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prices for necessary feedstocks and 
transportation to customers, along 
with all the other hurdles that must be 
overcome in the global economy, have 
put this industry, which began here 
and which supplied vital products to 
customers the world over, at risk of 
being another industry the United 
States could lose to our foreign trading 
competitors. However, this industry 
meets challenges every day. This legis-
lation will allow American chemical 
companies to once again demonstrate a 
passion for excellence, safety, and in-
novation that will be a source of envy 
around the world and create a genera-
tion’s worth of good-paying jobs that 
States like West Virginia can build an 
economy around. 

Mr. President, I call on my col-
leagues to take up and pass the Green 
Chemistry Research and Development 
Act. 

f 

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 

SPECIAL WARFARE OPERATOR CHIEF PETTY 
OFFICER NATHAN H. HARDY 

Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, I rise 
today to pay a heartfelt tribute to spe-
cial warfare operator CPO, SEAL, Na-
than H. Hardy of Durham, NH. Sadly 
on February 4, 2008 while supporting 
Operation Iraqi Freedom, this brave 29- 
year old patriot gave his life for his 
team and for our Nation during combat 
operations in Iraq. Chief Hardy was a 
member of Naval Special Warfare Tac-
tical Development and Evaluation 
Squadron THREE, Dam Neck, VA, and 
was serving our country in his fourth 
deployment to Iraq. 

Nathan, or Nate to family and 
friends, was a 1997 graduate of Oyster 
River High School, Durham, NH, where 
he excelled in soccer and lacrosse. He 
enlisted in the U.S. Navy on November 
4, 1997, received basic training in Great 
Lakes, IL, Undersea Demolition/SEAL 
training in Coronado, CA, and attended 
the Defense Language Institute in 
Monterey, CA. During his Navy career 
he served entirely with east coast- 
based SEAL teams. 

Friends say from his youth Nate 
dreamed of becoming a U.S. Navy 
SEAL, one of the most challenging, 
rigorous, and elite fighting organiza-
tions in the history of the world. He 
applied his fierce competitiveness and 
team spirit to achieve success and 
served our Nation with deep pride and 
great courage. He loved what he did, 
and that was obvious. 

The awards and decorations Nate re-
ceived serve as testimony to his strong 
character and extraordinary perform-
ance. They include two Bronze Star 
Medals, Purple Heart, two Navy Marine 
Corps Achievement Medals, Combat 
Action Ribbon—approval pending— 
three Good Conduct Medals, two Na-
tional Defense Service Medals, Armed 
Forces Expeditionary Medal, Afghani-
stan Campaign Medal, Iraq Campaign 
Medal, Kosovo Campaign Medal, Global 
War on Terrorism Expeditionary 
Medal, Global War on Terrorism Serv-

ice Medal, three Sea Service Deploy-
ment Medals, NATO Medal, Expert 
Rifle Medal and the Sharpshooter Pis-
tol Medal. 

During our country’s difficult Revo-
lutionary War, Thomas Paine wrote 
‘‘These are the times that try men’s 
souls. The summer soldier and the sun-
shine patriot will, in this crisis, shrink 
from the service of their country; but 
he that stands it now, deserves the love 
and thanks of man and woman.’’ In 
these turbulent times Chief Hardy 
stood with the country he loved, served 
it with distinction and valor, and 
earned and deserves our love and 
thanks. Because of his efforts, the lib-
erty of this country is made more se-
cure. 

