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In addition to extending the aviation taxes, a
second key provision of H.R. 5270 is the ex-
tension of the FAA’s authority to make ex-
penditures from the Trust Fund. Without this
authority, the FAA will face a partial shut-down
beginning March 1st, as it will be unable to
pay approximately 4,000 of its employees.

The third key provision of H.R. 5270 is that
it provides $2.76 billion in contract authority for
the AIP. Because the previous FAA authoriza-
tion act, Vision 100, expired on September 30,
2007, there is currently no contract authority in
place for the AIP in FY 2008, and no new air-
port grants can be made. It is our intent that
the full $2.76 billion provided by H.R. 5270 be
made available, without regard to any pre-
viously enacted rescission.

It is imperative that we reinstate the AIP
program immediately. Unless we do so, we
will lose the Spring construction season, and
will not be able to do much construction this
year, even if the program is reauthorized at a
later date.

According to the FAA, a continued lapse in
AIP funding will affect important safety and ca-
pacity projects, including runway safety area
projects, letter of intent disbursements, runway
safety action team projects, enhanced taxiway
and centerline marking projects, and aircraft
rescue, firefighting and snow removal equip-
ment. We must act now to extend this impor-
tant program.

H.R. 5270 also extends several other provi-
sions of Vision 100 so that, until a long-term
FAA reauthorization bill is enacted, aviation
programs may be continued under the same
terms and conditions as were in effect during
the previous authorization period.

But this is only the first step. We need to
enact a long-term FAA reauthorization bill,
which will permit us to go forward on mod-
ernization of the air traffic control system, and
improvement of our airports, to combat the
ever-increasing inadequacies of the current
system. Last year, our aviation system had the
worst delay record in its history. With the num-
ber of air travelers predicted to surpass 1 bil-
lion per year by the year 2015, the system is
rapidly approaching gridlock. | strongly urge
the other body to bring their reauthorization bill
to the floor, so we can go to conference and
pass a long-term reauthorization of aviation
programs.

| thank Chairman RANGEL and Ranking
Member MCCRERY of the Committee on Ways
and Means for working with the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure to include
the aviation authorization provisions in H.R.
5270. | also thank my Committee colleagues,
Ranking Member MICA, Subcommittee Chair-
man COSTELLO, and Subcommittee Ranking
Member PETRI, for working with me on this
critical legislation.

| urge my colleagues to support H.R. 5270.
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Mr. ENGLISH of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

I think we have made the case here,
Mr. Speaker, that it is important that
this legislation go forward to cure an
inability of Congress to bring closure
on this very, very important issue.
This is stop-gap legislation that is nec-
essary to allow America’s aviation sys-
tem to remain airborne, and at a crit-
ical time. It is essential that we pass
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this bill in order to ensure that thou-
sands of FAA employees are not fur-
loughed through congressional inac-
tion. It is also vitally important for
communities engaged in an airport
construction project, communities like
my hometown of Erie, Pennsylvania,
that the bill before us reinstates the
contract authority for the FAA to
issue money under the Airport Im-
provement Program.

I believe that this is an opportunity
for us to get this right in the coming
months. It is essential that the House
Ways and Means Committee, the House
Transportation and Infrastructure
Committee, and the bipartisan leader-
ship of this body engage the Senate in
order to pass a permanent solution
that provides long-term funding for the
FAA in a manner that is consistent
with the fundamental changes in that
system in order to provide the nec-
essary investment in this essential
piece of our national transportation in-
frastructure. I urge my colleagues to
vote for the bill.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. CROWLEY. I thank my colleague
from Pennsylvania for his words of sup-
port for this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, let me just point out as
well, piggybacking on what he just said
about the airport improvement pro-
grams grants, that time is of the es-
sence. A failure to move now will fur-
ther condense the season in which we
can actually improve the safety and
the aesthetics of our airports. So I
thank him for his support, for recog-
nizing the problems not here in this
body but with the other body. I thank
my friend, as well, Mr. OBERSTAR for
pointing that out to us.

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
support of H.R. 5270, the Airport and Airway
Extension Act. | want to thank Chairman RAN-
GEL for bringing this to the floor today, as well
as Chairman OBERSTAR and Ranking Mem-
bers MICA and PETRI.

