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of Northern Illinois University and opened
fire on the students assembled there;

Whereas the gunman took the lives of 5
students and wounded 17 more;

Whereas the 5 students who lost their lives
that day were—

(1) Gayle Dubowski, age 20, of Carol
Stream, Illinois, a devout member of her
church who sang in the church choir and
worked as a camp counselor and volunteer in
rural Kentucky;

(2) Catalina ‘‘Cati” Garcia, age 20, of Cic-
ero, Illinois, a first-generation American
who had hoped to be a teacher, was her fam-
ily’s ‘‘princess” and inspiration, and was
rarely seen without a beaming smile;

(3) Julianna Gehant, age 32, of Mendota, Il-
linois, who dreamed of becoming a teacher,
and who had spent more than 12 years in the
United States Army and Army Reserve serv-
ing our Nation and saving money for college;

(4) Ryanne Mace, age 19, of Carpentersville,
Illinois, a much-loved only child who was
rarely without a warm smile and hoped to be
a counselor so she could help others; and

(6) Daniel Parmenter, age 20, of West-
chester, Illinois, “Danny’’ to his friends, a 6-
foot, 5-inch rugby player with a gentle spirit
and a bright future, who died trying to pro-
tect his girlfriend from gunfire;

Whereas the Northern Illinois University
Police Department, the Police Departments
of DeKalb, Sycamore, Aurora, Batavia,
Cortland, Galesburg, Genoa, Geneva,
Mendota, St. Charles, Rockford, and the Vil-
lage of Winnebago, the Conservation Police,
the Sheriff’s Offices of DeKalb County, Win-
nebago County, and Kane County, the Kane
County Bomb Squad, the Illinois State Po-
lice, the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and
Explosives, Reach/Air Angel, Flight for Life,
Life Line, the Salvation Army, and the Fire
and Emergency Medical Services Depart-

ments of DeKalb, Sycamore, Cortland,
Malta, Maple Park, Rochelle, Hampshire,
Burlington, Shabbona, Hinckley, Genoa-

Kingston, Waterman, Elburn, St. Charles,
Ogle-Lee, Kaneville, Sugar Grove, North Au-
rora, and Somonauk responded to the emer-
gency promptly and assisted capably in the
initial crisis and the subsequent investiga-
tion;

Whereas the emergency responders and the
doctors, nurses, and other health care pro-
viders at Kishwaukee Community Hospital,
Saint Anthony Medical Center, Good Samar-
itan Hospital, Rockford Memorial Hospital,
and Northwestern Memorial Hospital pro-
vided professional and dedicated care to the
victims;

Whereas hundreds of volunteer counselors
from Illinois and across the Nation have
come to Northern Illinois University to as-
sist the campus community;

Whereas the students, faculty, staff, and
administration of Northern Illinois Univer-
sity, the people of the city of DeKalb and the
State of Illinois, and all Americans have
mourned the victims of this tragedy and
have offered support to the victims’ friends
and families and to the greater Northern Illi-
nois University community;

Whereas Northern Illinois University has
established a scholarship fund to honor the
memory of the students slain in the Feb-
ruary 14 tragedy; and

Whereas the Northern Illinois University
community is determined to move ‘‘forward,
together forward’, in the words of the
Huskie fight song, and to persevere through
this tragedy with heavy hearts but unbroken
spirits: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) expresses its sincere condolences to the
families, friends, and loved ones of those who
were killed in the tragic shooting on Feb-
ruary 14, 2008, at Northern Illinois University
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in DeKalb, Illinois: Gayle Dubowski, Cat-
alina Garcia, Julianna Gehant, Ryanne
Mace, and Daniel Parmenter;

(2) extends its support and prayers to those
who were wounded and wishes them a speedy
recovery;

(3) commends the emergency responders,
law enforcement officers, healthcare pro-
viders, and counselors who performed their
duties with professionalism and dedication
in response to the tragedy;

(4) reaffirms its commitment to helping
ensure that schools, colleges, and univer-
sities in the United States are safe and se-
cure environments for learning; and

(b) expresses its solidarity with Northern
Illinois University and its students, faculty,
staff, and administration as they mourn
their losses and as they recover from this
tragic incident.

