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the country; film fans flock to the
screenings of known and unknown
work; and concert halls are filled with
the voices and instruments of those
who are considered to be the best in
jazz, gospel, R&B and everything in be-
tween.

As the festival established itself as
one of the most important festivals in
the world presenting the art and cul-
ture of the African diaspora, it seized
the opportunity to expand the year-
round educational and humanities pro-
gramming in addition to hosting the
festival every year.

The NBAF connects with people of
all ages and races and celebrates diver-
sity, while striking a common chord
that resonates with all Americans like
no other festival or arts organization.
The festival is a cultural institution
dedicated to serving artists, audiences,
teachers and students by providing op-
portunities for artistic and creative ex-
pression and sponsoring educational
and humanities programs to deepen
historical and cultural understanding
of African and African American cul-
ture.

To date, the NBAF has touched over
5 million people and is one of the pre-
mier festivals in the world. Today we
honor it for its 20 years of dedicated
service to the arts and education in the
greater Atlantic area as well as to the
country.

I urge all of my colleagues to support
this resolution.

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | would
like to thank the Education and Labor Com-
mittee and the Majority Leader and his staff
for their help in bringing this bill to the floor.

Today | rise to honor and celebrate the 20th
anniversary of the National Black Arts Festival.
This wonderful festival is taking place right
now in my district—the 5th Congressional Dis-
trict of Georgia.

Each year, Atlanta welcomes thousands of
visitors, artists, and performers who come
from across the country and all over the World
to take part in the National Black Arts Festival.

The two week festival is an incredible show-
case of the arts and cultures of the African Di-
aspora.

The National Black Arts Festival has be-
come a leader in arts-education in Atlanta,
and across the country organizing special art
events for students, including the African
American History Quiz Bowl, professional de-
velopment courses for teachers, and inter-
national trips to experience foreign art first
hand.

The year-long education programs of the
National Black Arts Festival help open the
eyes of our young people to sculpture, and
painting, to music and writing. It opens win-
dows to the world.

We must reach more students, and more
teachers, from around the country and around
the world.

| am proud of what the National Black Arts
Festival has accomplished over the last 20
years. The sky is the limit for this wonderful
organization, led by its talented Executive Pro-
ducer Stephanie Hughley.

| ask my colleagues to join me today to cel-
ebrate the National Black Arts Festival, and
the rich artistic history and diversity of the Afri-
can Diaspora throughout the world.
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| am so proud to have the National Black
Arts Festival in my district and | look forward
to its continued success.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
have no further requests for time, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
DAvVIS) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 1286.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR DES-
IGNATION OF DISABILITY PRIDE
DAY

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 1355) expressing
support for designation of Disability
Pride Day and recognizing that all peo-
ple, including those living with disabil-
ities, have the right, responsibility,
and ability to be active, contributing
members of our society and fully en-
gaged as citizens.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. REs. 1355

Whereas all people, including those with
disabilities, should be guaranteed the right
to receive a quality education, to be produc-
tive members of our workforce, to raise fam-
ilies, to exert control and choice over their
own lives, and to have equal opportunity to
access and participate in all facets of life;

Whereas having a disability should be seen
as a natural part of human diversity;

Whereas many people with disabilities
share a cultural experience and history;

Whereas 18 years ago, on July 26, 1990, the
Americans with Disabilities Act was signed
into law, ending discrimination against and
providing equal opportunity for persons with
disabilities in employment, education, gov-
ernment services, public accommodations,
commercial facilities, and transportation;

Whereas in spite of the recent efforts to re-
store the intent of the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act, people with disabilities con-
tinue to face tremendous challenges in our
society that test their resolve sociologically,
emotionally, and psychologically, as well as
face negative cultural assumptions based on
fears and myths that need to be eliminated
and replaced with presumptions of com-
petence, strength, and individual worth;

Whereas July 26, 2008, is the City of Chi-
cago’s bth Annual Disability Pride Parade, a
celebration that will seek to educate and
change the way that people think about and
define those with disabilities by promoting
the belief that disability is a natural and
beautiful part of human diversity in which
people living with disabilities can take pride;
and

Whereas July 26, 2008, would be an appro-
priate day to designate as Disability Pride
Day: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of Dis-
ability Pride Day;
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(2) acknowledges the efforts of the City of
Chicago’s 5th Annual Disability Pride Pa-
rade organizers to raise awareness con-
cerning the value of people with disabilities;

(3) invites the Nation to join in celebrating
the pride, the power, and the potential of
people with disabilities by celebrating Dis-
ability Pride Day; and

(4) urges public officials and the general
public to honor Americans with disabilities
by educating themselves on ways to support
and encourage understanding of persons with
disabilities in our schools, within our diverse
workforce, as well as in our communities.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. DAVIS) and the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
request 5 legislative days during which
Members may revise and extend their
remarks and insert extraneous mate-
rial on H. Res. 1355 into the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I might con-
sume.

