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THE COST OF ENERGY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. WAMP) for 5 minutes.

Mr. WAMP. Madam Speaker, over the
last 14 years that I have had the privi-
lege to serve in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, I have tried not to be ex-
cessively partisan. Frankly, having
grown up a Democrat and become a Re-
publican during the Reagan movement
in this country, I feel like neither
party has an exclusive on integrity,
neither party has an exclusive on ideas.

But I feel compelled, Madam Speak-
er, to come to the floor today to say
that one issue right now is burning in
the American public like no other
issue, and that is the cost of energy.
This morning, the economy is sliding
rapidly downward, primarily because of
energy.

Now there’s talk in the House here
and in the Congress of a second stim-
ulus bill that includes a variety of
things that the new majority, the Dem-
ocrat majority, has cobbled together.
But the most important thing we could
do for the American economy is to pass
the American Energy Act, which is the
Republican bill that opens up all of our
oil and gas resources in this country.
That is the most important thing we
could do for the economy. For jobs and
productivity and exports and standing
our country back up economically, it is
the most important thing.

Yet today it’s going to be suppressed
again because the Democratic energy
alternative is a very limited, watered-
down effort, designed, honestly, to just
give some of their members a vote so
they can say, Oh, we voted to drill a
little bit and go home to campaign. Yet
their idea of economic stimulus is
going to be more government, more
spending, more borrowed money, and
it’s really unfortunate.

It’s really unfortunate because the
most important thing we could do is
just pass this robust energy bill, and in
our bill we share the revenues with the
States that opt in, that want to have
Outer Continental Shelf oil and gas ex-
ploration in the zone where the oil and
gas is, in the Gulf or off the West
Coast, this resource that’s been locked
up for a long period of time, that we
now know has to be unlocked, and Hur-
ricane Ike was another reminder over
the weekend that we need to diversify
our supply, increase our supply, and
have a robust approach to this, and not
a very limited approach.

I will tell you where the problem lies.
The American people are really frus-
trated. I have local officials calling me
every day, angry, because the people
they represent don’t have anywhere to
turn. Gas in east Tennessee was $4.99 a
gallon this weekend. People on fixed
incomes are hurting and hurting and
hurting and they wonder what the heck
is going on in Congress and how is this
happening. I have got to tell you, it’s
called extremism.

Now environmentalism is a good
thing if it’s a responsible, logical, com-
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monsense resource management idea.
It’s a good thing. But extreme
environmentalism is the problem. Ex-
treme environmentalism has locked up
our energy resources for a long period
of time. And these Sierra Club types
lobby the Congress and they score
these Members and they say, If you
don’t vote with us all the time, you’re
somehow a radical person in the back
pockets of oil and gas, and all this. Let
me tell you, they’re extreme.

On every new permit in this country,
every single one for oil and gas explo-
ration, they have immediately filed a
lawsuit to tie it up in court, and they
have got an unlimited supply of law-
yers to sue to keep us from bringing
any new oil and gas resources on the
market. That is a huge problem. It’s
called extremism in the environmental
community.

For years and years, they have been
lobbying this place, and I have been
here, and I have seen it. Now it’s come
home to roost. These are our problems.

Today, we need to give the Repub-
licans a vote on the American Energy
Act today in the House, and let’s un-
leash the economy again and lower the
cost of energy before it’s too late, guys.

Ladies and gentlemen of the House,
this is an important day. It’s not about
politics, it’s about the people we rep-
resent and the fact they have nowhere
else to turn. We need action. We need it
today. This is not a partisan thing.
There are really responsible people on
both sides of the aisle that need to
come together. And the liberals from
San Francisco don’t need to govern na-
tional policy.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 10
a.m. today.

Accordingly (at 9 o’clock and 44 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess
until 10 a.m.

————
0 1000
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. PASTOR) at 10 a.m.

————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

Lord God of creation and reconcili-
ation, called to address the effects of
the hurricane season upon the Nation,
we must also face honestly the eco-
nomic fractures of the present mo-
ment. Monetary matters, just as nat-
ural disasters, call us to be people of
faith, hope and love.

The biblical vision of creation, cov-
enant and community summons people
to stand strong and together in a time
of tension between promise and fulfill-
ment. Positioned here by You, we com-
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mit ourselves to solidarity with those
suffering the most from hurricane and
from economic situations. The ordi-
nary laborer cannot distance himself
from the speculative investor. All are
frightened by the shaken terrain, and
all must find new ground where they
can stand together.

