
Congressional Record
UNUM

E PLURIBUS

United States
of America PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 110th

 CONGRESS, SECOND SESSION

b This symbol represents the time of day during the House proceedings, e.g., b 1407 is 2:07 p.m.
Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.

.

H5583 

Vol. 154 WASHINGTON, THURSDAY, JUNE 19, 2008 No. 102 

House of Representatives 
The House met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mrs. TAUSCHER). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
JUNE 19, 2008. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable 
ELLEN O. TAUSCHER to act as Speaker 
pro tempore on this day. 

NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 

f 

PRAYER 
Rev. Thomas A. Rhodes, Mount Olive 

Lutheran Church, Folsom, California, 
offered the following prayer: 

We call on You, Heavenly Father, 
from this historic Chamber today, ask-
ing Your wisdom and guidance be with 
these women and men who serve with 
honor and diligence, this courageous 
Nation of those ‘‘yearning to breathe 
free.’’ Grant Your gracious protection 
and tender care to them, their staffs 
and families. 

Lord, grant also Your safety for 
those who stand and protect us and 
preserve the cause of liberty as they 
serve in our country’s Armed Forces. 
May they and their families be under 
Your constant, watchful and loving 
eye. 

Father, the Statue of Liberty arrived 
on our shores on this day in 1885. She 
stands as a beacon of liberty and hope 
for this Nation and the world. In the 
same way, the cross of Your Son Jesus 
Christ stands to remind us of the lib-
erty He won, for all who call on His 
name, as we do now. Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair has examined the Journal of the 

last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House her approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 

gentleman from Florida (Mr. KLEIN) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. KLEIN of Florida led the Pledge 
of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING REV. THOMAS A. 
RHODES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN) is rec-
ognized for 1 minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN. Madam 

Speaker, today Pastor Tom Rhodes vis-
its our Chamber from Folsom, Cali-
fornia, where he is the pastor of Mount 
Olive Lutheran Church. He makes this 
journey with his son, Matt, less than a 
week after Father’s Day as a reward 
for Matt’s graduation from high school 
in Folsom. 

Part of the purpose of their trip is to 
expose Matt to the history and tradi-
tion of American civic dedication, 
since Matt is interested in public serv-
ice. One thing they will see as they 
visit the halls of Congress and the bat-
tlefields of the Civil War is that there 
is no shortage of ways and opportuni-
ties to serve one’s country. And that is 
what we find in Matt’s father, Pastor 
Tom. He told us that the opportunity 
to stand here today as our guest chap-
lain would show his son that ‘‘service 
to our country takes on a variety of 
forms.’’ 

But Pastor Tom’s prayer for us this 
morning, like the prayers his congrega-

tion in Folsom regularly offer, isn’t the 
only place we see this evidence; it is in 
his lifetime of service to God and coun-
try. Besides serving as the Pastor of 
Mount Olive, Pastor Tom has held a 
variety of ministry positions in church, 
including pastor, elder, librarian, Sun-
day school teacher and committee 
chair. 

Outside of church, he has been a 
member of the local PTAs, on the 
Board of Directors for the Twin Lakes 
Food Bank, a narrator for the Wash-
ington Talking Book and Braille Li-
brary, and a part of the Civil Air Pa-
trol for 3 years. 

We are glad to have you here with us 
today, Pastor Tom. Thank you for your 
continued prayers and service to your 
community and country. And Matt, 
congratulations on your recent gradua-
tion and good luck in your future en-
deavors. 

f 

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 6041 

Ms. GRANGER. Madam Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent to remove my 
name as a cosponsor of H.R. 6041. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to 10 further re-
quests for 1-minute speeches on each 
side of the aisle. 

f 

TIME TO REVIEW DISASTROUS 
FARM POLICIES 

(Mr. BLUMENAUER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Madam Speaker, 
while our hearts are touched by the 
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terrible flooding in Iowa, 24 lives lost 
already, 40,000 people who had to be 
evacuated, now is the time to think 
about how we help them in the future 
and prevent others from this fate. 

This is the second 500-year flood in 
the last 15 years. There is a thought- 
provoking article on the front page of 
today’s Washington Post that I would 
commend to all of my colleagues. It re-
calls something that I saw when I last 
visited Iowa, that the whole State has 
been dramatically replumbed. Ninety 
percent of the wetlands have been 
filled and farmed. Last year alone, 
106,000 acres in the Conservation Re-
serve Program were taken out and 
farmed, acres that would have served 
as a great big sponge to capture the 
water instead of making flooding 
worse. 

Because the effects of global warm-
ing and planting one-third of the State 
in corn and soybeans, we should reflect 
on the human role in the unfolding dis-
aster. Now is the time to review our 
disastrous farm and water resource 
policies so that we can protect people 
in the future from this fate. 

f 

EXPLORATION, INNOVATION, AND 
CONSERVATION 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. 
Madam Speaker, the continued rise in 
energy prices threatens our economy 
and our national security. There are 
unfriendly nations around the world 
that are reliant on the world’s addic-
tion to oil. Unstable leaders like Ven-
ezuelan President Hugo Chavez delight 
in our dependence on imported oil and 
they are invested in using that power 
to promote their destructive agenda. 
Our national security is threatened by 
these circumstances. At the same time, 
we are sending billions of our dollars 
out of this country to buy foreign oil. 