My sympathy, condolences, and pray-
ers go out to Nate’s wife Mindi, son 
Parker, parents Steve and Donna, 
brother Ben, and to his other family 
members and many friends who have 
suffered this most grievous loss. All 
will sorely miss Nate Hardy—devoted 
husband, caring father, dedicated son, 
loyal brother, good friend, outstanding 
SEAL. Laid to rest at Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery, Chief Hardy joins his 
fellow heroes in eternal peace at our 
military’s most sacred place. His sac-
rifice will live on forever among the 
many dedicated heroes this Nation has 
sent abroad to defend freedom. In the 
words of another son of New Hamp-
shire, Daniel Webster—may his remem-
brance be as longlasting as the land he 
honored. God bless Nathan Hardy. 

f 

REMEMBERING JANEZ DRNOVS̆EK 

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I have 
come to the floor to pay tribute to a 
good friend, Janez Drnovs̆ek, who 
passed away on Saturday. Dr. Drnovs̆ek 
served as the second Prime Minister of 
Slovenia from 1992 to 2002, and as 
President from 2002 to 2007. In these 
and other capacities, he played a truly 
historic role in giving birth to a free 
and independent Slovenia, while avoid-
ing the bloodshed and warfare that en-
gulfed other nations as they seceded 
from the former Yugoslavia. 

Dr. Drnovs̆ek was born on May 17, 
1950, in Celje. He graduated from the 
University of Ljubljana’s Faculty of 
Economics. In 1986, he finished his doc-
toral studies in economic science at 
the University of Maribor. In 1994, he 
received an honorary doctorate from 
Boston University. In 2004 he was 
named Protector and Honorary Sen-
ator of the European Academy of 
Sciences and Arts in Salzburg. 

But Dr. Drnovs̆ek will be best re-
membered as a statesman of enormous 
ability, vision, and courage. A brilliant 
economist, he unleashed the entrepre-
neurial spirit of the Slovenian people 
and played a historic role in estab-
lishing his new nation as a robust de-
mocracy with one of the most success-
ful economies in Central and Eastern 
Europe. Today, thanks in large meas-
ure to Dr. Drnovs̆ek’s leadership, Slo-
venia is a full member of the European 

Union and NATO, and a force for sta-
bility and democratic reform across 
the Balkans. 

The world looks at Slovenia’s success 
in the nearly 17 years since she de-
clared independence, and it wonders: 
How could a nation of just 2 million 
people accomplish so much in so short 
period of time? As an American, I know 
the answer. Bear in mind that, when 
Jefferson wrote the Declaration of 
Independence, America was also a na-
tion of just 2 million people. Like Slo-
venians in 1991, Americans in 1776 
dared to break away from a much larg-
er and more powerful mother country. 
Like Slovenians, Americans demanded 
a democratic course for their new 
country. 

But the most important parallel be-
tween our two countries is this: Histo-
rians of the American Revolution have 
marveled that a tiny nation of just 2 
million people was blessed with such an 
extraordinary collection of thinkers 
and leaders, including Washington, Jef-
ferson, and Franklin. At this crucial 
crossroads in Slovenia’s history, it, 
too, has been blessed with extraor-
dinary leaders. And Dr. Drnovs̆ek will 
be remembered as one of the most tal-
ented of these Founding Fathers. 

On a personal note, I was very fortu-
nate to spend time with President 
Drnovs̆ek during my trip to Slovenia in 
August 2005. Clearly, he was an inde-
pendent thinker and a free spirit. One 
obituary in the Washington Post on 
Sunday noted that in his youth and 
early adulthood, he was a member of 
the Communist Party, which was the 
only political force in the former Yugo-
slavia. But he was never a Communist 
at heart, and he made a point of going 
off to ski whenever the party held a 
congress. 

Mr. President, with the passing of Dr. 
Janez Drnovs̆ek, the world has lost an 
important leader and a wonderfully de-
cent human being. He was instru-
mental in founding and nurturing a 
free, democratic, successful Slovenia. 
History will not forget him, nor will 
the citizens of his grateful nation. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO J. SHANE CREAMER 

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I seek 
recognition today to express my 
thanks to Shane Creamer, on his ex-
traordinary volunteer service to the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania as the 
State president for the American Asso-
ciation of Retired Persons, the AARP. 
I also express deep regret that Mr. 
Creamer will no longer serve on the Ex-
ecutive Council as the Pennsylvania 
State president for the AARP as he 
will be stepping down February 22, 2008. 
He currently holds the highest volun-
teer position within the AARP and has 
since 2002. 

