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| would first like to take this opportunity to
thank the Majority Leader and his staff for
working together with my office on this concur-
rent resolution. Additionally, | would like to
thank him for his steadfast commitment to the
Recording Arts and Sciences Caucus of which
we both serve as co-chairs.

Today | am joined by over 60 of my col-
leagues—on both sides of the aisle—as | put
forth this concurrent resolution which recog-
nizes the contributions the National Academy
of Recording Arts and Sciences has made to
our country over the last half century.

It is indeed an honor to celebrate this anni-
versary as we acknowledge that is has been
50 years since the Recording Academy was
formed. Throughout that time the Recording
Academy has expanded its mission beyond a
peer music award to include professional de-
velopment, cultural enrichment, advocacy,
education, and human services programs.

These programs are helping develop and
nurture the music industry and most impor-
tantly the musicians who make up that indus-
try. The impact this has had on music and the
arts in the United States cannot be overstated.

At its core, the Recording Academy’s sup-
port for the individual recording professional
has been and is essential to the creative life
of our Nation. The Recording Academy’s con-
stant push for the advancement of the rights
of musicians, songwriters, singers, producers,
and other recording professionals is essential
to the future health and sustainability of the
music community. Thankfully, the Recording
Academy is there everyday, championing
these worthy causes and educating all of us
about their importance.

As such, | am proud to have authored
House Concurrent Resolution 273 which rec-
ognizes the 50th Anniversary of the National
Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and | ask for the
support of Members from both sides of the
aisle for H. Con. Res. 273, legislation I'm
proud to have authored.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time.

Mr. HODES. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New Hampshire
(Mr. HODES) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 273.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the concur-
rent resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

COMMENDING THE HOUSTON DY-
NAMO SOCCER TEAM FOR WIN-
NING THE 2007 MAJOR LEAGUE
SOCCER CUP

Mr. HODES. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 867) commending the
Houston Dynamo soccer team for win-
ning the 2007 Major League Soccer Cup.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 867

Whereas the Houston Dynamo soccer team

won the 2007 Major League Soccer Cup, de-
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feating the New England Revolution by a
score of 2-1 at RFK Stadium on November 18,
2007;

Whereas as the Houston Dynamo came
back from a 1-0 halftime deficit to defeat the
Revolution;

Whereas as Dwayne De Rosario, assisted on
the tying goal to Joseph Ngwenya, scored
the winning goal and was named the game’s
MVP;

Whereas as the Houston Dynamo were
playing without Brian Ching, the MVP of
last year’s MLiS Cup due to injury;

Whereas as the Houston Dynamo has won
the Major League Soccer Cup for the second
consecutive year;

Whereas as the Houston Dynamo is the
first team to win back-to-back MLS Cups in
10 years;

Whereas as the Houston Dynamo have won
the MLS Cup in their first 2 years of exist-
ence in Houston;

Whereas Houston Dynamo Coach Dominic
Kinnear has guided the team to 26 wins, 20
draws, and 16 losses in his first 2 seasons in
Houston; and

Whereas Houston Dynamo defender Eddie
Robinson and midfielder Dwayne De Rosario
were named to the 2007 MLS Best XTI all-star
team: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) commends the Houston Dynamo soccer
team for winning the 2007 MLS Cup; and

(2) congratulates the team for back-to-
back MLS Cup wins in their first 2 seasons in
Houston.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New Hampshire (Mr. HODES) and the
gentlewoman from North Carolina (Ms.
FoxX) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New Hampshire.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. HODES. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Hampshire?

There was no objection.

Mr. HODES. Mr. Speaker, I yield as
much time to myself as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, as a member of the
House Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform, I'm pleased to
join my colleagues in the consideration
of House Resolution 867, which provides
for the recognition of the Dynamo soc-
cer team, out of Houston, Texas, for
their recent 2007 MLS championship
win.

House Resolution 867 was introduced
by Representative GENE GREEN of
Texas on December 11, 2007, and was
considered by and reported from the
House Committee on Oversight on Jan-
uary 29, 2008, by voice vote.
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The measure has the support and co-
sponsorship of nearly 55 Members of
Congress, and its consideration today
on the House floor allows our entire
body the chance to commend the Dy-
namo on winning the coveted MLS
Cup. As is the case in most professional
sporting or athletic leagues, ultimate
success or winning of a championship
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title requires hard work, sacrifice, and
innate desire to win.

