H552

Now, this is important, Mr. Speaker,
because you wouldn’t go take out a
loan and you wouldn’t be approved for
that loan if there was not the ability to
put things in place and begin to see
some success in that neighborhood.

0 2015

Well, we also have another one, a
juice merchant, that used a USAID
microfinance grant and opened a juice
factory in Baghdad. There’s lots of
pomegranate juice and orange juice
and the different juices they are begin-
ning to manufacture and bottle and
sell. This juice factory in Baghdad,
with a microfinance grant from our
USAID, has created 24 full-time jobs in
Baghdad. That one little grant. And
that gentleman is now making that
juice. Of course, I said, well, I hope
that Ahmed is one of the customers of
the juice factory and selling that juice
in his store on the corner, his produce
store on the corner.

Now, I know that there are some who
want to say that the security improve-
ments aren’t meaningful because we
are not seeing enough political
progress in Iraq. I will tell you that,
and I think we all agree, that that po-
litical progress has not moved forward
as quickly as we would like to. But we
were reminded last week as we visited
with Ambassador Crocker and General
Petraeus that the Washington clock
and the Baghdad clock move at dif-
ferent speeds. You know, I guess that
as impatient as many times as we are,
we do have to realize this is a country
that was under a dictator, a very bru-
tal dictator for over three decades.

We are beginning to see some very
encouraging signs of political progress,
and I think this year is going to be a
year when we see some more of that.
Just over a week ago, the Iraqi Par-
liament did pass what was for them a
very difficult law. They have taken a
long time to look at de-Ba’athification
reform, and that was passed. It has
been difficult for them to address that
central question of how the Iraqi peo-
ple are going to deal with their past
and with the legacy of Saddam Hus-
sein.
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The law has gone through their par-
liament, and it has passed. It was
passed with Shiite sponsorship, which
is significant. We have also seen some
key Sunni political blocks return to
parliament, to return to their work to
be a part of the process.

Those are very encouraging steps.
They are steps in the right direction.
Certainly, the success of the surge has
allowed the ability for this to take
place. We have also seen the Iraqi Gov-
ernment has developed and is working
on an ambitious budget. We are cer-
tainly hoping that they are going to do
the same thing as they work through
this current year. We have seen some
encouraging signs of critical power
sharing arrangements within the Iraqi
Government. Their Prime Minister,
Nouri Maliki, is apparently more will-
ing to share power with the three-per-
son presidency council, which rep-
resents each of the major sects in Iraq.
So that is another sign that is very en-
couraging to us.

Anybody who is a serious and objec-
tive observer can say that the surge
has worked. They admit that. We know
that we are going to face more debate
in the coming year over the length and
nature and the size of our mission in
Iraq. I would encourage all of my col-
leagues to take the success of the surge
to heart and to be certain that they are
not trying to snatch a defeat from the
jaws of victory, but that they are being
fair to our troops, that they are recog-
nizing the success that these troops
have given us in the surge, and that
they are taking time to commend and
thank the troops and the commanders

that are on the ground.
I think it’s fair to say, Mr. Speaker,

that we all, I know I certainly appre-
ciate those troops and their families,
and I appreciate having the oppor-
tunity to support them and to let them
know how much I appreciate having
that opportunity to support them and
also to honor them and to honor their
families. My hope is that as we go
through 2008 and as we look at our leg-
islative agenda, Mr. Speaker, I hope
that the work of this body will honor
those men and women who honor us
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every single day, who honor the legacy
of freedom every single day by the way
that they choose to carry out their job
and by the way they choose to rep-
resent this great Nation.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. WYNN (at the request of Mr.
HOYER) for today after 6 p.m.

Mr. BARTON of Texas (at the request
of Mr. BOEHNER) for today after 7 p.m.
on account of attending a funeral.

—————

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Ms. WOOLSEY) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. MCGOVERN, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. CUMMINGS, for 56 minutes, today.

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. KAPTUR, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. SPRATT, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. PALLONE, for 5 minutes, today.

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. GINGREY) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. ROHRABACHER,
today.

Mr. CONAWAY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. BURTON of Indiana, for 56 minutes,
today.

