
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH824 February 12, 2008 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
izona (Mr. GRIJALVA) and the gen-
tleman from Utah (Mr. BISHOP) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Arizona. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the bill under con-
sideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arizona? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, H.R. 

2251 was introduced by my good friend 
from Maine, Representative MIKE 
MICHAUD. The legislation addresses sev-
eral housekeeping matters at the Aca-
dia National Park. Acadia, located on 
Mount Desert Island on the coast of 
Maine, is one of our most popular and 
most visited national parks. 

This bill would authorize the park to 
participate in the construction of a 
new transit center. Currently, visitors 
can only catch the park bus at their 
hotels, meaning that day visitors have 
no access to the system. The bill would 
allow the park to participate in the es-
tablishment and operation of a planned 
intermodal center to be located just off 
the island. This center would provide 
visitor services, parking, and bus ac-
cess to day visitors. A variety of Fed-
eral, State, and local agencies are in-
volved in establishing the center. 

H.R. 2251 would also extend the au-
thorization of the Acadia National 
Park Advisory Commission for another 
20 years, continuing this important 
forum for the park and local commu-
nities to jointly consider issues of im-
portance. 

Finally, H.R. 2251 would authorize an 
additional $10 million for the park’s 
land acquisition budget to enable the 
park to keep pace with rising property 
values and providing for prompt pay-
ment to willing sellers who regularly 
offer their lands to the park. 

At the hearing in the last Congress, 
the National Park Service testified in 
support of similar legislation, and that 
measure also passed in the Senate. The 
measure before us today has been up-
dated to address several concerns by 
the National Park Service, and to cap 
NPS contributions to the intermodal 
transportation center. 

Mr. Speaker, this bill will signifi-
cantly improve the experience of visi-
tors to one of our great national parks. 
Representative MICHAUD and Rep-
resentative ALLEN are to be com-
mended for their hard work on this leg-
islation. 

I urge the House to support H.R. 2251. 
Mr. Speaker, at this time, I reserve 

the balance of my time. 
Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself as much time as I may 
consume. 

The gentleman from Arizona has ade-
quately explained H.R. 2251, and we’re 

prepared to accept this legislation with 
a brief clarification from the chairman 
of the subcommittee on the intent of 
this bill. 

The question we have is, is the pro-
posed intermodal transportation center 
intended to limit the access to the 
park by automobile, or is this part of a 
larger plan to abolish the public’s abil-
ity to travel through the park by pri-
vate automobile? 

Mr. Speaker, I would yield to the 
gentleman from Arizona if he is pre-
pared to address that issue right now. 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Let me thank the 
gentleman from Utah for allowing me 
to try to clarify this point. 

The Island Explorer transit system 
at Acadia is entirely voluntary and, I 
might add, very, very popular. I can 
categorically assure the gentleman 
that there are no plans to ban autos 
from Acadia. Visitors who want to 
drive the park’s loop roads are welcome 
to do so, but many have found that 
riding the bus is much more conven-
ient. So there is a categorical assur-
ance that the intention of this legisla-
tion is not now or will be to ban auto-
mobiles from Acadia. 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Thank you. Re-
claiming my time, I appreciate that 
statement. And with that assurance, 
we can accept this legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, at this 
time, I yield as much time as he may 
consume to Representative MICHAUD, 
the sponsor of this legislation. 

Mr. MICHAUD. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of the Acadia National Park Improve-
ment Act. 

I would like to thank Chairman RA-
HALL and Ranking Member YOUNG, as 
well as subcommittee Chairman 
GRIJALVA and Ranking Member BISHOP, 
for their work on this measure. 

This is a very important bill for the 
State of Maine as well as the future of 
Acadia National Park. Acadia National 
Park is a spectacular and unique land-
scape of mountains, hills, ponds, 
marshes and shorelines. 

Earlier visitors to Mount Desert Is-
land and its surroundings helped to es-
tablish Acadia as the first national 
park east of the Mississippi. The park 
is a major engine of the regional econ-
omy, bringing in almost $130 million in 
visitor spending to the region, and sup-
porting over 2,600 jobs. 