The Houston Dynamo, led by 2005
MLS Coach of the Year Dominic
Kinnear, have clearly demonstrated
their commitment to these ideals as
they not only hold the 2007 MLS Cham-
pionship Cup but are also the proud
winners of the 2006 MLS Championship
Cup as well.

The Dynamo’s recent wins mark the
first time in 10 years that a team has
won back-to-back MLS Cups. For this
accomplishment, Mr. Speaker, we
stand to commend the Dynamo, their
players, coaches and supportive fans on
a job well done.

I urge the passage of this measure.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self as much time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in favor of
H. Res. 867 which congratulates the
Houston Dynamo for winning its sec-
ond straight Major League Soccer
championship.

BEarly in the season, the Dynamo
team members weren’t so much wor-
ried about defending their title as
merely maintaining respectability.
They brought a 2-4-1 record into Wash-
ington’s RFK stadium, less than two
miles from where we stand right now,
on May 26.

Though they lost by the score of 2-1
that night, to a man, they agreed that
was the game when things turned
around.

The Dynamo did not lose again until
July 10, a period that covered 12 games.
After that, they went six more games
without a loss. By then, they were back
where they belonged, atop the MLS
standings.

The key for this team, from all ac-
counts, was its defense. The Dynamo
scored 43 goals in 30 games. Not out-
standing for a league champion, but it
allowed just 23 goals as opponents wore
defenders from all three lines of the
Dynamo attack like a cheap suit for
most of the season.

Brian Ching, Stuart Holden, Eddie
Robinson, Ricardo Clark, Brad Davis,
and Patrick Ianni formed the backbone
of those three lines. Pat Onstead, who
help the team set a league record for
best goal-against average, 0.73 per

game, provided other-worldly goal-
keeping.
The season was not without its

drama. After recovering from the slow
start, the Dynamo again flirted with
elimination when it lost to FC Dallas,
1-0, in its first playoff game and trailed
1-0 and faced elimination in its second.
But the Dynamo then buried Dallas in
a four-goals-in-30-minutes barrage and
never looked back. It beat New Eng-
land in the finals 3-0. Does this sound
familiar?

The Dynamo showed what can hap-
pen when the team recognizes its weak-
nesses and buys into a plan to fix them.

Congratulations to Coach Dominic
Kinnear and his players for showing
what can happen when we pull together
and rise above.
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Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. HODES. Mr. Speaker, I yield to
my distinguished colleague from Texas
(Mr. GENE GREEN) so much time as he
may consume.

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I would like to thank my col-
league and both the Government Re-
form Committee and Rules Committee
for allowing this resolution to be con-
sidered today. I urge my colleagues to
join me in supporting it.

The Dynamo soccer team arrived in
Houston just 2 years ago, and in the
team’s first two seasons, they won
back-to-back MLS Cups. The Dynamo
are the first team to do so in over a
decade and have immediately drawn a
huge fan base in Houston for their suc-
cess.

Dynamo coach Dominic Kinnear has
guided the team to 26 wins, 20 draws,
and 16 losses in its first two seasons in
Houston. The Cup win this season came
over the New England Revolution, the
same team the Dynamo defeated in 2006
to win their first MLS Cup and the 2007
match to an attendance of merely
40,000. The 2007 Cup win was a come-
from-behind victory in which Dwayne
De Rosario assisted on the tying goal
to Joseph Ngwenya, and scored the
winning goal to take home the most
valuable player honors from the match.

The Dynamo managed to accomplish
this without the most valuable player
from their 2006 Cup win, Brian Ching,
who was sidelined with an injury.

Texas and Houston have a long his-
tory of being a football State and town,
but I first learned about soccer when I
was in college playing goalie just dur-
ing college sports. My two children
grew up playing soccer in the 1980s
when they were young in Houston.
Over the years, I watched soccer grow
not only in the suburbs but also in the
very inner city, and you can hardly
have a flat field, flat surface, without
having soccer goals put up.

Today in our district and throughout
the Houston area, countless numbers of
children have played and become soc-
cer fans, and the Dynamos’ success
since arriving in Houston greatly in-
creased the interest in the game.

Four of the Dynamo stars, Brad
Davis, Eddie Robinson, Ricardo Clark,
and Stuart Holden, have been selected
for the U.S. Men’s National Team ros-
ter that will face Team Mexico at Reli-
ant Stadium tonight in Houston. This
is the most players of any club rep-
resented on our national team, and it
includes the Houston native, Stuart
Holden, who played his high school soc-
cer in Houston.

The U.S.-Mexico soccer rivalry is one
of the biggest matches the team plays
and always draws enormous crowds and
a large television following.