As people of the covenant, Lord, we
can confront those attitudes and ways
of acting which institutionalize injus-
tice even when they are discovered
within our very selves. For our quest
for economic and social justice arises
from faith, is sustained by hope, and
seeks to heal a broken world that still
seeks Your lasting justice and loving
kindness. Be with us now and forever.
Amen.

———————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, pursuant
to clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote on
agreeing to the Speaker’s approval of
the Journal.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, I object to
the vote on the ground that a quorum
is not present and make the point of
order that a quorum is not present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

———————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Georgia (Mr. GINGREY)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. GINGREY led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate agrees to the amend-
ment of the House to the bill (S. 2135)
““An Act to prohibit the recruitment or
use of child soldiers, to designate per-
sons who recruit or use child soldiers
as inadmissible aliens, to allow the de-
portation of persons who recruit or use
child soldiers, and for other purposes.’.
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PRIVATE CALENDAR

The SPEAKER pro tempore. This is
the day for the call of the Private Cal-
endar. The Clerk will call the first bill
on the calendar.

————
ESTHER KARINGE

The Clerk called the bill (H.R. 1485)
for the relief of Esther Karinge.
There being no objection, the Clerk
read the bill as follows:
H.R. 1485

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. PERMANENT RESIDENT STATUS FOR
ESTHER KARINGE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding sub-
sections (a) and (b) of section 201 of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act, Esther
Karinge shall be eligible for issuance of an
immigrant visa or for adjustment of status
to that of an alien lawfully admitted for per-
manent residence upon filing an application
for issuance of an immigrant visa under sec-
tion 204 of such Act or for adjustment of sta-
tus to lawful permanent resident.

(b) ADJUSTMENT OF STATUS.—If Esther
Karinge enters the United States before the
filing deadline specified in subsection (c), she
shall be considered to have entered and re-
mained lawfully and shall, if otherwise eligi-
ble, be eligible for adjustment of status
under section 245 of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act as of the date of the enactment
of this Act.

(c) DEADLINE FOR APPLICATION AND PAY-
MENT OF FEES.—Subsections (a) and (b) shall
apply only if the application for issuance of
an immigrant visa or the application for ad-
justment of status is filed with appropriate
fees within 2 years after the date of the en-
actment of this Act.

(d) REDUCTION OF IMMIGRANT VISA NUM-
BER.—Upon the granting of an immigrant
visa or permanent residence to Esther
Karinge, the Secretary of State shall in-
struct the proper officer to reduce by 1, dur-
ing the current or next following fiscal year,
the total number of immigrant visas that are
made available to natives of the country of
the alien’s birth under section 203(a) of the
Immigration and Nationality Act or, if appli-
cable, the total number of immigrant visas
that are made available to natives of the
country of the alien’s birth under section
202(e) of such Act.

(e) DENIAL OF PREFERENTIAL IMMIGRATION
TREATMENT FOR CERTAIN RELATIVES.—The
natural parents, brothers, and sisters of Hs-
ther Karinge shall not, by virtue of such re-
lationship, be accorded any right, privilege,
or status under the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act.

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
support of H.R. 1485. | commend Chairman
CONYERS, Subcommittee Chairman LOFGREN,
and Representative BOUCHER for their tireless
work on this most important legislation.

| am particularly pleased that the bill we are
voting on today gives Ms. Esther Karinge, a
constituent in my district, an opportunity to es-
cape persecution in Kenya and live freely with
her son in the United States.

While living in Kenya with her uncle—a local
political official—Esther and her family re-
ceived harassment and death threats during a
time of tremendous political unrest still present
in the region. Esther left her home and sought
out protection in the United States in 1994.

Esther's case, while strong enough on the
grounds that she faced persecution or worse
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in Kenya, is further complicated by the fact
that not long after arriving in the United
States, Esther gave birth to her son Nicholas.
Nicholas was born prematurely, and was diag-
nosed with cerebral palsy and deafness. As a
single parent to Nicholas, who is wheelchair
bound, Esther has gone above and beyond for
her now 11-year-old child, who has relied
solely on his mother for survival. Because of
Nicholas’s perseverance, and the uncondi-
tional love and support of Esther, doctors be-
lieve that Nicholas may someday walk on his
own.

Esther has worked hard to secure a better
life for herself and her son, while becoming an
important part of our community in Malden.
For several years, Esther served at the Ref-
ugee Immigration Ministry in Malden, Massa-
chusetts, as a case manager working with
women who fled their countries for the same
reason she did—fear of persecution. Esther
also serves as a member of the board of di-
rectors for the Immigrant Learning Center, a
not-for-profit offering English language classes
in my district.

