July 30, 2008

SUNSET MEMORIAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. FRANKS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Madam Speaker, |
stand once again before this House with yet
another Sunset Memorial.

It is July 30, 2008 in the land of the free and
the home of the brave, and before the sun set
today in America, almost 4,000 more defense-
less unborn children were killed by abortion on
demand. That's just today, Madam Speaker.
That's more than the number of innocent lives
lost on September 11 in this country, only it
happens every day.

It has now been exactly 12,973 days since
the tragedy called Roe v. Wade was first
handed down. Since then, the very foundation
of this Nation has been stained by the blood
of almost 50 million of its own children. Some
of them, Mr. Speaker, cried and screamed as
they died, but because it was amniotic fluid
passing over the vocal cords instead of air, we
couldn’t hear them.

All of them had at least 4 things in common.
First, they were each just little babies who had
done nothing wrong to anyone, and each one
of them died a nameless and lonely death.
And each one of their mothers, whether she
realizes it or not, will never be quite the same.
And all the gifts that these children might have
brought to humanity are now lost forever. Yet
even in the glare of such tragedy, this genera-
tion still clings to a blind, invincible ignorance
while history repeats itself and our own silent
genocide mercilessly annihilates the most
helpless of all victims, those yet unborn.

Madam Speaker, perhaps it's time for those
of us in this Chamber to remind ourselves of
why we are really all here. Thomas Jefferson
said, “The care of human life and its happi-
ness and not its destruction is the chief and
only object of good government.” The phrase
in the 14th Amendment capsulizes our entire
Constitution. It says, “No State shall deprive
any person of life, liberty or property without
due process of law.” Madam Speaker, pro-
tecting the lives of our innocent citizens and
their constitutional rights is why we are all
here.

The bedrock foundation of this Republic is
the clarion declaration of the self-evident truth
that all human beings are created equal and
endowed by their Creator with the unalienable
rights of life, liberty and the pursuit of happi-
ness. Every conflict and battle our Nation has
ever faced can be traced to our commitment
to this core, self-evident truth.

It has made us the beacon of hope for the
entire world. Madam Speaker, it is who we
are.

And yet today another day has passed, and
we in this body have failed again to honor that
foundational commitment. We have failed our
sworn oath and our God-given responsibility
as we broke faith with nearly 4,000 more inno-
cent American babies who died today without
the protection we should have given them.

So Madam Speaker, let me conclude this
Sunset Memorial in the hope that perhaps
someone new who heard it tonight will finally
embrace the truth that abortion really does Kill
little babies; that it hurts mothers in ways that
we can never express; and that 12,973 days
spent killing nearly 50 million unborn children
in America is enough; and that it is time that
we stood up together again, and remembered
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that we are the same America that rejected
human slavery and marched into Europe to ar-
rest the Nazi Holocaust; and we are still cou-
rageous and compassionate enough to find a
better way for mothers and their unborn ba-
bies than abortion on demand.

Madam Speaker, as we consider the plight
of unborn America tonight, may we each re-
mind ourselves that our own days in this sun-
shine of life are also numbered and that all too
soon each one of us will walk from these
Chambers for the very last time.

And if it should be that this Congress is al-
lowed to convene on yet another day to come,
may that be the day when we finally hear the
cries of innocent unborn children. May that be
the day when we find the humanity, the cour-
age, and the will to embrace together our
human and our constitutional duty to protect
these, the least of our tiny, litte American
brothers and sisters from this murderous
scourge upon our Nation called abortion on
demand.

It is July 30, 2008, 12,973 days since Roe
versus Wade first stained the foundation of
this Nation with the blood of its own children;
this in the land of the free and the home of the
brave.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. MORAN of Kansas addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

————————

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H. CON. RES.
362

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent to have
my name removed as a cosponsor of H.
Con. Res. 362.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

—————
PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, I was unable to cast a vote on the
following legislative measure on July
15, 2008. If I were present for the roll
call vote, I would have voted ‘‘yes’ on
the following: Rollcall vote 491, July
15, 2008.

———

REPUBLICAN FRESHMAN
QUARTERLY REPORT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. MCCARTHY) is recognized
for 60 minutes as the designee of the
minority leader.

Mr. McCARTHY of California.
Madam Speaker, tonight we come with
a quarterly report from the freshmen
Republicans. This is something that we
promised to do when we were first
elected, and we continue to do it each
and every quarter because we want to
come back to the American people and
tell them what their House is doing.
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Tonight, for many of you and many
of your houses it might be summer
school, and last week I just got my
daughter and my sons’ report cards.
They did very well, if you were con-
cerned about that, Mr. HELLER. But
what the report will be from this Con-
gress on this night is not good.

In less than 2 days, this House is
scheduled to adjourn; adjourn without
solving the energy crisis, or even al-
lowing a vote on this floor. So tonight
as the freshmen Republicans come to
you to talk about this quarterly re-
port, something has happened in the
last 2 weeks.

You know, in the minority party
here, Madam Speaker, one thing that
these freshmen Republicans will do is
they don’t sit back.
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Even if the majority party, the
Democratic controlled House here, will
not allow a vote on the floor, we be-
lieve the American people are hurting;
we understand the American people are
hurting when it comes to the energy
crisis with the price of gas over $4 a
gallon, the heating fuel costs which
continues to not only hurt the individ-
uals, but it hurts the nonprofits, it
hurts the school districts. As we con-
tinue to move forward, some districts
in my area are talking about even
maybe going to 4 days a week, some
are talking about charging if the kids
want to even ride the bus to school. So
we talked about, how can we go about
helping America? How can we help
solve this problem?

So collectively as freshmen and as
Republicans, we got together along
with our leader, Mr. John Boehner
from Ohio, and we decided, let’s go on
the all-American energy tour and let’s
actually sit down and talk to some ex-
perts.

So not last weekend, but the week-
end before, we went together to Gold-
en, Colorado. In Golden, Colorado they
have the National Renewable Energy
Laboratory from the Department of
Energy. Here, they study from wind,
from solar, to hybrids, to hydrogen
cars. We drove them. We looked at
them. We went through with the bio-
mass, different ways about where the
future will go in energy and how we
can actually become independent and
have an American energy program that
creates American jobs. Because, as
many of you know, in America today
we use 20 million barrels of oil a day
but we only produce 7. So to solve this
problem, we really need all of the
above. We need more wind, we need
more solar, we need to actually be able
to conserve more, but we also have to
be able to explore more.

So just as we went out and looked at
the renewable energy and we looked to
where you build the windmills; you
build them where the wind blows.
Where do you put out the solar panels?
You put them out where the sun
shines. Where do you explore for o0il?
Where it is, underground.
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From there we traveled up to Alaska.
We landed in Fairbanks and we went up
to ANWR. We went out and looked ex-
actly where we are already drilling
today. We went out to the first place
where the Alaskan pipeline starts. The
Alaskan pipeline, when it starts right
there, it sends 700,000 barrels of oil a
day. It takes 9 days to get from the be-
ginning to the end. But in 1989, that
used to produce 2.2 million barrels a
day. Every year that we do nothing, it
loses 15 percent. That is 15 percent less
barrels of oil coming down. America is
still using 20 million barrels, but only
producing 7.