On September 20, 2007, the House passed
H.R. 2881, the FAA Reauthorization Act of
2007, a long-term authorization of the Federal
Aviation Administration’s (FAA) programs.
However, until H.R. 2881 is signed into law, it
is important that we extend FAA’s programs
on a short-term basis.

If Congress does not act before February
29, 2008, the FAA is potentially facing signifi-
cant FY 2008 budget problems due to the
lapse in funding for the Airport Improvement
Program (AIP), and the upcoming expiration of
both the aviation excise taxes and the author-
ity to make expenditures from the Aviation
Trust Fund.

To address these problems, H.R. 5270
would extend not only the aviation taxes and
expenditure authority, but also AIP contract
authority, until June 30, 2008.

This is not the first time we have passed
short-term extensions to ensure FAA has the
contract authority it needs to make AIP grants.
In 1999 and 2000, as Congress was debating
what eventually became the Wendell H. Ford
Aviation Investment and Reform Act for the
21st Century, or AIR 21, we passed 4 exten-
sions of FAA’s contract authority. Moreover,
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the House acted on three separate occasions
last year in an attempt to extend FAA’s au-
thorities, including passage of H.R. 2881, the
4-year FAA reauthorization legislation. The
Senate has yet to act on any of these meas-
ures.

We must ensure that this extension passes
without further delay to not only improve safe-
ty and combat delays and congestion but to
also stimulate the economy.

H.R. 5270 creates $2.76 billion in AIP con-
tract authority to fund the program until June
30, 2008. When annualized, this $2.76 billion
equates to $3.675 billion for the full fiscal year
2008. H.R. 5270 will allow the FAA to make
AIP grants, so that airports can take advan-
tage of the full 2008 construction season.
This, in turn, will put people to work and im-
prove the safety and efficiency of our aviation
system.

Aviation is too important to our nation’s
economy—contributing to $1.2 trillion in output
and approximately 11.4 million U.S. jobs—to
allow the taxes or funding for critical aviation
programs to expire. Until H.R. 2881 is signed
into law, we must ensure that FAA has the
funds it needs to continue its vital programs.

H.R. 5270 provides a short, 4-month exten-
sion to ensure FAA’s programs remain fully
funded, and | urge my colleagues to support
the bill.

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
CROWLEY) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5270.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

COMMEMORATING THE COURAGE
OF THE HAITIAN SOLDIERS
THAT FOUGHT FOR AMERICAN
INDEPENDENCE IN THE ‘“SIEGE
OF SAVANNAH”

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I move to suspend the rules and agree
to the resolution (H. Res. 909) com-
memorating the courage of the Haitian
soldiers that fought for American inde-
pendence in the ‘‘Siege of Savannah”
and for Haiti’s independence and re-
nunciation of slavery, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 909

Whereas in the fall of 1779, Haitian soldiers
of the Chasseurs-Volontaires de Saint
Domingue volunteered to join in the fight for
American independence;

Whereas the unit was comprised of over 500
men of color from the island of Haiti;

Whereas on October 9, 1779, the soldiers of
Chasseurs-Volontaires de Saint Domingue
served as the largest unit of soldiers of Afri-
can descent to fight in the ‘‘Siege of Savan-
nah’’;

Whereas records show that over 500 men
sailed treacherous waters to join the effort
against the British;

Whereas over 300 of them lost their lives
attempting to drive the British from Savan-
nah;
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Whereas the Savannah Monument, a
project of the Haitian American Historical
Society represents the Haitian soldiers that
fought in the ‘‘Siege of Savannah’’;

Whereas the Savannah Monument was
erected in Savannah, Georgia on Monday,
October 8, 2007, to recognize the Haitian in-
volvement in the fight for American inde-
pendence; and

Whereas the Savannah Monument includes
a statue of a 12-year-old drummer boy, de-
picting Mr. Henri Christophe, who became a
leader in Haiti’s Revolution to gain inde-
pendence and renounce slavery: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives commemorates the courage of the Hai-
tian soldiers that fought for American inde-
pendence in the ‘‘Siege of Savannah’ and for
Haiti’s independence and renunciation of
slavery.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
American Samoa (Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA)
and the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr.
B00zMAN) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from American Samoa.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and to
include extraneous material on the res-
olution under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from American Samoa?

