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I urge my colleagues to join me in support 

of this resolution and leave you with the words 
of poet laureate Ron Wilson— 
We give thanks for all that cowboys and cow-

girls do, 
To keep the Cowboy way alive and true. 
So we honor this legacy for the value it will 

employ, 
As we celebrate the National Day of the 

American Cowboy. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I have 

no further speakers, and I thank my 
colleague from South Carolina for sup-
porting this resolution. 

Ms. GIFFORDS. Mr. Speaker, I am proud 
that today the House is considering H. Res. 
984, a resolution I sponsored that officially 
designates July 26, 2008, as the ‘‘National 
Day of the Cowboy.’’ 

Located in beautiful Willcox, Arizona, the 
National Day of the Cowboy organization 
works to increase national support for the pro-
claimed ‘‘Cowboy Day,’’ and to publicize news 
and information about the resolution and cam-
paign, so that active participation in celebra-
tion of the National Day of the Cowboy con-
tinues to grow each year. 

Many thanks to Bethany Braley, executive 
director and publisher of the National Day of 
the Cowboy organization, for her tireless vi-
sion to remind future generations of the cow-
boys’ contribution to America’s rich western 
heritage. 

While the U.S. Senate has recognized the 
National Day of the Cowboy in 2005, 2006, 
2007 and 2008, H. Res. 984 represents the 
first time that the U.S. House of Representa-
tives has officially recognized the contribution 
of the cowboy and cowgirl to America’s culture 
and heritage. I am pleased to be a part of the 
4th Annual National Day of the Cowboy des-
ignation. On June 20, 2008, the National Day 
of the Cowboy resolution also passed in the 
Arizona State Legislature, making Arizona the 
first State to pass the resolution. 

Our legendary cowboy and cowgirl are em-
braced and respected by people the world 
over as symbols of rugged individualism. Each 
represents a commitment to explore, work 
hard and seek adventure while demonstrating 
the personal determination to survive. He/she 
is loyal to an honorable code of ethics as well 
as persistent and tenacious in the face of any 
challenge. 

In honor of cowboys and cowgirls world-
wide, I encourage Americans to observe the 
National Day of the Cowboy on Saturday, July 
26, 2008, with appropriate ceremonies and ac-
tivities. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Guam (Ms. 
BORDALLO) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 984. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

BISHOP RALPH E. BROWER POST 
OFFICE BUILDING 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 5506) to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service lo-

cated at 369 Martin Luther King Jr. 
Drive in Jersey City, New Jersey, as 
the ‘‘Bishop Ralph E. Brower Post Of-
fice Building’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 5506 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. BISHOP RALPH E. BROWER POST OF-

FICE BUILDING. 
(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 

United States Postal Service located at 369 
Martin Luther King Jr. Drive in Jersey City, 
New Jersey, shall be known and designated 
as the ‘‘Bishop Ralph E. Brower Post Office 
Building’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘Bishop Ralph E. 
Brower Post Office Building’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. DAVIS) and the gentleman 
from South Carolina (Mr. WILSON) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

As a Member of the House Committee 
on Oversight and Government Reform, 
I am pleased to join my colleagues in 
the consideration of H.R. 5506 which 
names the postal facility in Jersey 
City, New Jersey, after Bishop Ralph 
E. Brower. H.R. 5506, which was intro-
duced by Representative ALBIO SIRES of 
New Jersey on February 27, 2008, was 
reported from the Oversight Com-
mittee on June 12, 2008, by voice vote. 

This measure has the support of the 
entire New Jersey delegation and pro-
vides this body a chance to recognize 
the contributions and accomplishments 
of a distinguished and highly respected 
gentleman from the Garden State of 
New Jersey, the admirable Bishop 
Ralph E. Brower. 

b 1430 
Unfortunately, Representative SIRES 

is unable to join us on the floor today, 
but nonetheless, he asked that his 
statement of support be submitted for 
the RECORD. 

Born into humble beginnings in 
North Carolina as the eldest of six chil-
dren, Bishop Brower’s educational aspi-
rations led him to attend Laurinburg 
Institute and Kettle College of North 
Carolina. He received his master’s de-
gree from Kings College in Briarcliff 
Manor, New York, his master’s in di-
vinity from Florida State University, 
and his Ph.D. from Grambling State 
University. 

Bishop Brower began to make his 
mark on New Jersey and the commu-

nity of Jersey City in the early 1950s 
when he took the helm of St. Michael’s 
Methodist Church. Over the years, he 
has overseen the growth of the con-
gregation from six members to the 
thousands that now worship at St. Mi-
chael’s. 

Largely responsible for helping the 
church and its congregation blossom 
into a positive force for change in the 
community, Bishop Ralph E. Brower 
undoubtedly deserves the honor of hav-
ing a United States postal facility 
named after him. 