And as we looked around, we looked
for environmentally friendly ways to
do it. We found that in the past you
would take 64 acres, today you would
only take maybe 16, maybe 6. You
could actually drill down and drill out
8 miles because of technology advance-
ments, and that we could do it in an
environmentally sound way. And as we
went to ANWR, just a few miles over,
we found that there is another 10 bil-
lion barrels.

We found out that if ANWR was al-
lowed to be drilled, where this body
will not even let it come up for a vote,
it would add 1 million barrels a day.
And 1 million barrels a day added in-
side that pipeline, what would it mean
to you back home? What would it mean
to the average citizen? It would mean
50 cents less in the gasoline per gallon
that you buy.

Our Federal Reserve Chairman was
before our committee just 2 weeks ago,
and he said 1 percent added in produc-
tion would decrease the cost by 10 per-
cent. That is just a 1 percent addition.
One million barrels of oil would lower
the barrel $20 a barrel from what you
see out on the market.

We have a plan. We have an idea. But
tonight, and unfortunately when we
come to you, the power of the idea will
not win on this floor. Not because the
desire is not there, but because the ma-
jority party will not allow it.

Today we had a very big vote, like
many of our votes here. But do you
know what the vote was today? By one
simple vote. If you wonder if that one
votes ever makes a difference, that one
vote made a difference today, because
on this floor by one vote the Democrat-
controlled Congress voted to adjourn,
voted to adjourn while the gas prices
were over $4 a gallon; saying to the
American people that, as I listened to
the Speaker the other day, she is try-
ing to save the planet. She is looking
at the longevity of the world. I am
looking back for the constituents back
home that can’t afford to continue to
live the way this economy is going.

Tonight, we are going to listen to a
lot of the different freshmen that actu-
ally went on the tour, been a part of it,
seeing what is going on in America
today. And first we are going to start
off with my good friend from the State
of Michigan, District 7, back in Battle
Creek, TIM WALBERG.

Mr. WALBERG. I thank the gen-
tleman from California, and I thank
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him for his good words and bringing us
really to perspective what is going on
here.

I wish I could have joined you on the
trip to ANWR as well as to Golden, Col-
orado and seen what you saw up close
and personal. But, frankly, I felt it was
more important at that time to look
for the pictures you would bring back
and hear the testimony that you and
other good colleagues and friends of
mine would bring back, but for me per-
sonally to stay back in Michigan, a
State that at present is a one-State re-
cession, that has the highest unem-
ployment rate in the Nation, sadly,
that was at one time the greatest man-
ufacturing State, and, more impor-
tantly, was the motor capital not only
of the United States but of the world, a
place called Detroit, Motown, Motor
City, all of the above, that established
the pattern for what transportation
was all about and, I contend, still is;
and yet is frustrated by a government
system, both in the State and here,
with the leadership in Congress,
Madam Speaker, that will not do what
is necessary to allow us to continue to
not only keep our faith to our people,
not only keep our position as the
greatest Nation on this earth in every
area, including transportation, but
rather at this point in time is willing
to say that the process of saving this
planet as our Speaker intends to do in-
volves a Democrat energy plan which
was stated very clearly.

And I bring this with some comedy as
we look at the picture, and yet it is a
stark, painful reality that this plan
will not work. And that plan is what?
Drive small cars and wait for the wind.
If we do that, as the title of an old
movie said, it will be Gone With the
Wind.

We need to do something, Madam
Speaker, now for the people of this
great country, for my great State of
Michigan, and all of those concerned to
produce energy that deals with the re-
ality of what this country needs.

I am tired of living in a State right
now where our Governor says with
great pride that she rides her bicycle to
work to the State capitol from her
Governor’s residence every day with
her escort of security people following
her on their bicycles as well. The
motor capital of the world with a Gov-
ernor riding a bicycle. Now if that was
for conservation purposes, fine, I sup-
port that. For purposes of austerity, I
support that. But promoting this be-
cause of necessity? I can’t accept that.

This morning I sat on the floor of the
House and I looked up. And I looked up
to the highest point of this Chamber
directly above the Speaker’s rostrum,
Madam Speaker, and I see engraved
there in a stone-carved monument to
us this statement. It is a statement by
Daniel Webster, and I read from the
paper because I can see it better in
front of me right now. But Daniel Web-
ster said this many, many years ago:
Let us develop the resources of our
land.

July 30, 2008

How up-to-date is that? Let us de-
velop the resources of our land, call
forth its powers, build up its institu-
tions, promote all its great interests,
and see whether we also in our day, in
our generation, fellow colleagues,
freshmen, Republicans, standing here
for the defense of our great country,
Daniel Webster said, and see whether
we also in our day and our generation
may not perform something worthy to
be remembered.

I submit to you that that is what we
are doing, standing here tonight.

Under an adjournment resolution
that will take place sometime in the
next 24, 48 hours, sending us home,
most likely as it appears without doing
anything to give an opportunity for my
Governor to get in her flex fuel hybrid
Tahoe again, if she determines so, to go
to her residence.

Well, we can jest about that. I could
talk about a lot of statistics. But to-
night, while you were in ANWR, I had
the privilege of, on five occasions in
my district, South Central Michigan,
going to various gas stations and
pumping gas into constituents’ vehi-
cles as they would allow me. I would
simply say, ‘“Hi, I'm Congressman TIM
WALBERG. If you will share with me
your ideas and concerns on energy and
the price at the pump, I would be glad
to pump your gas while you tell me
your stories.” I came away with plenty
of stories. I came away with plenty of
pictures.

Just Monday afternoon in Battle
Creek, Michigan, a mother, single par-
ent, one child, came to the pump with
a small mini van. She left it running.
And when I questioned her about that,
she says, “I’'m afraid it won’t start if I
turn it off.” She said, “I’d be glad to
talk to you.” And I said, ‘“How much
do you want me to fill it?”’ And she
said, “‘$11.” That’s just a little over 2
gallons.

She began to tell me her story of how
she is working two jobs, and the gas
that she was putting into her vehicle
that day would get her through 2 days
of work and her transportation to each
of those jobs and back. Those are sto-
ries that talk of reality.

Another story that I wrote down
came from a lady who said, ‘‘Because
I'm a truck driver and the high price of
fuel has damaged the economy so
badly, my employer started limiting
the miles given to older, higher paid
drivers such as myself. My income last
year dropped a full 30 percent. Then I
was injured on the job and denied
workers’ comp. I finally began receiv-
ing my disability payments after 4
months. During those 4 months, how-
ever, I was scraping up every cent
available to pay for LLP gas to heat my
trailer home. Because I spent every
available cent on heating fuel, food,
and electricity, I could not pay the
taxes on my paid-for home. I am now in
default, and my home will be forfeited
in October for back taxes.”

This is reality that we are talking
about here. It is not simply price at the
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pump; it is lifestyle, it is living condi-
tions. It is keeping a home that is paid
for.

“I can’t afford a cheaper vehicle,”
she said. ‘I can’t afford to repair the
one vehicle here that would get a few
more miles per gallon than the old F-
150. I'm a careful shopper, but the ris-
ing price of groceries is also directly
related to the energy crisis.”

