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WEBB) was added as a cosponsor of S.
Res. 252, a resolution recognizing the
increasingly mutually beneficial rela-
tionship between the United States of
America and the Republic of Indonesia.
S. RES. 449

At the request of Mr. SMITH, the
name of the Senator from Nevada (Mr.
ENSIGN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
Res. 449, a resolution condemning in
the strongest possible terms President
of Iran Mahmoud Ahmadinejad’s state-
ments regarding the State of Israel and
the Holocaust and calling for all mem-
ber States of the United Nations to do
the same.

S. RES. 455

At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
names of the Senator from Maryland
(Ms. MIKULSKI), the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. BOXER), the Senator from
Connecticut (Mr. LIEBERMAN), the Sen-
ator from Nebraska (Mr. HAGEL), the
Senator from New York (Mr. SCHUMER)
and the Senator from Colorado (Mr.
ALLARD) were added as cosponsors of S.
Res. 455, a resolution calling for peace
in Darfur.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. KERRY (for himself and
Mr. ENSIGN):

S. 2668. A bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to remove cell
phones from listed property under sec-
tion 280F; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, today
Senator ENSIGN and I are introducing
the MOBILE Cell Phone Act, Modernize
Our Bookkeeping in the Law for Em-
ployees’ Cell Phone Act 2008. The pur-
pose of this legislation is to update the
tax treatment of cell phones and mo-
bile communication devices.

During the past 20 years, the use of
cell phone and mobile communication
devices has skyrocketed. Cell phones
are no longer viewed as an executive
perk or a luxury item. They no longer
resemble suitcases or are hardwired to
the floor of an automobile. Cell phone
and mobile communication devices are
now part of daily business practices at
all levels.

In 1989, Congress passed a law, which
added cell phones to the definition of
listed property under section 280F(d)(4)
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986.
Treating cell phones as listed property
requires substantial documentation in
order for cell phones to benefit from
accelerated depreciation and not be
treated as taxable income to the em-
ployee. This documentation is required
to substantiate that the cell phone is
used for business purposes more than 50
percent of the time. Generally, listed
property is property that inherently
lends itself to personal use, such as
automobiles.

Back in 1989, cell phone technology
was an expensive technology worthy of
detailed logsheets. At that time, it was
difficult to envision cell phones that
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could be placed in a pocket or handbag.
Congress was skeptical about the daily
business use of cell phones.

Technological advances have revolu-
tionized the cell phone and mobile
communication device industries.
Twenty years ago, no one could have
imagined the role BlackBerries play in
our day-to-day communications. Cell
phones and mobile communication de-
vices are now widespread throughout
all types of businesses. Employers pro-
vide their employees with these devices
to enable them to remain connected 24
hours a day, seven days a week. The
cost of the devices has been reduced,
and most providers offer unlimited
airtime for one monthly rate.

Recently, the Internal Revenue Serv-
ice reminded field examiners of the
substantiation rules for cell phones as
listed property. The current rule re-
quires employers to maintain expen-
sive and detailed logs, and employers
caught without cell phone logs could
face tax penalties.

The MOBILE Cell Phone Act of 2008
updates the tax treatment of cell
phones and mobile communication de-
vices by repealing the requirement
that employers maintain detailed logs.
The tax code should keep pace with
technological advances. There is no
longer a reason that cell phones and
mobile communication devices should
be treated differently from office
phones or computers.

I urge my colleagues to support this
commonsense change.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the text of the bill be printed
in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 2668

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Modernize
Our Bookkeeping In the Law for Employee’s
Cell Phone Act of 2008’

SEC. 2. REMOVAL OF CELLULAR TELEPHONES

(OR SIMILAR TELECOMMUNI-
CATIONS EQUIPMENT) FROM LISTED
PROPERTY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraph (A) of sec-
tion 280F(d)(4) of the Internal Revenue Code
(defining listed property) is amended by in-
serting ‘‘and” at the end of clause (iv), by
striking clause (v), and by redesignating
clause (vi) as clause (V).

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by subsection (a) shall apply to taxable
years beginning after December 31, 2007.

