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Affairs Committee, effective today. At a
time when our country has troops deployed
in the field fighting against those who would
perpetrate harm against our people, it was
an honor to return, although briefly, to the
House Committee on Foreign Affairs where
these critical issues of national security are
considered.
Sincere regards,
ROY BLUNT,
Republican Whip.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the resignation is accepted.

There was no objection.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 4, rule I, the following en-
rolled bill was signed by Speaker pro
tempore VAN HOLLEN on Friday, Janu-
ary 4, 2008:

H.R. 2640, to improve the National In-
stant Criminal Background Check Sys-
tem, and for other purposes.

————

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 2768, SUPPLEMENTAL MINE
IMPROVEMENT AND NEW EMER-
GENCY RESPONSE ACT OF 2007

Ms. SLAUGHTER, from the Com-
mittee on Rules, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 110-508) on the
resolution (H. Res. 918) providing for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2768) to
establish improved mandatory stand-
ards to protect miners during emer-
gencies, and for other purposes, which
was referred to the House Calendar and
ordered to be printed.

———

H-2B VISAS

(Mr. BISHOP of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Madam
Speaker, I rise to call upon my leader-
ship to address an urgent need in my
district that is affecting other areas
across the country as well.

Two weeks ago, the cap on H-2B im-
migration visas for seasonal workers
was reached. Consequently, many fam-
ily-owned businesses that depend on
such employees will be without the
workforce they need to stay in busi-
ness.

I support raising the cap on H-2B
visas permanently and incorporating
this change into broader immigration
reform. Regrettably, partisanship
blocked reform in the Senate last year.
We must resolve to enact these smaller
scale remedies we can agree upon today
to alleviate the burden our broken im-
migration system imposes upon busi-
nesses as we continue to address eco-
nomic and security challenges required
to enact broader reform.

In the absence of such a consensus,
and although I would prefer a vote on
broader reform, I ask my colleagues to
join me in supporting the Save Our
Small and Seasonal Businesses Act and
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related measures that would relieve
business owners of the immediate
threat caused by the freeze on H-2B
visas. We cannot leave small businesses
that want to do the right thing with
the unacceptable choice of going out of
business or hiring illegal workers.

CELEBRATING THE RETIREMENT
OF REV. ROGER BAKER

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to honor a faithful pastor who
served a growing and vibrant church
for 32 years. Rev. Roger Baker, who is
retiring from ministry at Calvary Bap-
tist Church in King, North Carolina,
has given his life to ministry in the
church and the surrounding commu-
nity.

When my friend Rev. Baker first
began pastoring at Calvary Baptist 32
years ago, it was a congregation of
about 75. Today, the church has grown
to nearly 900 under his astute leader-
ship and pastoral care.

During Rev. Baker’s tenure, the
church started a local Christian school,
Calvary Christian School; and he also
founded a seminary to educate the next
generation of church leadership.

As president of Calvary Baptist Bible
College, Rev. Baker has helped to equip
many for the role of pastoral teaching
and care. He will continue to serve as a
teaching professor at the seminary
after his retirement.

Men like Rev. Baker do not often
come along. His faithful witness in the
community and sterling Christian tes-
timony have touched countless lives as
he strives to spread the good news.
This man is not only a great pastor; he
is a faithful Christian.

I congratulate Rev. Baker on his 32
years of service and wish him the very
best in his kingdom work during retire-
ment. The people of Calvary Baptist
have been fortunate to call him their
own.

———
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IT IS TIME FOR AN ECONOMIC
STIMULUS PACKAGE TO HELP
HOMEOWNERS

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Today,
Madam Speaker, we have the honor of
celebrating the birthday of Dr. Martin
Luther King. I am reminded of the 40th
year of his death and what he was com-
mitted to, that is, the equality of all
people, the economic equality. And
that is why in 1968 he was bringing to
Washington poor people from around
America.

It is time for an economic stimulus
package, and the United States Con-
gress must respond to the pain of the
American people who are losing their
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homes. An immediate moratorium on
those who are being foreclosed on, an
infusion of capital to help them save
their homes, and a freeze on the adjust-
able rates of these individuals who are
suffering, who have invested in their
homes, paid for their homes, and are
the victims of scandalous and unscru-
pulous individuals who would take ad-
vantage of them.

