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handed down. Since then, the very foundation 
of this Nation has been stained by the blood 
of almost 50 million of its own children. Some 
of them, Madam Speaker, died and screamed 
as they did so, but because it was amniotic 
fluid passing over the vocal cords instead of 
air, no one could hear them. 

And all of them had at least four things in 
common. First, they were each just little ba-
bies who had done nothing wrong to anyone, 
and each one of them died a nameless and 
lonely death. And each one of their mothers, 
whether she realizes it or not, will never be 
quite the same. And all the gifts that these 
children might have brought to humanity are 
now lost forever. Yet even in the glare of such 
tragedy, this generation still clings to a blind, 
invincible ignorance while history repeats itself 
and our own silent genocide mercilessly anni-
hilates the most helpless of all victims, those 
yet unborn. 

Madam Speaker, perhaps it’s time for those 
of us in this Chamber to remind ourselves of 
why we are really all here. Thomas Jefferson 
said, ‘‘The care of human life and its happi-
ness and not its destruction is the chief and 
only object of good government.’’ The phrase 
in the 14th Amendment capsulizes our entire 
Constitution; it says, ‘‘No State shall deprive 
any person of life, liberty or property without 
due process of law.’’ Madam Speaker, pro-
tecting the lives of our innocent citizens and 
their constitutional rights is why we are all 
here. 

The bedrock foundation of this Republic is 
the clarion declaration of the self-evident truth 
that all human beings are created equal and 
endowed by their Creator with the unalienable 
rights of life, liberty and the pursuit of happi-
ness. Every conflict and battle our Nation has 
ever faced can be traced to our commitment 
to this core, self-evident truth. 

It has made us the beacon of hope for the 
entire world. Madam Speaker, it is who we 
are. And yet today another day has passed, 
and we in this body have failed again to honor 
that foundational commitment. We have failed 
our sworn oath and our God-given responsi-
bility as we broke faith with nearly 4,000 more 
innocent American babies who died today 
without the protection we should have given 
them. 

Madam Speaker, let me conclude in the 
hope that perhaps someone new who heard 
this Sunset Memorial tonight will finally em-
brace the truth that abortion really does kill lit-
tle babies; that it hurts mothers in ways that 
we can never express; and that 12,918 days 
spent killing nearly 50 million unborn children 
in America is enough; and that the America 
that rejected human slavery and marched into 
Europe to arrest the Nazi Holocaust is still 
courageous and compassionate enough to 
find a better way for mothers and their unborn 
babies than abortion on demand. 

So tonight, Madam Speaker, may we each 
remind ourselves that our own days in this 
sunshine of life are also numbered and that all 
too soon each one of us will walk from these 
Chambers for the very last time. 

And if it should be that this Congress is al-
lowed to convene on yet another day to come, 
may that be the day when we finally hear the 
cries of innocent unborn children. May that be 
the day when we find the humanity, the cour-
age, and the will to embrace together our 
human and our constitutional duty to protect 
these, the least of our tiny, little American 

brothers and sisters from this murderous 
scourge upon our Nation called abortion on 
demand. 

It is June 5, 2008, 12,918 days since Roe 
versus Wade first stained the foundation of 
this Nation with the blood of its own children, 
this in the land of the free and the home of the 
brave. 
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FAITH IN GOD IS THE 
FOUNDATION OF OUR COUNTRY 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. CONAWAY) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CONAWAY. Madam Speaker, a 
deep abiding faith in God, I believe, 
undergirds and protects this Nation 
from its very start until today. As you 
and I tour this Capitol, as you and I 
work in this Capitol, and as you and I 
go about the business of the people in 
this Capitol, there are signs of that 
deep faith throughout the Capitol. 
Some are overt, such as the inscription 
above you that says ‘‘In God We 
Trust,’’ and there are others that 
aren’t quite as overt that are particu-
larly subtle, and it is one of these sub-
tle remembrances and reminders that I 
want to talk about today. 