I rise today in support of H. Res. 1355,
which designates July 26, 2008, as Dis-
ability Pride Day and recognizes that
all people, including those living with
disabilities, have the right, responsi-
bility and ability to be active, contrib-
uting members of our society, and fully
engaged as citizens.

Over 54 million Americans have one
or more disabilities. That translates
into approximately one in five Ameri-
cans who have a disability. The number
of individuals with disabilities con-
tinues to increase with advances in
medicine and technology, as well as
with our aging population.

People with disabilities represent the
Nation’s largest minority. There are
many famous and influential Ameri-
cans with disabilities. Our 32nd Presi-
dent, Franklin Delano Roosevelt; ac-
tors Tom Cruise and Michael J. Fox;
scientist Albert Einstein; and dis-
ability rights activists such as Justin
Dart and Chicago’s own Marca Bristo,
to name just a few. Disability Pride
Day acknowledges the contributions of
all Americans with disabilities.

To make this great nation’s promise
of equality and freedom a reality for
people with disabilities, Congress has
protected the civil rights of individuals
with disabilities through landmark
Federal legislation such as the Reha-
bilitation Act, the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act and the
Americans with Disabilities Act.

Eighteen years ago this week, on
July 26, the Americans with Disabil-
ities Act was signed into law, prohib-
iting discrimination against individ-
uals with disabilities in employment,
education, government services, public
accommodations, telecommunications
and transportation.
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The ADA has fundamentally changed
the landscape of this country, pro-
viding equal opportunity for individ-
uals with disabilities and improving
access to all aspects of life in our com-
munities.

Despite these efforts, we still have a
long way to go. According to a national
survey in 2004, people with disabilities
live in poverty at a rate three times
the national average. Also, people with
disabilities are twice as likely to strug-
gle with inadequate transportation,
and only 35 percent of working-age
Americans with disabilities are em-
ployed full or part time.

In the face of these challenges, cele-
brating Disability Pride Day reminds
us that disability is not an abnormal,
flawed condition, but, rather, as stated
in the Developmental Disabilities Act,
that ‘‘disability is a natural and nor-
mal part of the human experience.”
Human diversity should be embraced
and encouraged, as it represents one of
the core values of an empowered na-
tion.

H. Res. 1355 promotes this belief in
human diversity, acknowledging that
all people, including those with disabil-
ities, should be guaranteed the right to
receive a quality education, to be pro-
ductive members of our workforce, to
raise families, to exert control and
choice over their own lives, and to have
equal opportunity to access and par-
ticipate in all facets of life.

This resolution invites the Nation to
join in celebrating the pride, the power
and the potential of people with dis-
abilities by celebrating Disability
Pride Day, and it urges all public offi-
cials and the general public to honor
Americans with disabilities by edu-
cating ourselves on ways to support
and encourage understanding of per-
sons with disabilities.

Finally, H. Res. 1356 commends the
organizers of the City of Chicago’s
Fifth Annual Disability Pride Parade
for their work on the disability pride
activities planned for July 26, 2008, and
their efforts to raise disability aware-
ness.

I once again express my support for
H. Res. 1355, and I urge all of my col-
leagues to support this resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, today there are approxi-
mately 51 million Americans living
with one or more disabilities. This
means approximately 18 percent of
Americans report having one or more
disabilities, which may include phys-
ical impairment, sensory impairment,
cognitive or intellectual impairment,
mental disorder or various types of
chronic disease.
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Without the contributions of Ameri-
cans with disabilities we would be
without some of our best athletes, art-
ists, and most brilliant minds.

Jim Abbott, the only person in Major
League Baseball to be born with one
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hand, has thrown a no-hitter and has
won Olympic gold. Patty Duke, who
was diagnosed with manic-depressive
disorder, won three Emmy Awards for
made-for-television movies and is a na-
tionally recognized actress. Stephen
Hawking, who was diagnosed with
ALS, is one of the premier physicists in
the world.

