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House of Representatives 
EXTENDING ADVISORY COMMIT-

TEE ON MINORITY VETERANS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the question on 
suspending the rules and passing the 
bill, H.R. 674. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
FILNER) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 674. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND 
IDEALS OF NATIONAL CAMPUS 
SAFETY AWARENESS MONTH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the question on 
suspending the rules and agreeing to 
the resolution, H. Res. 1288, as amend-
ed. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. HARE) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
agree to the resolution, H. Res. 1288, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE UNIVER-
SITY OF TENNESSEE WOMEN’S 
BASKETBALL TEAM FOR WIN-
NING THE 2008 NCAA BASKET-
BALL CHAMPIONSHIP 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the question on 

suspending the rules and agreeing to 
the resolution, H. Res. 1151. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. HARE) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
agree to the resolution, H. Res. 1151. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE IMPORTANCE 
OF CONNECTING FOSTER YOUTH 
TO THE WORKFORCE THROUGH 
INTERNSHIP PROGRAMS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the question on 
suspending the rules and agreeing to 
the resolution, H. Res. 1332. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. HARE) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
agree to the resolution, H. Res. 1332. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION AND 
VETERANS AFFAIRS APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2009 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 1384 and rule 
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in 
the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 6599. 

b 1958 
IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Accordingly, the House resolved 
itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for the 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 6599) 
making appropriations for military 
construction, the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, and related agencies for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 
2009, and for other purposes, with Mr. 
POMEROY in the chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the 

rule, the bill is considered read the 
first time. 

The gentleman from Texas (Mr. ED-
WARDS) and the gentleman from Ten-
nessee (Mr. WAMP) each will control 30 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Texas. 

Mr. EDWARDS of Texas. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Mr. Chairman, this funding bill sends 
a clear message to America’s veterans, 
servicemembers, and their families 
that Congress recognizes and appre-
ciates their service to this country and 
the sacrifices they have made on its be-
half. 

Those are not my words. Those are 
the words of the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars stated just 6 days ago. 

The Disabled American Veterans said 
this bill ‘‘provides the means to serve 
and care for sick and disabled veterans, 
to provide housing facilities for mili-
tary families, and to fund the activities 
of several other agencies that affect 
veterans, a most generous and nec-
essary act.’’ 

The American Legion said this bill 
effectively addresses every aspect of 
the VA budget. H.R. 6599 addresses im-
provement and increased funding for 
medical care, mental health care, med-
ical research, long-term care, rural 
health care options, both construction, 
major and minor, nonrecurring mainte-
nance, and claims adjudication. 
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b 2000 

Mr. Chairman, the words expressed 
by these respected veterans organiza-
tions, which represent millions of men 
and women who have honorably served 
our Nation in uniform, are more impor-
tant than any words I could express on 
this floor tonight. I want to salute the 
members of these organizations and 
the many other veterans and military 
family groups for the key role they 
have played in shaping this bill. Even 
more importantly, I want to salute our 
servicemen and -women, our veterans 
and their families for having defended 
our Nation in time of war and in time 
of peace and for ensuring that our Na-
tion never forgets the sacrifices of 
those who have served past, present 
and future. 

This bill, Mr. Chairman, is about a 
lot more than just programs and budg-
ets. It’s about respect, respect for those 
who have answered our Nation’s call to 
duty—everyday fathers and mothers, 
brothers and sisters, sons and daugh-
ters from every generation, from every 
race and from every religion. Because 
of their service and sacrifice, we live in 
a safer, better world. 

This bill is about the moral responsi-
bility of keeping our promises to those 
who have kept their promises to serve. 
It’s about honoring the unsung heroes 
and heroines in our Nation’s defense 
and the spouses and children of our 
servicemen and -women. These great 
Americans might not ever put on a 
military uniform, but they serve our 
Nation every day through their per-
sonal sacrifice. When one’s loved one 
has been deployed overseas, there are 
no makeup days for missed births, 
birthdays and graduation ceremonies. 
No price tag could measure the value of 
missed baseball games, school events 
and the simple, everyday joys of a fam-
ily’s being together. 