Let me read one last story that was
told to me. This was by a wife from
Jackson, Michigan whose husband was
in sales, which ultimately diminished
and ultimately was lost because of the
fuel prices.

She makes a number of points, but in
the last point she says, ‘At approxi-
mately $175 per week in gas costs, we
can no longer afford to send our chil-
dren to Catholic school. That was a
choice, yes, but a choice made specifi-
cally for our children’s interests. They
cannot go to camp, they cannot have
the braces which they need. The money
I would have put aside for college is
now being spent on gas. We cannot
tithe to our church, nor can we donate
to the myriad of other charities we
routinely helped. Every decision is
weighed based upon’”—and get this
again. ‘“‘Every decision is weighed
based upon the extreme cost of leaving
the driveway.”’

Now those are life stories. Those are
stories that make an impact upon me
as a congressman representing South
Central Michigan, the Seventh District
of Michigan.

These are stories that go way beyond
the political partisan haggling that
goes on here, that goes beyond even
making jokes about a plan that will
not work, cannot work, and isn’t going
to be allowed to work to drive small
cars and wait for the wind.

Daniel Webster said this, again: ‘‘Let
us develop the resources of our land,
call forth its powers, build up its insti-
tutions, promote all its great interests,
and see whether we also in our day and
generation may not perform something
worthy to be remembered.”
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I submit to you, my colleagues to-
night and, Madam Speaker, that that
is what we are attempting to do here
and now; not to produce something
that we will be remembered about, but
something worthy to be remembered,
that we fought for, this great country,
the resources that allowed us to be
blessed, that allowed us to expand our
capabilities and allowed us to bless
other nations all over this globe be-
cause we used our resources, we built
up our land and powers, and we have
done something worthy to be remem-
bered.

I thank you for the opportunity. I
look forward to sharing in the banter
back and forth about reality tonight.
But I think that would be beyond the
facts and figures that I could put forth,
probably the most important thing I
can start with tonight, and I yield back
my time.
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Mr. MCCARTHY of California. Well, I
thank the gentleman from Michigan as
he tells of the personal stories within
his district of the suffering, of the pain.

But as I said earlier, what did this
Democrat-controlled Congress do?
Today it voted to adjourn, adjourn for
an entire month, as many across Amer-
ica dreamt about maybe going on a
summer vacation, but told their kids,
no Disneyland this year; we can’t af-
ford even to drive there.

But, as the Republicans, we don’t sit
back and just complain. We believe
that we can lead. When you look at
Congress, you look at the opinion polls,
it is down at 9 percent. Many across
America are now beginning to call this
Democrat-controlled Congress the ‘““No
Drill Congress.”

And we won’t even bring up appro-
priation bills. One of the major jobs of
this Congress is to fund government. 13
appropriation bills they are supposed
to bring up each and every year, but
the majority won’t even bring them up
because they are afraid of an amend-
ment coming on the bills. The amend-
ment would say, let’s create an energy
plan. And what would that energy plan
be? It would be all of the above. It
would expand solar, it would expand
wind, it would explore, it would go be-
yond for the new technologies at the
same time, and it would lower the price
of gas and create an American energy
independent program that creates
American jobs.

We have other members from the
Freshman Class here with us tonight.
Our next speaker, you may have heard
him just a little bit ago talking about
the National Guard in Nevada, and he
continues that leadership now as he be-
gins to talk to us about the energy.
Representing Reno, Sparks, Carson
City, the majority of Nevada, coming
from the Second District, I yield to my
good friend, Representative DEAN
HELLER.

Mr. HELLER of Nevada. Thank you
very much. I appreciate the comments,
and I appreciate you putting this to-
gether. I am proud to be part of the
quarterly report that we have going on
here today, spend some time with the
folks back home and let them Kknow
what is going on here in Washington,
D.C. and what we are trying to do to
help them. And I want to thank you
again for putting us together.

And you know what is great is to be
able to listen to the gentleman from
Michigan talk about the experiences
that he has within his district. And I
think we can do that with Louisiana,
with Ohio, Tennessee, California, but I
want to give a couple of examples of
what I am seeing in Nevada.

I have got a pretty large district. I
joke with my colleagues sometimes
about the distance that I have to drive,
15 hours to get from one end of my dis-
trict to the other. I go home most
weekends and probably drive 500 miles.
In fact, this weekend I am driving out
to Elko, which is going to be another
500-mile drive. But that is okay. That
is okay.

H7613

You know, the difficult part about
this is that I try to meet my constitu-
ents in my district. Every year I try to
travel as far as I can, and the exorbi-
tant cost now that it is, just to visit
with my constituents, is becoming in-
credible. I drove about 50,000 miles this
year. And had I done that 2 years ago,
in trying to visit with my constituents
it would have cost me actually $90,000
less, $90,000 extra dollars to drive be-
cause of the non-actions of this par-
ticular Congress.

But I want to put a face, just like the
gentleman from Michigan did, on what
is going on here in the State of Nevada.
As I drive across the State, I can give
examples.

I have a daughter, and many of you
have children that are in sports. And it
is a shame that playing in some of
these competitive teams, once you get
to a competitive level you find yourself
traveling great distances. She happens
to be playing out of Reno, and she has
to go down to Las Vegas or maybe to
Sacramento, maybe up to Oregon,
across the State to Elko or somewhere
of that nature. So it is getting pretty
expensive for parents, and I am having
parents starting to complain that they
can’t go to the away games. It is dif-
ficult for them to get to the away
games because of the cost of travel be-
cause of the high fuel costs.

Another example of that, I was in a
small town called Lovelock, and they
have a restaurant over there called
Sturgeons, and I was talking to the
general manager. And they were talk-
ing about the price of eggs. The price of
an egg, since the beginning of the year
has gone from 7 cents to 13 cents.

Now, Lovelock is not that far out of
the way. From Reno it is probably an
hour and a half or so. So you wouldn’t
think that travel costs would be that
expensive. But it is the cost of every-
thing, because of the inaction of this
particular Congress, that is causing
these problems. It isn’t just the price
of fuel. Of course it is the price of poul-
try.

When we start taking all of this corn
and the grains and the byproducts and
start turning them into ethanol and
using what could be used for feed for
cattle, for poultry, for hogs and every-
thing else, everything is going up and
getting very expensive very, very
quickly.

I think ethanol is a mistake right
now. I think we need to take a look at
other ways, other ways of providing en-
ergy, and that is why we went on this
trip to ANWR.

But I want to give one more example,
and that is a particular family that
came to visit me last week. The Ander-
son family came in, one of my con-
stituents, family from Nevada, and
they came out here. They have a cou-
ple of children and they want to show
their children Washington, D.C. And I
was fortunate enough to have them
come by my office. And I believe he is
a dental technician and she is a nurse,
and they have a young daughter that
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plays volleyball, very good at
volleyball. Their son is a very good
baseball player. And they are talking
about how difficult it is for them to
provide, and the problems that they
are facing now with these high fuel
prices.

They are very good athletes, and so
they want to make all of their events,
and it gets more and more difficult.

To tell you how difficult it is getting,
in my home State of Nevada, according
to the USA Today, because of fuel
prices for airlines, they are cutting 10
percent of their flights. Well, we are
one of five States they are going to cut
more than 10 percent of their flights
into Nevada.

