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the success of African-Americans is attributed
to Wayne and Minnie Cox. Both descendants
of parents who were former slaves, through
their ability to penetrate barriers, promote
progress, and instill pride as educators, bank-
ers, entrepreneurs, real estate investors, and
political activists, exemplify remarkable cour-
age, wisdom and tenacity.

United in matrimony October 31, 1889,
Wayne and Minnie Cox had one daughter,
Ethel Grant Cox. The Coxes acquired thou-
sands of acres of land and ranked among the
wealthiest of the race in Mississippi. Their
spacious home sat on some five acres of land
in the white section of town. As premier sup-
porters of the business enterprises of blacks in
the state, they sold homes to hundreds of Afri-
can Americans on terms that would not have
been possible if they were dealing with people
who had no interest in them.

Today, a street in Indianola named in their
honor, Cox Street, bears their name. Also, the
city’s most popular park, Cox Park, located
within minutes of the business district at
Faisonia Avenue and West Gresham Street in
Indianola, is named in their honor. Minnie Cox
died in 1933.

Mr. Speaker, | stand here today to in strong
support of this resolution and urge Congress
to pass this legislation renaming the Post Of-
fice in Indianola, MS, after the first African-
American postmistress, Mrs. Minnie Cox.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
would urge passage of this resolution
and yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
DAvis) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4010.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

RECOGNIZING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE CROSSING OF THE
NORTH POLE BY THE USS ‘“NAU-
TILUS”

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 1067) recognizing
the 50th anniversary of the crossing of
the North Pole by the USS Nautilus
(SSN 571) and its significance in the
history of both our Nation and the
world.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 1067

Whereas the USS Nautilus (SSN 571), built
and launched at Electric Boat in Groton,
Connecticut, on January 21, 1954, was the
first vessel in the world to be powered by nu-
clear power;

Whereas the USS Nautilus overcame ex-
treme difficulties of navigation and maneu-
verability while submerged under the polar
ice, and became the first vessel to cross the
geographic North Pole on August 3, 1958;

Whereas the USS Nautilus continued on her
voyage and became the first vessel to suc-
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cessfully navigate a course across the top of
the world;

Whereas the USS Nautilus, having claimed
this historic milestone and returned home to
Naval Submarine Base New London, contin-
ued to establish a series of naval records in
her distinguished 25-year career, including
being the first submarine to journey ‘20,000
leagues under the sea’’;

Whereas the USS Nautilus completed these
significant and laudable achievements dur-
ing a critical phase of the Cold War, pro-
viding a source of inspiration for Americans
and raising the hopes of the Free World;

Whereas the USS Nautilus was the first
naval vessel in peacetime to receive the
Presidential Unit Citation for its meri-
torious efforts in crossing the North Pole;

Whereas Commander William R. Anderson
of the United States Navy was awarded the
Legion of Merit for his role in commanding
the USS Nautilus during its historic voyage;

Whereas the USS Nautilus and its contribu-
tion to world history was praised by a range
of American Presidents, including President
Harry Truman, President Dwight D. Eisen-
hower, President Lyndon B. Johnson, Presi-
dent Jimmy Carter, and President Bill Clin-
ton; and

Whereas President Eisenhower described
the voyage to the North Pole as a ‘‘magnifi-
cent achievement” from which ‘‘the entire
free world would benefit’’: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) recognizes the historic significance of
the journey to the North Pole undertaken by
the USS Nautilus;

(2) commends the officers and crew of the
USS Nautilus on the 50th anniversary of their
magnificent achievement;

(3) recognizes the importance of the USS
Nautilus’ journey to the North Pole as not
only a military and scientific accomplish-
ment, but also in confirming America’s long-
standing interest in this vital region of the
world;

(4) commends the role of the USS Nautilus
and the United States Submarine Force in
protecting the interests of the free world
during the Cold War; and

(b) supports the continuing role of the
United States Submarine Force in defending
our Nation in the 21st century.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Connecticut (Mr. COURTNEY) and the
gentleman from Alabama (Mr. ROGERS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Connecticut.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks on the
resolution under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Connecticut?

There was no objection.

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, as the author of House
Resolution 1067, I rise today in strong
support, which honors an important
anniversary not only to my district but
to our Navy and our country.