The Acadia National Park Improve-
ment Act will help the park continue 
to attract visitors to the area and 
maintain and preserve their important 
natural resources. It allows the park to 
continue to complete the vision laid 
out in the 1986 law setting the park’s 
boundaries and to enhance the emis-
sion-reducing Island Explorer bus sys-
tem. 

Most importantly, this legislation 
will reauthorize the Acadia National 
Park Advisory Commission. The com-
mission brings representatives of sur-

rounding towns, the State of Maine, 
and the Department of the Interior to-
gether to make sure all community 
members are involved in park plan-
ning. 

I want to thank everyone involved 
for their hard work on this, and I en-
courage my colleagues to vote in favor 
of this important bill for the State of 
Maine. 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Arizona (Mr. 
GRIJALVA) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2251, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

KALAUPAPA MEMORIAL ACT OF 
2008 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 3332) to provide for the establish-
ment of a memorial within Kalaupapa 
National Historical Park located on 
the island of Molokai, in the State of 
Hawaii, to honor and perpetuate the 
memory of those individuals who were 
forcibly relocated to the Kalaupapa Pe-
ninsula from 1866 to 1969, and for other 
purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3332 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Kalaupapa 
Memorial Act of 2008’’. 
SEC. 2. ESTABLISHMENT OF MEMORIAL WITHIN 

KALAUPAPA NATIONAL HISTORICAL 
PARK. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Interior 
shall authorize Ka ‘Ohana O Kalaupapa, a 
non-profit organization consisting of patient 
residents at Kalaupapa National Historical 
Park, and their family members and friends, 
to establish a memorial at a suitable loca-
tion or locations approved by the Secretary 
at Kalawao or Kalaupapa within the bound-
aries of Kalaupapa National Historical Park 
located on the island of Molokai, in the 
State of Hawaii, to honor and perpetuate the 
memory of those individuals who were forc-
ibly relocated to Kalaupapa Peninsula from 
1866 to 1969. 

(b) DESIGN.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The memorial authorized 

by subsection (a) shall— 
(A) display in an appropriate manner the 

names of the first 5,000 individuals sent to 
the Kalaupapa Peninsula between 1866 and 
1896, most of whom lived at Kalawao; and 

(B) display in an appropriate manner the 
names of the approximately 3,000 individuals 
who arrived at Kalaupapa in the second part 
of its history, when most of the community 
was concentrated on the Kalaupapa side of 
the peninsula. 

(2) APPROVAL.—The location, size, design, 
and inscriptions of the memorial authorized 
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by subsection (a) shall be subject to the ap-
proval of the Secretary of the Interior. 

(c) FUNDING.—Ka ‘Ohana O Kalaupapa, a 
nonprofit organization, shall be solely re-
sponsible for acceptance of contributions for 
and payment of the expenses associated with 
the establishment of the memorial. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
izona (Mr. GRIJALVA) and the gen-
tleman from Utah (Mr. BISHOP) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Arizona. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the bill under con-
sideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arizona? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, H.R. 

3332 would provide for the establish-
ment of a memorial within the bound-
aries of the Kalaupapa National His-
toric Park on the island of Molokai, 
Hawaii. It will serve as a remembrance 
of thousands of Hansen’s disease pa-
tients who were forcibly separated 
from family and friends and interned at 
this site. 

Beginning in 1866, when the Hawaii 
Islands were still an independent king-
dom, and continuing through 1969, resi-
dents of the islands who were infected 
with Hansen’s disease, also known as 
leprosy, were isolated from the rest of 
society at the settlement. In all, 8,000 
Hansen’s patients were forcibly relo-
cated to the settlement where they 
struggled to create new lives. The ma-
jority succumbed to the disease while 
living there. 

Today, less than 20 percent of the 
graves and headstones of these former 
patients can be found in the peninsula. 
The remaining 80 percent are forgotten 
on the landscape. A nonprofit organiza-
tion made up of family and friends of 
former patients will be responsible for 
funding and constructing the memorial 
which will contain the names of all 
8,000 patients who were forced to call 
this settlement their home. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to com-
mend our colleague, Congresswoman 
HIRONO of Hawaii, and her cosponsor, 
Congressman ABERCROMBIE, also of Ha-
waii, for their efforts to ensure that all 
families of former residents have a fit-
ting commemoration of their deceased 
loved ones. 

