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others to Nazi concentration camps on
trains owned or operated by such rail-
road, and by heirs and survivors of such
persons.
S. 3468
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr.
INOUYE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
3468, a bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to continue the
ability of hospitals to supply a needed
workforce of nurses and allied health
professionals by preserving funding for
hospital operated nursing and allied
health education programs.
S. 3484
At the request of Mr. SPECTER, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mrs. LINCOLN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 3484, a bill to provide for a
delay in the phase out of the hospice
budget neutrality adjustment factor
under title XVIII of the Social Security
Act.
S. 3487
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
3487, a bill to amend the National and
Community Service Act of 1990 to ex-
pand and improve opportunities for
service, and for other purposes.
S. 3517
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
35617, a bill to amend the Employee Re-
tirement Income Security Act of 1974
and the Public Health Service Act to
provide parity under group health
plans and group health insurance cov-
erage for the provision of benefits for
prosthetic devices and components and
benefits for other medical and surgical
services.
S. 3525
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
names of the Senator from Georgia
(Mr. ISAKSON), the Senator from Ar-
kansas (Mr. PRYOR) and the Senator
from Mississippi (Mr. COCHRAN) were
added as cosponsors of S. 3525, a bill to
require the Secretary of the Treasury
to mint coins in commemoration of the
bicentennial of the writing of the
““Star-Spangled Banner’’, and for other
purposes.
S. 3527
At the request of Mr. AKAKA, the
name of the Senator from Arizona (Mr.
McCAIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
35627, a bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to authorize advance ap-
propriations for certain medical care
accounts of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs by providing two-fiscal
year budget authority.
S. 3539
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
ISAKSON) was added as a cosponsor of S.
35639, a bill to require the Secretary of
the Treasury to mint coins in com-
memoration of the centennial of the
establishment of the Girl Scouts of the
United States of America.
S. 3552
At the request of Mr. LIEBERMAN, the
name of the Senator from Rhode Island
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(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 35562, a bill to conserve the
United States fish and aquatic commu-
nities through partnerships that foster
fish habitat conservation and improve
the quality of life for the people of the
United States and for other purposes.
S. 3610
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the
name of the Senator from Rhode Island
(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3610, a bill to improve the
accuracy of fur product labeling, and
for other purposes.
S. 3643
At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
his name was added as a cosponsor of
S. 3643, a bill to enhance the capacity
of the United States to undertake glob-
al development activities, and for
other purposes.
S. 3656
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
names of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. DoDD), the Senator from Rhode Is-
land (Mr. WHITEHOUSE), the Senator
from Michigan (Ms. STABENOW) and the
Senator from Ohio (Mr. BROWN) were
added as cosponsors of S. 36566, a bill to
preserve access to healthcare under the
Medicare and Medicaid programs.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. HATCH (for himself and
Mr. REID):

S. 3680. A bill to amend the Atomic
Energy Act of 1954 to provide for tho-
rium fuel cycle nuclear power genera-
tion; to the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources.

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, today I
rise to introduce the Thorium Energy
Independence and Security Act of 2008,
together with my dear friend and col-
league Senator HARRY REID. This is a
simple bill that would establish offices
at the Nuclear Regulatory Commission
and the Department of Energy to regu-
late domestic thorium nuclear power
generation and oversee possible dem-
onstrations of thorium nuclear fuel as-
semblies.

I am very much in favor of our Na-
tion’s nuclear power industry. It is an
industry that has successfully relied on
mixed oxide uranium fuel for decades,
and I foresee a long future for nuclear
power. I am particularly excited about
the potential of thorium nuclear power
as a new source of nuclear power in the
future.

Thorium nuclear power has a number
of potential benefits over conventional
uranium. For one, it is much more
abundant in the world and in the
United States than uranium. Also, a
thorium fuel rod would remain the re-
actor about three times as long as con-
ventional nuclear fuel, thereby cutting
the volume of spent nuclear fuel com-
ing out of reactors by as much as two-
thirds. Thorium nuclear fuel could also
significantly reduce the possibility
that weapons grade material would re-
sult from the process. Finally, a tho-
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rium fuel cycle can be used as a very
effective and efficient means for dis-
posing of existing plutonium stock-
piles.

Our Nation has focused mostly on
mixed oxide nuclear fuel cycles, and
our regulatory structure reflects that.
With the growing interest in thorium
nuclear power in the world and in the
United States, it is time we made sure
our government has a regulatory infra-
structure in place to accommodate this
new generation of nuclear power.

