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purposes, had come to no resolution
thereon.

———
0 2030

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote is objected to under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken tomorrow.

————

RECOGNIZING AND CELEBRATING
THE 20TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
NATIONAL BLACK ARTS FES-
TIVAL

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 1286) recog-
nizing and celebrating the 20th anni-
versary of the National Black Arts Fes-
tival.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 1286

Whereas the National Black Arts Festival
(NBAF) is a nonprofit cultural institution
based in Atlanta, Georgia, that celebrates
the artistic contributions of people of Afri-
can descent and their impact on world cul-
tures;

Whereas the mission of the NBAF is to en-
gage, cultivate, and educate diverse audi-
ences about the arts and cultures of the Afri-
can Diaspora and provide opportunities for
artistic and creative expression;

Whereas the NBAF was founded in 1987
after a study commissioned by the Fulton
County Arts Council found an unmet need
for a festival celebrating and advancing the
work of black artists;

Whereas the study provided compelling
reasons why the Atlanta community was the
right place for such a festival, which led
local government and civic leaders to help
establish the NBAF and present the first
summer festival in 1988;

Whereas, in July 1988, the 10-day event
served as the country’s first-ever summer
festival featuring hundreds of artists of Afri-
can descent, where 500,000 attendees took
part in a triumphant celebration of African
art, music, and culture;

Whereas, over the last 20 years, the NBAF
has connected with people of all ages and
races and celebrated diversity while striking
a common chord that resonated with all
Americans like no other festival or pre-
senting arts organization;

Whereas the organization has evolved into
a year-round cultural institution dedicated
to serving artists, audiences, teachers, and
students by providing opportunities for ar-
tistic and creative expression and sponsoring
educational and humanities programs to
deepen historical and cultural under-
standing;

Whereas the NBAF has a global perspec-
tive, celebrating the contributions of people
of African descent and their impact on world
cultures, as well as recognizing the great di-
versity of the African diaspora throughout
the world;
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Whereas festival programming is carefully
chosen to ensure that ‘‘three generations are
at the table”, recognizing the need to appeal
to a broad range of ages;

Whereas the mission of the NBAF has
given the organization a clear focus and un-
derstanding of its niche, which has allowed
the NBAF to succeed locally and nationally;

Whereas dedicated volunteers, consistently
high quality work, and continued support
from the funding community has enabled the
NBAF to stand above its peers;

Whereas the NBAF adds a unique and nec-
essary dimension to Atlanta’s cultural land-
scape as one of the city’s leading art institu-
tions;

Whereas the NBAF has touched more than
5,000,000 people through music, dance, the-
ater, film, visual arts, literary arts, and fam-
ily events over the past 2 decades;

Whereas the NBAF has become the premier
festival of its kind in the United States; and

Whereas the 20th anniversary of the first
summer festival provides an occasion to
honor the importance of the NBAF in its cul-
tural fabric of greater Atlanta and all of
America: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) recognizes the important role that arts
and arts education plays in the lives of mil-
lions of Americans;

(2) recognizes the continuing contributions
and influence of African-American art work
to America’s cultural life;

(3) urges all citizens to support efforts to
strengthen artistic training and appreciation
in schools; and

(4) recognizes the 20th anniversary of the
National Black Arts Festival.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. DAVIS) and the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
request 5 legislative days during which
Members may revise and extend their
remarks and insert extraneous mate-
rial on H. Res. 1286 into the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I might con-
sume.

I rise today in support of H. Res. 1286,
which recognizes the contributions of
African American artwork to the
United States. African Americans use
dance, music, visual arts, theater and
variations of these art forms to express
their cultural heritage and personal
identity. The annual National Black
Arts Festival based in Atlanta, Geor-
gia, celebrates the artistic contribu-
tions of people of African descent to
the rest of the world.

After a study in 1987 commissioned
by the Fulton County Arts Council, the
local agency unveiled a need to com-
memorate the artistic accomplish-
ments of the African diaspora. In 1988,
the first National Black Arts Festival
took place in Atlanta, Georgia.