This bill is about the young father I 
met just 2 weeks ago at Walter Reed 
Army Medical Center. He lost both of 
his legs in combat in Iraq. As he sat 
there, talking to me with his young 
son in his lap, I could not help but be 
overwhelmed by the lifelong sacrifice 
this father had made to try to make 
the world a safer place for my two 
young sons and for all children. This 
bill is about seeing that that loving fa-
ther does not have to give up the 
dreams he has for his child. 

The humility of this bill, Mr. Chair-
man, is our knowing that we could 
never fully repay the debt of gratitude 
we owe this soldier and all who have 
served our Nation in uniform. Yet we 
know it is the right thing to do to 
honor these great Americans, not just 
with our words on Veterans’ Day but 
with our deeds every day—with better 
health care, housing, education, and 
daycare. That is what this bill is all 
about. Let me be specific. 

Overall, this bill totals $72.7 billion 
in discretionary spending. That is $3.4 
billion more than the President’s re-
quest and $8.8 billion more than the 
last fiscal year in 2008. Especially given 

our Nation is at war, I believe our 
troops, our veterans and their families 
have earned every single dime of this 
funding. I’m disappointed that the ad-
ministration has said that its lower 
budget request is adequate. It is not. 

Just today, the DAV, the AMVETS, 
the Paralyzed Veterans of America, 
and the VFW have said this: ‘‘We con-
cluded the President’s budget request 
for 2009 was about $3 billion short of 
the actual and equitable needs of vet-
erans. We are shocked to learn the ad-
ministration is insisting that the VA 
has been given sufficient funding for 
next year in its original budget submis-
sion.’’ 

The bill provides $47.7 billion in dis-
cretionary funding to the Department 
of Veterans Affairs. This is $2.9 billion 
more than the President’s request and 
$4.6 billion more than fiscal year 2008. 

What does this mean to millions of 
veterans who need the VA health care 
system? 

First, based on a Bush administra-
tion policy adopted in 2003, veterans 
have been told in some parts of the 
country that making $28,430 a year 
makes them too wealthy to qualify for 
VA health care. I think that policy is 
wrong and unfair to many veterans 
who cannot simply afford health insur-
ance with an income level so far below 
the national average. That is why this 
bill raises the number priority 8 vet-
erans eligible for VA care by 10 per-
cent. 

Second, with $4 a gallon gasoline, we 
increase the mileage reimbursement 
rate for veterans driving long distances 
to VA hospitals and clinics from 281⁄2 
cents to 411⁄2 cents. Until this Congress 
acted last year, that rate had been 
locked in at 111⁄2 cents since 1979 when 
gasoline prices were less than $1 a gal-
lon. 

Mr. Chairman, this increase in gas 
mileage reimbursement to our veterans 
may not seem like a big deal to some, 
but to many veterans, that is the dif-
ference between their being able to af-
ford to drive to a VA hospital to get 
the care they desperately need or not 
being able to do so. 

Third, for Iraq and Afghan war vets 
as well as for veterans from all past 
conflicts, this bill ensures that a min-
imum of $3.8 billion, $900 million more 
than last year, will be spent on mental 
health care services. The mental 
wounds of war often outlast the phys-
ical wounds of combat, and it is past 
time that we adequately fund mental 
health research and care so our vet-
erans can rebuild their lives once they 
return home. 

Fourth, to help veterans in rural 
areas and members of the Guard and 
Reserves living so far away from VA fa-
cilities, we provide $200 million to in-
crease access to local health care pro-
viders. 

I thank our ranking member, Mr. 
WAMP, for his strong leadership on this 
important provision, among many oth-
ers. 

Fifth, no soldier, no veteran—not 
one—should ever again have to live in 

the demeaning conditions that some 
saw at Walter Reed’s annex 18 last 
year. They deserve better than that, 
and that is why we provide $300 million 
to address the backlog and non-
recurring maintenance at our VA hos-
pitals. In addition, we fund $1.9 billion 
for much needed construction at VA 
hospitals and clinics. 

Sixth, none of us should rest until 
there is not one homeless veteran any-
where in our country. That is why we 
provide in this bill $40 million more in 
order to help these homeless veterans 
receive the medical services and job 
training that they need. We want them 
to have not only the dignity of a roof 
over their heads, but we want them to 
have real hope for rebuilding their 
shattered lives. 

