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eclipsed only by his devotion to his family and
friends. Mr. Russert shared his joy for life with
everyone he met, and he treated everyone
with respect and kindness, regardless of their
social standing. Tim Russert never forgot
where he came from, and his street-smart
common sense, infused with a brilliant mind
and kind heart, endeared everyone to him—
even his toughest competitors.

Madam Speaker and Colleagues, please
join me in honor and remembrance of Mr. Tim
Russert, whose professional legacy raised crit-
ical and complex societal issues into the clear
light of day. | offer my deepest condolences to
his wife, Maureen; to his son, Luke; to his par-
ents and sisters, and to his extended family
members and numerous friends. Tim Russert
lived his life with passion and joy, and al-
though he will be greatly missed, the love he
shared with family and friends will live on for-
ever, and he will be remembered always.

Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Madam Speaker,
there are two types of people in Washington—
those known for what they love and those
known for what they hate. Tim Russert was
known for all the things he loved.

He loved politics, as he discovered at an
early age and as his two bosses in the indus-
try—Mario Cuomo and Daniel Patrick Moy-
nihan—would learn to cherish. He loved
humor. All of America knew his jowly and
ever-present smile. He loved the give-and-take
of a good, rousing political argument—as |
and all who appeared with him on Meet the
Press would attest.

He loved his family. What moved him finally
to write a book? His love for his father. It led
to two books, in fact, both of which ended up
atop The New York Times bestseller list. His
son, Luke, was one of the luckiest kids in
Washington. He grew up with a sports-mad
dad who took him to every game or match
they could squeeze into their days. Nats base-
ball. Bills football. Wizards basketball. On
nights when none were playing, a good high
school or college game. Now, Luke and
James Carville co-host a sports talk show on
XM.

He loved his faith. He called his time in the
Catholic schools of Buffalo the most important
of his life. He served on numerous boards and
devoted countless hours to working on behalf
of his faith.

He loved the people who make up Wash-
ington—the leaders and media moguls, of
course. But he also had a strong relationship
with those who are never seen in front of the
cameras. It was Russert who stood against
staff cutbacks and defended the hard-working
men and women behind the scenes who
made his show a reality each week.

A lot of people claim to love, but when it
comes time to do the work that exemplifies
this love, they fall short. That was not the case
with Tim Russert. He did the work. He
scooped the competitors. He put in the time
with family. He practiced and lived his faith.
He lived and died with his teams. He looked
out for the big and little people in his midst.

A number of commentators have seemed
surprised by the extensive coverage of his
passing, how hard America seems to be tak-
ing it. Why? This is just my guess, but | think
when the American people watched him every
Sunday morning or during election or other
news coverage, they saw a little bit of them-
selves. They saw someone inherently fair,
scrupulously prepared, unfailingly thankful and
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thoroughly, pleasantly humble. He had the
conversation with world leaders and
newsmakers we like to think we’d have had if
we’d been there. He was us. Part of our fami-
lies. And we will miss him.

Mr. REYNOLDS. Madam Speaker, | rise in
support of H. Res. 1275 honoring the life of
Timothy John Russert, Jr.

It has been just days since one of Buffalo’s
favorite sons was taken from us tragically, and
suddenly. We have been touched by the
makeshift memorial outside the NBC News
bureau in Washington, DC, the flags flying at
half-staff outside City Hall in Buffalo and
Rockefeller Center in New York City, and the
thousands who have come from all walks of
life to visit the park right outside South Buffalo
that bears the name of this giant of broadcast
journalism.

Tim and | walked similar beats, cutting our
teeth in New York politics—the tricks of the
trade Tim picked up working for the late great
Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan and former Gov.
Mario Cuomo, he took with him to NBC, where
he ended up the sparring partner of many a
public official, including me. Every time we got
together, Tim was tough, but fair—and at the
end of the day, we were still two Buffalo guys
who could talk shop about the Bills and the
Sabres.

Though we cannot begin to comprehend the
reach of Tim Russert’'s legacy—we are still a
community in mourning—we can say with
great certainty that he has left an indelible
mark on all of us.

Thank you, Tim. Go Bills!

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
HIGGINS) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 1275.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. ISSA. Madam Speaker, I object
to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

———

GRANTING A FEDERAL CHARTER
TO KOREAN WAR VETERANS AS-
SOCIATION, INCORPORATED

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the Senate bill (S. 1692) to
grant a Federal charter to Korean War
Veterans Association, Incorporated.

The Clerk read the title of the Senate
bill.

The text of the Senate bill is as fol-
lows:

S. 1692

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
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SECTION 1. GRANT OF FEDERAL CHARTER TO
KOREAN WAR VETERANS ASSOCIA-
TION, INCORPORATED.

