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WE'VE GOT TO WAKE UP AND
DRILL

(Mr. KINGSTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KINGSTON. Madam Speaker, I
was privileged enough to go with a
number of Congressmen two weeks ago
to the Middle East and went to Saudi
Arabia. We had some great meetings
over there. We met with the Minister
of Petroleum and many of the other
people who are directly involved with
the oil situation, and here is their re-
sponse to us as we complained to them
about the high price of gasoline. Now,
keep in mind America imports 60 per-
cent of its oil. This is what these guys
said to us: ‘““You have the nerve and the
audacity to come here, all the way to
Saudi Arabia, to complain about your
oil prices when you won’t even drill
yourself, when you won’t even build re-
fineries.”

President Bush was there a month
earlier, and they increased the capac-
ity to 300 million barrels a day. And we
can’t even buy it because we don’t have
the refineries. We’ve got to get our
head out of the sand.

China right now, with Cuba, is drill-
ing 45 miles off the coast of Florida.
We’ve got to wake up and drill and use
our own resources.

———

HONORING THE PEOPLE OF HUGO,
MINNESOTA

(Mrs. BACHMANN asked and was

given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. BACHMANN. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to honor the people of Hugo,
Minnesota.

It was just several weeks ago that
the people of Hugo encountered a ter-
rible tragedy; it occurred at 5 o’clock
on a quiet Sunday afternoon. A tor-
nado touched down in Hugo, and within
30 seconds over 50 to 60 homes were
completely flattened, between 150 and
200 homes were uninhabitable. But the
wonderful spirit, Madam Speaker,
among the people of Hugo, the fire de-
partment, the police department, the
State Patrol, almost instantaneously
had a wonderful textbook outpouring
of rebuilding.

Within one week, the community of
Hugo had so many volunteers they had
to turn them away. They completely
removed all the debris from the city
within one week, and now they’re on
the road to rebuilding.

I congratulate Mayor Fran Miron. I
congratulate City Administrator Mike
Ericsson. And I congratulate all the
people of Hugo who have exuded the
spirit of Minnesota, the loving experi-
ence of loving a neighbor. And that’s
what people in Hugo do best, they love
each other.

So congratulations to the people of
Hugo. You will rebuild. You will be
back. And I'm so honored to represent
you here in this great House.
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THE DRILL-NOTHING CONGRESS

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to speak about the drill-nothing
Congress. I wish I had thought of that
phrase, but it’s the headline in Inves-
tor’s Business Daily, Monday, June 9.

The average price for regular gas at
$4 a gallon over the weekend. Gas
prices have risen 75 percent since
NaANcY PELOSI took over. Where is the
energy independence Democrats prom-
ised 2 years ago? That’s the subhead-
line.

Now I am going to quote from the ar-
ticle. In November, 2006, House Speak-
er-Elect NANCY PELOSI issued a press
release touting the Democrats ‘‘com-
mon-sense plan to help bring down sky-
rocketing gas prices.” She accused the
oil companies of price gouging. The
price of gasoline, when the Democrats
took control of Congress, was around
$2.26 per gallon. The average price of
regular gas crept over the $4 per gallon
barrier over the weekend, as measured
by AAA and the Oil Price Information
Service.

This represents a more than 75 per-
cent increase in the retail price of a
gallon of gasoline on Pelosi’s watch.
Call it the Pelosi premium we are all
now paying.

Madam Speaker, I submit for the
RECORD the rest of the June 9, 2008, ar-
ticle of Investor’s Business Daily.

A Gallup poll released in May showed that
57% of the American people wanted the U.S.
to drill in coastal and wilderness areas. The
percentage of Americans who bought Pelosi’s
line about price gouging fell from 34% in
May 2007 to 20% in May 2008. It could be a
winning issue for the Republicans and John
McCain.

More than 15 billion barrels of oil have
been sent down the Alaskan pipeline from
Prudhoe Bay, some 60 miles to the west of
ANWR, over the past three decades, much
more than the six months’ supply expected
in the beginning by those who predicted a
similar environmental disaster there.

The local caribou and other critters have
thrived. Yet, Pelosi and the Democrats want
to keep ANWR’s estimated 10.6 billion bar-
rels of oil off the market and out of our gas
tanks.

Buried in a Department of Interior Appro-
priations bill passed in December 2007 was an
amendment proposed by Rep. Mark Udall, D-
Colo., passed by a 219-215 vote in June, that
prevented the establishment of regulations
for leasing lands to drill for oil shale.

The Western U.S. is estimated to have re-
serves of a trillion barrels (yes, that’s the
real number) trapped in porous shale rock,
an amount three times the oil reserves of
Saudi Arabia. On May 15, 2008, the Senate
Appropriations Committee in a 15-14 party
line vote rejected an amendment by Sen.
Wayne Allard, R-Colo., to allow oil shale
drilling and overturn the Udall moratorium.