Seventh, the bill provides the Vet-
erans Benefits Administration with 
enough funding to hire an additional 
2,100 claims processors. It’s not right. 
It’s simply not right for veterans to 
have to wait on average nearly 6 
months to have their claims processed. 
For many veterans, including combat 
wounded veterans, that wait means 
that they don’t get the benefits that 
they earned through their military 
service and, for many of them, the ben-
efits they desperately need to pay their 
monthly bills. 

There is much more in this bill for 
veterans, from better prosthetics for 
amputees to research for post-trau-
matic stress disorder. 

Two things are not in this bill—the 
administration’s ill-advised proposals 
to increase prescription drug copays 
for veterans by 88 percent and the idea 
to charge a $250 VA health care enroll-
ment fee for our vets. Making drugs 
less affordable would hurt veterans’ 
health and would require many of them 
to seek more expensive hospital care. I 
believe, for one, that our veterans have 
already paid an enrollment fee for VA 
health care. They did it when they put 
on our Nation’s uniform. 

Mr. Chairman, in addition to keeping 
our promises to veterans, this bill sup-
ports important quality of life and 
training improvements for our service-
men and -women and their families. It 
provides $24.8 billion for military con-
struction, family housing and the Base 
Realignment and Closing program, 
known as BRAC. This is $400 million 
above the President’s request. 

This will mean better housing and 
improved health care and modernized 
hospitals for our military families. For 
single moms and dads at home with 
their children while their spouses are 
in harm’s way overseas, this bill will 
provide quality, affordable daycare for 
their children. For thousands of our 
single soldiers, sailors, airmen, and 
marines, it will mean the end of old, 
outdated barracks and a place they can 
be proud to call their home. We specifi-
cally added $200 million to the adminis-
tration’s budget request so they can 
begin to replace woefully inadequate 
training barracks. This will send a 
clear message that our Nation respects 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H7711 July 31, 2008 
the decision of 18-, 19- and 20-year-old 
military recruits, their decision to sign 
up to serve our country. 

Honoring our troops, our veterans 
and their families is a meaningful way 
that is not only the right thing to do; 
it is the smart thing to do. In an all- 
volunteer military force, the best in 
the world, we simply cannot expect to 
attract and to retain the best and 
brightest if we do not provide quality 
housing, health care and education for 
military troops and their families and 
if we do not keep the promises that we 
have made to our veterans. 

The bottom line is this: This bill is 
about maintaining a strong national 
defense and military readiness and 
about respecting with word and deed 
those who defend us and our freedom. 

Mr. Chairman, let me end by thank-
ing those who made this bill possible. I 
would begin by thanking Speaker 
PELOSI, who has kept her promise that 
the new Congress would truly honor 
our veterans and our servicemen and 
-women in an historic way. Under her 
dedicated leadership, we have increased 
veterans’ funding in less than 2 years 
by more than what Congress did in the 
previous 12 years, including a new 21st- 
century GI education bill that passed 
just a few weeks ago. In my 18 years in 
Congress, I’ve served with no Speaker 
of either party who has done as much 
for veterans as has Speaker PELOSI. 

Her legacy will benefit millions of vet-
erans for generations to come. 

I want to thank Congressman DAVE 
OBEY, the chairman of the House Ap-
propriations Committee, and Congress-
man JOHN SPRATT, the chairman of the 
House Budget Committee. It was their 
strong personal leadership combined 
with the work of Speaker PELOSI that 
made it possible for us to pass last year 
the largest increase in VA health care 
benefits in the 77-year history of the 
VA. 

As a Democrat, I’m proud that the 
budget resolutions passed last year and 
this year made a commitment to un-
precedented increases in veterans’ 
health care and benefits. Those resolu-
tions authorized the funding for our 
subcommittee’s work. 

Let me be very clear. The 2009 Mili-
tary Construction and Veterans Affairs 
Appropriations bill is a bipartisan ac-
complishment. 

I want to pay special tribute to our 
subcommittee ranking member, Mr. 
WAMP of Tennessee. Through 19 hear-
ings, his deep and genuine commitment 
to our troops and to our veterans was 
evident to every one of us privileged to 
serve with him. His ideas and input and 
commitment to always putting the in-
terests of our troops and veterans 
above partisanship made this bipar-
tisan bill possible. His leadership made 
this bill a much better bill, and for 
that I salute him. 

