H940

I think President Bush has thrown up
his hands. This was his last budget.
This was the best that he could do.
And, unfortunately, it fell too short.

I want to thank you, my colleague,
for sharing this time. I look forward to
participating with you further in the
future.

And I want to thank you, Mr. Speak-
er, for giving me this time during the
30-Something Working Group.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Ms. CLARKE,
you are a proud member of the 30-
Something Working Group.

And, Mr. Speaker, as I mention a lot
on the floor, we just don’t come to the
floor and say, hey, let’s go to the floor
and talk to our colleagues, let’s give a
floor speech. Actually, there are is
number of meetings that take place in
gathering this information to make
sure that it is factual. And I think the
reason why we are a solid tree in the
forest, the 30-Something Working
Group, on both sides of the aisle and
dealing with the executive branch is
that we do our homework. We don’t
just come to the floor to say things
that we think sound good. It’s actually
something backed up by fact, not fic-
tion. And I think it’s important. If we
were to play more in the fact versus
fiction arena, I think we would get a
lot more done here in Washington, DC.

Some of the things that we talked
about in the stimulus package, just to
recap, are things that are not there.
There were some unemployment issues
that folks wanted in there. There were
some infrastructure issues and putting
Americans to work, need it be building
bridges or building roads or what have,
to put Americans to work.

Also, there was a great discussion
about green collar jobs. When you talk
about green collar jobs, a lot of folks
hear that out in the political world,
but I don’t think people really break it
down to what it really means. And
those jobs where we can reduce energy
costs in many of our communities. For
instance, if you have a flat or an an-
gled roof, trying to put sod on the top,
seal it off and put sod on the top to
bring that heating and also cooling
cost down, that will be a green collar
job. That won’t be an overseas job.
That will be a job where someone could
have dropped out of high school or
graduated from high school, those that
went on and received a 4-year edu-
cation, those who went on to a mas-
ter’s, doctorate’s, architect’s, all of
these folks will be employed through
those kinds of efforts.

We have had an economy, Mr. Speak-
er and Ms. CLARKE, that has been real-
ly based on borrowing, when you think
about it. The economy has been set to-
wards your taking out that second
mortgage to keep the economy going,
cutting interest rates to encourage
more borrowing. Back in the old school
not too far along, I remember when
folks wouldn’t buy a car unless they
could pay for it. Now it’s just common
to say what’s that interest rate, or is
this the rebate I get back from the
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company? And then now I'm all into
this thing for 5 or 6 years, and in some
instances for some Americans so they
can have transportation to move their
kids around and make it to their job, 9
years. I have some constituents that
are out there for 9 years on a car loan.
So it’s a serious situation, and it is
something that is an accepted practice
now.

When you have a home, of course,
getting a loan, you know you will get
some equity. Hopefully, that value will
go up. But because of the economy, be-
cause of the slowdown in the housing
market, values are not going up on
homes. So some people are losing, and
that’s the reason why we have this
whole mortgage piece. Folks got ex-
cited again with subprime mortgages,
getting people into homes that they
couldn’t afford, and we are in this situ-
ation on a borrowed economy. So I
think it’s important to be able to
break that, to be able to have an econ-
omy based on jobs, not borrowing.

And that’s the reason why it’s impor-
tant that folks pay very close atten-
tion on whom they elect to be the next
President of the United States, that
they pay very close attention to those
they have already elected to be able to
govern here in this House and in the
Senate, because you shouldn’t forestall
this off to January of next year when
the next President, he or she, raises
their hand on the west side of the Cap-
itol and swear to uphold the Constitu-
tion of the United States. We know
that the President sets forth the budg-
et. We know we also have a say here in
the House. The Senate has a say. We
should exercise that.

I think, Ms. CLARKE, your presen-
tation was right on target. And I'm
glad you said that I was being kind, be-
cause I am glad that Brooklyn is rep-
resented once again, making sure that
people know what they need to know.

With that, Mr. Speaker, we’re going
to continue to work on this issue of the
budget. We want to come back and get
into further detail as it relates to in-
centives that are out there for small
businesses and also for families that
are eligible for rebates, working fami-
lies, and also continue to shed light on
the Bush tax cuts that are out there. I
think it’s important that people pay
very close attention. How did we get to
those recordbreaking deficits, giving
people tax breaks that they didn’t ask
for. And that is not turning over into
the economy, because if it was turning
over into the economy, we would not
have had to pass a stimulus package.
We wouldn’t be on the floor talking
about some of the issues that we are
facing right now.

So we are about solutions. That’s
why we come to the floor this time of
night, with the Democratic majority
that’s willing to work in a bipartisan
way with the Republican minority to
be able to do what’s best on behalf of
the American people.

