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(Mr. VITTER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2170, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to modify the
treatment of qualified restaurant prop-
erty as 15-year property for purposes of
the depreciation deduction.
S. 2337
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
name of the Senator from Nebraska
(Mr. HAGEL) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2337, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to allow long-
term care insurance to be offered under
cafeteria plans and flexible spending
arrangements and to provide additional
consumer protections for long-term
care insurance.
S. 2366
At the request of Mr. VITTER, the
name of the Senator from Tennessee
(Mr. ALEXANDER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2366, a bill to provide im-
migration reform by securing Amer-
ica’s borders, clarifying and enforcing
existing laws, and enabling a practical
verification program.
S. 2369
At the request of Mr. BAUCUS, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2369, a bill to amend title 35, United
States Code, to provide that certain
tax planning inventions are not patent-
able, and for other purposes.
S. 2401
At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the
name of the Senator from Idaho (Mr.
CRAIG) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2401, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow a refund of
motor fuel excise taxes for the actual
off-highway use of certain mobile ma-
chinery vehicles.
S. 2433
At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, her
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
2433, a bill to require the President to
develop and implement a comprehen-
sive strategy to further the United
States foreign policy objective of pro-
moting the reduction of global poverty,
the elimination of extreme global pov-
erty, and the achievement of the Mil-
lennium Development Goal of reducing
by one-half the proportion of people
worldwide, between 1990 and 2015, who
live on less than $1 per day.
S. 2505
At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
ISAKSON) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2505, a bill to allow employees of a
commercial passenger airline carrier
who receive payments in a bankruptcy
proceeding to roll over such payments
into an individual retirement plan, and
for other purposes.
S. 2580
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the
names of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. BAUCUS) and the Senator from Ne-
braska (Mr. HAGEL) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2580, a bill to amend the
Higher Education Act of 1965 to im-
prove the participation in higher edu-
cation of, and to increase opportunities
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in employment for, residents of rural
areas.

S. 2623

At the request of Mr. NELSON of Ne-
braska, the name of the Senator from
Kansas (Mr. BROWNBACK) was added as
a cosponsor of S. 2623, a bill to amend
title 37, United States Code, to author-
ize travel and transportation allow-
ances for mobilized members of the re-
serve components of the Armed Forces
on leave for suspension of training or
to meet minimal staffing require-
ments, and for other purposes.

S. 2625

At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2625, a bill to ensure that deferred De-
partment of Veterans Affairs disability
benefits that are received in a lump
sum amount or in prospective monthly
amounts, be excluded from consider-
ation as annual income when deter-
mining eligibility for low-income hous-
ing programs.

S. 2636

At the request of Mr. REID, the name
of the Senator from Florida (Mr. NEL-
SON) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2636, a bill to provide needed housing
reform.

S. 2640

At the request of Mr. BURR, the name
of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
ISAKSON) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2640, a bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to enhance and improve
insurance, housing, labor and edu-
cation, and other benefits for veterans,
and for other purposes.

$.J. RES. 2

At the request of Mrs. DOLE, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. THUNE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S.J. Res. 26, a joint resolu-
tion supporting a base Defense Budget
that at the very minimum matches 4
percent of gross domestic product.

S. RES. 252

At the request of Mr. BOND, the name
of the Senator from Utah (Mr. BEN-
NETT) was added as a cosponsor of S.
Res. 252, a resolution recognizing the
increasingly mutually beneficial rela-
tionship between the United States of
America and the Republic of Indonesia.

S. RES. 439

At the request of Mr. LUGAR, the
name of the Senator from New York
(Mrs. CLINTON) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. Res. 439, a resolution express-
ing the strong support of the Senate
for the North Atlantic Treaty Organi-
zation to enter into a Membership Ac-
tion Plan with Georgia and Ukraine.

S. RES. 455

At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
names of the Senator from California
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN), the Senator from
Maine (Ms. SNOWE), the Senator from
Illinois (Mr. OBAMA) and the Senator
from Pennsylvania (Mr. SPECTER) were
added as cosponsors of S. Res. 455, a
resolution calling for peace in Darfur.
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STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. CONRAD (for himself and
Mr. BROWNBACK):

S. 2672. A bill to provide incentives to
physicians to practice in rural and
medically underserved communities; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, today I
am introducing the Conrad State 30
Improvement Act to extend and expand
this program’s success in bringing doc-
tors to communities that would other-
wise not have access to health care
services.