Mr. Speaker, we enthusiastically sup-
port H.R. 3332 and urge its passage 
today as a tribute to the present and 
past Hansen’s patients. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise in support of H.R. 3332 and yield 
myself as much time as I may con-
sume. 

The gentleman from Arizona has 
again adequately explained this par-

ticular bill, and I would urge my col-
leagues to support this legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
to the gentlelady from Hawaii (Ms. 
HIRONO) for as much time as she may 
consume. 

Ms. HIRONO. I thank the gentleman 
for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to speak in sup-
port of H.R. 3332. 

Kalaupapa is a 21⁄4-mile-wide shelf of 
land jutting out beneath sea cliff rang-
ing from 1,600 to 3,000 feet in height on 
the island of Molokai. It is an incred-
ibly beautiful and isolated area with a 
unique history. 

This bill authorizes the establish-
ment of a memorial at Kalaupapa Na-
tional Historical Park in the memory 
of those who were forcibly relocated 
there because they suffered from or 
were suspected of having Hansen’s dis-
ease, or leprosy. Once sent to 
Kalaupapa, most never saw their 
homes or their families again. 

Kahauliko, Loe, Liilii, Puha, Kini, 
Lono, Waipio, Kainana, Kaumoana, 
Nahuina, Lakapu, and Kepihe. These 
are the names of the first 12 people who 
were exiled to Kalaupapa on January 6, 
1886, 142 years ago. 

This poster is a copy of the Kingdom 
of Hawaii’s register, now at the Hawaii 
State Archives, of those sent to 
Kalaupapa Peninsula. These first 12 
were all Native Hawaiians, nine men 
and three women. From that day for-
ward until 1969, approximately 8,000 
people living in the Hawaii Islands 
were taken from their families and iso-
lated on Kalaupapa Peninsula, first in 
Kalawao, and later in the town of 
Kalaupapa. Because of society’s fear of 
leprosy, which we now call Hansen’s 
disease, food was scarce, and shelter 
and health care were minimal for the 
new arrivals. The mortality rate for ex-
iles in the first 5 years was 46 percent 
due to the poor conditions. 

‘‘An Act to Prevent the Spread of 
Leprosy’’ was first signed into law in 
1865 by Lot Kamehameha, the King of 
Hawaii. The act essentially 
criminalized the disease. Children, 
mothers, and fathers were forcibly sep-
arated. Children born to parents at 
Kalaupapa were taken away from their 
mothers and sent to live in orphanages 
or with other family members outside 
of Kalaupapa. 

The policy was continued in the Re-
public of Hawaii after Hawaii was an-
nexed by the United States and into 
statehood. Hawaii’s isolation laws for 
people with Hansen’s disease were not 
repealed until 1969, 10 years after state-
hood, even though medications to con-
trol the disease have been available 
since the late 1950s. 

Nearly 6,700 of the approximately 
8,000 people who have died at 
Kalaupapa, more than 75 percent, lie in 
unmarked or unidentifiable graves. 
Their names are known only in the of-
ficial records, which are not easily ac-
cessible. 

A memorial listing the names of 
those who were exiled to Kalaupapa 
and died there is a fitting tribute and 
is consistent with the purpose of the 
park, to preserve and interpret the 
Kalaupapa settlement for the edu-
cation and inspiration of present and 
future generations. 

Many have heard of the sacrifices of 
Father Damien, who is represented by 
one of Hawaii’s two statues in this Cap-
itol, as well as those of Mother 
Marianne Cope and Brother Dutton, 
who each gave decades of their lives to 
care for the patients at Kalaupapa. 
Fewer know, however, of the courage 
and sacrifices of the exiles who were 
torn from their families and all they 
knew to make a life in this isolated 
area. It is important that their lives be 
remembered. 

The Kalaupapa memorial will bring 
these people back to their rightful 
places in their family genealogy and 
history. Many families have gone to 
Kalaupapa to search for the graves of 
their ancestors; but with only 1,300 
marked graves, most are disappointed. 

In a letter of support for the memo-
rial, David and Chris Mahelona ex-
plained why they, as Native Hawaiians, 
feel an urgent need for a monument 
that would list the names of everyone 
sent to Kalaupapa. 

