H5478

Our constituents are crying out for
it. None of us go home that we don’t
come across somebody who has asked,
why do you constantly argue with each
other and fuss and fight? Get some-
thing done.

Benjamin Franklin knew a solution
221 years ago, Mr. Speaker. I would
argue that that solution is more power-
ful today, and it is clearly more needed
today by this body than even 210 years
ago.

———

AMERICAN RELIGIOUS HISTORY
WEEK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Alabama (Mr. ADERHOLT)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker, I do
want to thank my colleagues for tak-
ing time to call attention to this topic
that we have been discussing tonight.
And certainly from the very beginning
of our history in this Nation, religious
expression and faith was the norm
amongst conversations that our Found-
ing Fathers had.

Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. FORBES) along with sev-
eral of my colleagues tonight pointed
out that as we stand here tonight in
this Chamber that as we look around
the room and we see the reliefs under
the ceiling of the Chamber, and we see
the 23 different lawgivers that are de-
picted above the gallery doorways, the
most prominent relief, of course, has
been noted is that of Moses who handed
down the Ten Commandments. And of
course those Ten Commandments were
handed down to the children of Israel
from God Himself.

Furthermore, it has been noted here
tonight that “In God We Trust” is
above the Speaker’s chair, as it is our
national motto. And of course let’s not
forget that as we started the legisla-
tive day today, before we voted on the
legislation just a couple of hours ago, a
chaplain said a prayer that began the
legislative day. And of course that has
been the custom dating back to the
days of our Founding Fathers.

The Founding Fathers no doubt be-
lieved that God had His Almighty hand
in the founding and the building of this
Nation. George Washington himself be-
lieved that America’s independence
from Britain ultimately depended on
God and not man. I find it interesting
that it is not unusual for the Founding
Fathers when they dated documents at
that time they would use the phrase
“in the year of our Lord Jesus Christ
1776’ of what the date may have been.

A few months ago, I was walking
down the stairways just outside of the
House Chamber, and one of the paint-
ings that is above the stairways is the
““Signing of the Constitution.” And I
have passed by that painting hundreds
of times. Of course, most Americans
are very familiar with that famous
painting. But for some reason, one
thing caught my eye that was not usu-
ally the case, and I noticed there was
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an open book there near where the pre-
siding officer was over the signers of
the Constitution. And I took a closer
look and noticed that it was an open
book. And at the top it said ‘‘Saint
Matthew.” And certainly I don’t think
it is any coincidence that that book
was open on that particular day.

One may ask why our Founding Fa-
thers were so concerned about this
issue. And one reason I believe that
they were so focused on this issue and
thought it was so important is because
they had this radical belief that we are
all endowed by our Creator with cer-
tain inalienable rights. And this was
indeed a radical concept in the time,
because in England your rights were
granted to you by the king. Therefore,
if the king or the queen granted your
rights, or if man granted your rights,
then the king or the queen or the man
could take those rights away. However,
if God granted those rights, no person,
be he king or queen, could take them
away. They were a gift of God.

So when one asks the importance of
religious history and faith in America,
one can point to many reasons. And
one reason that we can point back to is
that in the United States of America,
rights are granted by God and not by
man.

——
THE WAR OF PRINCIPALITIES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. JORDAN) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. JORDAN of Ohio. I thank the
Speaker for his patience this evening. I
want to thank Congressman FORBES for
putting the previous Special Order to-
gether on our religious history here in
this country.

Mr. Speaker, make no mistake about
it. There is a debate going on today in
our culture over whose set of prin-
ciples, whose set of values are going to
prevail. There are those of us who un-
derstand the significance of faith, the
importance of faith in public life, the
importance of faith in America and our
entire history and our entire experi-
ence, those of us who understand that
faith has been central to making us the
greatest Nation in human history
versus those on the secular side who
think we need a more secular culture.
That is the debate.

And it is important that we weigh in
on that debate. It is important that as
we wage that debate and argue for the
importance of faith in our culture and
our public life that we recognize the re-
ligious history in the entire American
experience that we have so enjoyed. I
believe the American people get it. I
believe the vast majority of families
understand what the Founders under-
stood, that faith is central to who we
are as a people and to the great place
we have as the greatest country in his-
tory.

It has been said many times already
by previous speakers, but I think when
you think about some of the things the
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Founders said, I love what Franklin
said when they were in the midst of de-
bate, and he was advocating for prayer
before, so they could get through this
impasse that they found themselves, he
made the statement that if a sparrow
can’t fall without His knowledge, is it
likely an empire can rise without His
assistance? The Founders understood
the importance of prayer. They under-
stood the importance of faith.