Today, we are one step closer to protecting
the life of Esther, and the great potential of
her son Nicholas. Again, | would like to thank
Chairman CONYERS, Subcommittee Chairman
LOFGREN, and Representative BOUCHER for
their commitment to this body and legislation.
| urge adoption of the bill.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, was read the
third time, and passed, and a motion to
reconsider was laid on the table.

——————

SHIGERU YAMADA

The Clerk called the bill (H.R. 2760)
for the relief of Shigeru Yamada.
There being no objection, the Clerk
read the bill as follows:
H.R. 2760

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. PERMANENT RESIDENT STATUS FOR
SHIGERU YAMADA.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding sub-
sections (a) and (b) of section 201 of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act, Shigeru
Yamada shall be eligible for issuance of an
immigrant visa or for adjustment of status
to that of an alien lawfully admitted for per-
manent residence upon filing an application
for issuance of an immigrant visa under sec-
tion 204 of such Act or for adjustment of sta-
tus to lawful permanent resident.

(b) ADJUSTMENT OF STATUS.—If Shigeru
Yamada enters the United States before the
filing deadline specified in subsection (c), he
shall be considered to have entered and re-
mained lawfully and shall, if otherwise eligi-
ble, be eligible for adjustment of status
under section 245 of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act as of the date of the enactment
of this Act.

(c) DEADLINE FOR APPLICATION AND PAY-
MENT OF FEES.—Subsections (a) and (b) shall
apply only if the application for issuance of
an immigrant visa or the application for ad-
justment of status is filed with appropriate
fees within 2 years after the date of the en-
actment of this Act.

(d) REDUCTION OF IMMIGRANT VISA NUM-
BER.—Upon the granting of an immigrant
visa or permanent residence to Shigeru
Yamada, the Secretary of State shall in-
struct the proper officer to reduce by 1, dur-
ing the current or next following fiscal year,
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the total number of immigrant visas that are
made available to natives of the country of
the alien’s birth under section 203(a) of the
Immigration and Nationality Act or, if appli-
cable, the total number of immigrant visas
that are made available to natives of the
country of the alien’s birth under section
202(e) of such Act.

(e) DENIAL OF PREFERENTIAL IMMIGRATION
TREATMENT FOR CERTAIN RELATIVES.—The
natural parents, brothers, and sisters of
Shigeru Yamada shall not, by virtue of such
relationship, be accorded any right, privi-
lege, or status under the Immigration and
Nationality Act.

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
thank the Speaker, Chairman CONYERS, and
Chairwoman LOFGREN for passing H.R. 2760
on the private calendar today. Shigeru
Yamada is an extraordinary young man who
has faced much personal adversity in his life
but has been a model student, athlete and
member of the Chula Vista community. He
has worked hard to overcome his personal
tragedy while attending school and being ac-
tive in civic organizations. Yamada came to
the United States legally in 1992 at the age of
10 with his mother and two younger sisters
and due to tragedy and changes in the immi-
gration laws, he was to be deported despite
the fact that he has assimilated into American
society. The passage of this bill in the House
brings justice one step closer to Yamada. We
want and need more people like him in our
country and he deserves the opportunity to
become a citizen.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, was read the
third time, and passed, and a motion to
reconsider was laid on the table.

————
CORINA DE CHALUP TURCINOVIC

The Clerk called the bill (H.R. 5030)
for the relief of Corina de Chalup
Turcinovic.

There being no objection, the Clerk
read the bill as follows:

H.R. 5030

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. PERMANENT RESIDENT STATUS FOR
CORINA DE CHALUP TURCINOVIC.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding sub-
sections (a) and (b) of section 201 of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act, Corina de
Chalup Turcinovic shall be eligible for
issuance of an immigrant visa or for adjust-
ment of status to that of an alien lawfully
admitted for permanent residence upon fil-
ing an application for issuance of an immi-
grant visa under section 204 of such Act or
for adjustment of status to lawful permanent
resident.

(b) ADJUSTMENT OF STATUS.—If Corina de
Chalup Turcinovic enters the United States
before the filing deadline specified in sub-
section (c¢), she shall be considered to have
entered and remained lawfully and shall, if
otherwise eligible, be eligible for adjustment
of status under section 245 of the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act as of the date of
the enactment of this Act.

(c) DEADLINE FOR APPLICATION AND PAY-
MENT OF FEES.—Subsections (a) and (b) shall
apply only if the application for issuance of
an immigrant visa or the application for ad-
justment of status is filed with appropriate
fees within 2 years after the date of the en-
actment of this Act.

(d) REDUCTION OF IMMIGRANT VISA NUM-
BER.—Upon the granting of an immigrant
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