———————

SENATE RESOLUTION 459—EX-
PRESSING THE STRONG SUP-
PORT OF THE SENATE FOR THE
NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY OR-
GANIZATION TO EXTEND INVITA-
TIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP TO AL-

BANIA, CROATIA, AND MAC-
EDONIA AT THE APRIL 2008 BU-
CHAREST SUMMIT, AND FOR

OTHER PURPOSES

Mr. LUGAR (for himself and Mr.
VOINOVICH) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on Foreign Relations:

S. REs. 459

Whereas the North Atlantic Treaty Organi-
zation (NATO) will hold a Heads of State and
Government summit at Bucharest, Romania
in April 2008;

Whereas NATO has successfully defended
the territory and interests of its members
for more than 50 years and contributed to
the spread of freedom, democracy, stability,
and peace throughout Europe;

Whereas Albania, Croatia, and Macedonia
have been preparing for NATO membership
for more than 8 years and are undergoing a
historic process of democratic and free mar-
ket transformation after emerging from dec-
ades of occupation;

Whereas Albania, Croatia, and Macedonia
have made important progress toward estab-
lishing civilian control of their militaries
and demonstrating their ability to operate
with the military forces of NATO nations at
Alliance standards;

Whereas Albania, Croatia, and Macedonia
continue to make important contributions
to the United Nations-mandated Inter-
national Security Assistance Force, oper-
ating under NATO leadership to assist the
Government of Afghanistan in extending and
exercising its authority and influence
throughout Afghanistan, creating the condi-
tions for stabilization and reconstruction;

Whereas Albania, Croatia, and Macedonia
have made important improvements in their
democratic processes, including—

(1) embracing ethnic diversity;

(2) respecting human rights;

(3) building a free market economy; and

(4) promoting good neighborly relations;

Whereas NATO conducted military oper-
ations against the Federal Republic of Yugo-
slavia to further the objective of a lasting
peace in Kosovo;

Whereas the United States has diplomati-
cally recognized the independence of Kosovo
and should support the integration of Kosovo
into international and Euro-Atlantic institu-
tions;

Whereas lasting stability and security in
Southeastern Europe requires the military,
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economic, and political integration of
emerging democracies into existing Euro-
pean structures;

Whereas Albania, Croatia, and Macedonia
can play important roles in NATO activities
in Southeastern Europe, through their
unique geostrategic position and by deter-
ring and disrupting any efforts by any party
to destabilize the region through violence;

Whereas Article 10 of the North Atlantic
Treaty, done in Washington on April 4, 1949,
states: ‘‘any other European state in a posi-
tion to further the principles of this Treaty
and to contribute to the security of the
North Atlantic area’ may be granted NATO
membership; and

Whereas the Riga Summit Declaration,
issued by NATO in November 2006, reaffirms
that “NATO remains open to new European
members’’: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that—

(1) the political independence and terri-
torial integrity of the emerging democracies
in Southeastern Europe are vital to Euro-
pean peace and security and to the interests
of the United States;

(2) the expansion of NATO contributes to
the Alliance’s continued effectiveness and
relevance;

(3) the Senate reaffirms its support for con-
tinued enlargement of NATO to include
qualified candidates; and

(4) the United States should take the lead
in supporting the awarding of invitations to
Albania, Croatia, and Macedonia to join the
Alliance at the NATO Summit at Bucharest,
Romania in April 2008.

Mr. LUGAR. Mr. President, I rise
today to introduce a resolution ex-
pressing the strong support of the Sen-
ate for the North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization to extend invitations for
membership to Albania, Croatia, and
Macedonia at the April 2008 Bucharest
Summit.

The goal of this legislation is to reaf-
firm United States support for contin-
ued enlargement of NATO to democ-
racies that are able and willing to meet
the responsibilities of membership. In
addition, it represents a call to the ad-
ministration to provide leadership at
the upcoming summit to secure this
important step in the development of
the NATO Alliance. Albania, Croatia,
and Macedonia have clearly stated
their desire to join NATO and are
working hard to meet the specified re-
quirements for membership.