House Republicans have proposed a 
sensible plan of exploration, innova-
tion and conservation that outlines 
long-term and short-term solutions to 
promote energy independence. 

There is absolutely no reason why we 
cannot expand American oil and nat-
ural gas exploration, develop alter-
native energy sources and promote en-
ergy efficiency all at the same time. 
Incorrectly, the energy debate in this 
country has been sold as a fight be-
tween those who support alternative 
fuels and those who want to drill. The 
House Republican plan includes all of 
the above. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th. 

f 

CONGRESSIONAL AWARD GOLD 
MEDAL 

(Mr. KLEIN of Florida asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize the win-
ners of the Congressional Award Gold 
Medal from my congressional district 
in south Florida. This award recognizes 
a significant commitment to commu-
nity activism, as well as leadership de-
velopment and physical fitness. 

I am proud to recognize Angela Boyd, 
Addison Craig and Elizabeth Lott from 
Palm Beach Gardens and Jacob 
Schattie from Jupiter. 

Angela Boyd completed over 450 
hours of community service, including 
raising money for juvenile diabetes. 

Addison Craig worked to raise money 
for organizations dedicated to finding a 
cure for cancer and heart disease. 

Elizabeth Lott completed 500 hours of 
work with children and cancer pa-
tients. 

Jacob Schattie was a coach and camp 
counselor to local youth. 

These young men and women are role 
models for people, young and old, in 
my community and throughout our 
country. I am proud to honor these dis-
tinguished individuals today. 

f 

FINDING SOLUTIONS FOR 
SKYROCKETING ENERGY PRICES 

(Mr. NEUGEBAUER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to talk about energy, the 
fact that this is the people’s House and 
the people are speaking. They are 
speaking loud and clear. Unfortu-
nately, I do not think that the Demo-
cratic leadership is listening to the 
people. Survey after survey says we are 
tired of sending money to Hugo Chavez. 
Let’s spend that money in the good old 
USA. 

Madam Speaker, NANCY PELOSI, when 
this new leadership took charge, said 
we are going to bring real change for 
America. Well, the real change that 
this leadership has brought for Amer-
ica is we have the highest gasoline-die-
sel prices in the history of this coun-
try. 

Madam Speaker, real change would 
be for the Democratic leadership for a 
change to begin to bring bills to the 
floor of this House that will bring long- 
term energy security and lower gaso-
line prices for the American people. 

Madam Speaker, it is time for a 
change. It is time for you to change 
your position and bring energy legisla-
tion to the floor so that American peo-
ple do not have to suffer and we do not 
have to send Hugo Chavez any more of 
our hard-earned money. 

f 

EXTEND UNEMPLOYMENT 
INSURANCE 

(Mr. MORAN of Virginia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Madam 
Speaker, today this body will have an 

opportunity to show the American peo-
ple that we get it. We will be asked to 
vote on an extension of unemployment 
insurance for 13 weeks for every State 
in the country. 

Normally, this would be a no-brainer, 
given the fact that a couple weeks ago 
we had the largest percentage increase 
in the number of unemployed. There 
are almost 4 million Americans with-
out a job who can’t find one, and we 
have had millions of Americans lose 
their homes through mortgage fore-
closures. All of our constituents are 
paying over $4 a gallon for gas, almost 
three times what they were paying be-
fore the Bush administration came to 
office. 

But it is not a no-brainer, because 
many of our Republican colleagues 
have consistently opposed extending 
unemployment insurance. A number of 
times, President Bush said he would 
veto the bill if we tried to extend un-
employment insurance. 

Madam Speaker, this is a failed econ-
omy. Let’s not fail the American peo-
ple today. Let’s extend unemployment 
insurance. 

f 

BRAC/REFINERY BILL DISCHARGE 
PETITION 

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PITTS. Madam Speaker, a new 
oil refinery has not been built in the 
United States in over 30 years, and the 
refineries that we do have are oper-
ating at or near capacity. No matter 
how much crude oil is made available, 
the United States simply does not have 
the capacity to refine it. And today we 
are importing processed refined gaso-
line, last week, 1.2 million barrels of 
refined gasoline. 

Less than a week after Hurricane 
Katrina devastated the Gulf, the price 
for regular gasoline increased by 46 
cents, because much of our refining ca-
pacity is located along the Gulf Coast. 
Oil refining capacity is just one of the 
many aspects of our energy policy that 
we need to reconsider as gas prices con-
tinue their steep climb. 

My bill, H.R. 2279, the subject of this 
week’s discharge resolution, would ad-
dress one of the largest hurdles to 
building a new refinery; finding land. 
By using a few closed military bases, 
we can jump-start the process and help 
address our refining needs. 

f 

UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE NEC-
ESSARY FOR 3.8 MILLION JOB-
LESS AMERICANS 

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, mil-
lions of Americans all over the United 
States are struggling to put food on 
the table and gas in their cars. Imagine 
at the same time that these prices 
spike you lose your job and that your 
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