Let us keep the dream alive and fight
for those who have invested in the
American Dream. Let us put forward
an economic stimulus package that
will save the American people and
their homes and really say that Amer-
ica is going toward the promised land.

Happy birthday, Dr. Martin Luther
King. Thank you so very much for all
that you have done for all America.

“MY RELIGION MADE ME DO IT”

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, murder in
the name of religion has struck again.
This time it happened in Dallas, Texas.

On New Year’s Day law enforcement
officials found the bullet-riddled bodies
of two teenage sisters, 17-year-old
Sarah Said and 18-year-old Amina Said.
They were found in the back seat of
their father’s taxicab.

Now their father, Yaser Said, a Mus-
lim and an Egyptian-born immigrant,
is on the run. Authorities believe he
murdered the girls after he found out
they had American boyfriends.

Family members say the murder was
motivated by a Muslim tradition
known as ‘‘honor killing.” According
to this tradition, religious extremists
justify homicide in the name of reli-
gion in order to correct the ‘‘shame”
that a family member has brought on
the family.

Well, in the United States it is abso-
lutely never acceptable, let alone hon-
orable, to murder your own kids. This
criminal needs to be tried and sent to
prison. We live in a Nation that values
life and liberty. And no father has a
right to kill his daughters and try to
claim the defense, ‘“My religion made
me do it.”

And that’s just the way it is.

—————

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE MEM-
PHIS LIBRARY AND INFORMA-
TION CENTER

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, on
Monday morning five libraries and five
museums throughout the country were
honored with medals at a ceremony
that was presided over by Mrs. Laura
Bush.

The Memphis Library and Informa-
tion Center was one of the five libraries
and the only big city library to be hon-
ored. I was honored to have nominated
them for that recognition and honored
to be there with them when the library
was so recognized.
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Libraries are very important to the
future of this country, for people of all
standings of wealth need access to
books, access to computers, and access
to other materials. The Memphis Li-
brary takes services to the community
and gives people in their neighborhood
the opportunity to read and make
available to them cultural outreach.

We also have a television and radio
station that is operated by our library,
and it is an important facility, and I
am proud that it’s Tennessee’s first fa-
cility to receive such an award and the
first in the mid-South.

Congratulations to my city. You
have a very proud congressman.

————

MOURNING THE LOSS OF JOHNNY
GRANT, HONORARY MAYOR OF
HOLLYWOOD

(Ms. WATSON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. WATSON. Madam Speaker, it is
with great sorrow that I learned of the
death my dear friend Johnny Grant,
known internationally as the honorary
Mayor of Hollywood. His departure
from our lives has created a significant
void in the normal glitz and glamour of
everyday Hollywood. Johnny was a
symbol of great Hollywood movers and
shakers who took sincere interest in
creating goodwill worldwide.

Johnny’s legendary accomplishments
in Hollywood drew strongly from his
roots in radio and television. He was
one of television medium’s earliest pio-
neers and stars. Johnny traveled the
world to entertain U.S. troops in his
role as the United Service Organization
ambassador. He joined comedian Bob
Hope in taking entertainers to war
zones to perform for military personnel
and was the first recipient of the high-
est honor awarded by the USO. Johnny
was also a retired major general in the
California State Military Reserve, a
volunteer backup and support force of
the National Guard.

Johnny Grant served as chairman of
the Los Angeles City Fire Commission;
the Los Angeles County Social Service
Commission; and the Burbank, Cali-
fornia Police Commission. More re-
cently, he had been a member of the
Los Angeles City Cultural Heritage
Commission. He was the only person
ever to twice receive an Order of Cali-
fornia, the State’s highest honor.

A lifelong bachelor, Johnny Grant
was best known to television audiences
around the world as the enthusiastic
host alongside the more than 500 celeb-
rities he inducted into the Hollywood
Walk of Fame. With his ebullient style,
Johnny was one of the west coast’s
most sought after masters of cere-
mony. He emceed more than 5,000 civic
and charity events. Johnny was also a
humanitarian who produced hundreds
of charity events where he was instru-
mental in raising millions of dollars
for the USO, for the Boy Scouts, the
Arthritis Foundation, police and fire
services, veterans organizations, and
others.
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Although he has an honorary star on
the Hollywood Walk of Fame, the real
star, his presence and inspiration will
be sorely missed. We will miss him.
And just last month he completed his
60th trip to entertain servicemen and
women abroad.