The U.S. Congress has voted consistently
to keep 85% of America’s offshore oil and gas
off-limits, while China and Cuba drill 60
miles from Key West, Fla. The U.S. Minerals
Management Service says that the restricted
areas contain 86 billion barrels of oil and 420
trillion cubic feet of natural gas.

There are 3,200 oil rigs off the coast of Lou-
isiana. During Katrina, not a single drop was
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spilled. More than 7 billion barrels have been
pumped from these wells over the past quar-
ter-century, yet only one thousandth of one
percent has been spilled.

A study by Louisiana’s Sea Grant college
shows that there’s 50 times more marine life
around oil platforms that act as artificial
reefs than in the surrounding mud bottoms.
Some 85% of Louisiana fishing trips involve
fishing around these offshore rigs.

The Flower Garden coral reefs lie off the
Louisiana-Texas border. They are sur-
rounded by oil platforms that have been
pumping for 50 years.

According to federal biologist G.P.
Schmahl, ‘“The Flower Gardens are much
healthier, more pristine than anything in
the Florida Keys. It was a surprise to me.
And I think it’s a surprise to most people.”’

We would suggest that John McCain revisit
his reservations about ANWR and run
against the drill-nothing Congress. Energy
development and the environment are not
mutually exclusive.

In fact, we would suggest that the first
joint town hall meeting with Barack Obama
proposed by McCain be held on one of those
offshore Louisiana rigs.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
BERKLEY). The Chair will recognize
Members for Special Order speeches
without prejudice to the resumption of
legislative business.

————
SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, and under a previous
order of the House, the following Mem-
bers will be recognized for 5 minutes
each.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. CUMMINGS)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. CUMMINGS addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

RETURN SOVEREIGNTY TO IRAQ

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, I
have believed for a long time now that
the best way to bring peace to Iraq is
to launch a diplomatic surge to encour-
age regional and international partners
to get involved in addressing Iraq’s
problems.

The first step in this process would
be to withdraw all of our troops and
military contracts, which would create
a positive climate, a climate that
would allow diplomatic efforts to actu-
ally begin. But today, the administra-
tion is taking our country in quite the
opposite direction. It is negotiating
long-term security arrangements with
the Iraqi Government, arrangements
that could actually keep us bogged
down in Iraq for decades and destroy
Iraq’s sovereignty.
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It is hard to know exactly what the
administration is demanding in the ne-
gotiations because it has refused to
share the information with Congress.
Reports, however, and whatever we can
find out, indicates that the administra-
tion is asking for unilateral authority
over all U.S. military operations in
Iraq, the right to arrest and detain
Iraqi citizens, legal immunity for
American military contractors, control
over Iraqi borders and air space, and
perhaps permanent bases, making Iraq
a virtual American colony.

All this has brought a wave of protest
from Iraqis of all political and reli-
gious stripes. It seems that we have fi-
nally succeeded in uniting the Iraqis
against us. An Iraqi Government
spokesman actually has said, ‘‘The
Iraqi Government’s vision differs from
that of the Americans, who think the
agreements will give them almost to-
tally a free hand in Iraq, and that, as a
military force, they must have abso-
lute powers.”

In addition, members of the Iraqi
Parliament representing the majority
of parties in that body wrote a letter to
the Congress which was released just
last week by my colleague on the For-
eign Relations Committee, Representa-
tive DELAHUNT, the chairman on the
Subcommittee on International Orga-
nizations, Human Rights and Over-
sight. This letter includes a demand for
the withdrawal of American troops. It
said, in part, that ‘‘the majority of
Iraqi representatives strongly reject
any military security, economic, com-
mercial, agricultural investment or po-
litical agreement with the TUnited
States that is not linked to clear mech-
anisms that obligate the occupying
American military forces to fully with-
draw from Iraq in accordance with the
declared timetable, and without leav-
ing any military bases, soldiers, or
hired fighters.”

Madam Speaker, by moving for a per-
manent military presence in Iraq, the
administration is sending the wrong
message to the Iraqi people. The Amer-
ican people are also getting that mes-
sage, along with the rest of the world.
It says to the Iraqi people that they
will continue to live under foreign
military occupation with no end in
sight. It tells the American people that
the occupation will continue to drain
our resources at a time when our citi-
zens are facing dire economic problems
at home. And it proves to the world
that the administration is determined
to tie the next President to the failed
policies of the past.

The best course for America is to
begin the immediate, responsible rede-
ployment of our troops and military
contractors out of Iraq, as this House
has mandated. But since the adminis-
tration is clearly unwilling to do that,
the next best thing is for Congress to
demand full knowledge of the negotia-
tions, with the right to approve any
agreements.