There was no objection.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I rise in strong support of this resolu-
tion and yield myself such time as I
may consume.

First, I would like to thank the chief
sponsor, my good friend and colleague,
the gentleman from Florida (Mr.
MEEK), for his introduction of this res-
olution, which commemorates the
courage of the Haitian soldiers who
fought alongside our Revolutionary
soldiers for gaining independence from
Great Britain.

House Resolution 909 also recognizes
the establishment of the Haitian Me-
morial Monument, which celebrates
the historical bond between the good
people of Haiti and the United States,
and demonstrates the significance of
our Haitian American community.

Mr. Speaker, the Haitian Memorial
Monument, designed by the Haitian-
Canadian sculptor Gregroire Anocles,
represents the war effort at the Siege
of Savannah in the year 1779.

Haiti’s involvement in the fight for
America’s independence some 226 years
ago is a source of national pride for
many Haitians, and it is long overdue
that we attach the proper importance
to this Haitian participation.

After returning home, Haitian vet-
erans of the Revolutionary War led
their own rebellion and revolution
against French colonialism, and even-
tually received independence from
France in the year 1804. Mr. Speaker,
in becoming independent, Haiti became
the first free country in the Western
Hemisphere led entirely by people of
African descent.
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I strongly support this resolution,
and I encourage my colleagues to vote
in favor of this proposed bill.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise in support of House Resolution
909, and I join my colleagues in recog-
nizes the valuable contribution and sig-
nificant sacrifice that Haitians made
as they joined the fight for American
independence over two centuries ago.

In the fall of 1779, over 500 coura-
geous men volunteered to cross the
treacherous waters from Haiti to the
U.S., to join our soldiers in the Siege of
Savannah. This was no easy feat; yet
these men were committed to fighting
for America’s liberty and independ-
ence.

Representing the largest contingent
of soldiers of African descent to fight
in the American Revolution, these Hai-
tian troops bravely joined in our ef-
forts, forging the friendship between
the U.S. and Haiti that has only
strengthened in the centuries that fol-
lowed.

Sadly, such courage had a high price.
More than 300 Haitians lost their lives
in this battle. Last year, a monument
to this glorious sacrifice was erected in
Savannah, Georgia. The collaborative
efforts of local officials in Georgia and
the Haitian American Historical Soci-
ety of Miami guided this project to
completion.

Today, the Savannah monument
stands as a tribute to those individual
foreign volunteers who joined in the
American Revolution and commemo-
rates the historic bond between the
U.S. and Haiti.

H. Res. 909 further commemorates
Haiti’s own struggle for independence
and renunciation of slavery. What
began as a slave revolt in 1791 ended
with Haiti’s own independence in 1804.
And Haiti was the first nation in the
Western Hemisphere to form a govern-
ment led by the people of African de-
scent and, remarkably, it was also the
first nation in the Western Hemisphere
to renounce slavery.

For this reason, I am proud to stand
with my congressional colleagues in
calling for the passage of this impor-
tant resolution. Yet we must also rec-
ognize that there is more to be done.

Despite Haiti’s early and historic
commitment to democracy, the coun-
try continues to languish under the op-
pression of extreme poverty, disease,
and violence. As a significant partner
in the region, the U.S. must remain not
only cognizant of Haiti’s progress but
also engaged in its development. We
cannot be fully successful as a hemi-
sphere without Haiti fulfilling its po-
tential as a strong and vibrant nation.

I want to thank the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. MEEK) for introducing H.
Res. 909 and am proud to join in the
commemoration of such courageous in-
dividuals.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
it is with pleasure that I yield such
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time as he may consume to the chief
sponsor of this proposed legislation,
my good friend, the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. MEEK).

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I
want to thank my colleagues for the
very kind words they have given about
this great piece of legislation, this res-
olution.

I think it is very, very important,
Mr. Speaker, that we come together as
a country and celebrate the contribu-
tions of other countries and the roles
that they played in assisting us not
only with our independence but mak-
ing it concrete.