In June 1958, the USS Nautilus (SSN
571), the world’s first nuclear-powered
submarine, departed Seattle, Oregon,
as part of a top secret operation called
Operation Sunshine. Unknown to many
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at the time, the Nautilus was embark-
ing on a historic mission that took it
on a course north to the arctic ice cap.
At 11:15 p.m. on August 3, 1958, the boat
became the first vessel to cross the ge-
ographic North Pole when Commander
William  Anderson, Nautilus’ com-
manding officer, announced to his
crew: ‘“‘For the world, our country, and
the Navy—the North Pole.”

This historic crossing of 90 North
took place at a critical time in our Na-
tion’s history: the Cold War was heat-
ing up; the Soviet Union had seemingly
laid claim to space with the launch of
Sputnik; and many Americans and
many around the world were looking
for something to rally around, a sign
that we were not ceding big ideas and
notable achievements to others. Nau-
tilus’ sonar man, Al Charette, one of
my constituents, described their jour-
ney as an effort to out-Sputnik the
Russians and they did it.

Few on board the Nautilus realized
the scope of their achievement. They
were simply sailors doing their job and
doing it well. However, on reaching the
North Pole, the Nautilus clearly dem-
onstrated our undersea superiority and
opened the region to decades of sci-
entific research and exploration.

The crossing of the North Pole was
praised by numerous world leaders at
the time, being described by President
Eisenhower as a magnificent achieve-
ment from which the entire free world
would benefit. A ticker tape parade was
held in honor of the crew in New York
City. The Nautilus became the first
naval vessel in peacetime to receive
the Presidential Unit Citation for its
meritorious efforts in crossing the
North Pole, and Commander William
R. Anderson was awarded the Legion of
Merit.

In the 50 years since, the United
States Navy and Coast Guard have re-
peatedly followed in the footsteps of
this historic voyage. Dozens of U.S.
submarines, in addition to specially
fitted vessels and general aircraft of
the United States Coast Guard, have
journeyed to the top of the world in
service to their country and to rein-
force our Arctic presence. These sub-
marines and their intrepid crews have
broken through the surface, charted
new courses, and expanded our knowl-
edge of the Arctic.

I myself have had the unique oppor-
tunity to see this work firsthand when
I traveled aboard the USS Alexandria, a
Groton-based submarine, to observe
the 2007 Ice Exercises in the Arctic Cir-
cle. While the technology and capabili-
ties of our submarines has changed in
the 50 years since the Nautilus’ journey,
the unmatched skill, the dedication
and the talent of our submariners con-
tinues to allow our Nation to retain an
important presence in this critical part
of the world.

I just want to add, Mr. Speaker, hav-
ing the opportunity again to be on-
board a submarine under the ice just
reinforces to me anyway the incredible
accomplishment of the Nautilus. At
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the time, scientific opinion believed
that it was physically impossible for a
submarine to pass under the North
Pole because of blockages by the ice
and the shifting movements of the ice
under the North Pole. This was a vessel
which was completely and utterly
alone at the time. If there was any ac-
cident, if there was any problem, basi-
cally they were completely on their
own and had no means of any type of
rescue or support.

Built and launched at Electric Boat
in Groton, Connecticut, on January 21,
1954, the Nautilus was the first vessel in
the world to be powered by nuclear
power. After claiming their historic
milestone at 90 North and returning
home to Naval Base New London, the
Nautilus continued to establish a series
of naval records in her distinguished
2b-year career, including being the first
submarine to journey 20,000 leagues
under the sea.

The history and legacy of the Nau-
tilus is not the only meaningful story
to my congressional district but to the
entire submarine force and to our Na-
tion. Today, the Nautilus proudly
serves as a museum where visitors
from around the world come to learn
about both her history-making service
to our country and the role of the sub-
marine force in securing our Nation.
The Nautilus truly helped set the tone
as the standard bearer for the sub-
marine force, and achievements like
the crossing of 90 North both proved
the capabilities of our Nation at a crit-
ical time in our history and raised the
bar for all who came after her.

Too often the critical achievements
of our submarine force, our silent serv-
ice, go unnoticed. The resolution today
rightfully honors not only the officers
and crew of the Nautilus but all those
who played a part in her success, from
the highest levels of our government,
to the countless support ships and per-
sonnel who helped her along the way,
and finally, the talented workforce at
Electric Boat who gave us the first and
finest submarine in our history.

I would like to enter two articles
from the New London Day into the
RECORD, one highlighting the opening
of the new exhibit at the Submarine
Force Museum in Groton and an edi-
torial praising the achievements of the
Nautilus and her crew.
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I will also enter into the RECORD at a
later date a list of the crew who jour-
neyed to 90 North so that their names
will be tied to the historic achieve-
ments in today’s resolution.

