every community that brings all
people together, and there is no better
way to symbolize the virtues BG
Sparks demonstrated through his pub-
lic and private life. I encourage the
Senate to pass this legislation in rec-
ognition of BG Felix Sparks.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the text of the bill be printed
in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 2673

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. FELIX SPARKS POST OFFICE BUILD-
ING.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 10799
West Alameda Avenue in Lakewood, Colo-
rado, shall be known and designated as the
“Felix Sparks Post Office Building”’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Felix Sparks Post Of-
fice Building”’.

By Mr. SALAZAR:

S. 2680. A bill to amend the Reclama-
tion Projects Authorization and Ad-
justment Act of 1992 to require the Sec-
retary of the Interior to take certain
actions to address environmental prob-
lems associated with the Leadville
Mine Drainage Tunnel in the State of
Colorado, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources.

Mr. SALAZAR. Mr. President, today
I am introducing the Leadville Mine
Drainage Tunnel Environmental Im-
provement Act of 2008. This legislation
will direct the Bureau of Reclamation
to take action to eliminate the grave
environmental threat posed by a col-
lapse of part of the Leadville Mine
Drainage Tunnel, or LMDT. Leadville
sits at the headwaters of the Arkansas
River, and thus the effluent into the
river there is of paramount importance
to millions of people.

The LMDT is just over 2 miles long,
and was constructed during the 1940s
and 1950s by the U.S. Department of
the Interior’s Bureau of Mines to drain
flooded mines in the Leadville mining
district of Lake County in central Col-
orado. In 1959, the Bureau of Reclama-
tion took ‘‘full custody, account-
ability, and future responsibility’ of
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the LMDT to obtain water rights and
under the condition that the Bureau
would not spend its own funds to main-
tain or repair the Tunnel. In the early
1990s, however, litigation compelled the
Bureau to take responsibility for the
quality of the water discharged by the
Tunnel. The Bureau constructed a
water treatment plant, and Congress
authorized the Bureau under P.L. 102-
575 to treat the water discharged from
the LMDT.

In 1995, however, a major collapse of
a segment of the tunnel was detected.
Since that time, mine water has pooled
behind the blockage. Today the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency esti-
mates that close to 1 billion gallons of
water contaminated with toxic levels
of cadmium, zinc, and manganese, has
collected. The citizens of Leadville,
Lake County, and the area downstream
of the LMDT are deeply worried that
the building pressure from this volumi-
nous quantity of water will cause the
blockage to burst and flood the town,
resulting in a public health and envi-
ronmental disaster. This winter’s
heavy snowfall has some concerned
that spring snowmelt will further bal-
loon the quantity of toxic water and
exacerbate the risk. Under intense
scrutiny, this week the EPA and the
Bureau have partnered to begin pump-
ing some of the water to the treatment
plant and I appreciate their response.
But these actions are only a small
piece of the puzzle in making sure the
LMDT never becomes a disaster.

In recent years the Federal Govern-
ment’s implementation of a long-term
fix for the mine has been jammed up as
badly as the mine tunnel itself. My bill
focuses on making sure the long term
solution for the LMDT moves forward
as expeditiously as possible. My bill
gives the Secretary of the Interior and
the Bureau of Reclamation clear au-
thority and responsibility to maintain
the LMDT in a manner that protects
human health and the environment.
For many years the Bureau has main-
tained that it is not responsible for
changed conditions within the LMDT.
My bill eliminates any ambiguity on
this point, and compels the Bureau to
act.

Specifically, the legislation directs
the Bureau to participate in the long-
term remedy for the LMDT that has al-
ready been approved by the EPA, the
Colorado Department of Public Health
and Environment, and has been vetted
through public meetings. The bill also
authorizes the necessary funds for im-
plementation of the long-term remedy.
The long-term solution for the LMDT,
specified under the fully approved and
vetted EPA superfund Record of Deci-
sion, is much more extensive than the
pumping and water treatment activity
now underway. It will involve con-
struction of a bulkhead in the tunnel
to isolate the contaminated pool, back-
filling the tunnel, as well as several
other actions.