Mr. Speaker, as we look at House
Resolution 909, I want to give my sin-
cere thanks to the Committee on For-
eign Affairs for bringing this resolution
to the floor, and especially shed light
on Chairman LANTOS for his forward-
leaning and making sure that this reso-
lution made it through the process.
And he will be forever missed here in
this body. And hopefully his memory
will continue on, not only on the com-
mittee, but here in Congress.

I think it is also important that we
pause to not only thank staff but also
thank Haitian Americans throughout
this country that have fought very
hard on behalf of this country, not only
in Iraq, Afghanistan, and other thea-
ters, but have contributed in many
other areas. And that is where this bill
came about.

The Haitian American Historical So-
ciety in Miami, Florida, moved forth
with a monument in Savannah of the
great battle, and I had an opportunity
to go there recently. And there are a
number of Haitians and those that care
about the well-being of Haiti that
wanted to make sure that the contribu-
tions of these soldiers were recognized
in a way that will be able to allow not
only this generation but future genera-
tions to understand Haiti’s contribu-
tions.

When you start talking about 500
freed Haitian slaves traveling to Sa-
vannah, Georgia, to be a part of a mul-
tinational force to fight on behalf of
this country against the Brits at that
particular time, and to be in the same
city where you had people who look
like me that were enslaved, and trav-
eling to Savannah is a very moving ex-
perience for every American, because
so many battles have taken place there
and it is such a historical and beautiful
city that you can’t help but pause to
think about the courage.

So for us to be on the floor, Mr.
Speaker and Members, to not only talk
but to pass, hopefully, this resolution
will be the first time in the history of
the Republic that we have actually
said thank you to Haiti, that we have
said thank you to the families of the
300 to 500 troops that actually traveled
to Savannah to fight on our behalf. I
don’t believe it is too late, but I think
that it is very appropriate for us to be
on the floor and allow the Members to
show their appreciation for their con-
tributions.
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As we celebrate not only the con-
tributions of these soldiers but we also
shed 1light with our Members and
Americans about the contributions
that Haitians have made, I think, as we
look at this debate and we look at
what we are doing for Haiti right now,
we must bring Americans up to speed
on the history. The fact that these
freed slaves came to Savannah and
fought, and the fact that Haiti was one
of the first countries to denounce slav-
ery and to fight for their own independ-
ence, to fight Napoleon that pushed
him to carry out the Louisiana Pur-
chase with the United States of Amer-
ica, these Haitian fighters traveled
throughout the Western Hemisphere
and played a very strong role in allow-
ing the United States to be who we are.

So when we start talking about as-
sistance for Haiti, it is not like it is a
one-way street; it is a two-way street.
And I am proud to represent a con-
stituency where we have more Haitians
than anywhere else in the TUnited
States of America, but Haitians
throughout the diaspora, this will be a
very proud day for them; and I believe
it will be a very proud day for them
when we vote in the affirmative.

When we look at the contributions of
Mr. Henry Christopher who fought in
the American Revolutionary War, to
use his experience from the first free
government in the Western Hemi-
sphere, and when we look at what the
Haitian Americans Historical Society
has spent a number of years to be able
to not only bring the Haitian American
history to the Congress but to also
bring to everyday Americans, I think it
is very, very important, Mr. Speaker,
that Members share with their con-
stituency the contribution of these
great men, and to be able to make sure
that we share the history of all com-
munities that have come to this coun-
try to make us strong.

Once again, I want to thank the com-
mittee, and I want to also thank the
staff that has worked very hard on it.
I know that we have other Members
that want to speak in affirming the
passage of this legislation. But I am
personally moved because I represent a
number of individuals that, when we
look at immigration policy, when we
look at aid to Haiti, when we look at
our interventions when coups have
taken place in Haiti, as recent as the
82nd Airborne, when we look at those
in the State Department that serve
within the Foreign Service and the
conditions that they have to work
under, when we also look at the Peace
Corps and other organizations like it,
religious institutions, a number of
NGOs, that we call nongovernmental
organizations, and what they do and
where they live in the rural parts of
Haiti, providing not only education and
food; when we look at their contribu-
tions and we look at the conditions
they have to work under now as Haiti
struggles with natural disasters and
struggles with hard economic times,
this legislation will help enshrine not
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only the contributions of Haitians to-
wards the TUnited States, but also
Americans returning not only the favor
but the goodwill back to the great
country of Haiti.