With that, Mr. Speaker, we would
like to encourage the Members, if they
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have any comments or anyone has any
comments based on the presentation
tonight, to e-mail us at
30SomethingDems@mail.house.gov.
With that, Mr. Speaker, it was an
honor addressing the House once again.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. ORTIZ (at the request of Mr.
HOYER) for today on account of busi-
ness in the district.

———————

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. COHEN) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. CUMMINGS, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. HINCHEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. WATERS, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. LEE, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. KAPTUR, for 5 minutes, today.

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. PRICE of Georgia) to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material:)

Mr. TiMm MURPHY of Pennsylvania, for
5 minutes, February 14.

Mr. PRICE of Georgia, for 5 minutes,
today.

————————

BILL PRESENTED TO THE
PRESIDENT

Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk of the
House reports that on February 12, 2008
she presented to the President of the
United States, for his approval, the fol-
lowing bill.

H.R. 3541. To amend the ‘Do-not-call’ Im-
plementation Act to eliminate the auto-
matic removal of telephone numbers reg-
istered on the Federal ‘do-not-call’ registry.

———

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 1
move that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock p.m.), the House ad-
journed until tomorrow, Thursday,
February 14, 2008, at 10 a.m.

—————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

5321. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting a six
month periodic report on the national emer-
gency with respect to Liberia that was de-
clared in Executive Order 13348 of July 22,
2004, pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1641(c); to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

5322. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting a six
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month periodic report on the national emer-
gency with respect to Cote d’Ivoire that was
declared in Executive Order 13396 of Feb-
ruary 7, 2006, pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1641(c); to
the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

5323. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting a six
month periodic report on the national emer-
gency with respect to Lebanon that was de-
clared in Executive Order 13441 of August 1,
2007, pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1641(c); to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

5324. A letter from the Assistant Legal Ad-
viser for Treaty Affairs, Department of
State, transmitting Copies of international
agreements, other than treaties, entered into
by the United States, pursuant to 1 U.S.C.
112b; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

5325. A letter from the Deputy Director,
Defense Security Cooperation Agency, trans-
mitting the Agency’s reports containing the
30 September 2007 status of loans and guar-
antees issued under Section 25(a)(11) of the
Arms Export Control Act; to the Committee
on Foreign Affairs.

5326. A letter from the Deputy Director,
Defense Security Cooperation Agency, trans-
mitting a report in accordance with Section
25(a)(6) of the Arms Export Control Act
(AECA), describing and analyzing services
performed during FY 2007 by full-time USG
employees who are performing services for
which reimbursement is provided under Sec-
tion 21(a) or Section 43(b) of the AECA; to
the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

5327. A letter from the U.S. Global AIDS
Coordinator, Department of State, transmit-
ting the report entitled, ‘“The Power of Part-
nerships,” the Fourth Annual Report of the
President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief,
pursuant to Public Law 108-25, section 301; to
the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

5328. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a
copy of D.C. ACT 17-281, ‘‘Non-Resident Taxi
Drivers Registration Amendment Act of
2008,” pursuant to D.C. Code section 1-
233(c)(1); to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform.

5329. A letter from the Executive Director,
Christopher Columbus Fellowship Founda-
tion, transmitting pursuant to the Account-
ability of Tax Dollars Act, the Foundation’s
Form and Content Reports/Financial State-
ments for the First Quarter of FY 2008 ended
December 31, 2007, as prepared by the U.S.
General Services Administration; to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

5330. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Education, transmitting in accord-
ance with Section 647(b) of Division F of the
Consolidated Appropriations Act, FY 2004,
Pub. L. 108-199, the Department’s Report to
Congress on FY 2007 Competitive Sourcing
Efforts; to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform.

5331. A letter from the White House Liai-
son, Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices, transmitting a report pursuant to the
Federal Vacancies Reform Act of 1998; to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

5332. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Labor, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s Performance and Accountability Re-
port Highlights 2007; to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform.

5333. A letter from the Attorney Advisor,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
a report pursuant to the Federal Vacancies
Reform Act of 1998; to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform.

5334. A letter from the Administrator, En-
vironmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting the Agency’s report entitled ‘‘Annual
Report to Congress on Implementation of
Public Law 106-107"’; to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform.
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5335. A letter from the Comptroller Gen-
eral, Government Accountability Office,
transmitting the Office’s Performance and
Accountability Highlights for Fiscal Year
2007; to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform.

5336. A letter from the Chairman, Nuclear
Regulatory Commission, transmitting the
Commission’s Fiscal Year 2009 Performance
Budget, in accordance with the Government
Performance and Results Act of 1993; to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

5337. A letter from the Director, Office of
Government Ethics, transmitting the Of-
fice’s FY 2007 Annual Federal Information
Security Management Act and Privacy Man-
agement Report, pursuant to 44 U.S.C.
3544(c); to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform.