As you move between the Statuary 
Hall and the Rotunda, there is a statue 
of a gentleman named John Muhlen-
berg. John Muhlenberg’s story is what 
I want to talk about today. 

John was a clergyman, a soldier, and 
a politician. John was a Virginian, and 
he was a member of the Assembly of 
Virginia; and he was a witness to the 
British taking over the armory in Wil-
liamsburg and taking the gun powder 
and the weapons out of that armory. 
He was incensed that his country, his 
communities would be attacked by 
these British soldiers. 

So he rode his horse back to his con-
gregation in Western Virginia, and on a 
Sunday morning began a sermon, and 
he spoke from that familiar passage 
Ecclesiastes 3 in which he said, There 
is a time for everything and a season 
for every activity under heaven; a time 
to be born and a time to die; a time to 
plant and a time to uproot; a time to 
kill and a time to heal; a time to tear 
down and a time to build; a time to 
weep and a time to laugh; a time to 
mourn and a time to dance; a time to 
scatter stones and a time to gather 
them; a time to embrace and a time to 
refrain; a time to search and a time to 
give up; a time to keep and a time to 
throw away; a time to tear and a time 
to mend; a time to be silent and a time 
to speak; a time to love and a time to 
hate; and a time for war and a time for 
peace. 

He then looked at his congregation, 
Madam Speaker, and said, This is a 
time for war. Standing in a pulpit with 
his clerical robes on, he then removed 
his robe to display his colonel’s uni-
form and sword. Pastor Muhlenberg 
then went on to raise the militia of 
some 300 strong Virginians and fought 
valiantly in the Revolutionary War on 
behalf of his country. 

In addition to John Muhlenberg, he 
had a brother named Fredrick Muhlen-
berg who was also a preacher in New 
York City. His brother, once under-
standing what John was doing, wrote 
to him telling him the error of his 
ways, that this was not his fight, he 
should not be participating in it, and 
to stand down and to leave this matter 
of a revolution alone. 

Fredrick held that position until the 
Brits burned his church in New York 
City, and then Fredrick took up arms 
against the Brits as well. In addition to 
those feats, Fredrick became the first 
Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives. 

So as you walk between the Statuary 
Hall and the Rotunda, you will see a 
statute of John Muhlenberg. He’s got 
clerical robes, and on he’s also got a 
sword; and as you see this statue, be in 
remembrance of the fact that this was 
a clergyman who had taken up arms to 
create and defend this country. 

Madam Speaker, I believe that this 
country should remain with a deep 
abiding faith in God, and that we 
should absolutely adhere to the in-
scription ascribed above your head and 
that in fact in God we do trust. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Ms. 
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate agrees to the report of 
the committee of conference on the 
disagreeing votes of the two Houses on 
the amendment of the House to the res-
olution (S. Con. Res. 70) entitled ‘‘Con-
current resolution setting forth the 
congressional budget for the United 
States Government for fiscal year 2009 
and including the appropriate budg-
etary levels for fiscal years 2008 and 
2010 through 2013.’’ 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Colorado (Mr. TANCREDO) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. TANCREDO addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. PENCE) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. PENCE addressed the House. His 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. DANIEL E. 
LUNGREN) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia addressed the House. His re-
marks will appear hereafter in the Ex-
tensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Minnesota (Mrs. 
BACHMANN) is recognized for 5 minutes. 
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(Mrs. BACHMANN addressed the 

House. Her remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE 2008 DETROIT 
RED WINGS AND THEIR STAN-
LEY CUP CHAMPIONSHIP 

(Mr. CONYERS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, it’s 
with great pride that I rise today to 
congratulate our Detroit Red Wings on 
winning this year’s National Hockey 
League championship. It has been 6 
long years since the Red Wings have 
last brought the Stanley Cup back to 
Hockey Town, which is what we call 
Detroit in our good seasons, but their 
hard work and their hard-won victory 
on defeating the Penguins in six games 
is the epitome of teamwork at its abso-
lute best. If ever a championship fits 
the personality of a community, this 
one does. 