(a) GRANT OF CHARTER.—Part B of subtitle
II of title 36, United States Code, is amend-
ed—

(1) by striking the following:

“CHAPTER 1201—[RESERVED]”;

and
(2) by inserting after chapter 1103 the fol-
lowing new chapter:

“CHAPTER 1201—KOREAN WAR VETERANS
ASSOCIATION, INCORPORATED

‘“Sec.

£€120101.
¢120102.
¢“120108.
£¢120104.
£¢120105.
¢¢120106.
£¢120107.

Organization.

Purposes.

Membership.

Governing body.

Powers.

Restrictions.

Tax-exempt status required as condi-
tion of charter.

Records and inspection.

Service of process.

Liability for acts of officers and
agents.

¢“120111. Annual report.

¢“120112. Definition.

“§120101. Organization

‘‘(a) FEDERAL CHARTER.—Korean War Vet-
erans Association, Incorporated (in this
chapter, the ‘corporation’), a nonprofit orga-
nization that meets the requirements for a
veterans service organization under section
501(c)(19) of the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 and that is organized under the laws of
the State of New York, is a federally char-
tered corporation.

‘“(b) EXPIRATION OF CHARTER.—If the cor-
poration does not comply with the provisions
of this chapter, the charter granted by sub-
section (a) shall expire.

“§120102. Purposes

““The purposes of the corporation are those
provided in the articles of incorporation of
the corporation and shall include the fol-
lowing:

‘(1) To organize as a veterans service orga-
nization in order to maintain a continuing
interest in the welfare of veterans of the Ko-
rean War, and rehabilitation of the disabled
veterans of the Korean War to include all
that served during active hostilities and sub-
sequently in defense of the Republic of
Korea, and their families.

‘“(2) To establish facilities for the assist-
ance of all veterans and to represent them in
their claims before the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs and other organizations with-
out charge.

‘“(3) To perpetuate and preserve the com-
radeship and friendships born on the field of
battle and nurtured by the common experi-
ence of service to the United States during
the time of war and peace.

‘“(4) To honor the memory of the men and
women who gave their lives so that the
United States and the world might be free
and live by the creation of living memorial,
monuments, and other forms of additional
educational, cultural, and recreational fa-
cilities.

‘() To preserve for the people of the
United States and posterity of such people
the great and basic truths and enduring prin-
ciples upon which the United States was
founded.

“§120103. Membership

“Eligibility for membership in the cor-
poration, and the rights and privileges of
members of the corporation, are as provided
in the bylaws of the corporation.

“§120104. Governing body

‘“(a) BOARD OF DIRECTORS.—The composi-
tion of the board of directors of the corpora-
tion, and the responsibilities of the board,

°120108.
¢120109.
¢120110.
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are as provided in the articles of incorpora-
tion of the corporation.

‘“(b) OFFICERS.—The positions of officers of
the corporation, and the election of the offi-
cers, are as provided in the articles of incor-
poration.

“§120105. Powers

““The corporation has only those powers
provided in its bylaws and articles of incor-
poration filed in each State in which it is in-
corporated.

“§120106. Restrictions

‘‘(a) STOCK AND DIVIDENDS.—The corpora-
tion may not issue stock or declare or pay a
dividend.

“(b) POLITICAL ACTIVITIES.—The corpora-
tion, or a director or officer of the corpora-
tion as such, may not contribute to, support,
or participate in any political activity or in
any manner attempt to influence legislation.

‘‘(c) LoAN.—The corporation may not make
a loan to a director, officer, or employee of
the corporation.

¢“(d) CLAIM OF GOVERNMENTAL APPROVAL OR
AUTHORITY.—The corporation may not claim
congressional approval, or the authority of
the United States, for any activity of the
corporation.

‘‘(e) CORPORATE STATUS.—The corporation
shall maintain its status as a corporation in-
corporated under the laws of the State of
New York.

“§120107. Tax-exempt status required as con-
dition of charter

“If the corporation fails to maintain its
status as an organization exempt from tax-
ation under the Internal Revenue Code of
1986, the charter granted under this chapter
shall terminate.

“§120108. Records and inspection

‘““(a) RECORDS.—The corporation
keep—

‘(1) correct and complete records of ac-
count;

‘“(2) minutes of the proceedings of the
members, board of directors, and committees
of the corporation having any of the author-
ity of the board of directors of the corpora-
tion; and

‘“(3) at the principal office of the corpora-
tion, a record of the names and addresses of
the members of the corporation entitled to
vote on matters relating to the corporation.

“(b) INSPECTION.—A member entitled to
vote on any matter relating to the corpora-
tion, or an agent or attorney of the member,
may inspect the records of the corporation
for any proper purpose, at any reasonable
time.

“§120109. Service of process

““The corporation shall have a designated
agent in the District of Columbia to receive
service of process for the corporation. Notice
to or service on the agent is notice to or
service on the corporation.

