July 17, 2008

NATIONAL PETROLEUM RESERVE

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Today my colleagues on
the other side of the aisle are bringing
up legislation promoting drilling in the
National Petroleum Reserve, a large
desolate tract of land to the west of
ANWR in Alaska. It is nice that they
finally acknowledge we need to access
more of our own energy resources right
here at home. But I do find it strange
that they are willing to advocate drill-
ing in the National Petroleum Reserve,
which was originally set aside for the
use of our military in an emergency,
yet they continue to oppose o0il explo-
ration in ANWR.

The National Reserve contains about
440 barrels of oil per acre, compared to
ANWR’s 5,475 barrels per acre. The Na-
tional Reserve’s oil and gas fields are
more than 250 miles from existing pipe-
line infrastructure, compared to
ANWR’s 75-mile distance. The National
Reserve’s oil and gas fields are spread
out over 23 million acres, compared to
1.9 million acres in ANWR.

It is strange that my colleagues, who
are supposed to be more environ-
mentally conscious, would wish to drill
for oil that is more spread out and will
require a much larger footprint to ac-
cess instead of using the more con-
centrated oil and natural gas resources
in ANWR.

———

DRILL ACT PROMOTES DRILLING
ON 311 MILLION ACRES OF OPEN
LAND

(Mr. CARNAHAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. CARNAHAN. Mr. Speaker, with
high gas prices crippling the American
economy, this country needs a long-
term energy plan to lower gas prices,
make America more secure, create
green jobs, and reduce global warming.

House Democrats support responsible
drilling as part of our comprehensive
strategy, but many Republicans in
Washington say we need to do more
drilling in our pristine oceans and wil-
derness areas, even though 300 million
acres of public land, more than three
times the size of California, are already
open for leasing. They want us to give
more public land to Big Oil, even
though 68 million acres of land are al-
ready leased and not being developed.

Today, the House will consider the
DRILL Act. I urge my colleagues to
join us in passing this vital legislation
that will speed up development of
NPRA, require Big Oil to use the land
they have leased or lose it, and ban for-
eign export of Alaskan oil to ensure
our oil stays in America.

Mr. Speaker, this is commonsense
legislation that does exactly what
many are asking for, more drilling. So
why don’t they support a bill that re-
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quires Big 0il to drill and not just
stockpile more leases?
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A START TO LOWERING GAS
PRICES

(Mr. BOUSTANY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BOUSTANY. Mr. Speaker, this
week the President took a small but
important step to lowering the price at
the pump for American families. Lift-
ing his ban on Outer Continental Shelf
energy exploration was the right thing
to do, and I applaud him for it. Now,
Congress must act.

We can help increase American sup-
ply, lower the price at the pump, and
create good American jobs. The ball’s
in our court. Will Congress listen to
our constituents who are struggling
with tough decisions about where and
when they can drive? Or will congres-
sional leadership remain beholden to
environmental extremists?

In Louisiana, energy production is
done in a responsible way. After two
devastating hurricanes, employees of
our energy industry worked hard to get
rigs back up and running knowing they
were a very important part of our re-
covery efforts. OCS does not represent
a magic bullet. However, it’s one piece
of a responsible comprehensive energy
plan to lower the price at the pump. In-
novative technology, better conserva-
tion, and new fuels are critical, too. So
let’s start all of them. What is holding
us up? By harnessing all of America’s
vast resources and genius, we can give
Americans, in the short term and long
term, a good energy policy.

Let’s do the responsible thing. Let’s
have a comprehensive energy policy.

————

CHOICE AND FREEDOM IN OIL
ADDICTION

(Mr. INSLEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, slavery in
this country did not end in the 1860s. It
still exists because we all are still
enslaved by oil. It is an addiction.
George Bush himself said we are ad-
dicted to oil. But his answer is to in-
crease the addiction, to go back to the
dealer just for one more stick of the
needle. That is not a long-term energy
supply response to this crisis.

Americans need a choice of new en-
ergy supplies beyond oil, which is the
only way to break this addiction,
which is the only way to drive down
price, which is the only way to have an
alternative to oil.

I had in my office yesterday the
Interdale Company, building one of the
first lithium ion batteries, and the
A123 Battery Company; they are going
to provide the battery for the GM-
VOLT. We have to provide freedom
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from this oil addiction by having a pol-
icy that gives Americans choice of new
electric cars, new algae-based biofuels.
That’s a vision for choice and freedom
in this country. That’s what we should
be doing. And we will be starting
today.

——————

CONSEQUENCES OF FOREIGN OIL

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, our Nation’s economic and
national security is being threatened
by our continued reliance on foreign
oil. The pain at the pump is having a
terrible impact on the wallets of Amer-
ican families. Simultaneously, we are
sending billions of dollars overseas to
buy the foreign oil we pay far too much
for here at home.

Exploration of American oil and nat-
ural gas right here at home means we
can rely less on unstable regimes and
break the monopoly of foreign oil. The
more American-made energy we use
means less of our money going to line
the pockets of dictators like Hugo Cha-
vez of Venezuela. We have the re-
sources and the technology to get these
resources in an environmentally sound
way.

We must face the fact there are real
consequences to congressional inaction
just as there would be substantial ben-
efits to adopting an all-of-the-above
energy policy, which I and many of my
Republican colleagues support.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th.

————

BIG OIL IS NOT DRILLING

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DEFAZIO. Back when George
Bush was elected in 2001, gas was $1.48
a gallon, and we imported 52 percent of
our oil. Today, gas is $4.39 a gallon in
my district, and we’re importing 58
percent of our oil. In the meantime,
what’s been done?

Well, we adopted the Republican en-
ergy plan, formulated in secret by DICK
CHENEY—yet another oilman along
with George Bush—and some people
say, Well, it’s not working. I think it’s
working. Record profits for the oil in-
dustry and their friends, $5651 billion
since George Bush took office and more
dependence on imported oil from Saudi
Arabia and other friends of the Presi-
dent.

We need a new energy policy in this
country, and we’re striking out in that
direction. We’ve already passed new
mandates for fuel efficiency. We tried
to move us towards renewables. But we
need some interim supply. That’s why
we have the DRILL Act up today. We
need interim supply, but Big Oil is sit-
ting on leases that can access 80 per-
cent of our estimated reserves in Alas-
ka and the Outer Continental Shelf,
and they’re not drilling it.
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