Mr. GINGREY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. BROUN of Georgia, for 5 minutes,
today.

for 5 minutes,

ADJOURNMENT

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, pur-
suant to House Concurrent Resolution
279, 110th Congress, I move that the
House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 20 minutes
p.m.), the House adjourned until
Wednesday, February 6, 2008, at 2 p.m.

EXPENDITURE REPORTS CONCERNING OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL

Reports concerning the foreign currencies and U.S. dollars utilized for Speaker-Authorized Official Travel during the
fourth quarters of 2007 and the first quarter of 2008, pursuant to Public Law 95-384 are as follows:

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, HON. FRANK R. WOLF, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JAN. 1 AND JAN. 9, 2008

Date

Name of Member or employee

Arrival Departure

Per diem !

Transportation

Other purposes Total

U.S. dollar
equivalent
or US.
currency 2

Country Foreign

currency

Foreign
currency

U.S. dollar
equivalent
or US.
currency 2

U.S. dollar
equivalent
or US.
currency?

U.S. dollar
equivalent
or US.
currency 2

Foreign
currency

Foreign
currency

Hon. Frank R. Wolf

Committee total

United States

39,544.00 9,544.00

Kuwait

Iraq

Kuwait 4164.00

Jordan 291.00

291.00

Israel 2,095.00

2,095.00

United States

52,550.00

..... 9,544.00

12,094.00

LPer diem constitutes lodging and meals.

2|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended.

3Total cost of all commercial flights.
4Hotel bill paid directly from fund site.
5Returned $500.00 to U.S. Treasury via cashiers check.

FRANK R. WOLF, Chairman, Jan. 22, 2008.
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REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, DANIEL F. SCANDLING, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JAN. 1 AND JAN. 9, 2008

Date Per diem ! Transportation Other purposes Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name of Member or employee Arrival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
P currency or U.S. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.
currency ? currency? currency? currency 2
Daniel SCANANNG ..oovvvvreeeeeeieeeseseesesieenies s 71 United States 39,544.00 9,544.00
172 12 Kuwait
12 173 Iraq
173 1/4 Kuwait 4164.00 164.00
1/5 1/6 Jordan 291.00 291.00
1/6 1/9 Israel 2,095.00 2,095.00
119 United States
Committee total 52,550.00 9,544.00 12,094.00

Lper diem constitutes lodging and meals.
2|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended.
3Total cost of all commercial flights.
“4Hotel bill paid directly from fund site.
5Returned $500.00 to U.S. Treasury via cashiers check.
DANIEL SCANDLING, Jan. 22, 2008.

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON RULES, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN OCT. 1 AND DEC. 31, 2007

Date Per diem ! Transportation Other purposes Total

U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name of Member or employee Arrival Depart Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent

miva eparture currency or U.S. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.
currency? currency 2 currency? currency 2
Hon. Betty SUtton ..........ccccooveveevcvevscenscscncncicnecnni 10/05 10/07  Qatar 220.00 238.00 458.00
10/07 10/08  Jordan 137.00 142.00 279.00
10/08 10/09  Germany 174.00 49.00 ... 223.00
Hon. David DIGIEr .......evveveereieerceeesiieeseiessiienns 11/26 11/27  Czech Republic 153.00 153.00
11727 11/28  India 536.00 536.00
11/28 11/28  Afghanistan 75.00 75.00
11729 11730 Pakistan 339.00 339.00
11/30 12/03  India 1,608.00 1,608.00
12/03 12/04  Hungary 131.00 131.00
Brad Smith 11/26 11/27  Czech Republic 153.00 153.00
11727 11/28  India 536.00 536.00
11/28 11/28  Afghanistan 75.00 75.00
11/29 11730 Pakistan 339.00 339.00
11/30 12/03  India 1,608.00 1,608.00
12/03 12/04  Hungary 131.00 131.00
Rachel Lehman 11/26 11/27  Czech Republic 153.00 153.00
11727 11/28  India 536.00 536.00
11/28 11/28  Afghanistan 75.00 75.00
11729 11730 Pakistan 339.00 339.00
11/30 12/03  India 1,608.00 1,608.00
12/03 12/04  Hungary 131.00 131.00
David Goldenberg 12/14 12/21  lsrael 1,602.00 oo 759428 o 3660.00 oo 9,856.28
Committee total ... v 10,659.00 oo 759428 oo 1,089.00 oo 19,342.28

LPer diem constitutes lodging and meals.
2|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended.
3Lodging.
LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER, Chairman, Jan. 23, 2008.