With that, Mr. Speaker, I urge the
Members to vote in the affirmative on
House Resolution 909.
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Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate the gentleman from Florida’s
hard work and thoughtfulness in bring-
ing this bill before the House, and I
continue to reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I yield 3 minutes to the gentlewoman
from Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE).

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the distinguished
member of the Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee, and I join him as a fellow mem-
ber of the Foreign Affairs Committee
to applaud and congratulate the distin-
guished gentleman from Florida who
has a long history of representing Hai-
tians in Florida, and who has a long
history of concern for the Haitian peo-
ple both today and in the past.

As a member of the Foreign Affairs
Committee and one who has traveled to
Haiti and visited individuals who were
incarcerated because of their beliefs in
democracy, this commemoration is im-
portant because it reemphasizes the
long-standing friendship between the
United States and the Haitian people.

I am saddened by the journey that
Haitians have had to take over the last
decade from Baby Doc and the oppres-
sive leadership that they have had in
past years, and their desire of necessity
to flee because of persecution to the
United States; and then, of course, the
double standard between the wet feet/
dry feet immigration policies where
many of them have been treated in a
discriminatory fashion.

This accolade is long overdue. I
might acknowledge the fact that this
was in the early years of our beginning.
It was in the dawn of October 9, 1779,
that this battle was fought on the
western outskirts of Savannah, what
was unquestionably the second blood-
iest battle of the entire 8 years of the
American War for Independence. Can
we imagine that. These brave soldiers
left their soil, many, many miles away
from our Iland, about 750 Haitian
freemen fought alongside colonial
troops against the British in the Siege
of Savannah on October 9, 1779. In a
single hour, there fell within the area
of a few hundred square yards more
dead and wounded than are credited to
any other battlefield in the struggle for
American independence except for
Bunker Hill. The valor of these brave
men deserve to be commemorated, and
I am proud to be a cosponsor of this
legislation.

Of course, we know that American
history is intertwined with many brave
persons from places far and wide. But I
think this statement today also ce-
ments the importance of Haiti today as
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we fight against the extensive poverty
that exists now today, as we try to as-
sist them in building their democratic
government, as we try to reemphasize
a friendship between the United States
and Haiti, and in essence apologize for
some of the interventions that could be
considered coups that resulted from
policies utilized in this country.

I would say this is a very important
statement that again reinforces the re-
lationship and again talks about the
bravery of these Haitian soldiers.

At a time when we are engaged in a
global war on terror, joined by our
friends and allies, it is imperative that
we recognize the service and dedication
provided in the past by foreign coun-
tries like Haiti.

Mr. Speaker, I close my words by
congratulating Mr. MEEK again for this
outstanding legislation; but more im-
portantly, thanking the Haitian peo-
ple, even though it may be somewhat
late.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today in support of H.
Res. 909, commemorating the courage of the
Haitian soldiers that fought for American inde-
pendence in the “Siege of Savannah” for Hai-
ti’s independence and renunciation of slavery,
introduced by my distinguished colleague Con-
gressman KENDRICK MEEK of Florida. This is
to be commended because it helps to educate
Americans about the significant contributions
made by Haitian ancestors.

Mr. Speaker, in the early dawn of October
9, 1779, there was fought, on the then west-
ern outskirts of Savannah, what was unques-
tionably the second bloodiest battle of the
entire 8 years of the American War for Inde-
pendence. About 750 Haitian freemen fought
alongside colonial troops against the British in
the “Siege of Savannah” on October 9, 1779.
In a single hour there fell within an area of a
few hundred square yards more dead and
wounded than are credited to any other battle-
field in the struggle for American independ-
ence except for Bunker Hill. The valor of those
brave men deserves to be commemorated,
and | am proud to cosponsor this legislation
honoring their bravery and sacrifice.

