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faced bleak oppression and disenfranchise-
ment.

With the founding, and the success, of this
movement, nothing would ever be the same.

Barbara C. Jordan was a distinguished
Member of this House from Houston, Texas,
from 1973 to 1979, and a member of the Judi-
ciary Committee.

In 1966, she became the first African Amer-
ican to serve in the Texas State Senate since
1883.

In 1972, she and and Andrew Young be-
came the first African Americans elected to
Congress from the South since 1898.

If those dates are jarring, they should be.
The post-Reconstruction era was marked by
violence, state-sponsored terror, and legal
roadblocks that disenfranchised African Ameri-
cans throughout the South. These efforts were
so effective in undermining the plain command
of the 15th Amendment, that no African Amer-
ican would represent the South in this House
until we enacted and began enforcing the Vot-
ing Rights Act of 1965.

Representative Jordan was both a symbol
of that new law, and an activist who gave
those legal guarantees real meaning.

When it came time to reauthorize the Voting
Rights Act in 1975, Representative Jordan
sponsored legislation broadening it to include
Hispanic Americans, Native Americans, and
Asian Americans. Thanks to her efforts, the
Voting Rights Act now protects the rights of
voters with limited English proficiency.

Always a tireless fighter for social justice,
Barbara Jordan was known for her passion
and her eloquence. In 1976, she became the
first African American to deliver the keynote
speech at the Democratic National Conven-
tion.

For her outstanding contributions to this na-
tion, Barbara Jordan was awarded the Presi-
dential Medal of Freedom by President Bill
Clinton in 1994.

A legal scholar, a skilled legislator, an edu-
cator, and a fighter for social justice, Barbara
Jordan’s name belongs on the Voting Rights
Act.

William C. Velasquez, another Texan, and
another Presidential Medal of Freedom hon-
oree, founded the Southwest Voter Registra-
tion and Education Project, the nation’s largest
voter registration project aimed at the Hispanic
community.

Under his leadership, the SVREP launched
hundreds of successful get-out-the-vote and
voter registration drives throughout the South-
west, greatly expanding the number of reg-
istered Latino voters and increasing Hispanic
participation in the political process.

Mr. Velasquez, who was also a leader in the
United Farm Workers and helped found the
Mexican American Youth Organization, and la
Raza Unida, helped others believe as he did
that “Su voto es su voz’—your vote is your
voice.

When President Clinton posthumously
awarded Mr. Velasquez the Presidential Medal
of Freedom in 1995, he was only the second
Latino to receive the nation’s highest civilian
honor.

His contributions make it more than appro-
priate for us to add his name to the Voting
Rights Act.

Dr. Hector P. Garcia was a decorated vet-
eran of World War Il, a physician, and the
founder of American Gl Forum.

Organized by Dr. Garcia in a Corpus Christi
elementary school classroom one evening in
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March, 1948, the Gl Forum ultimately spread
across the United States and became a lead-
ing civil rights organization.

World War Il was very much a watershed in
opening up new opportunities for Texas Mexi-
cans. But civil rights between 1945 and the
late 1950s did not come to Mexican Ameri-
cans automatically.

Many housing developments, restaurants,
movies, swimming pools, and even hospitals
were considered off-limits to Mexican-Ameri-
cans. Police and other law enforcement agen-
cies, such as the Texas Rangers and the Bor-
der Patrol, all too often reminded Tejanos of
their second-class citizenship through dispar-
agement or intimidation. Employment opportu-
nities diminished quickly.

Politically, Texas Mexicans had to pay the
poll tax, and cope with other voting and office-
holding restrictions. Mexican American farm
laborers, like those in a labor camp in nearby
Mathis, Texas, endured inhuman living condi-
tions.

Disabled Mexican American veterans were
left starving or sick when a dilatory Veteran’s
Administration failed to send financial and
medical benefits. Local school officials blithely
admitted on the radio that Mexican American
children were segregated. This was the Texas
that Dr. Hector Garcia returned to after World
War 1.

In 1966, through the efforts of the Forum
and other groups, the Texas poll tax was re-
pealed. The Forum also undertook a march on
the Texas State Capitol to protest the low
wages of Mexican agricultural laborers.

In 1967, President Johnson appointed Dr.
Garcia alternate ambassador to the United
Nations. He was tasked with the improvement
of relations with Latin American nations.

Dr. Garcia made history when, on October
26, he became the first United States rep-
resentative to speak before the U.N. in a lan-
guage other than English. President Johnson
also appointed him to the U.S. Commission on
Civil Rights.