“§120110. Liability for acts of officers and
agents

‘“The corporation is liable for any act of
any officer or agent of the corporation act-
ing within the scope of the authority of the
corporation.

“§120111. Annual report

““The corporation shall submit to Congress
an annual report on the activities of the cor-
poration during the preceding fiscal year.
The report shall be submitted at the same
time as the report of the audit required by
section 10101(b) of this title. The report may
not be printed as a public document.
“§120112. Definition

“For purposes of this chapter, the term
‘State’ includes the District of Columbia and
the territories and possessions of the United
States.”.

shall
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(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The item relat-
ing to chapter 1201 in the table of chapters at
the beginning of subtitle II of title 36, United
States Code, is amended to read as follows:
¢1201. Korean War Veterans Asso-

ciation, Incorporated ................ 120101,

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. ISSA) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Texas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members have 5 legislative days to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam
Speaker, I would now like to yield 1
minute to our distinguished majority
leader, Mr. STENY HOYER, the author of
this legislation.

Mr. HOYER. I thank my friend, the
distinguished representative from the
State of Texas and a leader in our cau-
cus and in our Congress.

I want to say how very proud I am to
be associated with my good friend, SAM
JOHNSON, an American hero not only to
this body, but to veterans who have
served in every one of our wars, and
certainly the Korean War in particular.
I thank him for his cosponsorship of
this resolution with me.

Madam Speaker, I strongly support
this legislation granting the Korean
War Veterans Association a Federal
charter. It will enable them to expand
its mission and further its charitable
and benevolent causes.

The Association, comprised exclu-
sively of Korean War members, has
more than 23,000 members and is one of
the few such organizations of its size
without a Federal charter.

More than 50 years have passed since
the war-weary men and women who
served in Korea returned home. History
has revealed that the sacrifices made
by these brave soldiers was instru-
mental in stopping the expansion of
communism, and that their sacrifice
effectively contributed to a more
peaceful world. Can one imagine if
North Korea were in charge of all of
Korea, what a dangerous world this
would be? Granting this Federal char-
ter is a small expression of our appre-
ciation for the extraordinary courage
of our forces who were deployed to the
Korean Peninsula.

This bipartisan legislation is an op-
portunity to express our gratitude and
respect for our military, past and
present, and to give Korean War vet-
erans the long-awaited recognition
that they so deserve so that the so-
called ‘‘forgotten war’ is and should be
forgotten no more.

I want to thank, as I have done ear-
lier, my colleague, Representative SAM
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JOHNSON, a decorated Korean and Viet-
nam veteran, for cosponsoring this leg-
islation with me in the House. He hon-
ors our House by his service, as he hon-
ored this House and this country by his
service in Korea and in Vietnam. I
know that the Korean War veterans,
his colleagues who stood the battle in
Korea, are extraordinarily honored by
his cosponsorship of this resolution.

I want to thank my good friend, Sen-
ator BEN CARDIN of Maryland, for his
work on this issue in the Senate.

This is an appropriate step for us to
take. This recognition for our Nation’s
Korean War veterans is long overdue,
but it is never too late to do the right
thing. And I am pleased, Madam
Speaker, to rise and urge my col-
leagues to unanimously support this
resolution, and again thank the distin-
guished soldier who serves with us and
served his country so well in battle.

Mr. ISSA. Madam Speaker, I would
like to express my support for S. 1692,
legislation that grants a Federal char-
ter to the Korean War Veterans Asso-
ciation.

Many Americans are only familiar with the
Korean War through the television series
M*A*S*H. Yet, it was one of the defining con-
flicts of the 20th Century. Because of the cou-
rageous service of millions of American serv-
icemen and women, the global spread of
Communism was halted on the Korean penin-
sula. More than 36,000 Americans lost their
lives to preserve the liberty of the South Ko-
rean people. The fall of the Iron Curtain. would
have been inconceivable without their sac-
rifice.

The Korean War Veterans Association was
established in 1985 as the only veteran’s or-
ganization comprised solely of Korean War
Veterans. It now has over 25,000 members.
The Association was founded in order to main-
tain a continuing interest in the welfare of vet-
erans of the Korean War, to rehabilitate dis-
abled veterans of the War, to establish facili-
ties for the assistance of War veterans and to
represent them in claims before the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs without charge, and
finally to perpetuate and preserve the com-
radeship and friendships born on the field of
battle and to honor the memory of the men
and women who gave their lives in the Korean
War.