And as many speakers have also ref-
erenced that document that I would
argue next to Scripture, second only to
Scripture, the greatest words ever put
on paper, the Declaration of Independ-
ence, where the Founders wrote, ‘“We
hold these truths to be self-evident, all
men are created equal, endowed by
their Creator with certain inalienable
rights, that among these are life, lib-
erty and the pursuit of happiness,’’ fab-
ulous language, this almost romantic
vision that the Founders had about
what this country would offer to its
people. They understood that we did, in
fact, get our rights from the Almighty,
and it is government’s job not to grant
us privileges, not to grant us rights,
but to protect the rights we have by
the very fact we were created in God’s
image.

And that fundamental principle is
different from any other country in
history. And again, it sets us apart.
And so it is important that we recog-
nize this history and recognize this de-
bate that is going on and not be afraid
to stand up and defend those principles
that make us special.

I think it is appropriate that I end
with one of my favorite Scriptures in IT
Timothy where Paul writes to Tim-
othy. He says, ‘I fought the good fight,
I finished the course, I have kept the
faith.” And that is our charge as Amer-
icans, to fight the fight, to finish the
course and to keep the faith that the
Founders understood was central to
making us the greatest nation ever.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. CONYERS (at the request of Mr.
HoYER) for today on account of per-
sonal business.

Mr. ENGEL (at the request of Mr.
HOYER) for today on account of a codel
flight delay.

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas (at the re-
quest of Mr. HOYER) for today on ac-
count of a doctor’s appointment.

Mr. KIND (at the request of Mr.
HOYER) for today on account of flood-
ing in the district.

Mrs. NAPOLITANO (at the request of
Mr. HOYER) for today on account of
family obligations.

Mr. STARK (at the request of Mr.
HoYER) for today after 6 p.m. and for
the balance of the week.

———

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:
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(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Ms. WOOLSEY) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. DEFAZIO, for 56 minutes, today.

Ms. KAPTUR, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. SPRATT, for 5 minutes, today.

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. SMITH of Nebraska) to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material:)

Mr. POE, for 5 minutes, June 20, 23
and 24.

Mr. JONES of North Carolina, for 5
minutes, June 20, 23 and 24.

Mr. BisHOP of Utah, for 5 minutes,
today and June 18.

Mr. McCOTTER, for 5 minutes, June

19.

Mr. BURTON of Indiana, for 5 minutes,
June 20.

Mr. FORTENBERRY, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. WELLER of Illinois, for 5 minutes,
June 18.

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona, for 5 minutes,
today, June 18, 19, and 20.

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington, for 5
minutes, June 18.

Mr. CONAWAY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. MORAN of Kansas, for 5 minutes,
June 18 and 19.

(The following Members (at their own
request) to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial:)

Mr.
today.

Mr. BOOZMAN, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. ADERHOLT, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. JORDAN of Ohio, for 5 minutes,
today.

NEUGEBAUER, for 5 minutes,

———
SENATE BILL REFERRED

A Dbill of the Senate of the following
title was taken from the Speaker’s
table and, under the rule, referred as
follows:

S. Con. Res. 84. Concurrent resolution hon-
oring the memory of Robert Mondavi; to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

————
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock and 56 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow,
Wednesday, June 18, 2008, at 9:30 a.m.

——————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

7144. A letter from the Congressional Re-
view Coordinator, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Consolidation of the Fruit Fly Regu-
lations [Docket No. APHIS-2007-0084] (RIN:
05679-AC57) received June 9, 2008, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Agriculture.
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7145. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Bifenthrin; Pesticide Toler-
ances [EPA-HQ-OPP-2007-0535; FRIL-8366-4]
received June 9, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.

801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture.
7146. A letter from the Director, Regu-

latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — 1 ,3-Dichloropropene and
metabolites; Pesticide Tolerance [EPA-HQ-
OPP-2007-0637; FRL-8345-1] received April 30,
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Agriculture.

7147. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — (Z)-7,8-epoxy-2-
methyloctadecane (Disparlure); Exemption
from the Requirement of a Tolerance [EPA-
HQ-OPP-2007-0596; FRL-8367-7] received June
9, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Agriculture.

7148. A letter from the Secretary to the
Farm Credit Administration Board, Farm
Credit Administration, transmitting the Ad-
ministration’s ‘““Major’’ final rule — Federal
Agricultural Mortgage Corporation Funding
and Fiscal Affairs; Risk-Based Capital Re-
quirements (RIN: 3052-AC36) received June
11, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Agriculture.