Today the festival lasts 10 days and
includes major events like the Pan Af-
rican Film Festival, which is the Na-
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tion’s largest event dedicated to show-
ing black films. It will also include a
dance tribute to Judith Jamison,
Oprah Winfrey’s presentation of ‘“The
Color Purple,” creative conversations
with Cornell West and Alice Walker
and a jubilant musical evening with
Gladys Knight. The festival is full of
performances, speaker series, visual
arts and a number of student and fam-
ily programs.

NBAF has evolved into a year-round
cultural institution dedicated to serv-
ing artists, audiences, teachers and
students by providing opportunities for
artistic and creative expression and
sponsoring an educational and human-
ities program. Every year there is a
summer institute, an African American
history elementary quiz bowl, and a
children’s education village for the
youth to learn about African American
history.

Black artists have influenced his-
tory, education and culture, and Afri-
can Americans continue to make in-
strumental contributions to all facets
of art. Within their organization,
NBAF organizes pieces of black art to
educate and entertain fans of African
American talent. NBAF helps educate
the Nation about components of black
culture by hosting such an extensive
program in Atlanta. We therefore rec-
ognize the contribution of the organi-
zation as well as acknowledge the num-
ber of black artists affecting our Na-
tion.

Once again I express my support for
the National Black Arts Festival and
urge all of my colleagues to support
this resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

I rise today in support of House Reso-
lution 1286, recognizing and celebrating
the 20th anniversary of the National
Black Arts Festival.

The National Black Arts Festival
was founded in 1987 after the Fulton
County Arts Council commissioned a
study to explore the feasibility of cre-
ating a festival dedicated to cele-
brating and advancing the work of art-
ists of African descent. The study pro-
vided compelling reasons why the At-
lanta community was the right place
for such a festival, and with Fulton
County government as the major spon-
sor, joined by additional corporate and
foundation sponsors, the Festival’s
first biannual summer festival was held
in 1988.

The 10-day event served as the coun-
try’s first-ever summer festival fea-
turing hundreds of artists of African
descent. Half a million attendees took
part in a triumphant celebration of Af-
rican art, music and culture.

Over the last 20 years, artist and
attendees alike have come to expect
emerging and renowned artists to grace
the stages and exhibit spaces of the
city; collectors look eagerly to the art-
ists’ market for the next opportunity
to buy from some of the best artists in
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the country; film fans flock to the
screenings of known and unknown
work; and concert halls are filled with
the voices and instruments of those
who are considered to be the best in
jazz, gospel, R&B and everything in be-
tween.

As the festival established itself as
one of the most important festivals in
the world presenting the art and cul-
ture of the African diaspora, it seized
the opportunity to expand the year-
round educational and humanities pro-
gramming in addition to hosting the
festival every year.

The NBAF connects with people of
all ages and races and celebrates diver-
sity, while striking a common chord
that resonates with all Americans like
no other festival or arts organization.
The festival is a cultural institution
dedicated to serving artists, audiences,
teachers and students by providing op-
portunities for artistic and creative ex-
pression and sponsoring educational
and humanities programs to deepen
historical and cultural understanding
of African and African American cul-
ture.

To date, the NBAF has touched over
5 million people and is one of the pre-
mier festivals in the world. Today we
honor it for its 20 years of dedicated
service to the arts and education in the
greater Atlantic area as well as to the
country.

I urge all of my colleagues to support
this resolution.

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | would
like to thank the Education and Labor Com-
mittee and the Majority Leader and his staff
for their help in bringing this bill to the floor.

Today | rise to honor and celebrate the 20th
anniversary of the National Black Arts Festival.
This wonderful festival is taking place right
now in my district—the 5th Congressional Dis-
trict of Georgia.

Each year, Atlanta welcomes thousands of
visitors, artists, and performers who come
from across the country and all over the World
to take part in the National Black Arts Festival.

The two week festival is an incredible show-
case of the arts and cultures of the African Di-
aspora.

The National Black Arts Festival has be-
come a leader in arts-education in Atlanta,
and across the country organizing special art
events for students, including the African
American History Quiz Bowl, professional de-
velopment courses for teachers, and inter-
national trips to experience foreign art first
hand.

The year-long education programs of the
National Black Arts Festival help open the
eyes of our young people to sculpture, and
painting, to music and writing. It opens win-
dows to the world.