Now, for a State like ours that relies
heavily on tourism and traffic, you can
imagine the impact that that is hav-
ing. But it is not just coming into the
State, the lack of 10 percent flights. It
is the lack of 10 percent flights now
that are going out. And they talked
about how difficult it is to get a flight

now and the exorbitant cost it is.
I think an airline industry today just

announced that the extra bag is not
going to be $25, it is going to be an ad-
ditional $25 on top of that, for a total
of $560 so that they can compensate for

these huge costs.
I want to banter back and forth

more. I want to talk about our trip to
ANWR. I want to talk about our expe-
riences in Golden, Colorado. I think
they were great. I want to give others
a chance to introduce themselves. And
thank you again for the opportunity to

be here. And I will yield back to you.
Mr. MCCARTHY of California. Well, I

thank the gentleman from Nevada for
the leadership he continues to show in
this work that we are trying to do
within the energy.

Tonight, when we went up to ANWR,
one thing that I found most interesting
when we talked about is how you can
do it environmentally friendly. One
thing that they showed when we were
up in Alaska, that in the 1970s, it took
them 20 acres and they would go down
1 mile. 1980s it took them 16 acres.

But you think about technology, and
the greatest way for America to under-
stand technology, think of that very
first cell phone. It came in a bag. It
was about the size of a brick. Today it
is a very little phone, and you know
within that phone that it has more
technology in the cell phone today
than we had on the Apollo when it
landed on the moon.

But you expand with that tech-
nology. Today, present, it takes only 6
acres, so your footprint is much small-
er. But what they are able to do when
they drill down, to go out 8 miles
across, what does that mean to the
American people?

One, that we are able to explore
much further, to do it in an environ-
mentally sound way, have a much
smaller footprint, and actually have
fewer wells to drill.

There is a plan to be able to go for-
ward that allows exploration, wind and
solar, but the Democratic-controlled
Congress will not even allow it to come
up on to the floor.
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This is becoming, Madam Speaker, a
“No Drill Congress.”” But the American
people continue to suffer.

And tonight we wanted to hear from
our good friend from Ohio, JIM JORDAN.
I yield to my friend from Ohio.

Mr. JORDAN of Ohio. I thank the
gentleman for putting this hour to-
gether. I thank the folks who are par-
ticipating and those who were able to
go on our trip when we went to, we
were up in ANWR, up in Alaska to see.

You know, the thing I just feel so
strongly about is, Americans realize we
live in the greatest country ever. But
they are frustrated. They are frus-
trated by the fact that this Congress, if
you saw the news yesterday, this Con-
gress has run the largest deficit in his-
tory. $482 billion is the projected def-
icit this year.

They are frustrated that this Con-
gress won’t act on increasing the sup-
ply of energy, won’t act on drilling
more offshore, drilling more in Alaska,
won’t act on bringing down the price at
the pump, bringing down the price of
energy, won’t act on those things that
are necessary to help every single fam-
ily across this country.

A few months ago, in our district, I
had the opportunity to be in one of our
Federal judge’s courtroom for the cere-
mony where new Americans take the
oath of citizenship. And I don’t know if
you have ever had a chance to partici-
pate in those ceremonies, Madam
Speaker, but when you get an oppor-
tunity, it is an emotional experience to
watch these, in my case, it was 36 new
Americans, raise their hand, take the
oath and become an American citizen.
And when they completed that oath,
the smile on their face, when they now
realized that they were a citizen of the
greatest country in the world, it is spe-
cial to see. And frankly, those Ameri-
cans, those new Americans, as all
Americans, deserve better from their
Congress.

The idea that we are going to leave
here without taking an up or down vote
on increasing supply on drilling off-
shore, on drilling in ANWR, is just
wrong, and they deserve better.

One of the things that we learned
that the gentleman from California has
pointed out in some of his comments
and remarks, when we were in Alaska,
I will just be frank with you. If ever
there was a place that we should be
producing oil, it is in ANWR. Alaska is
a beautiful State, except in ANWR
where we were. When you went and
looked across that area, this was a des-
olate, barren place that has over 10 bil-
lion barrels of oil waiting to be brought
to production, waiting to be helping
with our supply needs, waiting to be
helping with the price at the pump
that families are paying, and it is just
something that we need to go do.

And as the gentleman points out,
technology is our friend in this area.
The footprint needed now on the sur-
face to go down and get a much larger
area subsurface is so small, and we can
do it in an environmentally safe way.

I thought it was interesting, and my
colleagues will recall this as well who
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were on the trip, that we flew over
ANWR in propeller planes, prop planes,
so we were flying pretty low to the
ground. When we flew over ANWR 1
didn’t see any wildlife. I am sure it was
there, but I just thought it was sort of
ironic and somewhat of a coincidence.
We didn’t see it. As I told the press, we
didn’t see caribou, we didn’t see, you
know, polar bears. We didn’t see
Bambi. We didn’t see it. What we saw
was a barren, desolate place which, as
I said, has over 10 billion barrels of oil
that needed to be brought to market.

But when we were on the ground, as
the gentleman from California pointed
out, in the Prudhoe Bay area, in that
production are, where we have been
taking oil out of the ground, bringing
it to market for 30 years, when we were
on the ground there in that area, at the
pipeline itself, mile marker 0, pump
station Number 1, we saw the caribou.
They were right there. In fact, we saw
one caribou trotting across the airport
runway where we landed the plane as
we flew into the Prudhoe Bay area.

So the idea that we can produce this
in a way that is going to be friendly to
wildlife, it is already there. We saw
proof of that firsthand. This is some-
thing we need to do.

As I said, the American people get it,
and the fact that their Congress
doesn’t is frustrating. It is frustrating
them. It is frustrating for those of us
who want to drill more, who want this
legislation to pass so we can get start-
ed on bringing down the price right
away.

They get it. And I am confident what
is going to happen over the August re-
cess, you know, is there is an old line
in politics that most politicians don’t
see the light; they feel the heat. And I
think when some of these Members go
back home, they are not just going to
feel the heat from the August summer
weather, they are going to feel the heat
from families and constituents back
home who tell them, we need to drill;
we need to go get more supply.

The American people get it. It is
time that this Democrat-led Congress
get it. I am still confident we can get
a vote on this before the election, hope-
fully, when we come back in Sep-
tember, and we are going to continue
to push on that.

And with that I would yield back to
my good friend, the gentleman from
California.

Mr. MCCARTHY of California. Well, I
thank the gentleman from Ohio. And
the one thing that he was talking
about was we flew over ANWR. We
took a few photos. And what you will
see here, here is a photo of ANWR. You
wonder, where are the animals? Where
are they at?

And people wonder about, well, how
far away is this from where we are cur-
rently drilling? It is within 70 miles. 10
billion barrels of oil sitting right there.
It would not take you 10 years to begin.

Mr. JORDAN of Ohio. Will the gen-
tleman yield?
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Mr. McCARTHY of California. Glad-
ly.

Mr. JORDAN of Ohio. One of the ar-
guments we hear is just what the gen-
tleman brought up, it is going to take
8 to 10 years to bring this production.
We forget about the fact that, as you
indicated, ANWR is only 70, 756 miles
away from the existing pipeline. We
have already got that infrastructure in
place.

