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PRESIDENT BUSH'S BUDGET TAR-
GETS PUBLIC BROADCASTING
AGAIN

(Mr. BLUMENAUER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Well, it’s a new
year and again the Bush budget targets
public broadcasting. Year after year,
they’ve attempted to chop away at
that investment. Year after year Con-
gress rejects it.

This year it is a $420 million reduc-
tion, including $200 million that’s al-
ready been allocated for this year. This
assault on public broadcasting is not
just undermining the digital conver-
sion, the education and public affairs
that we have grown to rely on, it’s a di-
rect assault at small-town and rural
America where it’s more expensive to
reach and they don’t have the donor
base to provide it for themselves.

The irony is that San Francisco, New
York, Washington and, dare I say,
Portland, Oregon will always have pub-
lic broadcasting. But if this Bush budg-
et is adopted, it’s going to decimate
public broadcasting in rural and small-
town America.

Please join the over 110 members of
the Dbipartisan Public Broadcasting
Caucus to again reject this assault on
public broadcasting.

———

PROTECT AMERICA ACT

(Ms. GRANGER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, once
again the Protect America Act is set to
expire. If the bipartisan Senate FISA
bill is not passed in time, our intel-
ligence agency will be blinded to our
enemies’ plans and required to consult
a lawyer before eavesdropping on for-
eign terrorists.

The House should immediately pass
the Senate’s bipartisan bill which
passed the Senate by a 68-29 vote. Our
intelligence community needs a long-
term fix in our intelligence laws, not a
month-to-month extension.

More importantly, the Senate FISA
bill grants liability protection to tele-
communications companies that
helped the government after Sep-
tember 11. Allowing these companies to
be subjected to frivolous lawsuits
threatens their cooperation in the fu-
ture. This could have a crippling effect
on America’s counterterrorism efforts.

Yesterday, the Democrat majority
chose partisan politics in the face of a
strong bipartisan solution that directly
determines the fate of our intelligence
gathering abilities, and the House
Democrat leadership failed. The Amer-
ican people have asked for solutions,
not political grandstanding.

We should take up the bipartisan
Senate FISA bill immediately. This
cannot wait until we return from the
President’s Day recess.
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GUN VIOLENCE

(Mr. RUSH asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. RUSH. Mr. Speaker, I come to
the floor to speak on what I call ‘“The
Daily 45.”

The Department of Justice reports
that on average, every day here in
America, 45 people are shot and killed
in a fit of revenge, robbery or troubled
relationships. These are more than our
soldiers who are Kkilled in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan each and every day.

Today I reflect on a story that has
captured the hearts and the minds of
Chicago area residents. On Saturday,
February 2, the day began like any
other day for six unsuspecting women.
Five of these women, customers and
workers at a Lane Bryant clothing
store in the southwest suburbs of Chi-
cago, were heartlessly murdered during
an apparent midday botched robbery
attempt by an assailant wielding a

gun.
37-year-old Connie Woolfolk, 42-year-
old Rhoda McFarland, 22-year-old

Sarah Szafranski, 33-year-old Carrie
Hudek Chiuso, and 34-year-old Jennifer
Bishop should not be forgotten. Neither
should we forget the sixth woman who
was shot in the neck, but survived.

When will America say, ‘Enough is
enough”? Stop the killings.

————
FISA

(Mr. HOEKSTRA asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. HOEKSTRA. Mr. Speaker, what
is it that my friends on the other side
don’t understand about the threat that
faces our country today? Have they not
seen the reports coming from Iraq
where al Qaeda in Iraq has now stated
that their objective is to use Iraq to
launch attacks against Jerusalem and
Israel? Have they not read the reports
today about a radical Islamist plot to
perhaps assassinate the President of
the Philippines? Have they not read
about the attacks or the arrests in
Denmark of radical Islamists perhaps
planning an attack in Denmark?

What is it that you don’t understand
about the nature of the threat, that
this is a global threat that wants to de-
feat us in Iraq, that wants to desta-
bilize modern Islamic regimes, wants
to eliminate the State of Israel, estab-
lish the caliphate and reach for the
brass ring, which is to attack the
United States? Why are you unwilling
to put the Senate FISA bill on the
floor and give the intelligence commu-
nity the tools that they need to keep
America safe?

——
HEALTHY HOSPITALS ACT

(Mr. TIM MURPHY of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. TIM MURPHY of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, here’s today’s grisly toll.
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235,626 cases, 11,661 deaths, and a cost
of $5.89 billion. What I'm talking about
here are the number of people who ob-
tain and die and the overall cost of in-
fections in our hospitals every year,
from MRSA, from pneumonia and other
infections. It is time that Congress got
serious about this.

In the last 3 years since I've first in-
troduced this bill, 90,000 people have
died each year from infections they
pick up at hospitals. It is time we pass
the Healthy Hospitals Act, H.R. 1174,
and work to make sure our hospitals
are safer.

———

THE LAWLESSNESS SOUTH OF THE
BORDER

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, Americans are
under vicious attack in Mexico. The
new threat comes from south of the
border in the form of organized and
violent Mexican kidnappers.