In 1972, Garcia was arrested at a sit-in pro-
test of the de facto segregation in Corpus
Christi school district. In 1987, he became in-
volved in the struggle against the campaign to
name English the official language of the
United States. His final project was to improve
the standard of living in the colonias in the Rio
Grande Valley along the United States-Mexico
border.

A fighter for this nation in combat, a distin-
guished physician, a courageous leader in the
struggle for equality and freedom, it is fitting
for us to add Dr. Garcia’s name to the Voting
Rights Act.

| urge my colleagues to support this impor-
tant legislation.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Texas (Ms.
JACKSON-LEE) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the Senate bill, S.
188.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the Senate
bill was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
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ANDREW L. JEFFERSON ENDOW-
MENT FOR TRIAL ADVOCACY

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and agree to the resolution (H. Res. 31)
recognizing the Honorable Andrew L.
Jefferson, Jr., on the occasion of the
establishment of an endowment for
trial advocacy called the ‘‘Andrew L.
Jefferson Endowment for Trial Advo-
cacy” at Texas Southern University’s
Thurgood Marshall School of Law in
Houston, Texas.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. REs. 31

Whereas this distinguished gentleman
graduated from the University of Texas
School of Law in 1959 and became a partner
with Washington and Jefferson, Attorneys at
Law, in Houston; he served as an assistant
criminal district attorney for Bexar County,
a chief assistant United States attorney for
the Western District of Texas, and a trial
counsel and labor relations counsel for Hum-
ble Oil & Refining Company;

Whereas in 1970, Andrew Jefferson was ap-
pointed judge of the Court of Domestic Rela-
tions 2, Harris County, and in 1974, he was
elected judge of the 208th District Court,
Harris County; in 1975, he decided to re-enter
the practice of law and is currently in pri-
vate practice;

Whereas Judge Jefferson was admitted to
practice in the United States Court of Ap-
peals for the Fifth Circuit, Sixth Circuit, and
Eleventh Circuit and the Supreme Court of
the United States;

Whereas a longtime active committee
member of the State Bar of Texas, he is also
a Fellow of the Texas Bar Foundation and
the American Bar Foundation and a member
of the Texas Trial Lawyers Association; he
was formerly a member of the Texas Con-
stitutional Revision Commission;

Whereas well known for his expertise in
the legal field, Judge Jefferson has been a
highly sought-after speaker throughout his
career; he has been a frequent speaker at the
Criminal Law Institute for the Houston Bar
Association and the San Antonio Bar Asso-
ciation; he was a speaker for the National
Bar Association’s convention and for the
Family Law Institute;

Whereas a highly respected individual,
Judge Jefferson has been prominent in com-
munity organizations and activities through-
out his life and is noted for his leadership
and sound judgment;

Whereas a former chairman of the board of
the Houston Branch of the Federal Reserve
Bank and of the Texas Southern University
Foundation, he is a life member of the Hous-
ton Area Urban League and the National As-
sociation for the Advancement of Colored
People;

Whereas he has been the recipient of a
number of awards, including the Anti-Defa-
mation League National Torch of Liberty
Award, the Forward Times Community Serv-
ice Award, the League of United Latin Amer-
ican Citizens National Community Service
Award, and the Community Service Award
from La Raza; and

Whereas an exemplary and distinguished
gentleman, Judge Jefferson is beloved and
respected by his many friends and the people
of the legal community, and he deserves rec-
ognition for his outstanding career and ac-
complishments: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives hereby commends Andrew L. Jefferson,



June 17, 2008

Jr., on his achievements and extends con-
gratulations to him on his selection as the
First Endowed Chair of the Thurgood Mar-
shall School of Law Trial Advocacy Pro-
gram.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. ISSA) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Texas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members have 5 legislative days to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the reso-
lution under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Madam Speaker, it is a true honor to
have the opportunity to sometimes
honor those who are quiet giants, who
represent the embodiment of the best
of America, those who have pulled
themselves up by their bootstraps, and
to have the success story written by
their own pen, by their own ink. So I
rise today to honor a great Texan, a
great civil rights advocate and a great
American. The resolution recognizes a
great legal scholar, as well as a great
institution of legal education located
in Houston, Texas.

Judge Andrew Jefferson is the em-
bodiment of scholarship, of toughness,
of respect, of fairness. He is respected
by members of our community, Repub-
licans and Democrats alike. He is re-
spected by members, icons themselves,
of the Texas Bar, and well-known
around the Nation. He is cherished by
the National Bar Association, the
Houston Bar Association, the Amer-
ican Bar Association, and as well he is
cherished by Texas Southern Univer-
sity and the Thurgood Marshall School
of Law.