5338. A letter from the Acting Controller,
Office of Management and Budget, transmit-
ting the 2007 Federal Financial Management
Report as required by the Chief Financial Of-
ficers (CFO) Act of 1990, marking the 15th re-
port submitted by the Office of Management
and Budget (OMB) on the government-wide
status of financial management; to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form.

5339. A letter from the Secretary, Postal
Regulatory Commission, transmitting a re-
port pursuant to the Federal Vacancies Re-
form Act of 1998; to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform.

5340. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness
Directives; Eclipse Aviation Corporation
Model EA5L00 Airplanes [Docket No. FAA-
2007-0247; Directorate Identifier 2007-CE-083-
AD; Amendment 39-15278; AD 2007-24-12] (RIN:
2120-AA64) received February 5, 2008, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure.

5341. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness
Directives; Boeing Model 747-100B SUD, 747-
200B, 747-300, 747-400, and 747-400D Series Air-
planes [Docket No. FAA-2007-0194; Direc-
torate Identifier 2007-NM-306-AD; Amend-
ment 39-15266; AD 2007-23-18] (RIN: 2120-A A64)
received February b5, 2008, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

5342. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness
Directives; CFM International, S.A. CFMb56-
5C4/1 Series Turbofan Engines [Docket No.
FAA-2007-0108; Directorate Identifier 2001-
NE-15-AD; Amendment 39-15270; AD 2007-24-
04] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received February b5,
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

5343. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness
Directives; Bell Helicopter Textron Canada
Model 206A and 206B Helicopters [Docket No.
FAA-2007-0176; Directorate Identifier 2007-
SW-14-AD; Amendment 39-15263; AD 2007-23-
17] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received February b5,
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

5344. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness
Directives; Boeing Model 737-100, -200, -200C,
-300, -400, and -500 Series Airplanes [Docket
No. FAA-2007-0211; Directorate Identifier
2007-NM-221-AD; Amendment 39-15268; AD
2007-24-02] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received Feb-
ruary 5, 2008, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.
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5345. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness
Directives; Bell Helicopter Textron Canada
Limited Model 206A, 206B, 206L, 206L-1, 206L-
3, 206L.-4, 222, 222B, 222U, 230, 407, 427, and 430
Helicopters [Docket No. FAA-2007-0179; Di-
rectorate Identifier 2007-SW-36-AD; Amend-
ment 39-15264; AD 2007-19-52] (RIN: 2120-A A64)
received February 5, 2008, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

5346. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness
Directives; Cessna Aircraft Company, Model
526B Airplanes [Docket No. FAA-2007-0198;
Directorate Identifier 2007-CE-085-AD;
Amendment 39-15262; AD 2007-23-16] (RIN:
2120-AA64) received February 5, 2008, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure.

5347. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness
Directives; Diamond Aircraft Industries
Model DA 42 Airplanes [Docket No. FAA-
2007-28955 Directorate Identifier 2007-CE-067-
AD; Amendment 39-15260; AD 2007-23-14] (RIN:
2120-AA64) received February 5, 2008, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure.

5348. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness
Directives;  Aeromot-Industria  Mecanico
Metalurgica Ltda. Model AMT-100/200/200S/
300 Gliders [Docket No. FAA-2007-28844 Direc-
torate Identifier 2007-CE-066-AD; Amendment
39-15261; AD 2007-23-15] (RIN: 2120-AA64) re-
ceived February 5, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

5349. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness
Directives; Bell Helicopter Textron, Inc.
Model 204B, 205A, 205A-1, 2056B, 210, 212, 412,
412EP, and 412CF Helicopters [Docket No.
FAA-2007-0180; Directorate Identifier 2007-
SW-37-AD; Amendment 39-15265; AD 2007-19-
53] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received February 5,
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

5350. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness
Directives; Airbus Model A330-200, A330-300,
A340-200, A340-300, A340-500, and A340-600 Se-
ries Airplanes [Docket No. FAA-2007-0076; Di-
rectorate Identifier 2007-NM-241-AD; Amend-
ment 39-15246; AD 2007-22-10] (RIN: 2120-A A64)
received February 5, 2008, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

5351. A letter from the Deputy Director,
Defense Security Cooperation Agency, trans-
mitting notification that the Department in-
tends to use FY 2008 IMET funds for the en-
closed list of countries, pursuant to Public
Law 110-161; jointly to the Committees on
Foreign Affairs and Appropriations.

————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2, of rule XIII, reports
of committees were delivered to the
Clerk for printing and reference to the
proper calendar, as follows:

Ms. SLAUGHTER: Committee on rules.
House Resolution 982. Resolution providing
for the adoption of the resolution (H. Res.
979) recommending that the House of Rep-
resentatives find Harriet Miers and Joshua
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