In 1951, Shane Creamer graduated 
from Villanova University and in 1953 
graduated from Temple University 
School of Law. During his time at each 
institution he served as student body 
president. Immediately after earning 
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his law degree, Shane spent 2 years in 
the U.S. Army assigned to the Staff 
Judge Advocate. Before entering pri-
vate practice, Creamer spent 11 years 
with the U.S. Justice Department in 
Philadelphia, including 8 years as the 
first assistant U.S. attorney and in 1968 
served as the first director of the Penn-
sylvania Crime Commission. In 1968 he 
published the first edition of his first 
book ‘‘The Law of Arrest, Search and 
Seizure,’’ which was used as a training 
manual for the U.S. Secret Service for 
a number of years in the 1970s and 
1980s. In 1971, he published his second 
book, ‘‘A Citizens Guide to Legal 
Rights.’’ 

From 1971 to 1973 Shane served as the 
attorney general of the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania, which was followed by 
a successful career as a trial lawyer 
specializing in civil and criminal cases 
with the law firms Carroll, Creamer 
and Duffy; Sprague, Creamer and 
Sprague; Montgomery McCracken; and 
Dilworth, Paxson, LLP. In 1980 he re-
turned to Villanova University as a 
professor at the law school for 5 years. 
Shane has also served as chairman of 
the board of trustees of the Philadel-
phia Prison System and as a member of 
the board of Goodwill Industries. He 
continues his dedication to service as a 
member of both the board of the Penn-
sylvania Prison Society and Joint 
State Government Commission’s Advi-
sory Committee on Wrongful Convic-
tions. 

As president of AARP Pennsylvania, 
Shane championed the interests of 
Pennsylvania’s 1,905,000 seniors. Older 
Pennsylvanians have certainly bene-
fited from Shane’s passion and tireless 
dedication. During his tenure, AARP 
fought for Medicare Part D drug cov-
erage and won approval of a new State 
law that ends discrimination against 
older workers receiving Social Secu-
rity. The AARP has recently helped 
strengthen the Pharmaceutical Assist-
ance Contract for the Elderly, PACE, 
and the PACE Needs Enhancement Tier 
in Pennsylvania, expanded the prop-
erty tax and rent rebate program, and 
improved the State’s long-term care 
system. 

Shane Creamer is an outstanding ad-
vocate in the fight to protect the inter-
ests of older Pennsylvanians and truly 
a great supporter for the elderly. He 
will be missed in his capacity as Penn-
sylvania’s AARP president as he goes 
forward in his future endeavors. I con-
gratulate him on a brilliant tenure and 
applaud Shane’s outstanding service to 
the people of Pennsylvania. I wish him, 
his wife Mary-Ellen, and all his family 
the very best in the years to come. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO JUDGE ALLEN SHARP 

∑ Mr. LUGAR. Mr. President, today I 
pay tribute to a remarkable Hoosier, 
Judge Allen Sharp, as he assumes Sen-
ior Status after 34 years as a judge on 

the U.S. District Court for the North-
ern District of Indiana. As he enters 
this next phase of his career, I know 
that Judge Sharp will continue to 
serve the people of our State and Na-
tion. 

Upon graduating from the Indiana 
University School of Law in 1957, Judge 
Sharp entered private practice in Wil-
liamsport, IN, successfully arguing 
Hopkins v. Cohen before the U.S. Su-
preme Court in 1968. In 1969 Sharp be-
came a Judge of the Appellate Court of 
Indiana, serving the people of Indiana 
in that capacity until he was confirmed 
as a U.S. District Judge in 1973. 

Over the course of nearly three and a 
half decades on the U.S. District Court 
for the Northern District of Indiana, 
including 15 years as chief judge, Judge 
Sharp has served with distinction. In 
the performance of his duties, he has 
presided over civil and criminal jury 
trials in four different U.S. District 
Courts and sat by special designation 
on four U.S. Appeals Courts. 