The Conrad State 30 program, which
I helped create in 1994, has brought
thousands of physicians to underserved
communities in all 50 states, across our
great country. These doctors are for-
eign born, but have all received train-
ing in the United States. Under the
Conrad 30 program, foreign doctors al-
ready in the country for medical train-
ing are granted a waiver from a visa re-
quirement to return to their home
country for 2 years. In exchange for
this waiver, the doctors must commit
to providing health care to underserved
populations in the United States for 3
years.

By 2020, some projections show that
the United States may have 200,000
fewer doctors than it needs; that is a
staggering statistic, and one that can-
not be taken lightly. If this shortfall is
allowed to materialize, rural areas,
like my State of North Dakota, will
undoubtedly be among the hardest hit.

Given the looming deficit of doctors
and an increasingly competitive global
marketplace, it is vital that we main-
tain the incentives for qualified foreign
physicians to serve patients in this
country. The immigration benefits his-
torically provided by the Conrad pro-
gram, and enhanced in this bill, pro-
vide crucial incentives to foreign doc-
tors. And when they do come to our
country, it is vital that we make sure
that they end up in the places that
need them most.

This bill makes the Conrad 30 pro-
gram permanent, something that I be-
lieve is long overdue. It also invites a
new group of foreign doctors to take
part in the program, a change that
could dramatically expand the pool of
doctors practicing in rural and under-
served areas. Further, the bill creates a
mechanism by which the current cap of
30 doctors per state can significantly
expand, while protecting the interests
of those states that have had difficulty
recruiting doctors under the program.
The bill also creates an important new
incentive for doctors to participate in
the program by granting them a green
card cap exemption when they have
completed their service. Finally, the
bill gives increased flexibility to State
health authorities to determine the
needs of their State in utilizing Conrad
waivers.

I strongly believe the Conrad State 30
Improvement Act can be of great ben-
efit to every state in the country and
help combat the growing shortage of
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health care providers in the United
States.

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 462—DESIG-
NATING THE FIRST WEEK OF
APRIL 2008 AS “NATIONAL AS-
BESTOS AWARENESS WEEK”

Mr. BAUCUS (for himself, Mr. REID,
Mr. LEAHY, Mr. TESTER, Mrs. MURRAY,
Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. DURBIN, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, and Mr. KENNEDY) submitted the
following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on the Judici-
ary:

S. RES. 462

Whereas dangerous asbestos fibers are in-
visible and cannot be smelled or tasted;

Whereas the inhalation of airborne asbes-
tos fibers can cause significant damage;

Whereas these fibers can cause mesothe-
lioma, asbestosis, and other health problems;

Whereas asbestos-related diseases can take
10 to 50 years to present themselves;

Whereas the expected survival time for
those diagnosed with mesothelioma is be-
tween 6 and 24 months;

Whereas generally little is known about
late stage treatment and there is no cure for
asbestos-related diseases;

Whereas early detection of asbestos-re-
lated diseases may give some patients in-
creased treatment options and might im-
prove their prognosis;

Whereas the United States has substan-
tially reduced its consumption of asbestos
yet continues to consume almost 2,000 met-
ric tons of the fibrous mineral for use in cer-
tain products throughout the Nation;

Whereas asbestos-related diseases have
killed thousands of people in the United
States;

Whereas asbestos exposures continue and
safety and prevention will reduce and has re-
duced significantly asbestos exposure and as-
bestos-related diseases;

Whereas asbestos has been a cause of occu-
pational cancer;

Whereas thousands of workers in the
United States face significant asbestos expo-
sure;

Whereas thousands of people in the United
States die from asbestos-related diseases
every year;

Whereas a significant percentage of all as-
bestos-related disease victims were exposed
to asbestos on naval ships and in shipyards;

Whereas asbestos was used in the construc-
tion of a significant number of office build-
ings and public facilities built before 1975;

Whereas people in the small community of
Libby, Montana have asbestos-related dis-
eases at a significantly higher rate than the
national average and suffer from mesothe-
lioma at a significantly higher rate than the
national average; and

Whereas the establishment of a ‘“National
Asbestos Awareness Week” would raise pub-
lic awareness about the prevalence of asbes-
tos-related diseases and the dangers of asbes-
tos exposure: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the first week of April 2008
as ‘‘National Asbestos Awareness Week’’;

(2) urges the Surgeon General, as a public
health issue, to warn and educate people
that asbestos exposure may be hazardous to
their health; and

(3) respectfully requests the Secretary of
the Senate to transmit a copy of this resolu-
tion to the Surgeon General.