Therefore, Mr. Speaker, I ask that 
my colleagues join me in support of 
this measure by voting in favor of H.R. 
5506. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 

Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

I rise in support of H.R. 5506, a reso-
lution to designate the post office lo-
cated at 369 Martin Luther King Jr. 
Drive in Jersey City, New Jersey, as 
the ‘‘Bishop Ralph E. Brower Post Of-
fice Building.’’ 

Bishop Ralph E. Brower, a Methodist 
pastor and native of North Carolina, 
has been a vital presence in the reli-
gious and civic communities of north-
ern New Jersey for over five decades. 

A community leader and accom-
plished intellectual, Bishop Brower is, 
above all, a devoted family man. Mar-
ried to his loving wife, Alberta, for 
over 60 years, the bishop has been the 
guiding force in the lives of his three 
wonderful children and 18 grand-
children and great-grandchildren. 

His dedication to his denomination 
and community is exemplary, and it is 
fitting to name the post office in Jer-
sey City, New Jersey, in his honor. 

Generous and compassionate, Bishop 
Brower’s passion for religious and civic duties 
is fueled by a personal commitment to intellec-
tual development. After receiving his B.A. from 
Kettle College, he went on to earn an M.A. 
from Kings College, and finally a Ph.D from 
Grambling State University. 

Academic accolades only scratch the sur-
face of a man who has devoted so much of 
his life to improving the lives of the people 
surrounding him. He served in numerous posi-
tions including as the Commissioner for the 
Jersey City Redevelopment Agency and 4 
years as the Deputy Mayor of Jersey City. His 
service demonstrates that he truly is a man of 
the people. This devotion has not gone unno-
ticed. Over the years, the Bishop has received 
a number of accolades for his civic devotion 
by organizations such as the New Jersey 
Urban League and NAACP. 

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of 
H.R. 5506 which would designate the U.S. 
Postal Service building located at 369 Martin 
Luther King Jr. Drive in Jersey City, New Jer-
sey as the ‘‘Bishop Ralph E. Brower Post Of-
fice Building.’’ 

Bishop Ralph E. Brower has dedicated more 
than 50 years of his life in service to the com-
munity of Jersey City, New Jersey. In 1954, 
he was called to build the St. Michael Meth-
odist Church. He started the church with only 
six members, and served their parish as pas-
tor for over 54 years. 

In addition to his role as pastor, Bishop 
Brower served the Jersey City community in 
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many ways. His professional and ministerial 
accomplishments also include being president 
of the Interdenominational Ministerial Alliance 
for 25 years; Hudson County Chaplain for 25 
years; commissioner for the Jersey City Rede-
velopment for 5 years; and deputy mayor for 
4 years. 

With his lifetime of dedication to public serv-
ice and ministry, Bishop Ralph E. Brower con-
sistently illustrates his caring and commitment 
to the Jersey City community. 

I am thrilled to celebrate this dedicated com-
munity leader through this legislation. I cannot 
think of better way to honor Bishop Brower’s 
work then to designate a U.S. Postal Office in 
his name. 

I urge my colleagues to support this legisla-
tion. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time and 
urge passage. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
DAVIS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5506. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

MINNIE COX POST OFFICE 
BUILDING 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 4010) to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 100 West Percy Street in 
Indianola, Mississippi, as the ‘‘Minnie 
Cox Post Office Building’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 4010 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. MINNIE COX POST OFFICE BUILDING. 

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 100 
West Percy Street in Indianola, Mississippi, 
shall be known and designated as the ‘‘Min-
nie Cox Post Office Building’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘Minnie Cox Post Office 
Building’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. DAVIS) and the gentleman 
from South Carolina (Mr. WILSON) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I might con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the House 
Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform, I am pleased to join my 
colleagues, particularly the gentleman 
from Mississippi, in the consideration 
of H.R. 4010 which names a postal facil-
ity in Indianola, Mississippi, after the 
first black postmistress in the United 
States of America, Ms. Minnie 
Geddings Cox. 

Introduced on October 30, 2007, by 
Congressman Bennie Thompson, the 
Representative of Mississippi’s Second 
Congressional District, H.R. 4010 is co-
sponsored by the State’s entire delega-
tion. Congressman THOMPSON’s meas-
ure, H.R. 4010, was reported from the 
Oversight Committee on June 12, 2008, 
by voice vote. 

This afternoon’s postal naming bill 
honoring our country’s first black fe-
male postmaster is designed to pay 
tribute to Minnie M. Cox, who served 
as the postmaster of Indianola, Mis-
sissippi, during the administrations of 
Presidents Benjamin Harrison, William 
McKinley, and Theodore Roosevelt. 