In addition to his exemplary service 
to our Nation as a member of the Fed-
eral judiciary, Judge Sharp also served 
with the U.S. Air Force Reserve, rising 
to the rank of Lieutenant Colonel. 

Outside of the courtroom, Judge 
Sharp has also distinguished himself as 
a scholar, teaching at Butler Univer-
sity, Indiana University South Bend, 
and Milligan College. He has also au-
thored both books and scholarly arti-
cles, several of which focus on histor-
ical aspects of the law and government. 

I am pleased to join with my col-
leagues in congratulating Judge Sharp 
and his family as we celebrate his re-
markable service.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING LIVING NUTZ 
∑ Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize a small business from my 
home State of Maine that has revolu-
tionized the health snack food market. 
Living Nutz, a company that sells all- 
natural, organic nuts and seeds in a va-
riety of delicious flavors, provides its 
customers with delicious treats that 
are exceedingly nutritious without sac-
rificing an ounce of taste. 

Seth Leaf Pruzansky and Davy 
Pruzansky, brothers who founded Liv-
ing Nutz in 2002 in the basement of 
their house in Bowdoinham, ME, rep-
resent the hard work and passionate 
drive that go into small businesses in 
Maine and across the Nation. It takes 
Living Nutz’s core group of seven em-
ployees about a week to clean, season, 
and prepare nuts for distribution to re-
tail stores throughout the United 
States and Canada, as well as for sales 
through Living Nutz’s website. From 
almonds to walnuts and raisins to 
pumpkin seeds, Living Nutz offers 19 
varieties, including sweet ones like Ba-
nana Bread and Cina-Pecan-Bun, and 
spicy ones like Lemon Tahini Twist 
and Spicy Onion Garlic. The company 
is also certified by the Maine Organic 
Farmers and Gardeners Association, 
ensuring both the quality and authen-
ticity of its snacks. 

Living Nutz employs a time-intensive 
process to produce several thousand 
pounds of nuts each week. First, the 
nuts are soaked overnight in water. 
Then, the next morning, employees 
place the nuts in large bowls and add 
all-natural flavoring. The nuts are fi-
nally placed into dehydrators for 5 
days before being packaged and 
shipped. The Pruzansky brothers be-
lieve that the soaking method delivers 
a more desirous product, and one that 
is easier to digest. They say that these 
‘‘living nuts’’ are significantly richer 
in enzymes and nutrients than nuts 
that are cooked. In the end, this 
lengthy procedure yields healthy and 
taste-filled nuts, as well as repeat cus-
tomers and devoted fans of the com-
pany. 

Living Nutz recently played a cameo 
role in the 2008 Screen Actors Guild 
awards, as the Guild selected the com-
pany to contribute 1,500 bags of its 
mixed nuts for the actors’ and 
attendees’ gift bags. What makes this 
occasion so unique is that the Screen 
Actors Guild actually approached the 
Pruzansky brothers with the oppor-
tunity, instead of vice versa. As a re-
sult of this exposure, the brothers hope 
to take on new customers and even ce-
lebrity clientele, and are seeking to ex-
pand by adding new facilities, equip-
ment, and employees. 

The Pruzansky brothers and Living 
Nutz are symbols of Maine’s great 
small business achievements. They 
have proven beyond a doubt that 
healthy food can taste great. The 
brothers’ unique spin on healthy food, 
combined with their great sense of 
business skills, has made Living Nutz 
such a successful company. Therefore, I 
congratulate the company on its suc-
cess from Maine to Hollywood, and 
wish everyone at Living Nutz the best 
for years to come.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Messages from the President of the 

United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mrs. Neiman, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 
As in executive session the Presiding 

Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The nominations received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 
At 5:23 p.m., a message from the 

House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bill, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 5264. An act to extend the Andean 
Trade Preference Act, and for other pur-
poses. 
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