The Governments in Tirana, Zagreb,
and Skopje have been preparing for
NATO membership for more then 8
years. Each of them is undergoing a
historic process of democratic and free
market transformation after emerging
from decades of occupation. They have
made important progress in estab-
lishing civilian control of their mili-
taries and demonstrating their ability
to operate with the military forces of
NATO nations at alliance standards.
Albania, Croatia, and Macedonia con-
tinue to make important contributions
to the United Nations-mandated Inter-
national Security Assistance Force,
ISAF, operating under NATO leader-
ship to assist the Government of Af-
ghanistan in extending and exercising
its authority and influence across the
country and creating the conditions for
stabilization and reconstruction. In ad-
dition the three candidates have made
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important improvements in their
democratic processes; toleration of
ethnic diversity; respect for human
rights; building a free market econ-
omy; and promotion of good neighborly
relations.

On February 18, 2008, the United
States and many of our European allies
diplomatically recognized the inde-
pendence of Kosovo. This was an im-
portant step in putting the bloody his-
tory of the Balkans in the past, but our
work there is not done. The United
States and our allies must support the
integration of Kosovo into inter-
national and Euro-Atlantic institu-
tions. We must also be prepared to
work closely with Serbia and assist
with their goals of joining the Euro-
pean Union and engaging European in-
stitutions. In my view, lasting sta-
bility and security in southeastern Eu-
rope requires the military, economic,
and political integration of emerging
democracies into existing European
structures.

Albania, Croatia, and Macedonia can
play important roles in NATO efforts
in Southeastern Europe. These three
countries occupy critical geostrategic
locations and are best situated to deter
and disrupt any efforts by any party to
destabilize the region through vio-
lence. NATO membership for these
countries would be a success for Eu-
rope, NATO, and the United States by
continuing to extend the zone of peace
and security into a region that pro-
duced a world war and numerous re-
gional conflicts that have cost the lives
of hundreds of thousands, including
Americans.

Bruce Jackson, president of the
Project on Transitional Democracies,
wrote in the Washington Post on Feb-
ruary 4 that ‘‘the transatlantic allies
face two critical questions when they
gather for their summit in Bucharest
in April. The first is whether to invite
Albania, Croatia and Macedonia to join
NATO, a decision that is the culmina-
tion of a 15-year effort to end the wars
that followed the breakup of Yugo-
slavia.”” Mr. Jackson points out that
“‘critics say that Albania, Croatia and
Macedonia are not ready for NATO
membership . . . But the fact is that Al-
bania, Croatia and Macedonia have
spent more than eight years in rig-
orous preparation for NATO member-
ship.”

Albania, Croatia, and Macedonia are
not perfect, and there is more each of
them needs to do economically and po-
litically. Nevertheless, all three coun-
tries bring important backgrounds to
the table: ‘‘Croatia has the most im-
pressive economic performance, and
real estate prices, of any country in
southern Europe. In recent years, Alba-
nia has contributed more soldiers to
missions in Iraq, Afghanistan and
international peacekeeping than most
NATO allies. And since the end of the
Balkan wars in 1999, Macedonia has
covered more ground in building an in-
tegrated, multi-ethnic society in a
short time than any other European
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nation. We now have a chance to bring
Catholic Croatia, secular-Islamic Alba-
nia and multi-ethnic, Orthodox Mac-
edonia into the Euro-Atlantic commu-
nity of democracies. Not bad.”

Mr. Jackson concludes by asking an
important question. ‘“Imagine if [the
Alliance] had waited until Greece and
Turkey had completed their internal
debates before inviting them to join
NATO. Any further delay on the can-
didacies of Albania, Croatia and Mac-
edonia will diminish regional stability
just as Kosovo begins its extended pe-
riod of supervised independence, and
will confuse and undercut the Euro-
pean Union as it takes over chief secu-
rity responsibilities from the United
States and NATO throughout the re-
gion. An inability to close this chapter
in the Balkans would also dangerously
slow our engagement with Europe’s
East.”