I quote: ‘‘The naming process and the 
giving of a Hawaiian name is an impor-
tant and sacred component of tradi-
tional Hawaiian culture. It is said that 
names carry significant mana, spir-
itual power, and they are actually a 
part of the person, just like an arm or 
leg. In ancient Hawaii, a person’s name 
was one of the most precious posses-
sions unique to that individual, and 
most times related to an event, an an-
cestor, or a personality trait. In every 
case, the kapuna (elders) are always 
consulted. It was the responsibility of 
the bearer of the name to carry its 
weight. Therefore, it is important to 
remember these people by their names 
at their final resting place.’’ 

I would also like to read the testi-
mony that Kuulei Bell, president of Ka 
’Ohana O Kalaupapa, submitted to Con-
gress. Kuulei, who contracted Hansen’s 
disease at age 6, is now 74. And I re-
cently visited her at Queens Hospital 
in Honolulu. 

Kuulei testified: ‘‘We need to remem-
ber the people who have dedicated their 
lives and came to Kalaupapa. Father 
Damien, who we love so much, came to 
take care of all those in Kalaupapa in 
the 1800s, and he became one of us, con-
tracted the disease, and so we know 
how this is. 

‘‘And also we know that Mother 
Marianne gave her aloha and love with 
all the nuns to come and take care of 
the patients. They need to be remem-
bered. 

‘‘These things are so important, and 
the monument is a big part of our his-
tory and our lives. 

b 1445 
‘‘So please consider what we are ask-

ing for is our history and for our chil-
dren to know what happened to many 
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of our patients. How sad it was for my 
mother, who had to wait for me to go 
and she could not even touch me be-
cause of the disease. And I could not 
even touch my children. These are the 
things that we should consider, how 
important it is. These are the memo-
ries. So please consider these things. I 
say these things from my heart and I 
hope that you hear it.’’ 

Kuulei ended her testimony thus: 
‘‘Thank you for listening to this. Aloha 
and much aloha; much, much mahalo.’’ 

Ka ’Ohana O Kalaupapa, a nonprofit 
organization consisting of patient resi-
dents at Kalaupapa National Historical 
Park and their family members and 
friends, was established in 2003 to pro-
mote the value and dignity of the ex-
iles of Kalaupapa and to make certain 
that the lives of these individuals are 
honored and remembered through es-
tablishment of a memorial or memo-
rials within the boundaries of the park 
at Kalawao or Kalaupapa. 

I want to thank House Natural Re-
sources Committee Chair NICK RAHALL 
and Parks Subcommittee Chair RAUL 
GRIJALVA for helping to move this im-
portant bill to the floor, and I also 
want to thank my cosponsor, Congress-
man NEIL ABERCROMBIE, for his strong 
support and assistance. 

Most of all, I send my heartfelt aloha 
and mahalo to all the members of Ka 
’Ohana O Kalaupapa, to all the 
Kalaupapa patients and their families, 
and most especially to Kuulei on this 
momentous day. 

I ask all of my colleagues to vote 
‘‘yes’’ on H.R. 3332. 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, 
I’m once again appreciative of the re-
marks by the gentlewoman from Ha-
waii, and I’m also appreciative that 
now I know how to say ‘‘Kalaupapa.’’ 
Her staff was very kind enough to send 
over the pronunciation guide, but they 
didn’t put where the accent marks 
should go; so I didn’t know where the 
emphasis was on this particular word. 

But with that, I am still very sup-
portive of this particular act. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, at this 
time let me yield to my good friend 
from American Samoa (Mr. 
FALEOMAVAEGA) such time as he may 
consume. 

(Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA asked and 
was given permission to revise and ex-
tend his remarks.) 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, 
I fully support the provisions of this 
proposed bill. The bill proposes to es-
tablish a memorial to honor the mem-
ory of all those people who became vic-
tims to the dreaded disease of leprosy, 
commonly known as Hansen’s disease. 
I certainly want to commend my good 
friend and colleague the gentlewoman 
from Hawaii (Ms. HIRONO) and our col-
league Congressman ABERCROMBIE for 
their cosponsorship or sponsorship of 
this important legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I also want to commend 
the chairman of our committee, Chair-

man RAHALL, and our ranking member, 
Mr. YOUNG, for their support and their 
leadership in bringing this legislation 
to the floor. 