We wish the players luck tonight in
their match and congratulate the Dy-
namos on their past success and look
forward to their continued success in
2008.

Again, Mr. Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to join me in supporting this
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resolution congratulating the Houston
Dynamos on their 2007 Major League
Soccer Cup victory.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise in strong support of H. Res. 867 com-
mending the Houston Dynamo for winning the
2007 Major League Soccer Cup. | would first
like to commend our distinguished colleague
GENE GREEN of the 29th Congressional Dis-
trict of Texas for introducing this important res-
olution. The Houston Dynamo has consistently
strived for excellence and dominated the MLS
playoffs for 2 consecutive years and | am
happy to commend them for their efforts.

The Dynamo played their first game on April
2, 2006, in front of a crowd of 25,462 in Rob-
ertson Stadium. The Dynamo finished their
first season in Houston with an 11-8-13
record, earning them second place in the
Western Conference. On November 12, 2006,
at Pizza Hut Park in Frisco, Texas, the Hous-
ton Dynamo defeated the New England Revo-
lution in an exciting match decided by the first
shootout in MLS history, 4-3 on penalty kicks
after a 1-1 tie to win the 2006 MLS Cup.

After regrouping in 2007 and pulling off a
win against rival FC Dallas, Houston began an
winning streak of 11 games and a shutout
streak of 726 minutes, a new MLS record.
They finished in second place in the regular
season in the Western Conference, advancing
to the 2007 MLS Cup Playoffs, where they
met State rivals FC Dallas in the first round.
Just like in 2006, they faced the New England
Revolution for the championship, and won it
2—-1 on a game-winning goal by Dwayne De
Rosario in the second half, thus winning their
second MLS Cup in a row.

As a native Houstonian | am proud to honor
the Houston Dynamo for their sheer domi-
nance since the premiere of MLS soccer in
the United States. | strongly urge the commu-
nity to support the Houston Dynamo as they
will need it to sustain the expectations they
have already lived up to. | strongly support
this resolution and | urge my colleagues to do
the same.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I urge the
passage of H. Res. 867, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

Mr. HODES. Mr. Speaker,
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New Hampshire
(Mr. HODES) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 867.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. HODES. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

I yield

RECOGNIZING THE SIGNIFICANCE
OF BLACK HISTORY MONTH
Mr. HODES. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 942) recognizing the sig-
nificance of Black History Month.
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The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.
The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:
H. RES. 942

Whereas the first Africans were brought in-
voluntarily to the shores of America as early
as the 17th century;

Whereas these Africans in America and
their descendents are now known as African-
Americans;

Whereas African-Americans suffered invol-
untary servitude and subsequently faced the
injustices of lynch mobs, segregation, and
denial of basic, fundamental rights;

Whereas despite involuntary servitude, Af-
rican-Americans have made significant con-
tributions to the economic, educational, po-
litical, artistic, literary, religious, scientific,
and technological advancement of the Amer-
icas;

Whereas in the face of injustices, United
States citizens of good will and of all races
distinguished themselves with their commit-
ment to the noble ideals upon which the
United States was founded and courageously
fought for the rights and freedom of African-
Americans;

Whereas Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. lived
and died to make real these noble ideals;

Whereas the birthdays of Abraham Lincoln
and Fredrick Douglass inspired the creation
of Negro History Week, the precursor to
Black History Month;

Whereas Negro History Week represented
the culmination of Dr. Carter G Woodson’s
efforts to enhance knowledge of black his-
tory started through the Journal of Negro
History, published by Woodson’s Association
for the Study of African-American Life and
History; and

Whereas the month of February is offi-
cially celebrated as Black History Month,
which dates back to 1926, when Dr. Carter G.
Woodson set aside a special period of time in
February to recognize the heritage and
achievement of Black Americans: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) recognizes the significance of Black
History Month as an important time to rec-
ognize the contributions of African-Ameri-
cans in the Nation’s history, and encourages
the continued celebration of this month to
provide an opportunity for all peoples of the
United States to learn more about the past
and to better understand the experiences
that have shaped the Nation; and

(2) recognizes that the ethnic and racial di-
versity of the United States enriches and
strengthens the Nation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New Hampshire (Mr. HODES) and the
gentleman from Florida (Mr. FEENEY)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New Hampshire.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. HODES. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Hampshire?

There was no objection.

Mr. HODES. Mr. Speaker, I yield to
myself as much time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, as a member of the
House Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform, I am pleased to
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