We must reach more students, and more
teachers, from around the country and around
the world.

| am proud of what the National Black Arts
Festival has accomplished over the last 20
years. The sky is the limit for this wonderful
organization, led by its talented Executive Pro-
ducer Stephanie Hughley.

| ask my colleagues to join me today to cel-
ebrate the National Black Arts Festival, and
the rich artistic history and diversity of the Afri-
can Diaspora throughout the world.
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| am so proud to have the National Black
Arts Festival in my district and | look forward
to its continued success.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
have no further requests for time, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
DAvVIS) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 1286.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR DES-
IGNATION OF DISABILITY PRIDE
DAY

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 1355) expressing
support for designation of Disability
Pride Day and recognizing that all peo-
ple, including those living with disabil-
ities, have the right, responsibility,
and ability to be active, contributing
members of our society and fully en-
gaged as citizens.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. REs. 1355

Whereas all people, including those with
disabilities, should be guaranteed the right
to receive a quality education, to be produc-
tive members of our workforce, to raise fam-
ilies, to exert control and choice over their
own lives, and to have equal opportunity to
access and participate in all facets of life;

Whereas having a disability should be seen
as a natural part of human diversity;

Whereas many people with disabilities
share a cultural experience and history;

Whereas 18 years ago, on July 26, 1990, the
Americans with Disabilities Act was signed
into law, ending discrimination against and
providing equal opportunity for persons with
disabilities in employment, education, gov-
ernment services, public accommodations,
commercial facilities, and transportation;

Whereas in spite of the recent efforts to re-
store the intent of the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act, people with disabilities con-
tinue to face tremendous challenges in our
society that test their resolve sociologically,
emotionally, and psychologically, as well as
face negative cultural assumptions based on
fears and myths that need to be eliminated
and replaced with presumptions of com-
petence, strength, and individual worth;

Whereas July 26, 2008, is the City of Chi-
cago’s bth Annual Disability Pride Parade, a
celebration that will seek to educate and
change the way that people think about and
define those with disabilities by promoting
the belief that disability is a natural and
beautiful part of human diversity in which
people living with disabilities can take pride;
and

Whereas July 26, 2008, would be an appro-
priate day to designate as Disability Pride
Day: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of Dis-
ability Pride Day;
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(2) acknowledges the efforts of the City of
Chicago’s 5th Annual Disability Pride Pa-
rade organizers to raise awareness con-
cerning the value of people with disabilities;

(3) invites the Nation to join in celebrating
the pride, the power, and the potential of
people with disabilities by celebrating Dis-
ability Pride Day; and

(4) urges public officials and the general
public to honor Americans with disabilities
by educating themselves on ways to support
and encourage understanding of persons with
disabilities in our schools, within our diverse
workforce, as well as in our communities.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. DAVIS) and the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
request 5 legislative days during which
Members may revise and extend their
remarks and insert extraneous mate-
rial on H. Res. 1355 into the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I might con-
sume.

I rise today in support of H. Res. 1355,
which designates July 26, 2008, as Dis-
ability Pride Day and recognizes that
all people, including those living with
disabilities, have the right, responsi-
bility and ability to be active, contrib-
uting members of our society, and fully
engaged as citizens.

Over 54 million Americans have one
or more disabilities. That translates
into approximately one in five Ameri-
cans who have a disability. The number
of individuals with disabilities con-
tinues to increase with advances in
medicine and technology, as well as
with our aging population.

People with disabilities represent the
Nation’s largest minority. There are
many famous and influential Ameri-
cans with disabilities. Our 32nd Presi-
dent, Franklin Delano Roosevelt; ac-
tors Tom Cruise and Michael J. Fox;
scientist Albert Einstein; and dis-
ability rights activists such as Justin
Dart and Chicago’s own Marca Bristo,
to name just a few. Disability Pride
Day acknowledges the contributions of
all Americans with disabilities.

To make this great nation’s promise
of equality and freedom a reality for
people with disabilities, Congress has
protected the civil rights of individuals
with disabilities through landmark
Federal legislation such as the Reha-
bilitation Act, the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act and the
Americans with Disabilities Act.

Eighteen years ago this week, on
July 26, the Americans with Disabil-
ities Act was signed into law, prohib-
iting discrimination against individ-
uals with disabilities in employment,
education, government services, public
accommodations, telecommunications
and transportation.
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