I want to thank the Commander of
the naval submarine base in New Lon-
don, Captain Mark Ginda, who first
planted the idea for this resolution in
my staff’s mind. And in addition, since
I introduced H. Res. 1067, my office has
received nearly 50 e-mails from individ-
uals all across the country who served
or whose loved ones served aboard the
Nautilus’ journey to 90 North. I want to
thank them for their comments and
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their strong support. In particular, I
want to thank Captain Anderson’s
widow, who I met at the Farragut
Square anniversary service for the sub-
marine force earlier this year, who was
just an incredibly gracious, wonderful
person who has done everything that
she can to make sure that the memory
of this incredible achievement is
brought forth to young people all
across the country and is a strong sup-
porter of our Navy.

And most especially, I want to recog-
nize the veterans of the Nautilus’ jour-
ney to 90 North that I am privileged to
represent here in Congress. We are all
proud of them and the legacy they have
established for our submarine force and
our Nation.

H. Res. 1067 is a much-deserved rec-
ognition of the important role the sub-
marine force plays in the security of
our Nation, and I urge its passage.

[From the New London Day, June 30, 2008]

50 YEARS LATER, “NAUTILUS” CREW STILL
FEELS IT COULD REPEAT POLAR FEAT
(By Jennifer Grogan)

GROTON.—Former USS Nautilus crew mem-
bers say it does not seem like 50 years have
passed since they made their historic cross-
ing of the North Pole under the ice cap, and
that if the Navy would kindly give them an-
other nuclear power plant, they could man
their ship and head back out to sea.

“When you first join the Navy and look
forward to 20 years and retirement, you say,
‘That’s forever.” I put 28 in and it seems like
it all happened just yesterday,” said Al
Charette, a sonarman on board for the North
Pole trip. “Every time we have a reunion,
the crew thinks we should go out and get
that ship underway. We’'re ready. We’re still
a crew.”’

“We remember each little feature of rig-
ging it for dive. We feel very confident we
could do that again,” said Jack Kurrus, an
engineman also on the trip. “Wouldn’t it be
nice to go to sea one more time?”’

Nautilus (SSN 571) left Pearl Harbor, Ha-
waii, on July 23, 1958, under top-secret orders
to conduct Operation Sunshine, the first
crossing of the North Pole by a ship. About
10 months earlier, the Soviet Union had
launched the first artificial satellite into
space.

“We wanted to out-Sputnik the Russians,”
Charette said.

The crew of 116 men reached the North
Pole at 11:15 p.m. on Aug. 3, 1958. They re-
ceived the Presidential Unit Citation, the
first ever issued in peacetime.

Charette, Kurrus and another former crew
member, Joe Degnan, were at the U.S. Navy
Submarine Force Museum Friday for the un-
veiling of a new exhibit that commemorates
the 50th anniversary of their voyage. The ex-
hibit, which includes artifacts and pre-
viously unpublished color images, runs
through March 2009.

The successful 1958 trip was not the Nau-
tilus’ first attempt to cross from the Pacific
to the Atlantic over the top of the world.

The crew was in the Arctic a year earlier
to see how the submarine would operate
under the ice. When the ship lost power to
its gyrocompasses, Cmdr. William R. Ander-
son gave the order to turn back because
there was no way to fix the ship’s position.

“We spent 72 hours trying to find our way
out and that was really, really scary,”
Kurrus said.

Nautilus visited the Pacific in 1958, under
the cover of teaching those in the Pacific
Fleet about nuclear submarines. The sub-
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marine headed to the North Pole but encoun-
tered heavy ice and shallow water on the
way. At one point, the 320-foot submarine
had just a few feet of water over its sail and
about 20 feet below the keel.

The crew returned to Pearl Harbor and
waited a month for the ice to break up and
melt before making another attempt to go to
Portland, England, by way of the North Pole.

Kenneth Carr, who was then a lieutenant
and later retired as a vice admiral, said it
was ‘‘pretty routine on board” as they
neared 90 degrees North on Aug. 3, 1958.

Carr said he asked the scientist on the
trip, ‘“how will we know we crossed the
pole?”” Dr. Waldo K. Lyon pointed to a ma-
chine with a green dot going around in a cir-
cle.

‘“‘He said the dot would stop and go in the
other direction, and it did,” Carr said. ‘It
wasn’t anything dramatic.”

