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drilling, saying it is the only solution
to control high prices. Republicans
should then be demanding that Big Oil
drill on the 68 million acres where they
already have leases.

Mr. Speaker, Americans have been
deeply hurt by the prices at the pump.
Republicans should join with the
Democrats and should tell Big Oil com-
panies to get to work now.

WHO DO WE FIGHT?

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, who do we
fight against? We have been at war in
Iraq and Afghanistan for years. We
heard that we are fighting a war on
terror. But what does that mean? Who
are the people at war with America?

Now, after all this time, our govern-
ment has decided we must have a po-
litically correct name for our enemy.
No 1longer can we use the term
““Jihadist,” the primary meaning being
a holy war to subject the world to
Islam. After all, using that term might
hurt our enemies’ feelings.

And certainly the most accurate
term, ‘‘Islamo-Fascists,” is strictly
taboo because it might further anger
our enemies by insinuating they are a
bit radical when they murder in the
name of religion.

So the government insists that we
call the bad guys ‘‘extremists’ or ‘‘ter-
rorists.”

That vague term won’t indicate the
war against us is waged in the name of
radical Muslim religious doctrine. But
isn’t that the reason for this war?

The term ‘‘Jihadist” is not a reflec-
tion on all Muslims. After all, many
Muslims are literally fighting these
radical ideas.

In a war, we must specifically define
our enemy. Otherwise, we don’t know
who they are or why we fight.

And that’s just the way it is.

SUPPORTING THE DESIGNATION
OF A NATIONAL TOURETTE SYN-
DROME DAY

(Mr. SIRES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, today, I rise
to help raise awareness of Tourette
syndrome. This is a misunderstood dis-
order that affects an unknown number
of Americans. The experts think that
maybe 200,000 of us suffer from this
neurological disorder; although no one
really knows Dbecause it is often
misdiagnosed. That is why we need to
increase awareness and applaud those
who work on a daily basis to make this
one of the issues that we must be
aware of.

In my home State, the New Jersey
Center for Tourette Syndrome and As-
sociated Disorders provides an innova-
tive, multidisciplinary, multi-institu-
tional approach to the treatment for
those in New Jersey who have the
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Tourette syndrome and for their fami-
lies. It is the first and only program of
its kind in the Nation, and it serves as
a model for other centers.

In concert with the State legislature,
they declared every Wednesday in New
Jersey as Tourette Syndrome Day to
call attention to this disorder. In order
to continue to bring awareness to this
disorder, today, I will introduce a reso-
lution supporting the designation of a
National Tourette Syndrome Day.

——
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LIFT BAN ON OFFSHORE DRILLING

(Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina.
Mr. Speaker, last week, Senator JOHN
McCAIN stated that we need to lift the
Federal moratorium on offshore drill-
ing for oil and gas. President Bush also
agreed that the U.S. needs to lift its
long-standing ban on offshore oil and
gas drilling so we can increase our en-
ergy production here.

I agree. We need to increase U.S. oil
production to lower gas prices for
American families. Mr. Speaker, the
U.S. has access to 112 billion barrels of
onshore and offshore oil and access to 1
to 2 trillion barrels of recoverable oil
shale. To ban exploration of these en-
ergy sources is simply outdated.

The rise in gas prices has brought a
daily increase in the cost of consumer
goods due to higher transportation
costs, groceries and airfare. American
families are looking for relief, Mr.
Speaker, and the President is correct
when he said Americans are turning to
Washington for solutions. The only
way we can help these families is to lift
the ban on energy resources that we
have here at home.

————

BIG OIL: USE IT OR LOSE IT

(Mr. BRALEY of Iowa asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BRALEY of Iowa. Mr. Speaker,
the two men most responsible for our
record prices at the pump today are
President Bush and Vice President
CHENEY. They came to the White House
from the executive suites of Big Oil,
and their energy policies continue to
mirror Big Oil’s agenda.

President Bush has, once again,
called for drilling in ANWR even
though his own Energy Department has
said that opening up the Arctic would
only save pennies per gallon 10 years
from now. Now the President has sug-
gested opening up the Outer Conti-
nental Shelf to drilling even though 80
percent of the oil available there is al-
ready open to leasing.

Why would we give Big Oil access to
more of our land and waters if they
refuse to drill on the 68 million acres
they have now? If President Bush be-
lieves that drilling is the answer, why
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isn’t he demanding that Big Oil use the
land they already have?