Madam Speaker, the United States
must give full national sovereignty

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

back to Iraq, and we must stop acting
like an arrogant occupying power.
After more than 5 years of bloody occu-
pation, this is no time to talk about
staying in Iraq forever. Instead, it is
time to give the Iraq people back their
independence. And it is time to bring
our brave troops home.

————
[J 1800

MAGINOT LINE OF INDIFFERENCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, the United
States has gone to war numerous times
to protect the sovereignty of nations.
Sixty-four years ago on June 6, thou-
sands of GIs went ashore in France be-
cause its borders were invaded by the
Nazis. In fact, most of the European
countries and north Africa had their
sovereign borders overrun by the Nazis.

In the Pacific, the United States
fought the Japanese because they had
invaded the borders of our territories
and the borders of China and Indo-
china. Americans died. Over 400,000
died protecting all of those borders
during World War II.

After World War II, the United States
defended the borders of Western Europe
nations against that ‘‘evil empire” of
the Soviet Union and Soviet Com-
munism. In fact, we still have troops in
Western Europe. Sixty years later, we
still defend those borders. And that is a
long time. Then there was the Korean
War. In its aftermath with 50,000 Amer-
icans killed, we fulfilled our commit-
ment to defend South Korea, and we
still have 30,000 troops on that border
with North Korea, 50 years plus defend-
ing someone else’s border. We defend
the borders of Iraq and part of the Bal-
kans even to this day.

But Madam Speaker, I wonder why
we don’t have the same commitment to
America’s borders? Doesn’t that bother
anyone? Having been to the southern
border of the United States numerous
times and seeing the ‘‘Maginot Line of
Indifference,” I am puzzled why we
seem to ignore the thousands of tres-
passers, or invaders, if I can use that
term, that come from all nations and
cross our border without permission.

When Mexico invaded the United
States at Brownsville, Texas, in 1846,
we went to war to defend the southern
border. When the outlaw, now folk
hero, General Pancho Villa and his
bandits came into the United States
from Mexico to commit crimes in New
Mexico, the United States sent General
Blackjack Pershing to go after him,
even if it meant going to Mexico.

That was during a time when our sov-
ereignty was important to the Nation
and to the Federal Government. But
the invasion now is much worse. Some
estimates put the number of illegals in
the United States between 15 and 35
million people. Why don’t we have the
same moral resolve we had in World
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War II and Korea to defend our borders
from this stealth invasion? It is the
duty of government to protect the citi-
zens of this Nation and the States.

I will read from the Constitution,
something we probably ought to do
more of in this Congress. Article IV
section 4 of the United States Constitu-
tion says, ‘“The United States shall
guarantee to every State in this union
a Republican Form of Government and
shall protect each of them against in-
vasion.” Invasion means intrusion or
encroachment. Why doesn’t the Gov-
ernment just simply follow the Con-
stitution and prevent invasion into the
United States?

Now some Chamberlain appeasers
want to just tell the illegals they can
stay. After all, we can use the cheap
plantation labor, the appeasers say.
Never mind the crimes some of them
commit, never mind how they take
some social services without paying for
them, never mind how some live off
Americans and lawful immigrants.
Never mind it is illegal to be in the
United States without permission.

So why, Madam Speaker, do we de-
fend the borders of other nations but
not our own? The Feds say they are
trying. But the proof, or the lack of it,
is in the results. The border with Mex-
ico is violent. The border is porous, and
the border is being invaded. The most
powerful nation in the history of the
world can stop the secret invasion if it
first had the moral resolve to do so,
and second, the courage to do whatever
is necessary to stop the onslaught of
invaders.

Maybe we should even use the Na-
tional Guard or returning troops from
Iraq on our southern border. But doing
so would take leadership that is com-
mitted in word and deed to protecting
the sovereignty of this Nation.

The United States is worth it,
Madam Speaker, even if the amnesty
crowd and Mexican President Calderon
doesn’t like it.

And that’s just the way it is.

CELEBRATING THE 75TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE ROBERT J. DOLE
VA MEDICAL CENTER IN WICH-
ITA, KANSAS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Madam
Speaker, I rise this evening to con-
gratulate and to pay tribute to the
Robert J. Dole Department of Veterans
Affairs Medical Center in my home
State in Wichita, Kansas, for 756 years
providing outstanding services and
care to our Nation’s heroes, our vet-
erans.

Caring for those who have borne the
battle is our Nation’s utmost responsi-
bility. And for 75 years, the Dole VA
Hospital has helped our Nation honor
this commitment. Let us take time
today to pay tribute to the work of the
Dole VA leadership staff and volun-
teers and the Kansas veterans they
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