In 1987, I was honored to be asked by 
the Polynesian Voyaging Society, 
under the leadership of my good friend 
and brother Nainoa Thompson, to serve 
as a member of the crew of the Hawai-
ian Polynesian voyaging canoe known 
as the Hokule’a on which we were able 
to sail from the island of Runayto near 
the island of Tahiti. We sailed to Ha-
waii by means of traditional non-
instrument navigation. It took us 
about 27 days when we landed on the 
big island of Hawaii. From the island of 
Hawaii, we went to Kalaupapa. It’s 
Kalaupapa, located on the northern 
part of the island of Molokai, one of 
the islands that make up the State of 
Hawaii. This legislation brings back 
one of the most memorable experiences 
of my life, Mr. Speaker, my visit to 
Kalaupapa. 

Kalaupapa is not only a national his-
torical park but a place that has re-
ceived international attention on ac-
count of the circumstances and events 
surrounding the history of what then 
took place under the sovereign king-
dom of Hawaii in the early 1800s. Be-
fore the arrival of the Europeans, there 
were some 300,000 Native Hawaiians liv-
ing on these islands. The warrior chief 
King Kamehameha with some 20,000 
warriors and some 900 war canoes fi-
nally was able to unite these islands 
under one rule after some 2,000 years of 
conflict among the ruling chiefs of 
these islands. 

What also occurred was the illnesses 
and the many diseases that Europeans 
brought to these islands, and one of 
these diseases was leprosy, or Hansen’s 
disease. And the unfortunate situation 
at the time, having no knowledge or 
understanding of how they were going 
to cure it, the Native Hawaiians were 
not immune to this kind of sickness or 
illness. So the only way to, in any 
sense, prevent a health hazard was to 
send them to an isolated place where 
many of these Native Hawaiians be-
came subjected to this dreaded disease, 
leprosy. 

In the process, we also had probably, 
in my humble opinion, Mr. Speaker, 
one of the great leaders in the world, a 
Catholic priest originally from Bel-
gium, named Father Damien. Father 
Damien, if there is anything that I 
could ever say the epitome of what the 
pure love of God is, this was one man 
who voluntarily ministered to these 
people, who lived in this colony or this 
settlement. It was full of lepers, and he 
voluntarily subjected himself even to 
this contagious disease, after 12 years 
of helping the people who lived there 
build chapels, build schools, and even 
helped bury those who died as a result 
of this dreaded disease. 

Father Damien, as you know and 
maybe my colleagues are aware, was 
given as one of the two leaders rep-
resenting the great State of Hawaii 
right here in Statuary Hall. And the 

beautiful story about this Catholic 
priest was the fact that he voluntarily 
gave his life in order to serve the peo-
ple who contracted this dreaded disease 
leprosy on this beautiful area that is 
called Kalaupapa. 

There was also another gentleman, 
and it might be as a matter of knowl-
edge to my good friend from the State 
of Utah. At that time, it wasn’t just 
people who were forced to have to live 
in this isolated settlement, but it 
caused so much sorrow and sadness 
where even those who were loved ones, 
your wives, your husbands, your daugh-
ters, your sons, and one of these lead-
ers voluntarily went because his wife 
eventually contracted leprosy. His 
name was Jonathan Napela. He was a 
Native Hawaiian leader and was a high 
priest and a member of the Church of 
Latter Day Saints, commonly known 
today as the Mormon Church. And be-
cause of the love of his wife, he volun-
tarily went and lived there, and he also 
contracted the disease of leprosy. It 
was known as the program of kokua. 

The interesting thing about Jona-
than Napela was that this Native Ha-
waiian was able to translate the Book 
of Mormon from English into the Na-
tive Hawaiian language, along with an-
other Mormon elder from Utah by the 
name of George Cannon. Jonathan 
Napela spent the last years of his life 
in this leper settlement because of the 
love for his wife, Kitty, who also con-
tracted this. 