————————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 461 —DESIG-
NATING MARCH 1, 2008 AS
“WORLD FRIENDSHIP DAY”

Mr. ISAKSON (for himself and Mr.
CHAMBLISS) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on the Judiciary:

S. REs. 461

Whereas it should be the goal of all Ameri-
cans to promote international understanding
and good will;
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Whereas personal friendships among indi-
vidual citizens can foster greater under-
standing among nations and cultures;

Whereas people all over the world have
travelled or opened their homes as hosts in
order to promote international under-
standing;

Whereas nonprofit organizations such as
Friendship Force International, which was
founded in Atlanta, Georgia, in 1977, have
helped to promote such international ex-
changes;

Whereas, today, there are more than 35,000
members of Friendship Force International
in 40 States and 58 foreign countries who are
building bridges across the cultural barriers
that separate people; and

Whereas, in order to celebrate on an an-
nual basis the cause of peace through inter-
national understanding, March 1, 2008 should
be recognized as World Friendship Day: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) honors those who promote international
understanding and good will in the world;
and

(2) designates March 1, 2008 as ‘““World
Friendship Day’’, and asks people every-
where to mark and celebrate the day appro-
priately.

———

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 4085. Ms. KLOBUCHAR submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill S. 2663, to reform the Consumer
Product Safety Commission to provide
greater protection for children’s products, to
improve the screening of noncompliant con-
sumer products, to improve the effectiveness
of consumer product recall programs, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 4086. Mr. NELSON of Florida (for Mr.
INOUYE (for himself and Mr. STEVENS)) pro-
posed an amendment to the bill S. 428, to
amend the Wireless Communications and
Public Safety Act of 1999, and for other pur-
poses.

———

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 4085. Ms. KLOBUCHAR submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by her to the bill S. 2663, to reform the
Consumer Product Safety Commission
to provide greater protection for chil-
dren’s products, to improve the screen-
ing of noncompliant consumer prod-
ucts, to improve the effectiveness of
consumer product recall programs, and
for other purposes; which was ordered
to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. ——. INDUSTRY-SPONSORED TRAVEL BAN.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Act, as amended by
section 30 of this Act, is further amended by
adding at the end thereof the following:

“SEC. 42. PROHIBITION ON INDUSTRY-SPON-
SORED TRAVEL.

‘“(a) PROHIBITION.—Notwithstanding sec-
tion 1353 of title 31, United States Code, no
Commissioner or employee of the Commis-
sion shall accept payment or reimbursement
for travel, subsistence, or related expenses
with respect to attendance by a Commis-
sioner or employee at any meeting or similar
function relating to official duties of a Com-
missioner or an employee, from a person—

‘(1) seeking official action from, doing
business with, or conducting activities regu-
lated by, the Commission; or
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‘“(2) whose interests may be substantially
affected by the performance or nonperform-
ance of the Commissioner’s or employee’s of-
ficial duties.

“(b) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS
FOR OFFICIAL TRAVEL.—There are authorized
to be appropriated, for each of fiscal years
2009 through 2011, $1,200,000 to the Commis-
sion for travel, subsistence, and related ex-
penses necessary in furtherance of the offi-
cial duties of Commissioners and employ-
ees.”.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The table of
contents, as amended by section 30 of this
Act, is further amended by inserting after
the item relating to section 40 the following:

““Sec. 42. Prohibition on industry-sponsored
travel.”.

SA 4086. Mr. NELSON of Florida (for
Mr. INOUYE (for himself and Mr. STE-
VENS)) proposed an amendment to the
bill S. 428, to amend the Wireless Com-
munications and Public Safety Act of
1999, and for other purposes; as follows:

On page 11, strike lines 1 through 7 and in-
sert the following:

‘“(e) FCC AUTHORITY TO REQUIRE 9-1-1
SERVICE.—The Commission may require any
provider of a voice service that is a sub-
stitute for telephone exchange service (as de-
fined in section 3(47) of the Communications
Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 153(47))) to provide 9-1-
1 service, including enhanced 9-1-1 service,
to its subscribers. Nothing in this subsection
shall limit or otherwise affect the authority
of the Commission under the Communica-
tions Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 151 et seq.).”.

On page 11, beginning in line 12, strike
“that term’” and insert ‘‘the term ‘Inter-
connected VoIP Service’”.

On page 11, beginning in line 14, strike ‘(47
C.F.R. 9.3), as those regulations may be
amended by the Commission from time to
time.” and insert ‘(47 C.F.R. 9.3).”".