Now, on June 6 of last year, the Immigration
Subcommittee adopted the following policy
concerning the granting of new federal char-
ters: The Subcommittee will not consider any
legislation to grant new federal charters be-
cause such charters are unnecessary for the
operations of any charitable, non-profit organi-
zation and falsely imply to the public that a
chartered organization and its activities carry a
congressional “seal of approval,” or that the
Federal Government is in some way respon-
sible for its operations. The Subcommittee be-
lieves that the significant resources required to
properly investigate prospective chartered or-
ganizations and monitor them after their char-
ters are granted could and should be spent in-
stead on the Subcommittee’s large range of
legislative and other substantive policy mat-
ters. This policy is not based on any decision
that the organizations seeking federal charters
are not worthwhile, but rather on the fact that
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federal charters serve no valid purpose and
therefore ought to be discontinued.

This policy represented the continuation of a
policy the Subcommittee put in place at the
start of the 101st Congress and has been con-
tinued every Congress since, against granting
new federal charters to private, non-profit or-
ganizations. However, if the majority seeks to
jettison the policy adopted by its own Judiciary
Committee just last year, so be it. If we are to
grant any organizations federal charters, then
the Korean War Veterans Association should
be at the top of the list. | urge my colleagues
to support this legislation.

Madam Speaker, it is my great honor
to yield such time as he may consume
to the gentleman from Plano, Texas, a
man of personal experience on what it’s
all about to be a Korean War veteran,
a man who I believe brings to the
House the kind of insight necessary to
bring this bill to the floor.

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to pay tribute to
the 5 million valiant men and women
who served in the Korean War. Some
may know the names Buzz Aldrin or
John Glenn. You know, we all flew F-—
86s in the 51st Fighter Wing back then
together. They were household names
then. I flew 62 combat missions in the
Korean War and got a chance to fly
with Buzz many times.

On Capitol Hill, there are three of us
who served in Korea in this Congress—
CHARLIE RANGEL of New York, JOHN
CONYERS of Michigan, and I. The Con-
gress is better off because Korean War
veterans are represented.

They call the Korean War the ‘‘for-
gotten war’” as STENY HOYER said. No-
where is this more evident than the
fact that the Korean War Veterans As-
sociation has not received a national
charter.

A little known fact is that American
prisoners of war in Korea endured even
more severe treatment than those of us
in Vietnam. In fact, they didn’t even
want to talk about it for years. Giving
the Veterans of the Korean War a na-
tional charter will put them in the
same echelon as the Veterans of For-
eign Wars and American Legion, truly
a mark of distinction.

There is a Sam Johnson Korean War
Veterans Group, chapter 270, in north
Texas. The founder, Ed Buckman, a
great patriot, did not talk about his
history or his story for decades. It
wasn’t until a couple of years ago that
he started sharing his experience and
became a Korean War veteran cham-
pion.

Ed Buckman is the one who helped
bring the need for a national charter to
my attention. Mr. Buckman arrived
home in Fort Worth after serving from
1950 to 1951 as a Navy electrical engi-
neer aboard the USS Princeton. The
Veterans of Foreign Wars advised him
that because President Truman dubbed
the conflict in Korea a ‘‘police action”
and not a war, Mr. Buckman and other
military personnel were not considered
veterans.

He once said he did not say the word
“Korea’” out loud for more than 40
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yvears. He confided to the Dallas Morn-
ing News that he was bitter. “We were
treated like dirt when we got home.”
Then, in 2000, he heard about a parade
in New York City honoring veterans,
including those from the Korean War.
“When I went to this parade,” he said,
“with 25,000 marchers, they put me on
the front float and there were a million
people saying thank you. No one had
ever thanked me for my service in
Korea before,”” and he said ‘it made me
feel proud.” He tirelessly advocated a
national charter for the Korean War
veterans, and it brings me great pleas-
ure to know that his hard work paid
off.

Ed Buckman, your country and your
Congress are saying thank you for your
sincere devotion to the cause by cre-
ating this long overdue national char-
ter for all Korean War veterans.

I want to thank STENY HOYER and
the others in this Congress for helping
do this. It’s about time our Nation
thanked the Korean War veterans for
their service and sacrifice with na-
tional recognition and premier status.

This July, we mark the 55th anniver-
sary of the Korean War armistice. To
the remaining one million plus Korean
War veterans we will say, God bless
you and God bless America. Your war
and your efforts will not be forgotten.
This is for you. America salutes you.
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Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam
Speaker, I would like to now yield 2
minutes to the distinguished gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. SARBANES)
who also desires to rise to thank the
Korean War veterans.

Mr. SARBANES. I thank my col-
league very much.

Madam Speaker, I rise in strong sup-
port of Senate bill 1692 which will
grant this Federal charter to the Ko-
rean War Veterans Association. This
day, as has been said already, is long,
long overdue. Later this summer will
mark the 55th anniversary of the armi-
stice that ended the full-scale fighting
in Korea.