And as the gentleman indicated ear-
lier, it used to be 2 million barrels a
day moving through that pipeline.
Today it is 700,000. If it gets to a cer-
tain level, it drops to a certain low
level, it becomes physically, the feasi-
bility physically is just not there to
continue to maintain it. And frankly,
from an economic standpoint, there
needs to be a certain volume of oil
moving through that every day.

This place is right next door, 75 miles
away. And the infrastructure is in
place. It will take a lot less time to get
that oil to market and help every sin-
gle family.

0 2145

Mr. McCARTHY of California. The
gentleman makes a very good point be-
cause in 1970 when this was created,
back then when Jimmy Carter became
President of the United States, he had
full intention of drilling in ANWR be-
cause that’s where the oil is. That’s
why you put the windmills where the
wind blows and the solar panels where
the sun shines. You discover where it’s
at.

And what the Member did talk about
was if you look here, this is where we
currently are, and ANWR is just to the
side. And you’re wondering just how
large is it. It’s 19 million acres. We're
looking at only talking about 2,000
acres.

To put it in perspective, as you go
out when school starts back up, you go
to your high school football games, I
want you to look across that football
field when no one’s there. I want you to
just look out at it, and I want you to
take one little postage stamp and set it
on the field. That’s the equivalency.
That’s how much we want to be able to
talk about being able to get 1 million
barrels of oil a day out of ANWR, a
postage stamp on a football field.

The gentleman from Ohio brought up
a very good point that we have this in-
frastructure, this pipeline. It produces
700,000 barrels a day. Once it goes to
300,000, it will no longer produce then.
You have to have more than that.

Now I would like to yield to my good
friend, a new member from the fresh-
man class from the First District of
Louisiana, STEVE SCALISE.

Mr. SCALISE. Thank you. And I
want to thank my colleague from Cali-
fornia for putting this together. I think
it’s very important that while our
country is facing a national energy cri-
sis, the only debate that’s going on on
the House floor is right here tonight
with Members of the freshmen class
that are sick and tired of the delays
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and the inaction of the leadership of
this Democratically controlled Con-
gress.

Madam Speaker, I think today might
have been one of the lows of that 110th
Congress, the fact that the only real
vote that was taken today on this floor
was a vote to adjourn Congress for 5
weeks. The fact that Congress passed a
resolution to adjourn for 5 weeks and
take a vacation at a time when our
country is facing a national energy cri-
sis—we should be here debating solu-
tions to this problem. We should be
here talking about the proposals that
are on the table. And there are a num-
ber of proposals that are on the table
to debate.

If the leadership doesn’t want to have
a straight up-or-down vote, there’s
going to have to be some reckoning be-
cause the American people are sick and
tired of it. I think if you look right
now—and it’s ironic, and it is very un-
fortunate, that many of the families in
my district, in my colleagues’ districts,
throughout this country, families are
canceling their summer vacations be-
cause they can’t afford the price of en-
ergy to go to the places that they
wanted to go this summer.

So what is Congress doing to address
that big problem that’s facing our
country? Today Congress voted by one
vote, voted to take a 5-week vacation
at a time when American families are
canceling their vacations. I think
that’s a low point for this Democrat-
ically controlled Congress, and I think
they’re going to have a hard time an-
swering to the people why they won’t
bring up a vote.

What are they afraid of? Are they
afraid of debating these ideas that we
put on the table?

I filed a bill called the GAS Act,
Grow American Supply. Removes the
barrier that exists. There’s a congres-
sional ban on drilling in the Outer Con-
tinental Shelf. I come from Louisiana.
We know how to drill in an environ-
mentally safe way. People know that
you can drill and not do harm to the
environment. In fact, now the environ-
ment thrives in the areas where drill-
ing occurs. The best place to go fishing
in south Louisiana is next to an oil rig
because the fish congregate around
that area. It’s an estuary for them.

By the same token, when we went on
that American energy tour when we
were in Alaska, we went to Mile Mark-
er Zero, the beginning of the Alaskan
pipeline, and we saw three caribou ap-
proach about 40 yards away. They were
just walking to us. They weren’t afraid
of us. They were walking towards the
pipeline, and we found out back when
they built the pipeline 30 years ago,
some of these same radical groups that
don’t want to explore natural resources
in America today, some of those same
radical groups were saying, ‘“Don’t
build the Alaskan pipeline. You’ll de-
stroy the caribou population.” They
were there.

You can’t find them now because
guess what happened? After they built
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the pipeline, the caribou population in-
creased by about five times, a five-fold
increase in the caribou population be-
cause they like the warmth of the pipe-
line and they mate around the pipeline.
So it’s actually helped the environ-
ment. You can peacefully coexist with
the natural habitat by safely and envi-
ronmentally friendly drilling in explo-
ration for our natural resources.

So we put all of those different solu-
tions, the all-of-the-above plan that my
friend from California talked about in
a bill called the American Energy Act,
and everybody in this room cospon-
sored it. I would encourage all of my
Democratic friends to cosponsor the
bill as well because it is a comprehen-
sive approach to a major national cri-
sis that’s facing our country.

It doesn’t just talk about exploration
and drilling for oil. It talks about re-
newable sources of energy, the things
that we found at the National Renew-
able Energy Lab when we went and
looked at the wind and solar and the
hydrogen technologies that are being
advanced.

But even the people that are advanc-
ing those technologies will readily
admit that those technologies alone
will not meet the energy needs of our
country 10 years from now, 20 years
from now. You’re still going to have to
have a reliance on multiple sources,
multiple approaches to this, including
fossil fuels.

So we look at things like oil shale
and tar sands where we know we can
get billions of barrels of oil. Yet what’s
standing in the way? The Democrat-
ically controlled Congress will not let
us have a vote on lifting a Federal mor-
atorium that even exists on exploring
those alternative sources of energy.

So I think the more that the Amer-
ican people see this, and the fact that
they see every 2 weeks or so the Demo-
cratically-controlled Congress brings
out another scapegoat, another person
to blame. They blamed OPEC and said,
“Let’s sue OPEC.” And then the price
rose. And then they said, ‘“What about
use-it-or-lose-it, and oil companies are
sitting on millions of acres of leases.”
And then people looked at that and re-
searched it and realized that’s not true.

In fact, it’s some of these radical en-
vironmental groups that filed lawsuits
to stop people from exploring for our
own natural resources, and that’s the
biggest delay in bringing oil to the
markets so that our people can see a
lower price of gasoline.

Mr. JORDAN of Ohio. Will the gen-
tleman yield?

Mr. SCALISE. I will happily yield.

Mr. JORDAN of Ohio. I just want to
ask the gentleman a question. He
comes from Louisiana.

Isn’t it true that the oil production
facilities offshore in your State in the
gulf that during Katrina, that terrible
disaster that hit our country, hit your
State so hard, but isn’t it true those
production facilities withstood that
hurricane and there was no spill, no en-
vironmental hazard whatsoever during
that entire storm?
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Mr. SCALISE. My colleague makes a
great point because that, in fact, is
what happens.