The year before, the city of Savannah,
Georgia, had been captured by a British expe-
ditionary corps under Lieutenant Colonel Ar-
chibald Campbell. On October 9, 1779, there
was an attempt to retake Savannah from the
British. The siege itself consisted of a joint ef-
fort with America, France, and Haiti. This bat-
tle represents the Revolutionary War as an
international conflict more than any other en-
gagement of the Revolution. It was the first
time the French fought alongside the colonial
army. This battle reminds us that the contribu-
tion of foreign resources, men, money, and
material helped lead to the eventual success
of the American cause for independence. It is
important to provide recognition for the efforts
of Haiti and their role in helping to liberate
America from British rule.

At a time in our country when we are en-
gaged in a global war on terror, joined by our
friends and allies, it is imperative that we rec-
ognize the service and dedication provided in
the past by foreign countries like Haiti. Many
of the foreign allied soldiers, including Hai-
tians, who sacrificed during the process of
America gaining freedom and independence,
have not been recognized for their contribu-
tions to this Nation. Some were never told,



February 12, 2008

“thank you” for helping to better our society
and contributing to our freedom. Too many
were forgotten and unrecognized for their dili-
gence, commitment and sacrifices.

As we continue to celebrate the month of
February and Black History Month, let us be
mindful of the Haitian soldiers and the numer-
ous others of the African diaspora that re-
nounced slavery and aided in the formation of
our great Nation. | urge my colleagues to sup-
port this resolution honoring the courage of
the Haitian soldiers who fought for American
independence and renunciation of slavery .

Mr. BOOZMAN. Again, I appreciate
the hard work of the gentleman from
Florida in bringing this forward. I
would urge my fellow Congressmen to
vote ‘‘yes’ on this very timely resolu-
tion, and having no further speakers, I
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. I thank my
good friend from Arkansas for manage-
ment of this legislation and commend
the gentleman from Florida and the
gentlewoman from Texas for their elo-
quent statements concerning this legis-
lation.

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, | rise in strong
support of H. Res. 909 introduced by Rep-
resentative KENDRICK MEEK of Florida com-
memorating the courage of the Haitian sol-
diers that fought for American independence
in the Siege of Savannah and for Haiti's inde-
pendence and renunciation of slavery.

H. Res. 909 recognizes the honorable act of
the Haitian soldiers of the Chasseurs-
Volontaires de Saint Domingue who volun-
teered to join the fight for American independ-
ence in the fall of 1779. Already in the fifth
year of the American Revolution, Americans
were growing weary of gaining independence
when the Haitians stepped in. Today, we give
them our gratitude for their bravery in sending
over 500 soldiers to aid us in our fight for
independence. We also remember and honor
their sacrifice of over 300 men lost during the
Siege of Savannah in October 1779.

| hold Haiti’'s achievements of being the
world’s first black-led republic and the first
Caribbean state to achieve independence in
high esteem. However, Haiti continues to
struggle against poverty and instability. This is
why we need to commemorate the landmark
of the brave actions of the 500 Haitians who
fought alongside Americans for our freedom.

It is important that we honor the progress of
states in the 21st century continuing the fight
against racially driven injustice. | would like to
mention that H.R. 3432, which | introduced in
August 2007, was signed into law by the
President last week on February 5, 2008. This
bill called for the establishment of the commis-
sion on the abolition of the transatlantic slave
trade.

As Haiti still struggles to find her own model
of peace and liberty, we extend our support by
commemorating the loyalty of Haitians to the
U.S. Haitians played a vital role in America’s
path to independence and freedom.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, | rise tonight
in support of H. Res. 909 “Commemorating
the Courage of the Haitian Soldiers That
Fought for American Independence in the
Siege of Savannah and for Haiti’'s Independ-
ence and Renunciation of Slavery.”

This resolution highlights the heroism dis-
played by 900 Haitian soldiers in Savannah
during the American Revolutionary War and is
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a source of great inspiration and pride for all
Haitians. | am not surprised by the indomitable
spirit of these Haitian soldiers who so coura-
geously defended America’s fight for inde-
pendence.