Once the Nautilus surfaced, Anderson sent
a message to the Navy—‘‘Nautilus 90 North.”’

“I'm not sure we really appreciated the
depth of what had just happened, and I think
it was a long time before any of us realized
it,” Charette said. ‘“All we knew was when
we ended up in England, everyone and their
brother wanted an autograph.”’

Those on board nicknamed themselves
PANOPOSs, an acronym from the phrase from
the Pacific to the Atlantic via the North
Pole. A “Welcome Home PANOPOs’ banner
is one of the artifacts on display in the new
exhibit. Sarah Martin, who works at the
Naval Submarine Base, was the graphic de-
signer for the exhibit.

Several events are planned at the museum
leading up to the anniversary, including a
book signing and lecture by Alfred McLaren
about the USS Queenfish on July 12 and by
Don Keith about the Nautilus on Aug. 2, and
a ceremony on the Nautilus Aug. 3.

The Nautilus Alumni Association is plan-
ning a reunion Sept. 256-28 at the Groton Inn
and Suites.

[From the New London Day, July 9, 2008]

WONDER OF “‘NAUTILUS”

Even after 50 years, the feat of the men
and their boat, USS Nautilus, is astounding.
Crossing the North Pole under the polar ice
cap in a nuclear-powered submarine con-
stituted much more than the single event
itself. The voyage unlocked the tremendous
potential of submersibles powered in a way
that they could travel indefinitely on a mis-
sion. And imaginations soared.

There has followed one generation after
another of nuclear submarines, each more
capable than its predecessors, but the pio-
neering brilliance of Nautilus remains a
marker for naval historians. So, too, does
the relentless pursuit of excellence that
characterized Adm. Hyman G. Rickover’s di-
rection of the Navy’s nuclear power program.

As reporter Jennifer Grogan’s feature
story June 30 revealed, the voyage also cre-
ated an impenetrable bond among the crew
and officers of Nautilus. At the time of the
trip, few in civilian life quite understood the
magnitude of the Nautilus’ accomplishment.
But succeeding classes of submarines have
made clear the almost limitless capabilities
of these boats.

The self-confidence and optimism dis-
played by the veterans in Ms. Grogan’s story
is a modem expression of the morale of the
crew that ventured north in 1958. Those men
and the imagination that conceptualized
their voyage are a credit to the Navy’s
versatility and technical skills.

That is why it is especially fitting that the
Nautilus, open to the public, resides here
next to the Submarine Base, an interesting
naval laboratory for all to see. If you haven’t
yet taken the time to pay a visit, we urge
you to do so.
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Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong
support of House Resolution 1067, rec-
ognizing the 50th anniversary of the
crossing of the North Pole by the USS
Nautilus and its significance in the his-
tory of both our Nation and the world.

I want to commend my colleague on
the House Armed Services Committee,
Representative JOE COURTNEY of Con-
necticut, for sponsoring this important
resolution, as well as the 20 other co-
sponsors, including Representative
ROSCOE BARTLETT, the ranking member
of the Seapower and Expeditionary
Forces Subcommittee.

Submarines have been a central com-
ponent of our Nation’s naval forces for
over a century. Congress authorized
the construction of the Nautilus in July
1951. After merely 26 months of con-
struction, unheard of by today’s stand-
ards, the first nuclear-powered sub-
marine—indeed, the first nuclear-pow-
ered vessel in the world—was commis-
sioned into the United States Navy.
Shortly thereafter, on the morning of
January 17, 1955, Nautilus’ first Com-
manding Officer, Commander Eugene
P. Wilkinson, ordered the boat away
from the pier and signaled the historic
message, “Underway on Nuclear
Power.” From that day forward, Nau-
tilus continued to break all submerged
speed and distance records. This in-
cluded the historic mission to the
North Pole on August 3, 1958.

In honoring the USS Nautilus, I note
that now, just as 50 years ago, both
quality and quantity matter with re-
spect to our naval fleet. Although our
current military conflicts have caused
us to rightly focus on the health of our
ground forces, it is again time for the
Nation to have a strategic outlook on
the future role of our naval forces. We
should do our level best to maintain
our maritime dominance and forward
presence around the globe.

I will conclude by noting that the
USS Nautilus’ journey from the North
Pole is historically significant and a
magnificent scientific and military
achievement. I am proud that the
United States Navy has set an inter-
national standard of excellence.