Clearly, we are introducing this leg-
islation late in the 110th Congress. We
hope to raise awareness of the bill and
generate feedback from interested par-
ties. A number of governments
throughout the world are aggressively
seeking to establish thorium nuclear
power as an element of their power
supply. These governments want the
benefits of nuclear power, without the
difficulties associated with large vol-
umes of waste, much of which can be
turned to weapons grade material. Our
aim with this legislation is to ensure
that the United States does not fall be-
hind the movement. I hope my col-
leagues will take a look at the poten-
tial for thorium power.

By Mr. REID:

S. 3681. A bill to designate the facil-
ity of the United States Postal Service
located at 5070 Vegas Valley Drive in
Las Vegas, Nevada, as the ‘“‘Joseph A.
Ryan Post Office Building’’; to the
Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I rise today
to recognize and honor Joseph A. Ryan,
a former Postmaster from Las Vegas,
NV. I urge my colleagues to support
this legislation, which will designate
the U.S. Post Office at 5070 Vegas Val-
ley Drive in Las Vegas, NV, in his
name.

Joseph ‘“‘Joe’” Ryan was born in St.
Paul, Minnesota, on May 19, 1927. He
attended the College of St. Thomas and
the University of Minnesota, and went
on to do post-graduate work at UCLA,
Duke University, and the Wharton
School of the University of Pennsyl-
vania. During World War II, Mr. Ryan
honorably served our country in the
United States Coast Guard, and he
later went on to work for Northwest
Airlines before joining the TUnited
States Postal Service. Prior to serving
as the Postmaster for Las Vegas, Mr.
Ryan worked as the Postal Service’s
General Manager of Customer Pro-
grams for the Western Region.

Mr. Ryan was appointed Postmaster
of Lias Vegas in May of 1983 and retired
in October of 1992. As Postmaster, Mr.
Ryan was responsible for overseeing
the many post offices in the Las Vegas
valley. The 1980s and early 1990s was a
time of tremendous growth in southern
Nevada, and under his leadership, eight
new post offices opened throughout the
community, including the stunning
main facility on Sunset Road. During
his tenure, Joe was known for his ex-
ceptional dedication to customer serv-
ice and was greatly admired by the
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local Postal Service employees. His
work as Las Vegas Postmaster was rec-
ognized in 1988 by the Direct Marketing
Association, which awarded him the
National Postmaster of the Year
Award. In 1991, I was happy to join my
friend and colleague Senator Richard
Bryan in honoring Postmaster Ryan
with the U.S. Senate Productivity
Award.

Beyond his work with the Postal
Service, Mr. Ryan has been an active
member of the Las Vegas community
and has given his time and efforts to
improve this fast-growing city. He
worked with the Nevada Development
Authority, served on the board of the
United Way of Southern Nevada, and
was a member of the Las Vegas Cham-
ber of Commerce Leadership Group.

Joe and his wife Pamelia have been
married for over 50 years and have four
children and three grandchildren. Mr.
and Mrs. Ryan are especially proud
that all four of their children are col-
lege graduates. Joe Ryan has served
the Postal Service admirably and has
contributed greatly to our community,
so0 it is fitting that the Congress recog-
nize his hard work by naming a post of-
fice in his honor.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the text of the bill be printed
in the RECORD.

There being no ojbection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 3681

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. JOSEPH A. RYAN POST OFFICE
BUILDING.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 5070
Vegas Valley Drive in Las Vegas, Nevada,
shall be known and designated as the ‘“Jo-
seph A. Ryan Post Office Building”’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘“‘Joseph A. Ryan Post
Office Building™’.

By Ms. SNOWE (for herself, Ms.
CANTWELL, and Mr. STEVENS):

S. 3682. A bill to provide incentives to
small business concerns for innovative
energy-efficient technologies and prod-
ucts, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, I rise in
support of the Small Business Energy
Innovation Act, which I am intro-
ducing today to inspire Americans to
invest in the technologies that will ul-
timately solve our energy crisis. As our
country confronts the challenges of an
economic crisis it is essential that the
financial resources for our nation’s en-
ergy entrepreneurs are sustained. This
legislation will provide technical as-
sistance and make financial resources
available to ensure that energy
innovators have greater access to cap-
ital to develop meritorious energy
ideas.