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON STANDARDS OF OFFICIAL CONDUCT, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN OCT. 1 AND

DEC. 31, 2007
Date Per diem ! Transportation Other purposes Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name of Member or employee Artival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
P currency or U.S. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.

currency 2 currency 2 currency? currency 2
Ken Kellner 11/01 11/05  Bahrain 10,343.00 10,991.00
Committee total ..........cccccccvcvciiviiiiisisiscicicicies v 10,343.00 10,991.00

1per diem constitutes lodging and meals.
2|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended.
STEPHANIE TUBBS JONES, Chairman, Jan. 16, 2008.

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON VETERANS' AFFAIRS, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN OCT. 1 AND DEC. 31, 2007

Date Per diem ! Transportation Other purposes Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name of Member or employee Artival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
P currency or U.S. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.
currency 2 currency 2 currency? currency 2

HOUSE COMMITTEES
Please Note: If there were no expenditures during the calendar quarter noted above, please check the box at right to so indicate and return.

LPer diem constitutes lodging and meals.
2|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended.
BOB FILNER, Chairman, Jan. 15, 2008.
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REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, JOINT COMMITTEE ON TAXATION, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN OCT. 1 AND DEC, 31, 2007

Date

Name of Member or employee

Arrival Departure

Transportation

Other purposes Total

Per diem !
U.S. dollar
Country Foreign equivalent Foreign
currency or US. currency
currency 2

U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
or US. currency or US. currency or US.
currency 2 currency? currency 2

HOUSE COMMITTEES

Please Note: If there were no expenditures during the calendar quarter noted above, please check the box at right to so indicate and return.

1per diem constitutes lodging and meals.

2|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended.

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

5164. A letter from the Principal Deputy

Associate Administrator, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Difenoconazole; Pesticide

Tolerance [EPA-HQ-OPP-2007-0541; FRI.-8343-
5] received January 3, 2008, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ag-
riculture.

5165. A letter from the Principal Deputy
Associate Administrator, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Fluroxypyr; Pesticide Tol-
erance [EPA-HQ-OPP-2007-0114; FRIL-8343-2]
received December 21, 2007, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ag-
riculture.

5166. A letter from the Principal Deputy
Associate Administrator, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Dimethenamid; Pesticide
Tolerance [EPA-HQ-OPP-2007-0116; FRI1.-8342-
7] received December 21, 2007, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ag-
riculture.

5167. A letter from the Director, Defense
Procurement and Acquisition Policy, De-
partment of Defense, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Defense Federal Ac-
quisition Regulation Supplement; Lead Sys-
tem Integrators [DFARS Case 2006-D051]
(RIN: 0750-AF80) received December 21, 2007,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services.

5168. A letter from the Counsel for Legisla-
tion and Regulations, Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Project-Based
Voucher Rents for Units Receiving Low-In-
come Housing Tax Credits [Docket No. FR-
5034-F-02] (RIN: 2577-AC62) received Decem-
ber 20, 2007, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
to the Committee on Financial Services.

5169. A letter from the Director, Office of
Legislative Affairs, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Identity Theft Red Flags and
Address Discrepancies Under the Fair and
Accurate Credit Transactions Act of 2003
[Docket ID OCC-2007-0017] (RIN: 1557-AC8T7)
received December 20, 2007, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services.

5170. A letter from the General Counsel,
National Credit Union Administration,
transmitting the Administration’s final rule
— Purchase, Sale, and Pledge of Eligible Ob-
ligations (RIN: 3133-ADa37) received December
20, 2007, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Financial Services.