So, Mr. Speaker, I call upon all
Americans to pause and honor the serv-
ice and sacrifice of not only those
brave Americans who crossed the
North Pole 50 years ago, but all those
who have served and continue to serve
in the defense of our Nation and its
values.

I urge my colleagues to support this
most worthy resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, I want
to thank the gentleman for his strong
support for this measure, and just for
the record indicate that on August 3
the Nautilus Museum will be holding a
formal event to celebrate the 50th an-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

niversary of this, again, incredible sci-
entific and historic achievement by the
U.S. Navy. Again, I just want to salute
the efforts of all those people involved
and urge passage of the resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Connecticut (Mr.
COURTNEY) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 1067.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker,
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

on

————

HONORING THE SERVICE AND SAC-
RIFICE OF THE 101ST AIRBORNE
DIVISION

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 1080) honoring the
extraordinary service and exceptional
sacrifice of the 101st Airborne Division
(Air Assault), known as the Screaming
Eagles, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 1080

Whereas the 101st Airborne Division (Air
Assault), or the Screaming  Eagles,
headquartered in Fort Campbell, Kentucky,
has faithfully answered America’s call for
service since its formation on August 15,
1942;

Whereas the 101st Airborne Division (Air
Assault) defense of Bastogue during World
War II is regarded as one of the great
achievements in United States military his-
tory;

Whereas the 101st Airborne Division (Air
Assault) is the only air assault division in
the world;

Whereas the 101st Airborne Division (Air
Assault) has since deployed tens of thou-
sands of young men and women to Iraq and
Afghanistan no less than three times in sup-
port of the Global War on Terrorism, per-
forming counter-insurgency operations, se-
curing liberty for such nations to deny safe-
haven to terrorists, and helping build a bet-
ter future for such nations;

Whereas over 6,000 Screaming Eagles have
made the ultimate sacrifice and countless
others have been injured in multiple oper-
ations since inception; and

Whereas the 101st Airborne Division (Air
Assault) has recognized its ‘‘rendezvous with
destiny,” serving the Nation in five wars,
with 19 of its members having been awarded
the Medal of Honor: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) recognizes the 101st Airborne Division
(Air Assault), also known as the Screaming
Eagles, as one of the great Divisions in
American military history;

(2) recognizes that America owes a tremen-
dous debt to the 101st Airborne Division (Air
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Assault) for the extraordinary service, sac-
rifice, and patriotism of the soldiers of the
Division and their families; and

(3) acknowledges that the contributions of
the 101st Airborne Division (Air Assault) to
ensure the continued safety and security of
this nation will not go unnoticed.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Connecticut (Mr. COURTNEY) and the
gentleman from Alabama (Mr. ROGERS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Connecticut.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks on the
resolution under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Connecticut?

There was no objection.

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I might consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of House Resolution 1080, honoring the
extraordinary service and exceptional
sacrifice of the 101st Airborne Division,
more commonly known as the Scream-
ing Eagles.

On August 16, 1942, the day the 101st
Airborne Division was activated, Major
General William C. Lee observed that
“The 101st has no history, but it has a
rendezvous with destiny.” Since that
day over 60 years ago, the 101st Air-
borne Division has distinguished itself
time and again.

Currently headquartered at Fort
Campbell, Kentucky, the 101st Air-
borne Division has faithfully answered
America’s call to service and has a dis-
tinguished history as the only air as-
sault division in the world. The divi-
sion cleared the way for the 1st and 4th
Infantry Divisions at Omaha and Utah
Beach on D-day in Normandy.

One of the most notable of the
Screaming Eagles’ achievements was
the defense of Bastogne, Belgium dur-
ing the Battle of the Bulge, where the
division was surrounded by advancing
enemy forces who demanded their im-
mediate surrender. Brigadier General
Anthony McAuliffe 1led the 101st
through the siege, which was broken on
December 26, 1944.

The division again proved its laud-
able skill and courage fighting bitter
battles in Vietnam. The 101st estab-
lished an extraordinary helicopter
force of troops trained and ready for
combat in Vietnam. Dense jungle and
uneven terrain made the use of heli-
copters highly desirable for maneuver-
ability and aided in the Tet Offensive.

The 101st Airborne Division (Air Mo-
bile) was designated the 101st Airborne
Division (Air Assault) in October 1974.
The Screaming Eagles continued their
rendezvous with destiny by faithfully
completing combat missions in the
Middle East, and humanitarian and
peacekeeping missions in Rwanda, So-
malia, Haiti, and in Bosnia. During the
1990 invasion of Kuwait, the division
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