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———

TRIBUTE TO LOUISIANA WWII
VETERANS

e Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, I am
proud to honor a group of 88 World War
II veterans from every region of Lou-
isiana who are traveling to Wash-
ington, DC, this weekend to visit the
various memorials and monuments
that recognize the sacrifices of our Na-
tion’s invaluable service members.

Louisiana HonorAir, a group based in
Lafayette, LA, is sponsoring this Sat-
urday’s trip to the Nation’s Capital.
The organization is honoring each sur-
viving World War II Louisiana veteran
by giving them an opportunity to see
the memorials dedicated to their serv-
ice. On this trip, the veterans will visit
the World War II, Korea, Vietnam and
Iwo Jima memorials. They will also
travel to Arlington National Cemetery
to lay a wreath on the Tomb of the Un-
knowns.

This is the first of four flights Lou-
isiana HonorAir will make to Wash-
ington, DC, this fall.

World War II was one of America’s
greatest triumphs, but was also a con-
flict rife with individual sacrifice and
tragedy. More than 60 million people
worldwide were Killed, including 40
million civilians, and more than 400,000
American service members were slain
during the long war. The ultimate vic-
tory over enemies in the Pacific and in
Europe is a testament to the valor of
American soldiers, sailors, airmen and
marines. The years 1941 to 1945 also
witnessed an unprecedented mobiliza-
tion of domestic industry, which sup-
plied our military on two distant
fronts.

In Louisiana, there remain today
more than 33,000 living WWII veterans,
and each one has a heroic tale of
achieving the noble victory of freedom
over tyranny. The oldest in this
HonorAir group was born in 1913. Two
of these veterans began their service in
the Louisiana National Guard as early
as 1936, and were activated for Federal
service in 1941.

This group served in every branch of
the military, including 29 in the U.S.
Army, 14 in the U.S. Army Air Corps,
23 in the U.S. Navy, 8 in the U.S. Ma-
rine Corps, 2 in the U.S. Merchant Ma-
rines, one in the U.S. Coast Guard and
one in the Women’s Reserve of the U.S.
Naval Reserve. Our heroes served
across the globe, participating in major
invasions such as the Battle of the
Bulge, the Battle of Huertgen Forest,
and the battles of Tunisia, Naples-
Foggia, Rome, Anzio, Po Valley and
North Apennines. They served in Eu-
rope, North Africa and the Pacific The-
ater. One was wounded in Germany,
and another was captured as a prisoner
of war.

Many of these veterans earned Purple
Hearts, including one with three Battle
Stars. One of our veterans went on to
serve in both Korea and Vietnam, retir-
ing in 1967.
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I ask the Senate to join me in hon-
oring these 88 veterans, all Louisiana
heroes, who we welcome to Washington
this weekend and Louisiana HonorAir
for making these trips a reality.e

————

TRIBUTE TO ROBERT ROTH

e Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, I
wish to take a few moments to ac-
knowledge the life and work of a very
ordinary, yet extraordinary, American
named Bob Roth of Bristow, VA. Bob
died of cancer earlier this year, at the
young age of 44, leaving behind a wife
of 19 years and five young children. His
was one of far too many vibrant young
lives cut short by this terrible disease.
As was his way in life, Bob fought can-
cer to the very end attacking the dis-
ease as ferociously as it attacked him.

Recent developments in the FBI an-
thrax case had brought the case back
into the media in the last month. I
want to pause and recognize that the
recent breaks in the case were built
upon the hard work of Special Agent
Roth and his team. Many of us remem-
ber what it was like on Capitol Hill in
October of 2001 when an anthrax-laced
letter appeared in Senator Daschle’s of-
fice and another in Senator LEAHY’s of-
fice. Spores were found at the U.S. Su-
preme Court, and postal workers who
handled the letters died from inhala-
tion. No one felt entirely safe from one
of the most deadly germs known to
man.

The FBI was immediately on the
case, and a September 2003 Washington
Post article explained their approach
in the following manner:

To run the anthrax case day to day, Assist-
ant FBI director Van Harp turned to veteran
FBI agent Bob Roth whose meticulous style
mirrored his own. Roth sometimes referred
to himself as a cops-and-robbers kind of guy,
best suited to pursuing the mobsters,
embezzlers and Kkidnappers who had always
been the FBI's bread and butter. But this
case posed an entirely new set of challenges,
and Roth was willing to try almost anything
to solve it . . the FBI's frustrations with
the case were palpable. At one meeting at
the Washington field office, agents talked
candidly about the toll the long hours were
exacting on their families. Roth vented, too,
groaning to no one in particular, ‘“Get me
out of this.”