I am very pleased the House will
today pass legislation to finally grant
the Korean War Veterans Association a
Federal charter. My father, Senator
Paul Sarbanes, introduced this legisla-
tion over several Congresses in an ef-
fort to get these veterans the recogni-
tion that they deserved. And although
this legislation had been a priority of
his and Leader HOYER’s for many years,
we had been unable to get certain oppo-
nents to move out of the way and allow
it to pass.

Now, thanks to the majority leader
and to Senator BEN CARDIN and to oth-
ers who stepped forward with their sup-
port, we will finally send this legisla-
tion to the President for his signature,
and it will become law.

Madam Speaker, this is about recog-
nizing the 5.7 million veterans who
fought in the Korean War and more
than 36,000 Americans who made the
ultimate sacrifice in service to their
country in that conflict.
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This is also about fairness. A Federal
charter will give the Korean War Vet-
erans Association the same status as
other major veteran services organiza-
tions and allow them to more effi-
ciently assist their membership.

The Korean War is often called the
“forgotten war.” By passing this legis-
lation, we take a modest step to reas-
sure the Korean War veterans that we
will never forget them and their tre-
mendous sacrifice to our Nation.

Mr. ISSA. Madam Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
might consume.

Madam Speaker, let me rise in appre-
ciation to the chairman of the House
Judiciary Committee, Mr. CONYERS,
and the ranking member, Mr. SMITH, in
working with the Senate and working
with the staff on this very important
initiative. And I would like to ac-
knowledge both former Senator Sar-
banes, Senator CARDIN, and of course
our very, very able and distinguished
and dedicated Majority Leader HOYER
in collaboration with Congressman
SARBANES to have this legislation, S.
1692, move, which is to create the Ko-
rean War Veterans Association to be-
come a Federally tax-exempt organiza-
tion. It was a Federally tax-exempt
corporation that was incorporated in
the State of New York on June 25, 1985.
And now this bill will grant a Federal
charter to the Korean War Veterans
Association.

The veterans association is an asso-
ciation of persons who have seen hon-
orable service during the Korean War
at any time between June 25, 1950 and
January 31, 1955, both dates inclusive,
and of certain other persons, the par-
ticular qualifications for membership
to be set forth in the bylaws of the Ko-
rean War Veterans Association.

Over the years, the organization has
established a strong record of service
and commitment to fellow Korean War
veterans ranging from the efforts on
behalf of Project Freedom to a success-
ful effort to construct a national Ko-
rean War veterans memorial on the Na-
tional Mall.

I certainly personally want to thank
my friend and colleague from Texas,
Congressman SAM JOHNSON, who has
never wavered from his commitment
and dedication to the men and women
of the United States military, to his
love of Texas, and certainly to his par-
ticular love of those who served in the
Korean War as he did, along with his
service in the Vietnam War.

He made mention of our friends and
colleagues, Congressman JOHN CONYERS
and Congressman CHARLIE RANGEL. So
today we honor them as we honor
many, many of those who served. The
Korean War, often overlooked in Amer-
ican history, is anything but forgotten
by the nearly 1.2 million American vet-
erans of the Korean War still alive
today. And during the 3-year course of
the war, some 5.7 million Americans
were called to serve.
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And by the time the Korean War Ar-
mistice Agreement was signed in July
1953, more than 36,000 Americans sac-
rificed their lives, 103,284 were wound-
ed, 7,140 were captured and 664 were
missing. And so we know it was, in
fact, a war that saw a painful time in
American history but yet saw the val-
iant effort of our American soldiers.

American troops fought to protect
our freedom as we know it today and
paved the way for the United States to
vanguard the movement for global de-
mocracy and liberty, a movement that
afforded many countries the oppor-
tunity to shift to democratic regimes.

And so it is a special honor to me to
able to stand today and join my col-
leagues, to be able to support this leg-
islation, S. 1692. I would ask my col-
leagues to support this legislation and
be reminded that no war should ever be
forgotten. We stand here today to ac-
knowledge that the Korean War is not
forgotten, and as well, that we will
have the opportunity to celebrate in
the passing of this legislation.

With that, Madam Speaker, I ask my
colleagues to vote for S. 1692.

Madam Speaker, | rise today in support of
S.1692, a bill to grant a Federal charter to the
Korean War Veterans Association. This legis-
lation honors the sacrifice and courage of our
soldiers who served in the Korean War. My
distinguished colleague from Maryland, Sen-
ator BENJAMIN L. CARDIN and the Majority
Leader STENY HOYER seek to recognize the
heroic deeds of Korean War veterans by
granting the Korean War Veterans Association
Incorporated a Federal Charter.

The Korean War Veterans Association
(KWVA) is a federally-tax exempt organization
that was incorporated in the State of New
York on June 25, 1985. Its original founder
was Mr. Wiliam T. Norris, of New York, a
member of F Company, 27th Infantry Regi-
ment (Wolfhounds), 25th Infantry Division,
when he served as a sergeant in the Korean
War.