My bill also directs the Secretary of
the Interior, in cooperation with the
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State and the EPA, to conduct a study
to determine whether any blockages in
the LMDT have affected, or are affect-
ing, water quality and aquatic life in
the Arkansas River in the vicinity
downstream of the LMDT. We must en-
sure that the problems with the LMDT
blockage do not impact the water qual-
ity of the Arkansas River, which is the
lifeblood of so many communities. This
study will help improve our under-
standing of the conditions of the head-
waters near the LMDT.

For too long the inaction on fixing
the LMDT has been a case study in
Federal paralysis, with the citizens of
Leadville and Lake County caught in
the middle. This legislation will estab-
lish the conditions and authority nec-
essary to make the long-term fix at the
Leadville Mine Drainage Tunnel a re-
ality as soon as possible.

—————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION  463—CON-
GRATULATING VIVIAN STRINGER
ON WINNING 800 GAMES IN WOM-
EN’S COLLEGE BASKETBALL

Mr. MENENDEZ submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on the Judiciary:

S. RES. 463

Whereas Vivian Stringer has coached wom-
en’s college basketball for 36 seasons;

Whereas Vivian Stringer has coached the
Rutgers University women’s college basket-
ball team for the past 13 seasons;

Whereas Vivian Stringer is the first coach
in men’s or women’s college basketball to
lead 3 different schools to the Final Four;

Whereas Vivian Stringer was inducted into
the Women’s Basketball Hall of Fame in
2001;

Whereas Vivian Stringer was named by
Sports Illustrated as one of the 101 Most In-
fluential Minorities in Sports in 2003;

Whereas Vivian Stringer was a recipient of
the Black Coaches Association’s Lifetime
Achievement Award in 2004;

Whereas Vivian Stringer helped lead Team
USA to a gold medal as an assistant coach
for the United States Olympic women’s bas-
ketball team in the 2004 Olympic Games in
Athens, Greece;

Whereas Vivian Stringer was inducted into
the New Jersey Sports Hall of Fame and the
Sport in Society Hall of Fame in 2005;

Whereas Vivian Stringer has made signifi-
cant contributions in advancing the popu-
larity of and esteem for women’s college bas-
ketball;

Whereas Vivian Stringer has been a role
model for countless young women not only
in the United States, but all over the world;

Whereas Vivian Stringer is only the third
women’s college basketball coach to win 800
games, joining only 5 men’s coaches who
reached the same milestone; and

Whereas Vivian Stringer broke the record
for African-American coaches in either
men’s or women’s college basketball by be-
coming the first to win 800 games: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate honors Vivian
Stringer for the significant accomplishment
of winning 800 games in women’s college bas-
ketball and sends its sincere congratulations
for this historic accomplishment.
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NOTICE OF HEARING

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public
that an oversight hearing has been
scheduled before the Subcommittee on
Public Lands and Forests of the Senate
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

The hearing will be held on Thurs-
day, March 13, 2008, at 2:30 p.m. in room
SD-366 of the Dirksen Senate Office
Building. The purpose of the hearing is
to receive testimony regarding old-
growth forest science, policy and man-
agement in the Pacific Northwest re-
gion.

Because of the limited time available
for the hearing, witnesses may testify
by invitation only. However, those
wishing to submit written testimony
for the hearing record should send it to
the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources, United States Senate,
Washington, DC 20510-6150, or by e-mail
to rachel_pasternack@energy.senate
.gov. For further information, please
contact Rachel Pasternack at (202) 224—
0883 or Kira Finkler at 202-224-5523.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Thursday, February 28, 2008,
at 9:30 a.m., in open session, with a pos-
sibility of a closed session, to receive
testimony on the Department of the
Navy in review of the defense author-
ization request for fiscal year 2009 and
the Future Years Defense Program.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN

AFFAIRS

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
February 28, 2008, at 10 a.m., in order to
conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘Semi-
annual Monetary Policy Report To
Congress.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Thursday, February 28, 2008, at 10 a.m.,
in room 253 of the Russell Senate Office
Building, in order to conduct a hearing.
The purpose of this hearing is to review
the President’s proposed Department of
Transportation budget for the 2009 fis-
cal year.
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