There was a lot of controversy about 
the life of Father Damien at the time. 
The relationships between the Protes-
tants and the Catholics were not very 
positive. In fact, according to the 
records, a minister of the Presbyterian 
Church, Reverend Hyde, castigated and 
literally criticized Father Damien for 
some of the things that he did. And in 
response there was another noted lead-
er at that time, an author and a Scots-
man from Scotland, who happens to be 
Robert Louis Stevenson, who had also 
contracted TB, tuberculosis. And try-
ing to help his health, he spent the last 
4 years of his life in my islands, the Sa-
moan Islands. And to this day, Robert 
Louis Stevenson’s grave is still there. 
Despite the wishes and desires of the 
Scottish people and the government to 
return his remains, we said no. 

But the point that I wanted to make 
is that in response to the criticism 
that Father Damien got from his fellow 
ministers or those men of the cloth, I 
want to share with my colleagues Rob-
ert Louis Stevenson’s response: 

‘‘When we have failed, and another 
has succeeded; when we have stood by, 
and another has stepped in; when we sit 
and grow bulky in our charming man-
sions,’’ and he’s talking about this 
minister, now, ‘‘and a plain, uncouth 
peasant steps into the battle, under the 
eyes of God, and succours the afflicted, 
and consoles the dying, and is himself 
afflicted in his turn, and dies upon the 
field of honour, the battle cannot be re-
trieved as your unhappy irritation has 
suggested. It is a lost battle, and lost 
forever.’’ 
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My point of this is, Mr. Speaker, this 

national historical park Kalaupapa, I 
wish every Member of Congress would 
go and visit, just like my colleague 
from Hawaii, Congresswoman HIRONO. 
It’s one of the most beautiful areas and 
sites that anybody would ever want to 
see north of the island of Molokai. 

I wanted to share this with my col-
leagues because this Kalaupapa is not 
as unknown as some people may think 
or believe, and I thank the gentle-
woman from Hawaii for having this 
proposed bill, that we should build a 
memorial to the thousands of Native 
Hawaiians and other races who had 
also contracted this dreaded disease 
and should be recognized for the sac-
rifices that they have had to make. 

With that, Mr. Speaker, again, I 
thank my good friend from Arizona for 
giving me time to speak. 

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to support the passage of H.R. 3332, 
the Kalaupapa Memorial Act of 2007. This 
measure would authorize Ka Ohana O 
Kalaupapa to establish a memorial to honor 
those who were forcibly relocated to 
Kalaupapa. 

Kalaupapa is a National Historical Park lo-
cated on a remote peninsula of northern 
Molokai. From 1866 through 1969, about 
8,000 people afflicted with Hansen’s disease, 
previously known as leprosy, were relocated 
to the area now known as Kalaupapa National 
Historical Park. 

Many of the first settlers faced a harsh and 
difficult life. But the patients who were sent to 
Kalaupapa eventually built a community that 
allowed them to endure a life cut off from par-
ents, children, brothers, sisters and friends. 
Even after medication was developed to con-
trol Hansen’s disease, many patient residents 
chose to continue living in Kalaupapa. 

The site became a national park in 1980 
and is dedicated to preserving the memories 
and lessons of the past. Kalaupapa is a living 
memorial to a community that once lived in 
extreme isolation. It now serves as a place of 
education, contemplation and quiet beauty. 
Unfortunately, many of the residents who fin-
ished their life in Kalaupapa do not have rec-
ognizable graves or grave markers. The me-
morial established by this bill would serve as 
a permanent marker and reminder of all 8,000 
residents who lived on Kalaupapa. 

A little more than 20 patients remain in 
Kalaupapa. As time passes, the number of 
former residents of Kalaupapa gets smaller, as 
do the number of people who remember this 
part of Hawaii’s history. With each passing, 
the sense of urgency for erecting a memorial 
becomes more and more heightened. We 
need to pass this bill as soon as possible so 
that this memorial becomes a reality before 
the passing of the next Kalaupapa resident. 