5171. A letter from the Principal Deputy
Associate Administrator, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; West
Virginia; Section 110(a)(1) 8-Hour Ozone
Maintenance Plan and Amendments to the 1-
Hour Ozone Maintenance Plan [EPA-R03-
OAR-2007-0215; FRIL-8513-8] received January

3, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

5172. A letter from the Principal Deputy
Associate Administrator, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Michigan: Final Authoriza-
tion of State Hazardous Waste Management
Program Revision [Docket No. EPA-RO05-
RCRA-2007-0722; FRIL-8514-1] received Janu-
ary 3, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

5173. A letter from the Principal Deputy
Associate Administrator, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Revisions to Consolidated
Federal Air Rule; Correction [EPA-HQ-OAR-
2007-0429; FRL-8511-7] (RIN: 2060-A045) re-
ceived December 21, 2007, pursuant to b5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

5174. A letter from the Principal Deputy
Associate Administrator, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Regulation of Oil-Bearing
Hazardous Secondary Materials From the
Petroleum Refining Industry Processed in a
Gagification System to Produce Synthesis
Gas [RCRA-2002: FRL-8511-5] (RIN: 2050-AE78)
received December 21, 2007, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

5175. A letter from the Acting Director Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final
rule — Fisheries of the Northeastern United
States; Summer Flounder Fishery; Commer-
cial Quota Harvested for New York [Docket
No. 061020273-7001-03] (RIN: 0648-XD45) re-
ceived December 20, 2007, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources.

5176. A letter from the Acting Director Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final
rule — Fisheries of the Northeastern United
States; Atlantic Bluefish Fishery; Quota
Transfer [Docket No. 061109296-7009-02] (RIN:
0648-XD65) received December 20, 2007, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Natural Resources.

5177. A letter from the Acting Director Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final
rule — Fraser River Sockeye and Pink Salm-
on Fisheries; Inseason Orders (RIN: 0648-
XDO05) received December 20, 2007, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Natural Resources.

5178. A letter from the Secretary, Federal
Maritime Commission, Federal Maritime
Commission, transmitting the Commission’s
final rule — Amendment to Regulations Gov-
erning the Filing of Proof of Financial Re-
sponsibility [Docket No. 07-06] (RIN: 3072-
AC33) received January 4, 2008, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

5179. A letter from the Director of Regula-
tions Management, Office of Regulation Pol-
icy & Management, VA, Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, transmitting the Department’s

MAX BAUCUS, Chairman, Jan. 14, 2008.

final rule — Dependents’ Educational Assist-
ance (RIN: 2900-AM72) received January 4,
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

5180. A letter from the Director of Regula-
tions Management (00REG), Department of
Veterans Affairs, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Education: Approval of
Accredited Courses for VA Education Bene-
fits (RIN: 2900-AMS80) received January 4,
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

5181. A letter from the Director of Regula-
tions Management, Department of Veterans
Affairs, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — VA Acquisition Regulation: Plain
Language Rewrite (RIN: 2900-AK78) received
January 4, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Veterans’
Affairs.

5182. A letter from the Acting SSA Regula-
tions Officer, Social Security Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final
rule — Privacy and Disclosure of Official
Records and Information [Docket No. SSA-
2007-0067] (RIN: 0960-AG14) received December
20, 2007, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Ways and Means.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts: Committee
on Financial Services. H.R. 3521. A bill to im-
prove the Operating Fund for public housing
of the Department of Housing and Urban De-
velopment; with an amendment (Rept. 110-
521). Referred to the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union.

DISCHARGE OF COMMITTEE

Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XII the
Committee on Energy and Commerce
discharged from further consideration.
H.R. 2830 referred to the Committee of
the Whole House on the State of the
Union.

———

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions were introduced
and severally referred, as follows:

By Mr. RAHALL (for himself, Mrs.
CAPITO, and Mr. MOLLOHAN):

H.R. 5151. A bill to designate as wilderness
additional National Forest System lands in
the Monongahela National Forest in the
State of West Virginia, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources, and in addition to the Committee on
Agriculture, for a period to be subsequently
determined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

By Mr. KIRK (for himself, Mr. KLEIN of
Florida, Mr. CROWLEY, and Ms. BERK-
LEY):
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