Let me also express my gratitude to 
all of the members of our sub-
committee, Republicans and Demo-
crats alike. Each one of them made 
valuable contributions to this bill. Vet-
erans and our troops are the bene-
ficiaries of their hard work. 

A special thanks is owed to Mr. 
LEWIS of California and to Mr. YOUNG 
of Florida. They didn’t just help shape 
this bill. Their dedicated, lifelong lead-
ership on behalf of all of those who 
have served in uniform is what public 
service should be all about. 

I thank you, sir. 

Finally, I want to pay tribute to a 
staff that is second to none anywhere 
in the Congress—to the majority staff 
led by subcommittee clerk Carol Mur-
phy, Tim Peterson, Mary Arnold, Wal-
ter Hearne, and Donna Shahbaz and 
John Conger on my staff, and the mi-
nority staff led by Martin Delgado, Liz 
Dawson and Kelly Shea, and Amanda 
Schoch from Mr. WAMP’s staff. Also, a 
special thanks to Mr. Rob Nabors, the 
clerk of the full Appropriations Com-
mittee. 

I thank you all for the professionals 
you are, for the hard work you do and 
for reminding all of us that, when it 
comes to supporting our troops and 
veterans, we can and we must work on 
a bipartisan basis. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH7716 July 31, 2008 
Mr. EDWARDS of Texas. Mr. Chair-

man, I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. OBEY. Mr. Chairman, I move 

that the Committee do now rise. 
The motion was agreed to. 
Accordingly, the Committee rose; 

and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr. 
BISHOP of Georgia) having assumed the 
chair, Mr. POMEROY, Chairman of the 
Committee of the Whole House on the 
state of the Union, reported that that 
Committee, having had under consider-
ation the bill (H.R. 6599) making appro-
priations for military construction, the 
Department of Veterans Affairs, and 
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2009, and for other 
purposes, had come to no resolution 
thereon. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR PROCEEDINGS DUR-
ING THE PERIOD FROM AUGUST 
1, 2008, THROUGH SEPTEMBER 4, 
2008 

Mr. MCGOVERN, from the Com-
mittee on Rules, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 110–816) on the 
resolution (H. Res. 1399) providing for 
proceedings during the period from Au-
gust 1, 2008, through September 4, 2008, 
which was referred to the House Cal-
endar and ordered to be printed. 

f 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION AND 
VETERANS AFFAIRS APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2009 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 1384 and rule 
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in 
the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union for the further 
consideration of the bill, H.R. 6599. 

b 2016 

IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Accordingly, the House resolved 
itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for the 
further consideration of the bill (H.R. 
6599) making appropriations for mili-
tary construction, the Department of 
Veterans Affairs, and related agencies 
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 
2009, and for other purposes, with Mr. 
POMEROY in the chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The CHAIRMAN. When the Com-

mittee of the Whole rose earlier today, 
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. ED-
WARDS) had 141⁄2 minutes remaining and 
the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. 
WAMP) had 30 minutes remaining. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Tennessee. 

Mr. WAMP. Mr. Chairman, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Chairman, oftentimes in life it’s 
more important what you do with your 
second chances than what you do the 
first time around. Neither Chairman 
EDWARDS, who spoke so eloquently in a 
comprehensive way about this bill and 
his commitment to our veterans, our 
men and women in harm’s way and 
their families—neither he nor I took 

advantage in our younger years of serv-
ing in the uniform of our Armed 
Forces. However, fate has it that we 
would have a second opportunity to 
serve by serving those who are serving 
us, past and present, through this bill; 
making sure that those great American 
patriots, past and present, have what 
they need—and are entitled to and de-
serve because of their commitment to 
this great Nation. 

It is the highest compliment of my 
professional life to serve as the ranking 
member of this subcommittee. I want 
to thank Chairman LEWIS—former 
Chairman LEWIS, now Ranking Member 
LEWIS—for this privilege because with-
out him and his support I wouldn’t be 
here. I want to thank Mr. WICKER, who 
was the ranking member of this sub-
committee last year, and I want to 
thank whoever helped him become a 
Senator to open up this subcommittee 
opportunity for me, and for Chairman 
EDWARDS, who, as you just saw on the 
House floor, is a class act, with a true 
commitment to the men and women in 
uniform and a determination to do 
whatever is necessary to honor their 
commitment. 