This legislation provides an opportunity for
each of us, regardless of political views, reli-
gion, ethnicity, gender, or background to come
together, and to recognize and honor our na-
tion’s heroes. We gather here today, in the
midst of ongoing conflict and warfare, hon-
oring the dedication of our men and women in
uniform. Though we may be divided by our
positions on the war in Iraq, we stand together
to support all of our veterans, highlighting in
this particular legislation those who fought in
the Korean War.

Our nation has a proud legacy of apprecia-
tion and commitment to the men and women
who have worn the uniform in defense of this
country. We must be united in seeing to it that
every soldier, sailor, airman, and marine is
welcomed back with all the care and compas-
sion this grateful nation can bestow. S.1692
assists us in these endeavors by extending a
small gesture of gratitude that grants a federal
charter to an organization that promotes and
maintains benevolent and charitable endeav-
ors. The Korean War Veterans Association is
an association of persons who have seen hon-
orable service during the Korean War at any
time between June 25, 1950 and 31 January
1955, both dates inclusive, and of certain
other persons, the particular qualifications for
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membership to be set forth in the by-laws of
the Korean War Veterans Association. Over
the years, the organization has established a
strong record of service and commitment to
fellow Korean War veterans, ranging from ef-
forts on behalf of Project Freedom to its suc-
cessful effort to construct a national Korean
War Veterans Memorial on the National Mall.

The Korean War, often overlooked in Amer-
ican history, is anything but forgotten by the
nearly 1.2 million American veterans of the
Korean War still alive today. During the three
year course of the war, some 5.7 million
Americans were called to serve, and by the
time the Korean Armistice Agreement was
signed in July 1953, more than 36,000 Ameri-
cans sacrificed their lives, 103,284 were
wounded, 7,140 were captured and 664 were
missing.

American troops fought to protect our free-
dom as we know it today and paved the way
for the United States to vanguard the move-
ment for global democracy and liberty; a
movement that afforded many countries the
opportunity to shift to democratic regimes.

Sadly, all too many of our veterans are left
without the help and support they need to
transition from the horrors they bravely faced
on the front lines of battle to a successful civil-
ian life. According to the Veteran’s Affairs De-
partment, as of 2006, on any given night,
196,000 veterans of all ages were homeless.
As we work to curb this formidable reality, let
us demonstrate our support for the veterans of
the Korean War by supporting this legislation.
This should encourage us to continue to honor
this nation’s troops who are fighting and who
have fought for the rights of all of us in places
we do not dare to go, under environments we
cannot fully appreciate from this comfortable
position.

| firmly believe that we should celebrate our
veterans after every conflict, and | remain
committed, as a Member of Congress, to both
meeting the needs of veterans of previous
wars, and to provide a fitting welcome home
to those who are now serving. Veterans have
kept their promise to serve our nation; they
have willingly risked their lives to protect the
country we all love.

| have always been a strong supporter of
our country’s troops, male and female. That is
why | introduced the House Concurrent Reso-
lution 320 which celebrates one of our heroic
daughters of Texas, Specialist Monica L.
Brown of the United States Army with for her
efforts earlier this year.

Spec. Brown was the first woman in Afghan-
istan and only the second female soldier since
World War Il to receive the Silver Star, the na-
tion’s third-highest medal for valor. This soldier
from Lake Jackson, Texas was only 20-years-
old.

On April 25, 2007, Specialist Brown was
part of a four-vehicle convoy patrolling near
Jani Kheil in the eastern province of Paktia on
April 25, 2007, when a bomb struck one of the
Humvees.

When Spec. Brown saw her fellow soldiers
were injured, she grabbed her aid bag and
started running toward the burning vehicle as
insurgents opened fire. All five wounded sol-
diers from her platoon scrambled out. Under
this commotion, she assessed her patients
and moved them to a safer location because
they were still receiving incoming fire.

Other veteran’s legislation that | am pur-
suing entails guaranteeing that our VA hos-

June 17, 2008

pitals have the capacity to efficiently and ef-
fectively meet the needs of our troops. The
Riverside Hospital in Houston, Texas is a his-
toric medical center that has served the needs
of veterans in the Houston area for a long
time. However, currently, the hospital is lack-
ing the tools necessary to treat the aug-
menting number of troops who suffer from
Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) and
other common problems associated with fight-
ing in battle. Today, at this very second let us
take a united stand for the well being of our
veterans; to say the very least, they deserve
it and to say the most; we’ve promised it.