This scholar is Judge Andrew L. Jef-
ferson, and the institution that he
cherishes is the Thurgood Marshall
School of Law at Texas Southern Uni-
versity. Both embody the spirit of legal
excellence and public service.

As we talked this day on the celebra-
tion of Juneteenth, I am reminded of
Representative Al Edwards, who orga-
nized Juneteenth, and we have cele-
brated under his leadership for 29
years. Juneteenth, as I indicated, was
about freedom, and Judge Jefferson
connotes freedom.

Andrew L. Jefferson, a native of Dal-
las, Texas, graduated from the Univer-
sity of Texas School of Law in 1959.
After earning his Bachelor’s Degree
from Texas Southern University, he
was the President of the Alpha Phi
Alpha Fraternity and rose to become a
partner at the law firm of Washington
and Jefferson, Attorneys at Law, in
Houston. He has served as an assistant
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criminal district attorney for Bexar
County. These, Madam Speaker, were
jobs that he was able to secure with his
own talents way before integration
came to the south.

He was a Chief Assistant United
States Attorney for the Western Dis-
trict of Texas. He was a pioneer for
young lawyers, a pioneer in going in
places in the law where African Amer-
ican lawyers could not go. In Houston,
Texas, African American lawyers could
not use the law library. They could not
eat in the cafeteria. And, of course, he
was a trial counsel and labor relations
counsel for Humble Oil and Refining
Company, the predecessor to Exxon.

Each time, he was a pioneer, he ex-
plored new ground, and certainly as an
African American getting his degrees
in the late 1950s going through the
1960s before the passage of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964 and 1965 and the Vot-
ing Rights Act, he truly braved new
areas and stood for the dignity and re-
spect of all in our community.

Judge Jefferson served in the Judge
Advocate General Corps in the United
States Army Reserve. He was honor-
ably discharged as a captain. Mind you,
he was pioneering and doing all of this
in the early days of the 1950s and 1960s.

He has as his lovely bride another
civic leader, Mary Jefferson, who I
spoke to just last evening. I sent her
my best greetings and those to Judge
Jefferson, who is mending. We wish
him a speedy recovery.

But we also know he has strength
and determination and is a role model
to many. Mary Jefferson, his partner of
many years, has served on many orga-
nizations herself. She is a strong advo-
cate for quality education for our
youth and for more opportunities for
young people to go to college by ex-
panding financial access, and she is a
fighter for civil rights herself. She is a
long-standing member of the Links in
Houston.
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A longtime, active committee mem-
ber of the State Bar of Texas, Judge
Jefferson is also a fellow of the Texas
Bar Foundation, a member of the
American Bar Foundation, of the Texas
Trial Lawyers Association, and of the
Texas Constitutional Revision Com-
mission. This outstanding jurist, who
is renowned for his expertise in legal
practice, has been a highly sought after
speaker throughout his career and has
frequently shared his experience and
knowledge with the Criminal Law In-
stitute for the Houston Bar Associa-
tion, with the San Antonio Bar Asso-
ciation, and he has spoken in many
places. He served on the board of the
Houston branch of the Federal Reserve
Bank and of the Texas Southern Uni-
versity Foundation.

I remind my colleagues that Texas
Southern University was borne out of
discrimination when individuals in the
State of Texas could not go to the Uni-
versity of Texas, as evidenced by the
Heman Sweatt lawsuit.
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He has received numerous awards and
honors, among them the Anti-Defama-
tion League’s National Torch of Lib-
erty Award, the Forward Times Com-
munity Service Award, the League of
United Latin American Citizens Na-
tional Community Service Award, and
the Community Service Award from La
Raza. In addition, he was the Presi-
dential nominee to sit on the United
States Court of Appeals for the Fifth
Circuit.

To honor Judge Jefferson on this oc-
casion will be momentous for the City
of Houston, for Texas Southern Univer-
sity and for minorities worldwide who
aspire to study and practice law.

I congratulate Judge Jefferson for
the life that he has led, for the young
people whom he has been able to lead.
Through his great service, the Texas
Southern University Law School, the
Thurgood Marshall School of Law, has
established a trial advocacy program
that will be in his name at the
Thurgood Marshall School of Law, and
it will be because of what he did for
those he stood by and for those he
managed to lead and to inspire.

Judge Jefferson was a good friend
and advisor to Barbara Jordan. He ran
many campaigns, but as he continues
to live his life, he will be renowned and
will continue to be known for fighting
for equality, for civil rights, for stand-
ing tall, and for never stepping away
from a tough fight.