On October 9, 1779, the soldiers of Chas-
seurs-Volontaires de Saint Domingue, Haiti,
served as the largest unit of soldiers of African
descent to fight in the Siege of Savannah
alongside American and French forces. The
monument in Savannah serves as a tribute to
the hundreds of Haitian volunteers who took
great risk and traveled by sea to fight for
American freedom during the Revolutionary
War. Today, | heartily applaud the Haitian sol-
diers who lost their lives fighting for our coun-
try.

yMR. FALEOMAVAEGA. I yield back
the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from American Samoa
(Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA) that the House
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution, H. Res. 909, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

————

CONGRATULATING THE NATIONAL
FOOTBALL LEAGUE CHAMPION
NEW YORK GIANTS FOR WINNING
SUPER BOWL XLII

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 960) congratu-
lating the National Football League
champion New York Giants for winning
Super Bowl XLII and completing one of
the most remarkable postseason runs
in professional sports history.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 960

Whereas on February 3, 2008, in Glendale,
Arizona, the New York Giants achieved the
improbable and upset the previously
undefeated New England Patriots by a score
of 17 to 14 in Super Bowl XLII to win the Na-
tional Football League (NFL) Championship;

Whereas during the 2007-2008 post season,
the Giants were the epitome of determina-
tion, fortitude, and resiliency as they made
their way through the playoffs and ulti-
mately triumphed over the previously
undefeated New England Patriots, who were
favored by 12 points to win the championship
game;

Whereas quarterback Elisha Nelson ‘“‘Eli”’
Manning, who had 19 completions for 255
yards and 2 touchdowns, was selected as the
Most Valuable Player of Super Bowl XLII;

Whereas the New York Giants’ win over
the New England Patriots was the most-
watched Super Bowl ever, with 97,500,000
viewers, making it the second most viewed
American broadcast in television history;

Whereas the Giants achieved one of the
most remarkable feats in sports history by
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winning an NFL record-breaking 11 straight
road games, granting them the title of
“Road Warriors”, and in the process became
only the second team in NFL history to win
3 playoff games and the Super Bowl away
from their home field;

Whereas in each round of the playoffs,
when none of the experts thought they had a
chance to win, the Giants and their loyal,
dedicated, and passionate fans believed they
could accomplish what others declared im-
possible;

Whereas Tom Coughlin, in his fourth sea-
son as head coach of the Giants, has gone to
the playoffs for 3 straight seasons, and this
season lead his team, with the help of Defen-
sive Coordinator Steve Spagnuolo, Offensive
Coordinator Kevin Gilbride, and the entire
Giants coaching staff, to Super Bowl XLII
and brought the Vince Lombardi Trophy
back to the Meadowlands;

Whereas the New York Giants organization
is one of the most successful in NFL history,
boasting 15 Hall of Fame players, appearing
in 26 postseasons, winning more than 600
games, 16 NFL divisional championships, and
7 NFL championships, including remarkable
title runs in 1987, 1991, and 2008 (Super Bowls
XXI, XXV, and XLII) that captivated New
York and New Jersey;

Whereas Giants owner and Chief Executive
Officer John Mara and Executive Vice Presi-
dent Steve Tisch have done a remarkable job
leading this storied franchise with the assist-
ance and dedication of their talented staff;

Whereas the New York Giants have played
all their home games in the Meadowlands
Sports Complex, located in East Rutherford,
New Jersey, since 1976 and have supported
Bergen County and the northern New Jersey
and New York areas with community out-
reach projects; and

Whereas the entire Giants franchise has
become a model of professionalism, team-
work, and community service in rep-
resenting the entire New York and New Jer-
sey metropolitan area: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives congratulates the National Football
League champion New York Giants for win-
ning Super Bowl XLII and completing one of
the most impressive seasons in professional
sports history.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. BUTTERFIELD) and
the gentleman from Connecticut (Mr.
SHAYS) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from North Carolina.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from North Carolina?

There was no objection.

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I
am pleased to join my colleagues today
in the consideration of H. Res. 960,
which provides for the recognition of
the National Football League cham-
pion New York Giants for winning
Super Bowl XLII and for completing
one of the most remarkable postseason
runs in professional sports history.

On Super Bowl Sunday, I was in Co-
lumbus, Georgia. And when I realized
that my flight was scheduled at the
very same time as the Super Bowl, I
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