Mr. Speaker, Republicans have re-
peated the same domestic drilling rhet-
oric for years. Tomorrow they have the
chance to act on that rhetoric and to
tell Big Oil to either use it or lose it by
joining us in passing the Responsible
Federal Oil and Gas Lease Act of 2008.

———

CRITICAL ENERGY NEEDS

(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, the U.S.
faces a critical need to encourage do-
mestic petroleum production. It seems
as if the United States has unilaterally
disarmed itself in the competition for
energy supplies by imposing a host of
unnecessary restrictions on domestic
o0il and energy production. Indeed, in
the past three decades, we’ve thwarted
construction of refineries and nuclear
power plants that could have helped to
ease the competition for energy supply
and that could have secured greater en-
ergy independence for all of us.

Further, taxes on the major domestic
oil producers lower incentives for new
investments, and they add more costs
to finished products at the pump. Fur-
thermore, there is growing doubt that
the recent rush to develop corn-based
ethanol and other alternative and re-
newable energy sources will bring gen-
uine relief or true energy security. By
creating a bonanza for corn growers
and agribusiness giants, we have suc-
ceeded in driving up food prices both in
the United States and abroad.

American families deserve better
from the Democrat-controlled Con-
gress.

———

PRESERVING HEALTH CARE
ACCESS

(Ms. GIFFORDS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. GIFFORDS. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day, with my enthusiastic support, the
House passed the Medicare Improve-
ments for Patients and Providers Act,
H.R. 6331.

In Cochise County, which is a rural
part of my southern Arizona district,
access to primary health care is a real
challenge, but it is a challenge that
particularly impacts our seniors.

This legislation protects payments
for community physicians, for critical
hospitals and for ambulances in rural
areas. In southern Arizona, these doc-
tors and hospitals provide vital serv-
ices to our seniors throughout a very
rural part of America, including areas
like Naco, Sierra Vista, Douglas, and
Bisbee, Arizona.

I would like to take a moment to
thank members of my senior advisory
council and my health care advisory
council. They have worked diligently
to highlight the need for improving ac-
cess to health care for our seniors, es-
pecially in underserved and remote
areas.
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Yesterday was a good day in the
House of Representatives. I urge my
colleagues in the Senate to take swift
action this week to also pass this legis-
lation and to send it to the President.

———

CNN HOST SAYS MEDIA BIASED

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
Howard Kurtz, host of CNN’s program
“Reliable Sources,” has strongly criti-
cized the media’s coverage of Senator
BARACK OBAMA’s breaking his promise
that he would accept public campaign
funds.

Last Sunday, Kurtz argued: ‘““All of
these liberal commentators who have
always supported campaign finance re-
form, getting big money out of politics,
many of them are defending OBAMA.
And I have to think the press is cutting
him a break here.”

Kurtz concluded the segment by say-
ing, “‘If George W. Bush had done this,
blown off public financing as he consid-
ered doing during the 2004 campaign,
there would be howls in the media
about one candidate trying to buy an
election.”

A recent poll found that, by more
than a 3-to-1 margin, voters believe the
media favors Senator BARACK OBAMA
over Senator JOHN MCCAIN. The media
should report the facts, not slant the
news.

EXPLORING, ELIMINATING AND
ENCOURAGING

(Mr. PERLMUTTER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker,
there have been a lot of complaints by
the Republican side of the aisle as to
the increase in gas prices, but I would
have to say: Is it any wonder that gas
prices have increased with two oil men
in the White House? The question is
what is being done. I would say it is the
three E’s.

First, explore the 68 million acres
that are under lease to the oil compa-
nies today. Let’s extract the oil that
we have under lease and not go explore
ANWR or the Outer Continental Shelf.

Two, eliminate the gouging and the
hoarding and the speculating that is
going on that is increasing the price of
oil per barrel by $60 or $70 per barrel.

The third E, encourage alternatives.
We can no longer be hooked on just one
commodity. We have to have other ap-
proaches and other ways to power this
Nation or we will have to learn this
lesson over and over and over again.
That is what the Democratic Congress
is doing—exploring what we have,
eliminating the gouging and encour-
aging alternatives.

———
BOY SCOUT TRAGEDY AT LITTLE
SIOUX RANCH

(Mr. FORTENBERRY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)
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Mr. FORTENBERRY. Mr. Speaker, 1
would like to commend my colleague
Congressman LEE TERRY for intro-
ducing the resolution expressing heart-
felt sympathy for the victims and fami-
lies following the tornado that hit Lit-
tle Sioux, Iowa.