We extend our most heartfelt condo-
lences to his family, colleagues, and
his many close friends here on Capitol

Hill, in California, and around the
world.
———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
LEE). Pursuant to clause 12(a) of rule I,
the Chair declares the House in recess
subject to the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 7 o’clock and 53 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
subject to the call of the Chair.

————
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Ms. LEE) at 8 o’clock and 18
minutes p.m.

————
SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, and under a previous
order of the House, the following Mem-
bers will be recognized for 5 minutes
each.

————

DEATH PENALTY FOR CHILD
RAPISTS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, soon our
United States Supreme Court will hear
the case of Kennedy v. Louisiana and
decide whether capital punishment is
permitted in rape cases where the vic-
tim is a child that is 12 or under.

Patrick Kennedy was sentenced in
Louisiana to death after a jury con-
victed him of raping his own 8-year-old
daughter. The facts show that he even
tried to cover up the rape by cleaning
up the evidence and then he blamed the
rape on two neighborhood boys.

New Louisiana law allows the death
sentence for raping a child that is
under the age of 12, so Kennedy v. Lou-
isiana asks the Supreme Court, among
other things, to decide whether the
eighth amendment of the United States
Constitution, the cruel and unusual
punishment clause, permits a State to
punish the crime of rape of a child
under the death penalty.

In 1977, the Supreme Court decided
that a death sentence for rape of an
adult woman was unconstitutional
under a case called Coker v. Georgia.
Coker really didn’t discuss child rape,
even though the victim in that case
was 16 years of age. But since the

H7

Coker decision, State courts have in-
terpreted it to limit death penalty
crimes to certain murders. Those mur-
ders are what I call the murder-plus
doctrine. There must not only be a
homicide, but there must be some fel-
ony committed or some other unusual
circumstance, like murder during a
kidnapping, murder during a robbery,
murder during a sexual assault, or
murder of a police officer, and that is
the doctrine that has been basically
substantiated by the Supreme Court.

However, last year, the Louisiana Su-
preme Court ruled that Coker v. Geor-
gia doesn’t apply in their particular
case of capital punishment and rape
cases when the victim is under 12 be-
cause it would still be murder-plus,
murder plus the victim was under the
age of 12; thus, it would fulfill the Su-
preme Court’s requirements under the
Constitution.

No one has been executed in the
United States for a crime other than
murder since 1964. Many States, includ-
ing my home State of Texas, before
that time allowed the death penalty for
robbery by firearm, kidnapping, and
sexual assault. But since those days,
only murder plus some other felony is
allowed under our Constitution.

There are approximately 3,300 in-
mates on death row in the United
States, and only two of them face the
death penalty for an event that did not
involve a homicide as well as a felony,
and those two are the two that are on
Louisiana’s death row. One is the peti-
tioner in the upcoming Supreme Court
case that the Supreme Court will de-
cide very soon; the other is an indi-
vidual by the name of Richard Davis,
who was recently sentenced to death in
Louisiana for sexually assaulting a 5-
year-old girl.

Louisiana argues that the rape of a
child is like no other crime. It also
points out that the recent enactment
of similar laws has occurred in other
States such as Georgia, Montana, Okla-
homa, South Carolina and Texas, my
home State. Louisiana argues that it is
compelling evidence of a national trend
toward treating child rape as a distinct
type of crime from other types of
crimes.

But the issue will be whether the Su-
preme Court will allow States to make
this decision for themselves, or will the
Supreme Court continue to mistakenly
go down the path and rely on inter-
national law, as it did when it barred
the death penalty for 17-year-olds in a
case called Roper v. Simmons. In
Texas, 17-year-olds are adults, but the
Supreme Court said no longer can 17-
year-olds be executed for any crime.
Hopefully, the Supreme Court will quit
using international law and decide
whether it is constitutional or not to
execute someone for raping a child
under the age of 12 based on American
jurisprudence and our Constitution.

Madam Speaker, a death sentence
fits the crime of child rape because a
child rape victim suffers for the rest of
their natural lives. Madam Speaker,
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