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I rise to
talk about an important resolution I
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am submitting. It is the asbestos
awareness week resolution. This reso-
lution has passed the Senate for 3
yvears, and I am pleased to submit it
again this year.

This is a very deeply personal issue
for me. About 8 years ago, I was in
Libby, MT, in the living room of Les
Skramstad, and there were several peo-
ple in the room who were suffering
from asbestos-related diseases. This
was in Libby. Since then, about 200
people have died of asbestos-related
diseases.

Les Skramstad, whom I met that day
about 8 or 9 years ago, was dying from
mesothelioma. He looked at me and
said: As a U.S. Senator, I expect you do
something to help us in Libby.

I said: You bet.

He looked me straight in the eye, and
because he has been around a little bit,
he said: Senator, I am going to be
watching you to make sure that is not
just an idle promise. I will be watching
you.

Boy, I got the message loudly and
clearly. I decided right then at that
moment that I need to do all I can to
help make sure that people in Libby,
MT, get justice. As I said, over 200 peo-
ple died since then.

He was an employee of a W.R. Grace
mine. W.R. Grace clearly knew it was
poisoning people in Libby, MT, in its
mine there. It did not admit it. There
is a criminal case going on right now
against the officers of W.R. Grace
claiming that they did know what they
were doing.

Asbestos from this mine is called
tremolite. It is not the ordinary crys-
tal asbestos. This is tremolite asbestos,
which is much more pernicious. It gets
more deeply embedded in your lungs,
more angles to the dust that gets into
your lungs. It is harder to detect.
Sometimes the latency period can be
from 20 to 30 years.

Les would come home all dusty from
the mine, and he would go home and
embrace his wife, and his kids would
jump into his lap. Guess what. Les is
now dead. He died last month from
mesothelioma. Les’s wife is dying from
asbestos-related diseases. Three of his
four children are now dying.

It is the dust, the asbestos dust that
is in Libby, MT. This stuff was used on
playgrounds. It was used on golf
courses. It was used for insulation in
attics in homes. People have died and
are dying. We are doing all we can to
address this, and we are trying to get
them proper medical care.

There is a clinic called the CARD
Clinic in Libby which is doing a really
good job in screening people, trying to
find out who has it and who doesn’t.
Again, it is very hard to find. You need
special techniques. We had to change
the disability laws in America be-
cause—not change but point out to the
Social Security Administration that
this is a different kind of asbestos, it is
not ordinary asbestos, and then decide
whether to grant disability payments.
They were looking at ordinary asbes-
tos. They didn’t know about this asbes-
tos. They didn’t know about tremolite
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asbestos. Finally, people in Montana
are getting disability benefits because
of the asbestos diseases they have.

So I am very proud to submit this
resolution. As I said, I have been doing
this for several years, and we are mak-
ing this National Asbestos Recognition
Week in April, the first week in April.
I believe it is so important to highlight
this dread disease so we can stamp out
the scourge and, in my view, finally
banish asbestos. If we can accomplish
that, then in some small way we have
vindicated the people of Libby, MT.

————

NOTICE OF HEARING

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public
that an oversight hearing has been
scheduled before the Senate Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources. The
hearing will be held on Wednesday,
March 5, 2008, at 3 p.m., in room SD-366
of the Dirksen Senate Office Building.

The purpose is to receive testimony
on the impacts of the capability of the
United States to maintain a domestic
enrichment capability as a result of
the recently initialed amendment be-
tween the United States and the Rus-
sian Federation on the Agreement Sus-
pending the Antidumping Investigation
on Uranium from the Russian Federa-
tion.

Because of the limited time available
for the hearing, witnesses may testify
by invitation only. However, those
wishing to submit written testimony
for the hearing record may do so by
sending it to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources, United States
Senate, Washington, DC 20510-6150, or
by e-mail to Rose-
marie_Calabro@energy.senate.gov.

For further information, please con-
tact Jonathan Epstein (202) 228-3031 or
Rosemarie Calabro at (202) 224-5039.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, February 27,
2008, at 9:30 a.m., in open session, and
possibly closed session, to receive tes-
timony on the current and future
worldwide threats to the national secu-
rity of the United States.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND

TRANSPORTATION

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Wednesday, February 27, 2008, at 2:30
p.m., in room 253 of the Russell
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