As we can see, Mississippi has a long, 
glorious history, and Ms. Cox is indeed 
a part of it. Ms. Cox’s legacy stands as 
a beacon for all Americans to admire 
and emulate, in tribute to all that she 
accomplished by breaking barriers and 
providing quality service to her home-
town of Indianola, Mississippi. 

So, Mr. Speaker, let us pass H.R. 4010 
and designate the postal office building 
located at 100 West Percy Street in 
Indianola, Mississippi, as the ‘‘Minnie 
Cox Post Office Building.’’ 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 

Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

I rise in support of H.R. 4010, legisla-
tion to designate the post office at 
Indianola, Mississippi, as the ‘‘Minnie 
Cox Post Office Building.’’ 

Minnie M. Geddings Cox was born in 
1869 in a Mississippi emerging from the 
Civil War. After graduating from Fisk 
University, she returned to teach in 
the common schools in her hometown 
of Lexington. 

In 1891 at the age of 22, Ms. Cox was 
appointed postmistress of Indianola by 
President Benjamin Harrison, becom-
ing the first black postmistress of the 
United States. She was reappointed by 
President William McKinley and, 
again, by President Theodore Roo-
sevelt. 

In 1902, however, some of the local 
whites of Indianola demanded Ms. 
Cox’s resignation, determined to re-
move her from her leadership position 
solely because of her race. 

Ms. Cox refused, but when threats 
against her and her family persisted, 
she submitted her resignation to be ef-
fective in January 1903. Theodore Roo-
sevelt felt that Ms. Cox had been ag-
grieved and refused to accept her res-
ignation. Instead, he closed the post of-

fice in Indianola, rerouted the mail, 
and continued paying Ms. Cox. 

It is important to remember deter-
mined and dedicated Americans such as 
Minnie Cox and be ready to stand for 
what is right when people are treated 
unjustly. 

Let us now commemorate this coura-
geous woman by naming the post office 
building in Indianola in honor of Min-
nie Cox. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in support of H.R. 4010, legis-
lation designating the United States Post Of-
fice located at 100 W. Percy Street in 
Indianola, Mississippi as the ‘‘Minnie Cox 
United States Post Office’’. 

Minnie M. Geddings Cox was one of two 
daughters born to William and Mary Geddings 
of Lexington, Mississippi. She graduated from 
Fisk University and first taught school at the 
common schools in Lexington. Soon after, she 
married and assisted her husband, Wayne, 
when he was principal of the Indianola Col-
ored Public School. 

Minnie M. Geddings Cox, was appointed 
postmistress of Indianola, Mississippi in 1891, 
by President Benjamin Harrison, and was re-
appointed by President William McKinley; 
thereby, becoming the first Black postmistress 
of the United States. On January 25, 1900, 
President McKinley raised the rank of the 
Indianola Post Office from fourth class to third 
class and appointed Mrs. Cox for a full 4-year 
term. 

However, in the fall of 1902, under the pres-
idency of Theodore Roosevelt, a controversy 
brought national attention to Mrs. Cox. James 
K. Vardaman, running for governor, in 1902 
used Minnie Cox as proof that African Ameri-
cans had too much power, and that President 
Theodore Roosevelt was a Negrophile. 
Vardaman, who was indeed elected governor, 
called Theodore Roosevelt that ‘‘coon-flavored 
miscegenationist in the White House.’’ 

Jim Crow Laws overran Reconstruction in 
America and whites wanted blacks eliminated 
from leadership positions. Mrs. Cox was 
threatened with violence by local whites, who 
held several mass or mob meetings to de-
mand her removal (her term expired in 1904). 
The mayor and sheriff declined to protect her, 
and as a result of the increased tension and 
threats of physical harm, she resigned as 
postmaster, effective January 1, 1903, and left 
town for a time. 

President Roosevelt believed Mrs. Cox had 
been wronged, and that the authority of the 
federal government was being compromised 
and refused to accept her resignation. Instead, 
he closed Indianola’s post office on January 2, 
1903, rerouted the mail to Greenville, MS, thir-
ty miles away and Minnie Cox continued to re-
ceive her salary. For four hours in January 
1903, the Indianola postal event was debated 
on the floor of the United States Senate, and 
appeared on the front pages of newspapers 
across the country. One year later, at the expi-
ration of Mrs. Cox’s term, in February 1904, 
the post office was reopened, but demoted in 
rank from third class to fourth class. 

Minnie Cox and her husband Wayne W. 
Cox, who had been an employee in the rail-
way mail service, returned to Indianola and or-
ganized the ‘‘Delta Penny Savings Bank.’’ 
They had been substantial property owners 
before 1903, and they bought more land and 
became successful bankers as well. Much of 
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