So, as we acknowledge Congress-
woman Barbara Jordan, I will say that
he is the person who stood by her as
she sought to expand the Voting Rights
Act in her time in Congress.

Judge Jefferson: A leader, a role
model, a civil rights fighter, along with
his wife, Mary Jefferson, icons of our
community, patriots, and great Ameri-
cans.

I ask my colleagues to support the
legislation H. Res. 31.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. ISSA. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

| rise in support of House Resolution 31,
recognizing the Honorable Andrew L. Jeffer-
son, Jr. and congratulating him on his selec-
tion as the First Endowed Chair of the
Thurgood Marshall School of Law Trial Advo-
cacy Program at Texas Southern University in
Houston, Texas.

Mr. Jefferson, a graduate of the University
of Texas School of Law, served as an assist-
ant criminal district attorney for Bexar County,
a chief assistant United States attorney for the
Western District of Texas, and a trial counsel
and labor relations counsel for Humble Oil &
Refining Company. He was later elected judge
of the 208th District Court in Harris County be-
fore returning to private practice.

Mr. Jefferson received the Anti-Defamation
League National Torch of Liberty Award, the
League of United Latin American Citizens Na-
tional Community Service Award, and the
Community Service Award from La Raza.

| join my colleagues in congratulating Mr.
Jefferson, and in recognizing his distinguished
career and community service.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam
Speaker, let me close by indicating
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that Judge Jefferson is to be honored
today for many reasons, but I hope one
of the strongest reasons will be his
ability to work with young lawyers and
the excellent service that he gave as a
member of the State bench.

For those reasons, along with his
commitment to civil rights and voter
rights, I ask my colleagues to enthu-
siastically support H. Res. 31, recog-
nizing the Honorable Andrew L. Jeffer-
son.

Madam Speaker, | rise today to honor a
great Texan, a great civil rights advocate, and
a great American. My resolution recognizes a
great legal scholar, as well as a great institu-
tion of legal education located in the 18th
Congressional District of Texas.

The scholar is Judge Andrew L. Jefferson,
and the institution is the Thurgood Marshall
School of Law at Texas Southern University.
Both embody the spirit of the legal excellence
and public service.

Andrew L. Jefferson, a native of Dallas,
Texas, graduated from the University of Texas
School of Law in 1959, after earning his Bach-
elor's degree from Texas Southern University.

He was president of Alpha Phi Alpha Frater-
nity, and rose to became a partner with Wash-
ington and Jefferson, Attorneys at Law, in
Houston.

He has served as an assistant criminal dis-
trict attorney for Bexar Country, a chief assist-
ant United States Attorney for the Western
District of Texas, and a trial counsel and labor
relations counsel for Humble Oil and Refining
Company.

Each time, he was a pioneer, he explored
new ground, and certainly as an African Amer-
ican, getting his degrees in the late 1950s,
going through the 1960s before the passage
of the Civil Rights Acts of 1964 and 1965, and
the Voting Rights Act, he truly braved new
areas and stood for the dignity and respect of
all in our community.

Judge Jefferson served in the Judge Advo-
cate General Corps in the U.S. Army Reserve,
where he was honorably discharged as a cap-
tain.

He has as his lovely bride another civic
leader, Mary Jefferson, who | have the pleas-
ure of serving with on a number of organiza-
tions. She advocates for quality education for
our youth, and for more opportunities for
young people to go to college by expanding fi-
nancial access.

A long-time active committee member of the
State Bar of Texas, Judge Jefferson is also a
Fellow of the Texas Bar Foundation, a mem-
ber of the American Bar Foundation, the
Texas Trial Lawyers Association, and the
Texas Constitutional Revision Commission.

This outstanding jurist, who is renowned for
his expertise in legal practice, has been a
highly sought-after speaker throughout his ca-
reer, and has frequently shared his experience
and knowledge with the Criminal Law Institute
for the Houston Bar Association and the San
Antonio Bar Association. Furthermore, Judge
Jefferson has spoken at conventions for the
National Bar Association and the Family Law
Institute.

Aside from the respect that he has earned
as a skilled jurist and advocate, Judge Jeffer-
son’s leadership and sound judgment has
merited tenures as chairman of the board of
the Houston Branch of the Federal Reserve
Bank and of the Texas Southern University
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Foundation. Moreover, he is a life member of
the Houston Area Urban League and the Na-
tional Association for the Advancement of Col-
ored People.

He has received numerous awards and hon-
ors, among them the Anti-Defamation League
National Torch of Liberty Award, the Forward
Times Community Service Award, the League
of United Latin American Citizens National
Community Service Award, and the Commu-
nity Service Award from La Raza. In addition,
he was a Presidential Nominee to sit on the
United States Court of Appeals for the Fifth
Circuit.