My colleague Representative MAZIE HIRONO 
has worked tremendously hard to bring this bill 
to the floor today. I commend her efforts and 
would also like to express my gratitude to 
Representative NICK RAHALL, Chairman of the 
Natural Resources Committee, and Rep-
resentative RAÚL GRIJALVA, Chairperson of the 
Subcommittee on National Parks, Forests and 
Public Lands. We would not be here today 
were it not for their support and enthusiasm. 
I wholeheartedly support this bill, am proud to 
be an original cosponsor and ask my col-
leagues for their support of H.R. 3332. 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Arizona (Mr. 
GRIJALVA) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3332, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE DECLARATION OF 
MUIR WOODS NATIONAL MONU-
MENT 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and agree to the 
resolution (H. Res. 868) recognizing the 
100th anniversary of the declaration of 
Muir Woods National Monument by 
President Theodore Roosevelt. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 868 

Whereas Congressman William Kent of 
California recognized the transcendent beau-
ty and national significance of the coastal 
redwood trees and he set aside his private 
land for future generations; 

Whereas Congressman Kent donated his 
lands to be known as Muir Woods in the 
State of California as the first National 
monument, presenting them to the United 
States Government as a gift to the people of 
the United States; 

Whereas Muir Woods provides a keystone 
for conservation stewardship and a rich nat-
ural laboratory to explore the philosophy of 
its namesake, the admired conservation ac-
tivist John Muir; 

Whereas Muir Woods was recognized 100 
years ago to be ‘‘of extraordinary scientific 
interest and importance because of the pri-
meval character of the forest and the char-
acter, age and size of the trees’’; 

Whereas the Kent donation made it pos-
sible for President Theodore Roosevelt to ex-
ercise one of the Nation’s most unique pres-
ervation tools, the Antiquities Act, by de-
claring Muir Woods National Monument for 
the American people; 

Whereas Muir Woods National Monument 
is preserved today through the dedicated 
staff and volunteers of the National Park 
Service; 

Whereas on May 19, 1945 international dele-
gates to the historic Charter Convention of 
the United Nations met in the beauty and 
peace of Muir Wood’s Cathedral Grove to 
open the convention and honor the memory 
of the late President Franklin D. Roosevelt; 
and 

Whereas in 1972 Muir Woods National 
Monument became part of the Golden Gate 
National Recreation Area and today attracts 
up to a million visitors annually: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the United States House of 
Representatives— 

(1) recognizes the foresight of President 
Roosevelt in using the Antiquities Act in de-
claring Muir Woods National Monument; 

(2) recognizes the 100 years of careful pres-
ervation of America’s Coastal Redwood for-

est within Muir Woods National Monument; 
and 

(3) recognizes the natural and historical 
importance of the Muir Woods National 
Monument in the State of California and to 
the Nation. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
izona (Mr. GRIJALVA) and the gen-
tleman from Utah (Mr. BISHOP) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Arizona. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the resolution under 
consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arizona? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
House Resolution 868, introduced by 

our colleague from California, Rep-
resentative LYNN WOOLSEY, recognizes 
the beauty and the significance of Muir 
Woods National Monument on its 100th 
anniversary. Muir Woods National 
Monument preserves one of the last re-
maining ancient redwood forests on the 
Pacific Coast and in the world. 

The coast redwood is the tallest spe-
cies of tree in the world and one of the 
oldest. The mature trees of the Cathe-
dral and Bohemian groves in Muir 
Woods reach heights of 250 feet and av-
erage between 600 and 800 years in age, 
with the oldest believed to be at least 
1,100 years old. 

In 1905, Congressman William Kent, 
who later went on to introduce the bill 
that would establish the National Park 
Service, purchased the land where Muir 
Woods stands, recognizing the beauty, 
value, and significance of an uncut, 
old-growth redwood forest. Eventually, 
Congressman Kent donated 295 acres to 
the Federal Government. 

On January 9, 1908, using the Antiq-
uities Act, President Roosevelt de-
clared Kent’s donated land a national 
monument, proclaiming that the 
groves of the redwoods were of ‘‘ex-
traordinary scientific interest and im-
portance because of the unique char-
acter of the forests and the character, 
age, and size of the trees.’’ 

President Roosevelt wanted to name 
the new monument for Congressman 
Kent, but Kent insisted that it be 
named after the venerable conserva-
tionist John Muir, who sought to pro-
tect some of America’s most iconic 
landscapes for their inherent national 
beauty. These ancient trees now offer a 
silent, yet powerful, testimony to 
Muir’s ideals. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend and con-
gratulate my colleague Representative 
WOOLSEY, for her commitment and 
leadership on this matter. We strongly 
support passage of House Resolution 
868 and urge its adoption by the House 
today. 
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