On June 11, we were given a stark re-
minder of just how fragile life is. In 1
minute, the Boy Scouts at the Little
Sioux Scout Ranch were attending a
leadership camp, Boy Scouts undoubt-
edly filled with joy, laughter and
achievement, all of those wonderful
things that make scouting a core ideal
of America. In the next minute, a tor-
nado tore through the camp, taking
the lives of 4 Boy Scouts and injuring
40 others.

The four scouts who lost their lives—
Aaron Eilerts from West Point, Ne-
braska, and Josh Fennen, Sam
Thomsen and Ben Petrzilka from
Omaha—were exemplary young men.

After the tornado struck, many other
young men applied first aid to the in-
jured and worked to free those trapped
in the rubble. Clearly, the scouts lived
up to their motto, ‘‘Be prepared.”’

Mr. Speaker, may God bring comfort
to the families and friends of those who
lost loved ones that day.

————
HONORING OFFICER JOSE RIVERA

(Mr. CARDOZA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CARDOZA. Mr. Speaker, it is
with great sadness that I rise today to
honor the late Jose Rivera, a correc-
tional officer at the Federal peniten-
tiary in Atwater, California.

Officer Rivera’s life was taken by two
inmates on Friday, June 20, 2008. He
was 22 years old. He is survived by his
mother, Terry, by his sisters Teresa,
Martha and Angelica and by his broth-
er, Daniel.

After graduating from Le Grand High
School, he served for 4 years in the
Navy, completing two tours of duty in
Iraq, and he began his career as a cor-
rectional officer on August 5, 2007. His
life of service was cut tragically short.

Mr. Speaker, I have long voiced my
concerns, most recently in a letter I
sent in April to the director of the Bu-
reau of Prisons, about the lack of suffi-
cient resources and staff to safely oper-
ate our Federal prisons.

The fact is that staffing levels are de-
creasing while inmate populations are
increasing. The Atwater Penitentiary
is operating at 85 percent of the staff-
ing level and is at 25 percent over-
capacity for inmate levels.

As we honor Officer Rivera’s legacy
of commitment and service to our
country, his senseless death is a re-
minder that we must provide adequate
funds to keep our prisons and our com-
munities safe.

——
REDUCE PRICE AT THE PUMP

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was
given permission to address the House
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for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, in
middle Tennessee today, you are going
to pay about $3.93 for a gallon of gas.
My constituent families know that this
price is outrageous, and they know
that now they are being faced with
choices: How much are they going to
put in the tank or how much are they
going to put in that grocery cart when
they go to the grocery store? This is
unacceptable, and my constituents
know that.

They also know that there are some
things that we could and should be
doing. May I offer a suggestion to that,
Mr. Speaker. Here is a simple way to
start:

To the Democrat leadership, admit
you made a mistake, and repeal the so-
called Energy Independence and Secu-
rity Act that you passed last December
that didn’t produce one bit of oil or gas
or move anything to the marketplace.
It put in place roadblocks, and we have
far too many roadblocks to putting gas
into the pumps and into our cars.

Specifically, let’s repeal section 526
of this so-called Energy Policy Act,
and let’s get rid of a roadblock that
makes it more difficult for the U.S.
Government to address the needs that
we have and, certainly, for our Air
Force.

There are many things that we could
and should be doing before we leave for
July 4. There are things that we could
and should be doing to make certain
that our constituents have a safer July
4th celebration.

Let’s reduce the price at the pump.

—————

DEMOCRATS HELP REBUILD
ECONOMY

(Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, with the price of groceries, gasoline
and health care rising every day,
Americans everywhere are feeling the
economic squeeze. They worry about
losing their jobs and their homes, and
they fear losing their standard of liv-
ing.

The Democratic Congress has led the
way in working to jump start the
American economic recovery by ap-
proving $107 billion in stimulus checks
that have already reached 76 million
homes.

With job losses exceeding 324,000 this
year, with 48,000 having been lost in the
month of May alone, we acted quickly
last week to extend unemployment
benefits for millions of workers who
are having a hard time finding a job.
These benefits will help struggling
families put food on the table and gas
in their cars.

Congress has passed the most com-
prehensive legislation responding to
the devastating housing crisis. The
package will help millions of families
avoid foreclosure, and it will rehabili-
tate properties in areas hit hard by the
housing crisis.
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