Last year, 26 San Diego, California
residents were kidnapped and held for
ransom while traveling to Mexico. Nu-
merous Mexican nationals also were
kidnapped. Some victims were mur-
dered. Only a few of the people kid-
napped were ever rescued. They re-
ported that they were beaten, tortured
and sexually assaulted.

The FBI says that these sophisti-
cated kidnappers are growing in num-
ber. The State Department has even
issued a travel alert for U.S. citizens
living and traveling in Mexico. This
new form of terrorism is very dis-
turbing.

While President Calderon is here in
the United States lobbying for illegal
immigrants to get amnesty, Mexican
and U.S. citizens are being victimized
in his home country. President
Calderon would do well to stay home in
lawless Mexico, get his house in order
and protect the rights of hundreds of
his own people and the U.S. citizens
who are being abducted and held for
ransom by these outlaws.

And that’s just the way it is.

————
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IMPERATIVE FISA RENEWAL

(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, the bi-
partisan Protect America Act, a crit-
ical anti-terrorist law that closes loop-
holes in our intelligence laws and pro-
tects civil liberties is, once again,
about to expire. The House must act
today on this critical piece of legisla-
tion, which passed the Senate by 68-29.
If this Senate bill is not passed in time,
our intelligence agencies will be blind-
ed to our enemies’ plans and required
to consult a lawyer before eaves-
dropping on foreign terrorists.

Democrats have had more than 6
months to make the Protect America
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Act permanent and provide immunity
to telecommunications firms that as-
sisted our government and performed
their patriotic duty after 9/11. The time
for indecision and second-guessing is
over. The time to get this important
legislation passed into law is today.

House Democrats should pass the
Senate bill and get it to the President,
again, today.

———

THE NEED FOR A PERMANENT
FISA BILL

(Mr. KLINE of Minnesota asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. KLINE of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, al Qaeda and their terrorist allies
are America’s number one enemy. We
all know that. They are constantly up-
dating the way they communicate and
dodge our intelligence networks. We
should be doing nothing short of pro-
viding our intelligence officials with
every tool necessary to always stay a
step ahead of these radical extremists.

Admiral Mike McConnell, the Direc-
tor of National Intelligence, when
asked about the Protect America Act,
said this, ‘““We must be able to continue
effectively obtaining the information
gained through this law if we are to
stay ahead of terrorists who are deter-
mined to attack the United States.”

House Republicans have led the way
in delivering 21st century intelligence
collection to protect our citizens. The
law now gives enforcement the tools
and flexibility needed to quickly re-
spond to terrorist threats because
House Republicans acted to close a
dangerous loophole in an outdated in-
telligence law. But the law is threat-
ened today by the House Democrat ma-
jority who are more interested in get-
ting it for partisan reasons than to pro-
vide this country and our allies abroad
the protection necessary as we con-
tinue to fight terrorism.

A short-term extension is not
enough. We need a permanent fix now.

———————

APPOINTMENT OF HON. STENY H.
HOYER AND HON. CHRIS VAN
HOLLEN TO ACT AS SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE TO SIGN EN-
ROLLED BILLS AND JOINT RESO-
LUTIONS THROUGH FEBRUARY
25, 2008

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
February 14, 2008.

I hereby appoint the Honorable STENY H.
HOYER and the Honorable CHRIS VAN HOLLEN
to act as Speaker pro tempore to sign en-
rolled bills and joint resolutions through
February 25, 2008.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the appointment is ap-
proved.

There was no objection.

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 18
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess subject to the call of the Chair.

————
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mrs. TAUSCHER) at 11 o’clock
and 5 minutes a.m.

———

MOTION TO ADJOURN

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of
Florida. Madam Speaker, I move that
the House do now adjourn.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion to adjourn.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the noes appeared to have it.

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of
Florida. Madam Speaker, I object to
the vote on the ground that a quorum
is not present and make the point of
order that a quorum is not present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
dently a quorum is not present.

The Sergeant at Arms will notify ab-
sent Members.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 2, nays 390,
not voting 36, as follows:

[Roll No. 58]

Evi-

YEAS—2

Barton (TX) Johnson (IL)

NAYS—390
Abercrombie Braley (IA) Cubin
Aderholt Broun (GA) Cuellar
Akin Brown (SC) Culberson
Alexander Brown-Waite, Cummings
Allen Ginny Davis (AL)
Altmire Buchanan Davis (CA)
Andrews Burgess Davis (KY)
Arcuri Burton (IN) Davis, David
Baca Butterfield Dayvis, Lincoln
Bachmann Buyer Davis, Tom
Bachus Calvert Deal (GA)
Baird Camp (MI) DeFazio
Baldwin Campbell (CA) DeGette
Barrett (SC) Cannon Delahunt
Barrow Cantor DeLauro
Bartlett (MD) Capito Dent
Bean Capps Diaz-Balart, L.
Becerra Capuano Diaz-Balart, M.
Berman Carnahan Dicks
Berry Carney Doggett
Biggert Carter Donnelly
Bilbray Castle Doolittle
Bilirakis Castor Drake
Bishop (GA) Chabot Dreier
Bishop (NY) Chandler Duncan
Bishop (UT) Clarke Edwards
Blackburn Clay Ehlers
Blumenauer Cleaver Ellison
Blunt Clyburn Ellsworth
Boehner Coble Emanuel
Bonner Cohen Emerson
Bono Mack Cole (OK) English (PA)
Boozman Conaway Eshoo
Boren Conyers Etheridge
Boswell Cooper Everett
Boucher Costa Fallin
Boustany Costello Farr
Boyd (FL) Courtney Fattah
Boyda (KS) Cramer Feeney
Brady (PA) Crenshaw Ferguson
Brady (TX) Crowley Filner
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Flake
Forbes
Fortenberry
Fossella
Foxx