Katrina was a horrible, horrible trag-
edy. Hurricane Rita came right behind
it. So you had two of the worst hurri-
canes in our Nation’s history, came
through the Gulf of Mexico within a
few week period of time of each other,
and many rigs were knocked down. We
saw the price of oil go up because our
State supply is about 30 percent of the
Nation’s domestically produced oil. We
would sure like to increase that per-
centage.

But when those rigs got knocked
down, one thing that didn’t happen is
you did not see environmental spills
because they do, they do drill today in
an environmentally safe way, and you
had no disasters because they know
how to do it in a very technologically
safe way, as my friend from California
showed.

The platform, the footprint of an oil
rig today is about one-fourth of the
size of an oil rig just a few decades ago,
and yet they can also drill in a wider
area, directionally drill up to 8 miles.
So the technology is there.

We have a plan that we’ve laid out,
and if the Democratically controlled
Congress has a better idea, put it on
the table. Let’s stay. Let’s roll up or
sleeves during this next 5 weeks and
solve this crisis rather than taking a 5-
week vacation, which is the plan, I
guess, the only energy plan that the
Democratically controlled Congress
had.

That’s why I’'m proud to say no Re-
publicans voted to adjourn because we
want to stay here and work on the so-
lution because, we know, we’ve got the
ingenuity here in our country. We’ve
got the technology to lower gas prices.

Mr. McCARTHY of California. I
thank the gentleman from Louisiana.
He made some very good points. And
one thing you think of this House and
you think of America. I still believe
this is the most beautiful building we
have in all of this country. You would
think the power of the idea would win
at the end of the day. And you would
think of the debates you have here. But
when did you ever think that the
Democratic controlled Congress would
be so afraid of having a debate, to actu-
ally allow a vote to take place? They
have the majority. They can vote the
way they want.

Today they had the majority to vote
to adjourn. Now they’re going to have
to go home and answer to the Amer-
ican people why they are not back
working and finding an American inde-
pendent energy policy to move forward.

Now I would like to yield to my good
friend from eastern Tennessee, DAVID
DAVIS.

Mr. DAVID DAVIS of Tennessee.
Thank you for your leadership on this
subject and so many others. It’s good
to be with you tonight and many of my
colleagues from around the country.

The American people are hurting.
Young families are hurting, senior
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adults are hurting, small businesses
are hurting. Energy prices are hurting
us all. A family that rents cabins for a
living in my district back in northeast
Tennessee recently told me they have
seen a 50 to 60 percent decrease in rent-
als during the past spring and summer.
They told me that this decrease in
rentals may force the family business
to go into bankruptcy because they
rely on tourists who travel to the beau-
tiful mountains of mnortheast Ten-
nessee.

Oil prices also affect the cost of
many of our daily essentials. Here is
just a small list of everyday items that
rely on oil for their production. See if
you use any of these products. We need
oil. We need American oil.

Hearing aids, tennis rackets, eye-
glasses, soft contact lenses, trash bags,
glue, ballpoint pens, carpets, tires, ar-
tificial limbs, bandages, and dentures,
to name just a few.

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. Would the
gentleman yield?

Mr. DAVID DAVIS of Tennessee. Yes.

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. I appreciate
the gentleman going through that list
of things.

I used to farm. I’'m a medical doctor,
as you know, and a lot of things that
we deal with in health care are petro-
leum-based also. But as a farmer, I
used not only diesel fuel in my tractor,
but I also used oil-based or petroleum-
based products to keep weeds out of my
crops, to keep bugs out of my crops,
and those sorts of things.

Having a shortage of oil is going to
drastically affect agriculture, which
means it’s going to drastically affect
food prices to every single consumer in
America today. That’s another reason
why I think it’s absolutely critical
that we get American oil and stop
being dependent upon this Middle East
oil and foreign oil.

So I appreciate the gentleman yield-
ing. But I wanted to add that as just
another issue that’s extremely critical
for us to think about as we look be-
cause it’s going to hurt the American
consumer when they go to the grocery
store that they can’t buy their gro-
ceries at a reasonable price. So it not
only hurts people at the pump but it
hurts people in the grocery store. It
hurts people at their job and in every
single other way.

Mr. JORDAN of Ohio. Today in the
Budget Committee we had a hearing
today where we were talking about the
increased price in food. We had two
economists that were a part of the
panel, and I asked them how much—
you think about the fact that every
commodity price is up. I asked them, I
said, How much of all of these other
commodity prices, the price being driv-
en up, is attributable to the price of
fuel? And they couldn’t give a percent-
age, but they said it’s a lot.

And it’s not just a lot. When you
think about the farmer and the fact
that his input costs and just putting
diesel in the tractor to plant the crops
and harvest and cultivate the crops,
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but it’s all our distribution. You have
got to move all of these products that
my friend from Tennessee listed, that
my friend from Georgia talked about in
agriculture. You have got to move
them across this country.

Fuel drives up every single other
commodity price, and that’s why,
again, it highlights and underscores
the fact that we have got to pass legis-
lation that allows us to get more sup-
ply.

Mr. DAVID DAVIS of Tennessee.
Very good points. And I represent a
rural east Tennessee district that has a
lot of farming as well. You make some
good points.

You actually start, when you start to
till the ground, you have to have die-
sel. The cost has gone up to the point
where it’s almost put some farmers out
of business. Then you have to put fer-
tilizer on the ground, if you can afford
it. If you don’t have the fertilizer, you
don’t make the product. So it really is
hurting people from all backgrounds.

Families are canceling vacations. Po-
lice departments are cutting patrols.
Small businesses are closing across
America. Moms and dads are sitting
around their kitchen tables trying to
put a budget together to decide if
they’re going to be able to send their
kids to school and buy the products
that they need, all while the leadership
here in Washington refuses an up-or-
down vote on increasing American en-
ergy.

Mr. MCCARTHY of California. Would
the gentleman yield for one moment?

Mr. DAVID DAVIS of Tennessee. Yes.

Mr. McCARTHY of California. So
what the gentleman is saying is the
Democratic controlled Congress, the
majority who controls what comes to
the floor, will not even allow a vote?
Not even allow a vote on a plan that
says all-of-the-above, that says ‘‘yes”
to solar, ‘“‘yes” to wind, ‘‘yes’ to more
drilling, ‘‘yes’’ to the new technologies
for geothermal and others, but you
can’t even have a vote on this floor?

Mr. DAVID DAVIS of Tennessee. If
they will allow us to vote, I will vote
“‘yes.” They may decide to vote ‘“‘no.”
But we need to be able to vote and vote
the will of the American people.

We have 435 distinct, separate dis-
tricts across America. Out of those 435,
I’'m sure some will vote ‘‘no,” some will
vote ‘‘yes,” but it’s really up to Speak-
er PELOSI to allow it to come to the
floor for a vote. The American people
sent us here to do a job.

Mr. HELLER of Nevada. If the gen-
tleman will yield.

Mr. DAVID DAVIS of Tennessee. Yes.

Mr. HELLER of Nevada. Thank you.

You make a very good point on this.