But he never asked to get out. Long
after the media lost interest, Agent
Roth worked tirelessly. As the FBI
slogged through one of the most com-
plicated, high-profile cases it ever
faced, Agent Bob Roth served his coun-
try as a pioneer in the efforts to fight
domestic terrorism and weapons of
mass destruction. He literally risked
his life investigating scenes and evi-
dence from the anthrax case. He was
later honored by being promoted to As-
sistant Section Chief of the Bureau’s
newly created Weapons of Mass De-
struction Directorate. It was a role he
had little time to address because he
spent the last year of his life fighting
against his own personal WMD: mul-
tiple myeloma, an aggressive bone can-
cer.
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Bob was an exemplary father, de-
voted husband, committed Christian,
community leader, and Government
servant. He served 16 years for the FBI
and was highly commended and deco-
rated for his exceptional life and un-
failing integrity, for his leadership and
excellence in his profession for his in-
spiring example as a devoted husband
and loving father to five beautiful chil-
dren for his character and long service
to our country, and for his pioneering
efforts in fighting against weapons of
mass destruction.

I ask that the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD reflect the impressive con-
tributions made by Special Agent Rob-
ert Roth to his country.e

———————

TRIBUTE TO MARY KEATING

e Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, today
I celebrate the life of Mary Keating,
who, until she passed away last Octo-
ber, was a proud resident of the city
and great State of New York for nearly
78 years. Mary first came to America
at the young age of 17, far from her
home and her family in Derry,
Kilshanny, County Clare, Ireland. Not
long after she arrived, she met and
married Martin Keating, who also
hailed from County Clare. She and
Martin shared many passions, most no-
tably their love for their family, their
friends, and their deep, abiding faith in
God. While neither of them were musi-
cians, they relished the Irish country
sets of their native Clare and carried
them with them to this country, even-
tually to meet and dance them on the
Rockaway Beach boardwalks, which as
far as they were concerned was simply
the last parish in Clare. As one of her
youngest grandchildren, Ronan, ob-
served, if you visited their home you
would find a layer of dust on the top of
the knob on their radio because it had
not been moved from its resting spot
on the Irish music station in decades.

Music was not the only way that
Mary celebrated her Irish heritage. It
also could be found in her love to en-
tertain friends and family. It was well
known in their neighborhood and be-
yond that there was always an extra
spot at the dinner table in the Keating
home. As Mary would say, ‘what is one
extra potato in the pot?”’ One could
never visit her home without enjoying
at least a cup of tea and an assortment
of food. Three generations of Keatings
grew up savoring her specialties such
Irish soda bread, turnips, and leg of
lamb. Much to their chagrin, her
daughters and granddaughters have
never been able to make a soda bread
half as delicious as Mary’s, simply be-
cause the ‘‘recipe” was all done by
taste and memory. As her grand-
daughter Kristin noted, the only one of
Mary’s dishes her grandchildren will
not miss is her ‘“‘lumpy’ mashed pota-
toes, especially since Martin was a firm
believer in the notion that children
should finish everything they are
served.

Mary will be remembered by all who
knew her as a strong and caring woman
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who lived a life guided by her faith and
values. Long before recycling became
the politically correct thing to do,
Mary Keating saved and reused every
bread bag, rubber band, piece of tinfoil,
and jar she ever brought into the
house. Old jelly jars were magically
transformed into milk glasses and
bread bags were used to store every-
thing from school lunch to sea shells
from Rockaway Beach.

Even though Mary has left this
world, her legacy will continue through
the lives and work of her 8 children, 20
grandchildren, and 24 great-grand-
children. I know this because her
granddaughter, Kathleen Keating
Strottman, served as my staff for over
7 years and I saw many of these traits
in her. In honor of Mary’s Irish herit-
age, I would like to close my remarks
with the refrain of an Irish ballad,
“The Lovely Rose of Clare’’:

Oh my lovely rose of Clare, you’re the
sweetest girl I know, You’re the queen of all
the roses, the pretty flowers that grow, You
are the sunshine of my life, so beautiful and
fair, And I will always love you, my lovely
rose of Clare.e

———

HONORING HUSSON COLLEGE

e Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, today I
honor one of the jewels of Maine higher
education, Husson College, in Bangor,
ME, which will officially make its
much-anticipated transition to Husson
University on October 11, 2008.

I know I join with countless Husson
students and alumni from practically
every town in Maine, as well as from
around the country and the world, in
expressing my deep-seated pride in
what Husson College has accomplished
since its founding in 1898 by Chesley
Husson, and for what it will achieve in
the years ahead as Husson University.
Although the name has changed, the
longstanding hallmarks of Husson
which have served its students so ex-
ceptionally well for 110 years will not
only remain the same, but will also be
strengthened more than ever. A broad-
er-based institution than it was just 20
years ago, Husson—at this watershed
moment of becoming a university—se-
cures an even greater presence on the
educational landscape, offering mul-
tiple degrees through various schools
and bolstering its overall capacity to
bring to its students a wide range of
dynamic and diverse programs, espe-
cially at the graduate level.