7149. A communication from the President
of the United States, transmitting a request
for FY 2009 budget amendments for the De-
partments of Agriculture, Commerce, Health
and Human Services, Homeland Security,
the Interior, Labor, and the Treasury; (H.
Doc. N0.110-123); to the Committee on Appro-
priations and ordered to be printed.

7150. A communication from the President
of the United States, transmitting a request
for FY 2009 budget amendments for the De-
partment of Agriculture, Energy, Homeland
Security, Housing and Urban Development,
the Interior, Labor, Transportation, and the
Treasury; as well as the Corps of Engineers,
the National Aeronautics and Space Admin-
istration, and the Office of Personnel Man-
agement; (H. Doc. No. 110-124); to the Com-
mittee on Appropriations and ordered to be
printed.

7151. A letter from the Principal Deputy
Under Secretary for Personnel and Readi-
ness, Department of Defense, transmitting
authorization of the enclosed list of officers
to wear the insignia of the grade of rear ad-
miral (lower half) accordance with title 10,
United States Code, section 777; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services.

7152. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
for Installations and Environment, Depart-
ment of the Navy, Department of Defense,
transmitting notice of the completion of a
public-private competition at the Marine
Corps Air Station Miramar located in San
Diego, California, pursuant to 10 TU.S.C.
2462(a); to the Committee on Armed Services.

7153. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Defense, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s certification regarding the retire-
ment of one U-2 test configured aircraft lo-
cated at Palmdale, California, in accordance
with Section 133 of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act of FY 2007, as modified by
Section 132 of the National Defense Author-
ization Act of FY 2008; to the Committee on
Armed Services.

7154. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
for Installations and Environment, Depart-
ment of the Navy, Department of Defense,
transmitting notice of the completion of a
public-private competition at the Fleet Nu-
merical Meteorology Oceanography Center
located in Monterey, CA, pursuant to 10
U.S.C. 2462(a); to the Committee on Armed
Services.
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7155. A letter from the Under Secretary for
Acquisition, Technology and Logistics, De-
partment of Defense, transmitting the De-
partment’s report on the Federally Funded
Research and Development Center’s HEsti-
mated FY 2009 Staff-years of Technical Ef-
fort (STEs) and Estimated Funding, pursu-
ant to Public Law 110-116, section 8025(e); to
the Committee on Armed Services.

7156. A letter from the Deputy Under Sec-
retary for Logistics and Material Readiness,
Department of Defense, transmitting the an-
nual report on operations of the National De-
fense Stockpile (NDS), detailing NDS oper-
ations during FY 2007 and providing informa-
tion with regard to the acquisition, upgrade,
and disposition of NDS materials, as well as
the financial status of the NDS Transaction
Fund for FY 2007, pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 98h-
2(a); to the Committee on Armed Services.

7157. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation
of Implementation Plans; New Jersey; Zero-
Emission Vehicle Component of the Low
Emission Vehicle Program [Docket No. EPA-
R02-OAR-2006-0920, FRL-8522-3] received April
30, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

7158. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; State
of Colorado; Regulation No. 7, Section XII,
Volatile Organic Compounds from Oil and
Gas Operations [EPA-R08-OAR-2007-1002;
FRL-8521-5] received April 30, 2008, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

7159. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Ohio;
Oxides of Nitrogen Budget Trading Program
[EPA-R05-OAR-2006-0976;  FRL-8526-8] re-
ceived April 30, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

7160. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Maine;
Conformity of General Federal Actions.
[EPA-R01-OAR-2007-0633; A-1-FRL-8517-6] re-
ceived April 30, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

7161. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation
of Implementation Plans and Designation of
Areas for Air Quality Planning Purposes;
Wisconsin; Redesignation of Kewaunee Coun-
ty to Attainment for Ozone [EPA-R05-OAR-
2007-0957; FRL-8568-2] received May 19, 2008,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

7162. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Protection of the Strato-
spheric Ozone: Alternatives for the Motor
Vehicle Air Conditioning Sector under the
Significant New Alternatives Policy (SNAP)
Program [EPA-HQ-OAR-2004-0488; FRI.-8578-
1] (RIN: 2060-AMb54) received June 9, 2008, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

7163. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Protection of
Stratrospheric Ozone: Allocation of Essen-
tial Use Allowances for Calendar Year 2008
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