One of the truly concerning aspects
of the current financial situation is
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that loans to small businesses are be-
coming more difficult to obtain. One
industry in particular, our clean en-
ergy sector, is working harder to find
startup funds in order to help meet the
challenges of greenhouse gas emis-
sions, energy costs to consumers, and
our reliance on foreign oil. At a recent
speech in Atlanta, author Tom Fried-
man urged America to retake the lead
in the world through innovation in
“ET”’—Energy Technology. Friedman
said the United States needs to “‘invent
a source of abundant, cheap, clean, re-
liable electrons.”” He compared the
“ET” movement to the “IT”’, Informa-
tion Technology, movement of the last
decade. The author called on Wash-
ington to create the environment and
the incentives to allow the ET move-
ment to prosper.

As Ranking Member of the Small
Business Committee, I have heard
countless stories of small business suc-
cess and how the Small Business Ad-
ministration can facilitate the transi-
tion of a small business to a major
company. Nowhere is this role more
critical than in our renewable energy
sector. Businesses and families are
struggling with the inordinate costs of
diesel, gasoline, electricity and home
heating oil. Yet, we know that our
country can do better. We must de-
velop technologies that allow Ameri-
cans to utilize clean energy from
America’s resources. Accordingly, my
legislation would create a Director of
Energy Innovation in the Small Busi-
ness Administration who is entrusted
with coordinating energy innovation at
the SBA and ‘‘promoting energy inde-
pendence.”’

In addition, the legislation provides
grants of up to $200,000 for nonprofits
to assist small businesses that are de-
veloping renewable energy systems, ad-
vanced energy efficiency systems, ad-
vanced transportation fuels, carbon
capture and sequestration practices,
advanced electrical generation, effi-
cient end-use energy technologies, pro-
duction facilities for fuel efficient vehi-
cles, and pollution control equipment.
These critical initiatives require exper-
tise that is, in many cases, difficult for
a small business to find. This provision
will assist small businesses in bringing
products to market.

The Small Business Energy Innova-
tion Act creates in the Department of
Energy a grant program of up to
$250,000 for small businesses that are
working to improve our energy secu-
rity. When you consider the potential
dividends of this investment, this crit-
ical seed money for energy innovators
who are leading our energy revolution
is a prudent investment. The potential
rewards to our economy, our environ-
ment, and our national security are
well worth this modest government ex-
penditure.

Finally, this legislation develops a
small business guaranteed loan pro-
gram that is modeled after the loan
guarantee program that was authorized
in the 2005 Energy Bill. The current
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loan guarantee program is fostering
the development of commercial scale
innovative technologies for large com-
panies, while this legislation will de-
velop a corresponding small business
loan program. Loan guarantees will en-
able the Department of Energy to
share some of the financial risks of
projects that employ new or signifi-
cantly improved energy technologies
that will move our country towards en-
ergy self-sufficiency.

I hope that this legislation, coupled
with the America Competes Act, which
I cosponsored last year, will bring
about the research and entrepreneur-
ship that our country requires to claim
the lead in producing energy efficient
products. I look forward to working
with Chairman BINGAMAN of the En-
ergy Committee and Chairman KERRY
of the Small Business Committee and
my other colleagues to pass this legis-
lation and create a strong commitment
to the energy innovators who possess
the ideas that will facilitate the end to
our reliance on foreign oil.

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 702—COM-
MENDING DAVID J. TINSLEY ON
HIS SERVICE TO THE UNITED
STATES SENATE

Mr. REID (for himself and Mr.
MCCONNELL) submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 702

Whereas Dave Tinsley, a native of the
Commonwealth of Virginia and graduate of
Virginia Tech and the University of Mary-
land, has worked in the Office of the Sec-
retary of the Senate since October 1977;

Whereas Dave Tinsley has served the Sen-
ate with distinction as a staff assistant, a
reference assistant, as the assistant Execu-
tive Clerk, assistant Journal Clerk and as-
sistant Legislative Clerk;

Whereas Dave Tinsley has, since 1999,
served as the Senate’s Legislative Clerk and
Director of Legislative Services, supervising
36 employees and has at all times discharged
his duties with dedication and diligence;

Whereas Dave Tinsley’s sonorous voice is
known to all in the Senate and the C-SPAN
audience;

Whereas Dave Tinsley has earned the re-
spect and affection of the Senators, their
staffs and all of his colleagues for his calm
and kind demeanor and his good humor; and

Whereas Dave Tinsley now retires from the
Senate after 31 years to spend more time
with his wife, Jane, and his children, Joe,
Dan and Katie: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate expresses its ap-
preciation to Dave Tinsley and commends
him for his lengthy, faithful and outstanding
service to the Senate.

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate
shall transmit a copy of this resolution to
David J. Tinsley.
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