You have heard me say this before,
but this energy policy is a three-legged
stool. We have to conserve; we have to
look at renewable sources; we also need
to drill for more oil. You can’t do one
without the other. You’ll have an en-
ergy policy that fails. You can’t do two
without the third or that energy policy
will fail.
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I'11 tell you what I got out of this trip
to ANWR, which I thought overall real-
ly put this in perspective for me. And
that is, as was mentioned, we use 20
million barrels of oil a day here in this
country. If we do everything we can to
conserve—and the American people are
moving in that direction, and I applaud
that—if we do everything we possibly
can for renewable energy, and that is
meet our goals—we have a goal here in
these Chambers of 15 percent by the
year 2020. If we meet those goals, if we
conserve, we’re still going to need an
additional 10 million barrels of oil a
day by 2030.
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So where are we going to get the ad-
ditional 10 million barrels of oil that
the American people are going to need
if we continue to stop this possibility
of going to ANWR, going offshore,
looking at shale, looking at all these
other prospects, and building addi-
tional refineries: Where are we going to
get that additional 3 million barrels
that we are going to need, even though
we’re on top of the renewable process
and we have conserved, as the Amer-
ican people are doing today? That’s the
question that needs to be answered.

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. You make a
great point, Congressman HELLER.

I keep hearing from the other side,
from the radical environmentalists, as
well as the Democratic leadership that
won’t let us vote on this bill, that it
will take 10 years if we pass a bill—if
we’re to pass this bill, it will take 10
years to start producing oil. That’s
hogwash.

We don’t have enough refinery capac-
ity in America. We need to build new
refineries, and they say it will take 10
years to get them permitted. And
that’s hogwash. If Habitat for Human-
ity can build a house in one week that
will withstand a hurricane, as we’ve
seen it happen, if America just has the
gumption to do so, we could build a re-
finery in a year. We could start pump-
ing oil very quickly.

But NANCY PELOSI’s leadership won’t
allow us to vote, and it’s just abso-
lutely unconscionable to me that we
can’t vote to supply more oil and stop
this dependence upon foreign oil. It is
absolutely critical for our national se-
curity.

Mr. HELLER of Nevada. In my local
newspaper just today, there was an ar-
ticle written by some of the people
that you’re talking about, some of the
more extreme environmentalists say-
ing that this country would be better
off today if we had the same gas prices
as they have in Holland, $10 a gallon:
$10 a gallon, if we had that, America
would be better off. I have a hard time
believing that we are better off if we to
try to Europeanize ourselves and in-
crease the price per gallon.

I've had town hall meetings. I've had
over a hundred thousand people polled
of what they thought of a 50 cent per
gallon increase. Eighty-two percent are
against it. We have people now calling
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for doubling the gasoline prices we
have today.

Mr. MCCARTHY of California. You’re
all raising very good points, but you’re
showing what is happening on this
floor by not allowing the vote. But
there is another way. There is all-of-
the-above. If we were able to drill in
ANWR, the Federal Reserve Chair said,
if you increase production by 1 percent,
it goes down 10 percent. ANWR will
produce 1 million barrels a day. That
automatically would lower the price
per gallon by 50 cents.

But think about what’s happening
today. It’s the largest transfer of
wealth from our country, America, to
countries that disagree with us. If we
had an American energy plan that
made us independent, what else does it
do? It creates American jobs. The $700
billion stays in America.

Mr. WALBERG. If the gentleman
would yield, I'd love to hop on that
point there.

We talk about those that we pay, and
in some cases, even prop up their econ-
omy such as Venezuela with Hugo Cha-
vez, who is a dictator who has said that
he wants America to be defeated and
off the face of the Earth as it were. But
we send a check to him of $170 million
per day that props up his failing re-
gime, that allows him to continue, and
we pay this to an enemy.

I would also submit to you, as I men-
tioned earlier, as I come from the
former motor capital of the world, we
have a Volt vehicle that GM is pro-
ducing that has the ability to run 40
miles, whether standing in traffic, in a
traffic jam, or going 40 miles straight
on electric power. Most people in their
commute would allow them to pur-
chase that Volt vehicle and never have
to use the gas portion of the propul-
sion.

Now, keeping that in mind, we’re
talking about drilling and we need to
drill, but we’re also talking about our
plan, all-of-the-above, which includes
nuclear power, wind power, solar
power. I submit to you that, if we have
an electric vehicle like that, it won’t
be any good if we don’t do some of the
infrastructure.

We need nuclear power to produce
that electricity. We need an infrastruc-
ture to get it to the box where they
have to plug in to recharge. Now, that
would allow us the opportunity to ex-
pand.

And the gentleman from Nevada, you
bring up a good point about those that
offer alternatives. We have, at present,
the founder of Greenpeace on our side
about alternative fuels and the specific
nature of nuclear power who says nu-
clear power is the greenest energy that
we can have and we ought to be pro-
ducing more nuclear power, we ought
to be putting nuclear plants up.

So with drilling, with nuclear power,
with wind, with solar, with all of the
above, natural gas and others, we can
make this country independent from
any other country on this Earth and
put ourselves back in a competitive po-
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sition that not only allows us to con-
tinue our lifestyle and expand it the
world around, but also make ourselves
secure.

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. These are all
great things and they’re included in
the American energy plan, and that’s
the reason we need to vote on these.
And I think it’s absolutely critical—all
of us voted to stay here to vote on this
bill, and I think it’s critical for us to
do so.

But a lot of naysayers say, well, even
if we voted on this bill, it would take a
long time to lower the cost of gas. But
I just submit what happened when the
President rescinded the Presidential
moratorium on offshore drilling. Oil
prices immediately fell. Gas prices are
coming down. If we would vote on this
bill and pass it, I guarantee you almost
overnight we’d see much, much lower
prices of gas at the pump, and oil
prices would come down.

We had this bill about speculation.
Well, this is the way to deal with spec-
ulation. Let’s pass this bill. It will stop
the whole problem that we hear from
the Democratic side about speculators
running up the cost of oil. That’s hog-
wash, too. We need to pass this bill,
and I call on the Democratic leadership
to bring it to the floor.

Mr. SCALISE. Again, a lot of inter-
esting points are being brought up,
great points that you just brought up,
and ultimately, this comes down to a
supply-and-demand problem. And when
you’re talking about the price, you are
exactly right, because when you talk
to economic experts, what they will
tell you—and anybody that under-
stands basic market economics, and I
think most people in the American
country do—unfortunately, I think the
Democratically-controlled leadership
of this Congress doesn’t understand
that you’ve got an increase in global
demand for oil all across this world,
not just in the United States, and yet
the supply is flat. OPEC’s not going to
increase their supply because they
want a high price.

But we here in our country have the
ability to increase some of those mora-
toriums that were arbitrarily placed by
Congress. And you talked about the
President lifting the ban on Outer Con-
tinental Shelf drilling. You saw a $10
drop in the price of a barrel of oil in
just 1 day because of an executive ban,
even though still now and I think most
in people in the country now see that
the only thing standing in the way of
opening up that Outer Continental
Shelf to drilling is the congressional
ban that’s in place, and that’s the ban
that’s part of the all-of-the-above
strategy, and we’re asking Speaker
PELOSI to just give us a vote on that.