Now is the time for NATO to invite
these three important Balkan leaders
to join the alliance. If NATO is to con-
tinue to be the preeminent security al-
liance and serve the defense interests
of its membership, it must continue to
evolve and that evolution must include
enlargement. Potential NATO member-
ship motivates emerging democracies
to make important advances in areas
such as the rule of law and civil soci-
ety. A closer relationship with NATO
will promote these values in Albania,
Croatia, and Macedonia and contribute
to our mutual security.

Five years ago, the U.S. Senate
unanimously voted to invite seven
countries to join NATO. Today, Bul-
garia, HEstonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Ro-
mania, Slovakia, and Slovenia are
making significant contributions to
NATO and are among our closest allies
in the global war on terrorism. It is
time again for the United States to
take the lead in urging its allies to
bring in new members and to offer
timely admission of Albania, Croatia,
and Macedonia to NATO.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 460—TO AU-
THORIZE REPRESENTATION BY
THE SENATE LEGAL COUNSEL IN
THE CASE OF NATIONAL ASSO-
CIATION OF MANUFACTURERS V.
TAYLOR, ET AL

Mr. REID (for himself and Mr.
McCONNELL) submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 460

Whereas, in the case of National Associa-
tion of Manufacturers v. Taylor, et al., Case
No. 08-CV-208-CKK (D.D.C.), pending in the
United States District Court for the District
of Columbia, the plaintiff is asserting that
the reporting requirements of section 4(b)(3)
of the Lobbying Disclosure Act of 1995, 2
U.S.C. §1603(b)(3), as amended by section 207
of the Honest Leadership and Open Govern-
ment Act of 2007, Pub. L. No. 110-81, 121 Stat.
735, 747, are unconstitutional;

Whereas, the plaintiff has named the Sec-
retary of the Senate, Nancy Erickson, as a
defendant in her capacity as the officer of
the Senate responsible for the receipt of lob-
bying disclosure registrations and reports;
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Whereas, pursuant to sections 703(a) and
704(a)(1) of the Ethics in Government Act of
1978, 2 U.S.C. §§288b(a) and 288c(a)(l), the
Senate may direct its counsel to defend offi-
cers of the Senate in civil actions relating to
their official responsibilities: Now therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Senate Legal Counsel is
authorized to represent the Secretary of the
Senate in the case of National Association of
Manufacturers v. Taylor, et al.

———

NOTICES OF HEARINGS

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I would
like to announce that the Committee
on Indian Affairs will meet on Wednes-
day, February 27, at 9:30 a.m., in room
485 of the Russell Senate Office Build-
ing in order to conduct a hearing on S.
2232, the Foreign Aid Lessons for Do-
mestic Economic Assistance Act of
2007.

Those wishing additional information
may contact the Indian Affairs Com-
mittee at 224-2251.

COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS AND
ENTREPRENEURSHIP

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, I would
like to inform Members that the Com-
mittee on Small Business and Entre-
preneurship will hold a hearing enti-
tled ‘“The President’s FY2009 Budget
Request for the Small Business Admin-
istration,” on Wednesday, February 27,
2008, at 10 a.m., in room 428A of the
Russell Senate Office Building.

COMMITTEE ON RULES AND ADMINISTRATION

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I
wish to announce that the Committee
on Rules and Administration will meet
on Wednesday, February 27, 2008, at 10
a.m. to hear testimony on Protecting
Voters at Home and at the Polls: Lim-
iting Abusive Robocalls and Vote Cag-
ing Practices.

For further information regarding
this hearing, please contact Howard
Gantman at the Rules and Administra-
tion Committee, 224-6352.

——
PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR
Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that David

Harrelson, an intern in my office and a
member of the Confederated Tribes of
the Grand Ronde in Oregon, be granted
the privilege of the floor for the re-
mainder of the debate on the Indian
Health Care Improvement Act.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

PROVIDING FOR THE SAFE REDE-
PLOYMENT OF UNITED STATES
TROOPS FROM IRAQ—MOTION TO
PROCEED

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. REID. Mr. President, pursuant to
the order of February 14, I now move to
proceed to Calendar No. 575, S. 2633,
and I have a cloture motion at the
desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
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