This attests to the fact that we must now
ensure that we keep our promises to our vet-
erans by extending our gratitude and appre-
ciation. Currently, there are over 25 million
veterans in the United States. There are more
than 1,633,000 veterans living in Texas and
more than 32,000 veterans living in my Con-
gressional district alone. | hope we will all take
the time to show appreciation to those who
have answered the call to duty. As the Win-
ston Churchill famously stated, “Never in the
field of human conflict was so much owed by
so many to so few.” This recognition for our
nation’s Korean War Veterans is long overdue,
and it is a small expression of appreciation our
nation can offer to these men and women,
and it will enable them to ensure that the “For-
gotten War” is forgotten no more.

Madam Speaker, as we approach the 55th
anniversary of the Korean War Armistice, | en-
courage my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting and serving those who have served
this nation.

Mr. BUYER. Madam Speaker, | rise in sup-
port of S. 1692, a measure to grant a Federal
charter to the Korean War Veterans Associa-
tion (KWVA).

Though the Korean War is sometimes re-
ferred to as the “Forgotten War,” it is among
the most significant events of the 20th century.
Communist military aggression was defeated
and the United States and its allies sent a sig-
nal to the world that militaristic expansion of
communism would be countered with force.

Nearly 6 million Americans served during
the Korean War, and tens of thousands of
them faced some of history’s most adverse
circumstances and challenges for the cause of
freedom—by the time the Korean Armistice
Agreement was signed in July 1953, more
than 36,000 Americans had died, 103,284 had
been wounded, 7,140 were captured, and 664
were missing.

The heroism displayed by Korean War vet-
erans should never be forgotten. We can help
honor the 1.2 million American veterans of the
Korean War who are still alive today by grant-
ing a Federal charter to America’s oldest and
largest association of Korea veterans. KWVA
is a 20,000-member veterans’ service organi-
zation devoted exclusively to Korean War vet-
erans.

That is why we should approve S. 1692 call-
ing on Congress to grant a Federal charter to
KWVA. This recognition is well deserved, and
| am hopeful that Congress will act swiftly to
approve this measure. | urge my colleagues to
join me in supporting this legislation.

Additionally, | would encourage my col-
leagues to join me in supporting H.R. 5854, a
bill to grant a Federal charter to the Military
Officers Association of America (MOAA).

MOAA is the largest professional associa-
tion for military officers and the fourth largest
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veterans group in the Nation. With 370,000
members, MOAA has a distinguished 79-year
history of service to the military community,
veterans, and their families.

Like KWVA, MOAA is among the veterans’
service organizations without a Federal char-
ter. In addition to the deserved recognition it
would accord MOAA, a Federal charter would
enable some state-level MOAA affiliates to
participate on governor-appointed advisory
councils to which they are presently excluded.

Again, | urge my colleagues to support this
legislation to grant a Federal charter for
KWVA, and | would also encourage my col-
leagues to cosponsor H.R. 5854 to grant a
Federal charter to MOAA.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas.
that, I yield back my time.

Mr. ISSA. Madam Speaker, I would
also yield back at this time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Texas (Ms.
JACKSON-LEE) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the Senate bill, S.
1692.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the Senate
bill was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

With

————

REVISING SHORT TITLE OF THE
FANNIE LOU HAMER, ROSA
PARKS, AND CORETTA SCOTT
KING VOTING RIGHTS ACT REAU-
THORIZATION AND AMENDMENTS
ACT OF 2006

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the Senate bill (S. 188) to re-
vise the short title of the Fannie Lou
Hamer, Rosa Parks, and Coretta Scott
King Voting Rights Act Reauthoriza-
tion and Amendments Act of 2006.

The Clerk read the title of the Senate
bill.

The text of the Senate bill is as fol-
lows:

S. 188

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

Section 1 of the Fannie Lou Hamer, Rosa
Parks, and Coretta Scott King Voting Rights
Act Reauthorization and Amendments Act of
2006 (Public Law 109-246) is amended by
striking ‘‘and Coretta Scott King” and in-
serting ‘‘Coretta Scott King, César E.
Chavez, Barbara C. Jordan, William C.
Velasquez, and Dr. Hector P. Garcia’.

SEC. 2. CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.

Paragraphs (7) and (8) of section 4(a), and
section 13(a)(1), of the Voting Rights Act of
1965 (42 U.S.C. 1973b(a), 1973k(a)(1)) are each
amended by striking ‘‘and Coretta Scott
King” and inserting ‘‘Coretta Scott King,
César E. Chavez, Barbara C. Jordan, William
C. Velasquez, and Dr. Hector P. Garcia’.

SEC. 3. CONSTRUCTION.