On page 18, strike lines 8 through 17 and in-
sert the following:

(b) AVAILABILITY OF PSAP INFORMATION.—
The Federal Communications Commission
may compile a list of public safety answer-
ing point contact information, as well as
contact information for 9-1-1 component pro-
viders, for the purpose of assisting IP-en-
abled voice service providers and others in
complying with this Act and section 1568(d) of
the National Telecommunications and Infor-
mation Administration Organization Act (47
U.S.C. 942(d)) as amended by subsection (a),
and may make any portion of such informa-
tion available to the public if such avail-
ability would improve public safety.

On page 19, line 13, insert ‘“‘Federal Com-
munications’ after ‘“The”’

On page 20, after line 9, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. 7. Section 2301 of the Implementing
Recommendations of the 9/11 Commission
Act of 2007 (47 U.S.C. 901 note) is amended by
striking ‘‘the ‘Improving Emergency Com-
munications Act of 2007°.”’ and inserting ‘‘the
‘911 Modernization Act’.”.

———

NOTICES OF HEARINGS

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public
that an oversight hearing has been
scheduled before the Senate Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources. The
hearing will be held on Tuesday, March
4, 2008, at 10 a.m., in room SD-366 of the
Dirksen Senate Office Building.
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The purpose of this oversight hearing
is to receive testimony on the Energy
Information Administration’s revised
Annual Energy Outlook.

Because of the limited time available
for the hearing, witnesses may testify
by invitation only. However, those
wishing to submit written testimony
for the hearing record may do so by
sending it to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources, United States
Senate, Washington, DC 20510-6150, or
by e-mail to Rose-
marie_Calabro@energy.senate.gov.

For further information, please con-
tact Tara Billingsley at (202) 224-4756 or
Rosemarie Calabro at (202) 224-5039.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public
that an oversight hearing has been
scheduled before the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources.

The hearing will be held on Wednes-
day, March 12, 2008 at 2:15 p.m., in room
SD-366 of the Dirksen Senate Office
Building.

The purpose of this oversight hearing
is to receive testimony on Hardrock
Mining: Issues Relating to Abandoned
Mine Lands and Uranium Mining.

Because of the limited time available
for the hearing, witnesses may testify
by invitation only. However, those
wishing to submit written testimony
for the hearing record should send it to
the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources, United States Senate,
Washington, DC 20510-6150, or by e-mail
to Gina_Weinstock@energy.senate.gov.

For further information, please con-
tact Patty Beneke at 202-224-5451 or
Gina Weinstock at 202-224-5684.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Tuesday, February 26, 2008,
at 9:30 a.m., in open session in order to
receive testimony on the Department
of the Army in review of the defense
authorization request for fiscal year
2009 and the future years defense pro-
gram.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate in order to
conduct a hearing on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 26, 2008, at 10 a.m., in room SD366
of the Dirksen Senate Office Building.
At this hearing, the Committee will
hear testimony regarding U.S. oil in-
ventory policies, including the Stra-
tegic Petroleum Reserve policies.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without

objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Tuesday, February 26, 2008, at 10
a.m., in room 215 of the Dirksen Senate
Office Building, in order to hear testi-
mony on ‘‘Economic and Fiscal Condi-
tions of the States.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Select
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on February 26, 2008, at 2:30
p.m. in order to hold a closed hearing.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—
H.R. 1254

Mr. NELSON of Florida. Mr. Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that the
Senate proceed to the immediate con-
sideration of Calendar No. 435, H.R.
1254, the Presidential Library Donation
Reform Act of 2007; that the com-
mittee-reported amendments be con-
sidered and agreed to; that the bill, as
amended, be read a third time, passed,
and the motion to reconsider be laid
upon the table; and that any state-
ments relating to the bill be printed in
the RECORD, as if read, without further
intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, reserv-
ing the right to object, I ask the Sen-
ator to modify his request to include
an amendment I have at the desk
which makes the bill applicable to
Presidents serving on or after January
21, 2009.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the
Senator so modify his request?

Mr. NELSON of Florida. Mr. Presi-
dent, there is an objection. I object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator declines to modify his original re-
quest. Is there an objection to the re-
quest as originally stated?

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, I ob-
ject.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, I want
to clarify why I am objecting to the
passage of H.R. 1254, the Presidential
Library Donation Reform Act, in its
current form.

In the past, I supported a bill very
similar to this. I have always sup-
ported transparency in these matters.

My concern is in the fairness of pass-
ing this legislation today. When this
legislation was introduced at the very
beginning of this administration’s ten-
ure, I supported it because it would
have provided sufficient notice to the
new administration of a change in re-
porting requirements.
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