From the dawn of the 20th century to
the beginning of the 21st, Husson has,
at its core, strived to prepare its grad-
uates for success in life and in profes-
sional careers, by cultivating a learn-
ing discipline, regimen, and environ-
ment tailored to each student that ul-
timately facilitates individual growth
and progress. Ushering Husson Col-
lege—mnow Husson University—into the
21st century is, fittingly, its 21st presi-
dent, Dr. Bill Beardsley, who, since
1987, has been continually drawing
from Husson’s rich past, while simulta-
neously focusing on what lies just over
the horizon.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

With Bill’s unsurpassed vision,
Husson is still—and will forever be—an
institution focused on teaching rather
than research—a place for imparting
and acquiring knowledge that both fos-
ters student development and equips
its graduates with the educational
tools to be valued civic and business
leaders. Furthermore, because of Bill’s
unparalleled reputation and ingenuity
as an innovator, Husson has also been
at the forefront of developing a cut-
ting-edge curriculum that takes into
account marketplace changes, demo-
graphic shifts, and economic trends.
So, it is little wonder that under Bill’s
vibrant and effective leadership,
Husson has more than tripled its ma-
triculation of freshman students, more
than doubled its number of tradition-
al undergraduates—when considering
those attending the New England
School of Communications—and has
undergone a stunning expansion on its
campus to accommodate new schools
and programs, not to mention more
alumni.

Nothing speaks more to Husson’s tra-
dition of commitment to the student—
and the primacy of a hands-on edu-
cation that is accessible and afford-
able—than a student-to-teacher ratio
that is an exceptional 19 to 1, 70 faculty
members dedicated only to teaching in
the classroom, and tuition costs that
are purposely kept from skyrocketing,
and where nearly 90 percent of Husson
students qualify to receive Federal,
State, community, or campus-based fi-
nancial aid.

Additionally, as Husson espouses a
teaching emphasis emblematic of a col-
lege, it offers curriculum possibilities
that integrate liberal arts and sciences,
professional and technical studies, and
learning outside the classroom that are
indicative of its status as a university.
Many schools may offer degrees in
business, but at Husson, that area of
study can be specialized to include not
only financial management, but also
hospitality management, small/family
business management, and sports man-
agement—compelling and rigorous
pathways of learning that can be sig-
nificantly attractive to highly-moti-
vated, professionally-centered  stu-
dents.

As Chair and now ranking member of
the Senate Committee on Small Busi-
ness and Entrepreurship, I can tell you
firsthand that this approach to busi-
ness education that creates greater
personalization yields benefits in an in-
creasingly competitive marketplace for
employers and prospective employees
alike. And those rewards extend be-
yond the boundaries of business class-
es.

For example, how many schools na-
tionwide have a chemistry major that
contains a prepharmacy track or para-
legal studies or boatbuilding tech-
nology program or graduate programs
in nursing, physical therapy, occupa-
tional therapy, and a graduate course
of study in pharmacy being developed?
And how many institutions would have
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responded to a medical shortage in un-
derserved, rural areas that could not
afford a doctor with the vision of pro-
ducing nurse practitioners? But that is
precisely what Husson did in 1981 when
it partnered with Eastern Maine Med-
ical Center to establish the Husson Col-
lege/Eastern Maine Medical Center
Baccalaureate School of Nursing.

Husson is continually assessing and
examining ways to be of greater value
both to its students and the commu-
nities Husson serves. Husson’s desire to
address real-world challenges by inno-
vatively calibrating fields of discipline
is in part what makes Husson stand
out—and frankly unique—in the pan-
theon of small universities.

And just as Husson looks to meet its
students more than halfway in devel-
oping their academic, individualized
pursuits, Husson also endeavors to
make receiving a Husson education
more achievable for more Maine stu-
dents with its education centers in
South Portland, Presque Isle, and just
recently, The Boat School in Eastport,
ME, as well as Unobskey College, lo-
cated in Calais, ME.

And as much as Husson provides to
its students, its graduates return the
favor with an allegiance and a desire to
give back to their alma mater that is
awe inspiring. There is a story that
Bill Beardsley recounted recently in a
Bangor Metro article about a young
man, the first of his family to attend
college and a Husson student, who is
able to attend Husson because of a gift
from his grandfather. But the young
man came to Bill because that money
was running out and to explain his sit-
uation. Dr. Beardsley knew he was a
good student and a credit to the
Husson community.

Between the two of them, they were
determined to find a solution. Bill of-
fered, among other items, a small loan.
Together, they made it work, which is
truly the Husson way, treating every
student personally and as an indi-
vidual, whether it is considering one’s
major to arriving at a payment plan in
order to spur their trajectories as stu-
dents and as human beings.

It is been a long time since Husson’s
days of preparing students for careers
in commerce, teaching and telegraphy,
or since it purchased a dairy farm that
it converted beautifully into its
present idyllic campus. And bridging
the span of those years are Paul
Husson, Chesley Husson’s grandson,
who still works at the university, and
Husson graduate and legend, Clara
Swan, former Husson coach, athletic
director, professor, and Dean for whom
the Swan Center is named.

They understand better than anyone
that, while Husson may transition
from a college to a university, and even
though new disciplines may emerge,
the Husson experience and outlook on
education endures, from—to para-
phrase part of the Husson mission
statement—its dedication to excellence
in teaching, its adherence to forging a
personalized collegiate experience with
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