Title I of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 (42
U.S.C. 1973 et seq.) is amended by adding at
the end the following:

““SEC. 20. A reference in this title to the ef-
fective date of the amendments made by, or
the date of the enactment of, the Fannie Lou
Hamer, Rosa Parks, Coretta Scott King,
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César E. Chavez, Barbara C. Jordan, William
C. Velasquez, and Dr. Hector P. Garcia Vot-
ing Rights Act Reauthorization and Amend-
ments Act of 2006 shall be considered to refer
to, respectively, the effective date of the
amendments made by, or the date of the en-
actment of, the Fannie Lou Hamer, Rosa
Parks, and Coretta Scott King Voting Rights
Act Reauthorization and Amendments Act of
2006.”".

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. ISSA) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Texas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members have 5 legislative days to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. And I
now yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Madam Speaker, I rise in strong sup-
port of S. 188, a companion bill to H.R.
6250, providing for revising the short
title of the Fannie Lou Hamer, Rosa
Parks, and Coretta Scott King Voting
Rights Act Reauthorization and
Amendments Act of 2006.

On January 31, 2007, I introduced H.R.
745 to add Barbara Jordan and Cesar
Chavez. On June 12, 2008, I authored
and introduced the House companion
to S. 188, H.R. 6250, in order to add
numbers of individuals who deserve the
recognition of this legislation.

I would like to thank Senator
SALAZAR on the Senate side for his
leadership on this issue. And certainly
I would like to thank the chairman of
the full committee, Mr. CONYERS, and
the ranking member, Mr. SMITH, for
their leadership and collaboration,
along with the chairman and ranking
member of the subcommittee. I also
want to thank Mr. Keenan Keller of the
Judiciary Committee staff and all the
staff who worked with him, Mr.
Yohannes Tsehai and Mr. Arthur D.
Sidney of my staff, for their work on
the House bill and for their work on
bringing this bill as quickly as possible
to the floor.

The bill before us adds the names of
Cesar E. Chavez, Barbara C. Jordan,
William C. Velasquez and Dr. Hector P.
Garcia to the short title. It is only an
addition of names. It is not a deletion
of any names. It is adding to the name
portion of the bill only.

These great people are pillars in the
Nation’s struggle for civil rights,
equality and justice for all, and I
strongly support the bill.

Allow me, Madam Speaker, to share
the humble beginnings of all of the in-
dividuals that have come before us to
be named now to this very important
bill, a bill of which we know was really
borne in the sweat and tears of those
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who struggled in the civil rights move-
ment. Many lost their lives in this bat-
tle. This reauthorization that occurred
in the last session, and the session be-
fore is a testimony to the struggle.

Cesar Estrada Chavez was born of
humble beginnings on March 31, 1927, in
Yuma, Arizona. Early in his life, Mr.
Chavez was forced to recognize the
harsh realities of racism that all too
often plagued communities of color.
After his family’s home and land were
taken from them, Mr. Chavez Kknew
firsthand what it meant to be a victim
of gross injustice. Yet despite this and
similar experiences of discrimination,
Mr. Chavez was not deterred. He often
said that ‘‘the love for justice that is in
us is not only the best part of our being
but also the most true to our nature.”

At only 10 years old, Mr. Chavez be-
came a migrant farmworker. He at-
tended 38 different schools before quit-
ting at the end of the eighth grade to
support his family full time.

In 1945, he joined the U.S. Navy and
served in the western Pacific during
the end of World War II. After com-
pleting his military service, Mr. Cha-
vez returned to his roots, laboring in
the fields.

Mr. Chavez was unwavering in his ac-
tivities in voter registration cam-
paigns. He is truly warranting of this
honor today.

By day, Mr. Chavez picked apricots
in an orchard outside of San Jose. And
be reminded that he served in the
United States Navy. But he picked
apricots in this orchard, and by night
he was actively involved in galvanizing
voter registration drives. In 1952, Mr.
Chavez was a full-time organizer with
the Chicago-based Community Service
Organization (CSO), not only coordi-
nating voter registration drives, but
battling racial and economic discrimi-
nation against Chicano residents and
organizing CSO chapters across Cali-
fornia and Arizona, as well.

In 1968, Chavez conducted a 25-day
fast to reaffirm the United Farm Work-
ers’ commitment to non-violence. In
the process, Mr. Chavez gained the sup-
port of the late Senator Robert F. Ken-
nedy and was propelled onto the na-
tional political scene. Kennedy called
Cesar Chavez ‘‘one of the heroic figures
of our time” and actually flew to be
with Mr. Chavez when he ended his
fast.

On August 8, 1994, Mr. Chavez became
the second Mexican American to re-
ceive the Presidential Medal of Free-
dom, the highest civilian honor in the
United States. The award was pre-
sented posthumously by then-President
Bill Clinton.

Mr. Chavez dedicated his life to im-
proving the working conditions for the
poor and exploited. He worked on be-
half of the migrant workers in the
western United States. He worked also
tirelessly to ensure that Hispanic
Americans were involved in the polit-
ical process. He is deserving of this
honor. And we commend him as we
move this legislation forward.
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