If she wants to disagree with it, if
these radical environmental groups
don’t want to do that, that’s their pre-
rogative, but let’s have a straight up-
or-down vote. I think that a lot of
Democrats would vote for that, too, as
well as Republicans because ultimately
you would see a real solution being
placed on the table.
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But in fact, what we’re left with is
this do-nothing approach and the lead-
ership in Congress saying let’s adjourn
for 5 weeks rather than address this
problem because they’re afraid of the
realization, and I think they realize
that if we had a vote on this, we opened
it up to all amendments so that we
could actually talk about a full, com-
prehensive energy plan which our coun-
try doesn’t have—the fact that if we
did that, you would see an immediate
drop, even bigger than that $10 a barrel
drop you saw that one day. You would
see a dramatic drop, as my friend from
California talked about, at least a 20
percent drop, which our people, our
constituents all across this country
would realize very quickly in a lower
price of gas at the pump, and that’s ul-
timately what we should be trying to
achieve.

Mr. DAVID DAVIS of Tennessee.
We’re here tonight to ask the Demo-
crat majority to let us take a vote on
all-the-above, no more excuses.

You know, the interesting thing is we
actually took a vote on the floor today.
You know, we’re here taking votes, 435
Members. We took a vote today to go
home. So leadership’s letting us take
votes but just not on energy bills. I
think that’s a point that ought to be
taken to the American people. They
need to understand that we’re taking
votes. We’re just not taking votes to
increase the supply of energy. All of
the above, wind, solar, coal, oil, drill-
ing, natural gas, we’re taking votes but
not to increase energy. We’re taking
votes to go home for 5 weeks. That
means for 5 weeks gasoline prices are
going to be high back in northeast Ten-
nessee. That’s not what the American
people look for.

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. I ask any
Member here, what’s the Democratic
leadership afraid of? Do y’all know? I
think they’re afraid it will pass. I
think that’s the problem. I think
they’re afraid that this will pass and
they won’t have the environmental
wackos and radical environmentalists
that they can pander to anymore.

Mr. DAVID DAVIS of Tennessee. I
think I have an answer to that because
I do believe there are some common-
sense Democrats on this floor. This is
not a Republican issue. This is not a
Democrat issue. This is an American
issue. The only thing standing between
us and the vote is NANCY PELOSI’s Dem-
ocrat leadership. I would call on the
Democrat leadership to let us vote. Let
Republicans vote. Let Democrats vote.
Let them vote their conscience. Let
them vote their district.

And I would, without a doubt, believe
that we could go home on August 1, 48
hours from now, with an energy plan
that would bring down prices at the
pump because there’s going to be some
commonsense Democrats that will vote
to make sure that moms and dads have
some relief at the pump; young fami-
lies have some relief at the pump; sen-
ior adults have some relief at the
pump; small businesses have some re-
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lief at the pump. We need some relief
at the pump.

Mr. McCARTHY of California. Re-
claiming my time, because as we begin
to end here, one, I want to thank all
my colleagues for coming down, for
talking to the American people about
the quarterly report, telling them what
actually goes on in this building.

When we think for one moment that,
as this House adjourns—not because
anybody on this floor right now voted
to adjourn. We said let’s stay here and
let’s create a plan that creates an en-
ergy program that has all the above,
from wind, to solar, to hydrogen, to nu-
clear, to exploration, takes us into the
new frontier.

Because when you think of the floor
that we’re on, they built this Dome in
the Civil War. You think of the chal-
lenges that this country has faced. And
time and time again, we have met that
challenge. But how did we meet that
challenge? By not being afraid of de-
bate, by not being afraid of the idea
coming forward, not being afraid of one
side of the aisle or the other, not say-
ing the country’s red or blue. This
country is red, white and blue.

And that’s the American energy plan
we have. It makes us American inde-
pendent of foreign countries. It stops
sending the greatest amount of wealth
out of this country to somebody else by
creating American jobs right here.

But the only way we’re ever going to
be able to do it is that this Demo-
cratic-controlled Congress has got to
change. It’s got to allow the idea to
come forth and not be afraid of the
vote.

So, today, when you go home and
when you see your Member out maybe
in a parade, maybe on a street corner,
maybe they’re having a town hall
meeting, ask that Member if they
voted to adjourn. Did they vote to
stay? Did they vote to make America
energy independent? Or did they vote
no, let’s go home, let’s let that price go
up higher?

Well, I want to thank the Members
for being a part of this tonight, and
thank you for coming down and telling
the American people where the report
stands, where we’re going forward and
being willing to lead, going to Golden,
Colorado, to see the renewable energy,
and going to ANWR.

————
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D&D DISPLAYS INNOVATES IN
NORTH WILKESBORO

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to salute the innovative and
hardworking folks at D&D Displays in
North Wilkesboro, North Carolina.

Earlier this week, I visited D&D’s
manufacturing facilities in North
Wilkesboro, North Carolina to learn
more about this fine company’s con-
tributions to the Ilocal economy in
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Wilkes County. I toured D&D Displays’
facility and spoke with company em-
ployees about policies that promote
economic growth and well-paying jobs
in North Carolina. I was honored to be
joined by D&D Displays’ CEO, James
D. Brown, as well as by representatives
from the Chamber of Commerce.

Our great Nation has a long tradition
of economic growth that provides one
of the foundations of our freedoms, so
it is exciting to see the progress that
D&D Displays has made in Wilkes
County to create good jobs and to
boost the local economy.

During my visit, I also learned that
this local employer recently landed a
new project that could provide up to
$22 million in new revenue for the
North Wilkesboro-based company and
that could double or triple the com-
pany’s employment rolls.

Success stories like D&D Displays
are based on the innovative, creative
and hardworking people of this country
who ask nothing from government ex-
cept to get out of their way so they can
thrive. Congratulations to D&D Dis-
plays on their upcoming expansion. My
hope is to see them continue to expand
their business and to contribute to
North Carolina’s economy.

———

IMPROVING ENERGY, NATURAL
DISASTER AND HEALTH CARE
POLICIES IN AMERICA

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
TSONGAS). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 18, 2007, the
gentleman from Iowa (Mr. KING) is rec-
ognized for 60 minutes.

Mr. KING of Iowa. Madam Speaker, 1
appreciate the honor to be recognized
to address you here on the floor of Con-
gress, and to kick off this Special
Order moment, I would be pleased to
yield 5 minutes to the gentleman from
Georgia, Dr. BROUN.

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. I thank my
colleague for yielding.

America right now is drilling for ice
on Mars. Yet we cannot drill for oil in
America. This is insane. If we have the
technology to explore beneath the sur-
face of Mars, then we must have the
technology to explore for oil here at
home in an efficient, environmentally
friendly fashion.

Our home-grown energy businesses
employ that technology off the coast of
Louisiana today. Hurricanes Katrina
and Rita toppled many of the oil rigs
offshore, but there was no environ-
mental catastrophe. Not one drop of oil
was spilled. Not one drop washed up on
the shorelines.

I respect Louisiana Democrats CHAR-
LIE MELANCON and MARY LANDRIEU,
who support their State’s exploration
and development in the face of stiff op-
position within the Democratic Party’s
ranks.

Why can’t we learn from Louisiana’s
success?

There are some who like to say we’re
facing an energy crisis, and then
they’ll use those two words to manipu-
late votes this December. For there
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