And I can report today, as I did at 
the full committee, that when I go 
home and people ask me in 2008, in my 
new position, are we honoring our Na-
tion’s veterans and the men and women 
in uniform serving in an asymmetrical 
war on two fronts in Iraq and Afghani-
stan, with head trauma and IED inju-
ries and amputations—double, triple, 
extraordinary injuries—stress from un-
fair deployments, unsustainable de-
ployments, stress on the family, are we 
honoring our commitment to them? 
And I don’t think a few years ago, re-
gardless of party, that the answer to 
that question was yes. We had prob-
lems at Walter Reed, we had problems 
at Fort Stewart, we had problems 
across the board. 

We still have many challenges. The 
deployment ratios have got to continue 
to improve. But I can tell you in this 
bill there is a bipartisan commitment 
to honor their commitment. And I be-
lieve we are making great progress at 
ensuring our men and women in uni-
form and their families have what they 
need and deserve, and when they come 
home as veterans, that we take ade-
quate care of them—not adequate, but 
responsible care of them. And I think 
we’re making great progress. 

I want to thank the majority for 
doing something that people in the hin-
terland wouldn’t even understand, but 
they put the Military Construction bill 
back in with the Veterans bill where it 
belongs. When I served on the sub-
committee 10 years ago, this was not 
the case. 

But when the Military Construction 
bill funds quality of life needs and 
child care centers and polytrauma cen-
ters and housing needs, the veterans 
piece being in with it in the same bill 
allows the continuum of care to come 
together so that we can look at the 
whole picture from today’s men and 

women in harm’s way and what their 
quality of life needs are—which is num-
ber one for us—all the way through the 
end of their life as a veteran with our 
VA system. It needs to all be together. 

That was an amazing success, bring-
ing Military Construction and Vet-
eran’s Care back together—my hat’s off 
to the Speaker for doing that, first and 
foremost, for Chairman EDWARDS for 
his leadership, and for Chairman OBEY 
for his commitment. 

I do agree that over the 100 hearing 
hours Chairman EDWARDS and I had a 
hands-on with these amazing Ameri-
cans, we produced a work product, this 
bill—at roughly $48 billion for the VA 
and $25 billion for the military con-
struction needs around the world—that 
is very strong, and an encouragement 
to all those in harm’s way today and 
those that have been in harm’s way in 
the past. 

I will say that the President’s budget 
request for veterans was a record level. 
Now, the chairman said that it wasn’t 
enough, and I agree with that. And we 
did increase it by $3 billion, but it was 
at a record level. So today there is an 
encouraging bipartisan proliferation to 
see who can do more for our Nation’s 
veterans. And that’s a good thing for 
our Nation’s veterans, that we’re in 
competition to see who can do more for 
the men and women coming home from 
Iraq and Afghanistan and those that 
have served in the past. 

But I was blown away over the last 
few months with the quality of the 
servicemembers and veterans. First, we 
hear from the chiefs of the respective 
services, the top enlisted personnel, the 
commanders from around the world, 
like the Commander of CENTCOM, who 
is now General Petraeus, with two wars 
under his command in Iraq and Afghan-
istan, we hear from all these leaders 
about the needs on the ground and 
what investments they need the Con-
gress to make for them to do their job 
successfully. And then from the mili-
tary families, that talk about the 
stress felt when we had a 15-month in, 
1 year out deployment, now it’s back to 
1–1, it’s going to 2–1. We need to get to 
3–1 to make it sustainable, meaning 1 
year in theater fighting, 3 years back 
in a noncombat station. This is so im-
portant that we work towards these ob-
jectives and that we honor this com-
mitment. 

Now, on the subcommittee, we’ve got 
extraordinary support. Former chair-
man of the full committee, who will 
speak in a minute, BILL YOUNG from 
Florida, sits with us every hearing, 
hands on, fully engaged. ANDER 
CRENSHAW from Jacksonville, Florida, 
who will also speak, JOHN CARTER, 
from Texas, KAY GRANGER from Texas 
on the Republican side. I want to com-
pliment not just Chairman EDWARDS, 
but SAM FARR, the vice chairman; who 
was really engaged, and a man who un-
derstands the world; he does an out-
standing job. 

You mentioned all the staff, I won’t 
repeat their names, but both sides of 
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