One-legged downhill skiers have been
clocked during sporting events going
more than 70 miles an hour. Authors
without limbs have written best-selling
novels. Blind violinists have played in
Carnegie Hall. And the list goes on and
on.

Americans with disabilities have con-
tributed to America’s culture and soci-
ety in ways many of us with lesser
challenges could not dream of. House
Resolution 1355 recognizes the designa-
tion of Disability Pride Day, and urges
everyone to honor Americans with dis-
abilities.

I’m happy to join my colleague, Rep-
resentative DANNY DAVIS of Illinois, in
support of this resolution and ask my
colleagues to do the same.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
want to thank the gentlelady from
North Carolina for her comments, and
I appreciate her work with us on this
resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
DAvVIS) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 1355.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

HONORING THE LIFE AND ACCOM-
PLISHMENTS OF KATHERINE
DUNHAM

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 655) honoring
the life and accomplishments of Kath-
erine Dunham, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 655

Whereas Katherine Dunham, a pioneering
dancer and choreographer, author, and civil
rights activist was born on June 22, 1909, and
passed away on May 21, 2006, at the age of 96;

Whereas, at the age of 12, Katherine
Dunham wrote her first published short
story in a magazine edited by W.E.B. DuBois;

Whereas, as class poet in high school,
Katherine Dunham wrote a memoir entitled
““A Touch of Innocence’’;

Whereas, in the 1930s, Katherine Dunham
revolutionized American dance by incor-
porating the roots of Black dance and ritual
to develop a uniquely different dance form;

Whereas Katherine Dunham received a
bachelor of arts degree in social anthro-
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pology from the University of Chicago, was a
pioneer in the use of folk and ethnic choreog-
raphy, and was one of the founders of the an-
thropological dance movement;

Whereas Katherine Dunham used her dance
and choreography career and public status to
draw attention to the civil rights movement
and the issue of segregation;

Whereas, in 1930, Katherine Dunham
brought African and Caribbean influences to
the European-dominated dance world by
founding Les Ballet Negre, one of the first
Black ballet companies in the United States;

Whereas the Negro Dance Group, founded
in 1934, became known as the Katherine
Dunham Dance Company, touring in nearly
60 countries on 6 continents from the 1940s to
the 1960s;

Whereas Katherine Dunham was a dancer,
choreographer, and director on Broadway,
and was the first Black choreographer at the
Metropolitan Opera;

Whereas, in 1945, Katherine Dunham found-
ed the Dunham School of Dance and Theatre
in Manhattan, providing a centralized loca-
tion for students to immerse themselves in
dance technique and study topics in the hu-
manities, languages, ethics, philosophy, and
drama;

Whereas, in 1967, Katherine Dunham left
Broadway and established the Performing
Arts Training Center in East St. Louis, Illi-
nois, to teach culture to underprivileged
youths;

Whereas Katherine Dunham taught dance,
African hair braiding and woodcarving, con-
versational Creole, Spanish, French, and
Swahili, and more traditional subjects, such
as aesthetics and social science, to the
youths of East St. Louis, Illinois;

Whereas Katherine Dunham founded the
Katherine Dunham Centers for Arts and Hu-
manities in the late 1960s, and the Katherine
Dunham Museum and Children’s Workshop
in 1977;

Whereas, in 1992, Katherine Dunham went
on a 47-day hunger strike to call attention to
the plight of the Haitians, thereby helping to
shift public opinion on United States rela-
tions with the Republic of Haiti and precipi-
tating the return of the first democratically
elected president of the Republic of Haiti;

Whereas Katherine Dunham has received
over 10 honorary doctorates and numerous
other awards, including the Presidential
Medal of Arts, Albert Schweitzer Music
Award, the Kennedy Center Honors, the
French Legion of Honor, and the NAACP
Lifetime Achievement Award;

Whereas Katherine Dunham was an activ-
ist, teacher, dancer, and mentor to young
people throughout the world; and

Whereas with the death of Katherine
Dunham on May 21, 2006, in New York City,
the United States lost a prolific and premier
artist and humanitarian: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives honors the life and accomplishments of
Katherine Dunham and recognizes Katherine
Dunham’s immeasurable contributions to
the arts and all of humanity.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. DAvVIs) and the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that Members
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
sert extraneous material on H. Res. 655,
as amended.
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