To honor Judge Jefferson on this occasion
will be momentous for the City of Houston, for
Texas Southern University, and for minorities
worldwide who aspire to study and practice
law. He is an inspiration for minority students
to give them confidence in their potential to
succeed.

| congratulate and thank the State of Texas
for its contribution to the overall accrual of the
resources that were required for the endow-
ment.

The establishment of a Trial Advocacy pro-
gram at the Thurgood Marshall School of Law
will be both an actual and a symbolic land-
mark.

It was not in the Sixties, but only a few
years ago, that | joined the students, legisla-
tors, and community leaders at Prairie View
A&M University on the birthday of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. to fight for fair and unob-
structed voting rights for those students. It was
the skilled advocacy of the Lawyer's Com-
mittee that produced a statement by the Sec-
retary of State in favor of the students.

Furthermore, the well-settled jurisprudence
of case law such as Symm v. United States
and United States v. Texas, which made im-
portant pronouncements as to the adequacy of
students’ residency/domicile status to deter-
mine eligibility to vote, were the product of
skilled trial advocacy.

Without the work of the skilled advocates
who argued those cases, we would have an
even longer journey to equality of the right to
vote in this nation.

Judge Jefferson was also a good friend and
advisor to Barbara Jordan. They were strong
friends together, because they believed in the
empowerment of all. They fought side by side
for equality and civil rights. When Barbara Jor-
dan sought to expand the Voter Rights Act of
1965 to Texas in 1968, Judge Jefferson was
right by her side.

My mentor, Barbara Jordan, was sur-
rounded by the best and brightest, and Judge
Jefferson was no exception.

Therefore, the endowment that will be es-
tablished in the name of the Honorable An-
drew L. Jefferson, Jr. will provide a legacy and
will produce legal scholars who will contribute
to the achievement of equality in the United
States of America.

| congratulate the Thurgood Marshall School
of Law at Texas Southern University and |
thank Judge Jefferson for his service.

| urge my colleagues to support this resolu-
tion.

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, | rise in
support of H. Res. 31, which commends the
Honorable Andrew L. Jefferson, Jr. This reso-
lution honors the professional excellence aid
community leadership of Judge Andrew Jeffer-
son upon the establishment of an endowment
for a trial advocacy chair in his honor at Texas
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Southern  University’s Thurgood Marshall
School of Law in Houston, Texas.

| believe that it is important for Congress to
recognize the contributions of our constituents
to the overall development of our commu-
nities. | commend Representative SHEILA
JACKSON-LEE, a distinguished Member of the
Judiciary Committee from Texas, who intro-
duced this legislation for highlighting the con-
tributions of Judge Jefferson. It is vitally impor-
tant that we all remember the many coura-
geous leaders whose achievements make
possible the work we do today.

Judge Jefferson is a noted legal scholar and
institution of legal education in the Eighteenth
Congressional District of Houston, Texas. His
experience ranges from service in the Judge
Advocate General corps in the United States
Army Reserve to labor relations. He has been
appointed and elected to the Texas state
courts and nominated for a seat on the Fifth
Circuit Court of Appeals. In addition to serving
both the bar and bench, Judge Jefferson has
participated in the life of the Houston commu-
nity and has been honored by numerous orga-
nizations, ranging from the Anti-Defamation
League to the League of United Latin Amer-
ican Citizens.

The endowment of a chair in his honor at
the Thurgood Marshall School of Law is a fit-
ting tribute for such a distinguished member of
the bar and community. | salute his record of
achievement and encourage all Members to
support this resolution in his honor.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. I have
no other speakers, and I would be
happy to yield back my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Texas (Ms.
JACKSON-LEE) that the House suspend
the rules and agree to the resolution,
H. Res. 31.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 5876, STOP CHILD ABUSE IN
RESIDENTIAL PROGRAMS FOR
TEENS ACT OF 2008

Ms. SLAUGHTER (during consider-
ation of H. Res. 31), from the Com-
mittee on Rules, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 110-717) on the
resolution (H. Res. 1276) providing for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 5876) to
require certain standards and enforce-
ment provisions to prevent child abuse
and neglect in residential programs,
and for other purposes, which was re-
ferred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed.

———

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 5781, FEDERAL EMPLOYEES
PAID PARENTAL LEAVE ACT OF
2008
Ms. SLAUGHTER (during consider-

ation of H. Res. 31), from the Com-

mittee on Rules, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 110-718) on the
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