Frank (MA)
Franks (AZ)
Frelinghuysen
Gallegly
Gerlach
Giffords
Gilchrest
Gillibrand
Gingrey
Gohmert
Gonzalez
Goode
Goodlatte
Gordon
Granger
Graves
Green, Al
Green, Gene
Grijalva
Gutierrez
Hall (NY)
Hall (TX)
Hare
Harman
Hastings (FL)
Hastings (WA)
Hayes
Heller
Hensarling
Herger
Herseth Sandlin
Higgins
Hill
Hinchey
Hinojosa
Hirono
Hobson
Hodes
Hoekstra
Holden
Holt
Hooley
Hoyer
Hulshof
Hunter
Inglis (SC)
Inslee
Israel

Issa
Jackson (IL)
Jefferson
Johnson (GA)
Johnson, E. B.
Johnson, Sam
Jones (NC)
Jordan
Kagen
Kanjorski
Kaptur
Keller
Kennedy
Kildee
Kilpatrick
Kind

King (IA)
King (NY)
Kingston
Kirk

Klein (FL)
Kline (MN)
Knollenberg
Kucinich
Kuhl (NY)
LaHood
Lamborn
Lampson
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latham
LaTourette
Latta

Lee

Levin
Lewis (CA)
Lewis (GA)

Ackerman
Berkley
Brown, Corrine
Cardoza

Davis (IL)
Dingell

Lewis (KY)
Linder
Lipinski
LoBiondo
Loebsack
Lofgren, Zoe
Lungren, Daniel
E.
Lynch
Mack
Maloney (NY)
Manzullo
Marchant
Marshall
Matheson
Matsui
McCarthy (CA)
McCarthy (NY)
McCaul (TX)
McCollum (MN)
McCotter
McCrery
McDermott
McGovern
McHenry
McHugh
McIntyre
McKeon
McMorris
Rodgers
McNerney
McNulty
Meek (FL)
Meeks (NY)
Melancon
Mica
Michaud
Miller (FL)
Miller (MI)
Miller (NC)
Miller, Gary
Miller, George
Mitchell
Mollohan
Moore (WI)
Moran (KS)
Murphy (CT)
Murphy, Patrick
Murphy, Tim
Murtha
Musgrave
Myrick
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal (MA)
Neugebauer
Nunes
Oberstar
Obey
Olver
Ortiz
Pallone
Pascrell
Pastor
Paul
Payne
Pearce
Perlmutter
Peterson (MN)
Petri
Pickering
Pitts
Platts
Poe
Pomeroy
Porter
Price (GA)
Price (NC)
Pryce (OH)
Putnam
Radanovich
Rahall
Ramstad
Regula
Rehberg
Reichert
Reyes
Reynolds
Richardson
Rodriguez
Rogers (AL)

Doyle

Engel

Garrett (NJ)

Honda

Jackson-Lee
(TX)
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Rogers (KY)
Rogers (MI)
Ros-Lehtinen
Roskam
Ross
Rothman
Roybal-Allard
Royce
Rush
Ryan (WI)
Salazar
Sali
Sanchez, Linda
T.
Sanchez, Loretta
Sarbanes
Saxton
Schakowsky
Schiff
Schmidt
Schwartz
Scott (GA)
Scott (VA)
Sensenbrenner
Serrano
Sessions
Shadegg
Shea-Porter
Sherman
Shuler
Shuster
Sires
Skelton
Slaughter
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Smith (WA)
Snyder
Souder
Space
Spratt
Stark
Stearns
Stupak
Sullivan
Sutton
Tancredo
Tanner
Tauscher
Taylor
Terry
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Thornberry
Tiahrt
Tiberi
Tsongas
Turner
Udall (CO)
Udall (NM)
Upton
Van Hollen
Velazquez
Visclosky
Walberg
Walden (OR)
Walsh (NY)
Walz (MN)
Wamp
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters
Watt
Waxman
Weiner
Welch (VT)
Weldon (FL)
Weller
Westmoreland
Wexler
Whitfield (KY)
Wilson (OH)
Wilson (SC)
Wolf
Woolsey
Wu
Yarmuth
Young (AK)
Young (FL)

NOT VOTING—36

Jones (OH)
Lowey

Lucas
Mahoney (FL)
Markey
Moore (KS)
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