This team was about true sportsmanship 
and selflessness. Every Red Wing could vie 
for the Most Valuable Player award because 
each of them played with remarkable fortitude 
and consistence. Whether Detroit won be-
cause of the stepped up play of goalie Chris 
Osgood, the excellent leadership of the Cap-
tain Nicklas Lidstrom (the first European Cap-
tain to hoist the Stanley Cup), Henrik 
Zetterberg’s post-season offense led the way 
(scoring 13 goals in the playoffs), or the tre-
mendous Red Wings bench. They are a true 
model of what can be achieved with team 
work: Success. 

I am particularly excited that the city of De-
troit won this championship at this time. 
Madam Speaker, during the past few years 
the Metro Detroit area has lost tens of thou-
sands of manufacturing jobs, some of which 
will never come back to this great city. The 
Detroit Red Wings winning this championship 
has brought back hope and a sense of opti-
mism that Detroit desperately needs. The 
team’s success exemplifies the strength and 
tenacity both of the Red Wings and of the 
great citizens of Detroit. 

The moral of this championship is that you 
never now what you can achieve until you try. 
Go Red Wings. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to rule XXVIII, as a result of the 
adoption by the House and the Senate 
of the conference report on Senate Con-
current Resolution 70, House Joint 
Resolution 92, increasing the statutory 
limit on the public debt, has been en-
grossed and is deemed to have passed 
the House on June 5, 2008. 

f 

COVER THE UNINSURED WEEK 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentlewoman from 
Wisconsin (Ms. BALDWIN) is recognized 
for 60 minutes as the designee of the 
majority leader. 

Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, I 
rise tonight one month after our Na-
tion recognized Cover the Uninsured 
Week to draw attention to a national 
crisis, and that is the crisis of the un-
insured. This crisis affects all Ameri-
cans, and so for the fifth straight year, 
I have reserved this hour to highlight 
the issue of the uninsured. 

Madam Speaker, I believe that all 
Americans have a right to affordable 
and comprehensive health care. But 
unfortunately, according to the Census 
Bureau, 47 million Americans are with-
out health insurance. Millions more en-
counter a health care system that is 
inadequate in meeting their basic med-
ical needs because they are under-
insured. 

According to a recent Commonwealth 
Foundation study, there are 16 million 
Americans who are underinsured, 
meaning their insurance did not ade-
quately protect them against cata-
strophic health care expenses. That 
means that 63 million Americans, or 
one-in-five Americans, have either no 
health insurance, have only sporadic 
coverage, or have health insurance cov-
erage that leaves them exposed to high 
health care costs. 

Additionally, even those with health 
care coverage are faced with rising 
health care costs. As our economy con-
tinues to falter and the price of food 
and gas rises, high health care costs 
are straining more and more family 
budgets. The lack of affordable com-
prehensive health care affects every 
congressional district in the Nation. 

To highlight this issue and the real 
impact that is being—that being unin-
sured has on the lives of Americans, I 
have reserved this time to share some 
of the letters that I have read in my of-
fice from constituents who have had 
difficulty in obtaining and affording 
comprehensive health care coverage. 

Too often here in Congress, we speak 
of health care issues and the antiseptic 
jargon of policymakers and lawyers. 
We talk about Medicare Part D and in-
surance risk pools, but people across 
America are hurting. And these letters 
tell their stories in their own words. 

I represent a district in south-central 
Wisconsin, and while the letters I read 
may be from Wisconsinites, they speak 
to the difficulties that people all over 
America face every day. 

I’m going to start with a few letters 
about the ever-increasing price of 
health care. 

Vickie in Beloit, Wisconsin, writes, 
‘‘I am a 51-year-old woman, and was re-
cently in the hospital. I have no insur-
ance and my bill was almost $22,000. I 
was unconscious when I was taken 
there by ambulance, so I didn’t know 
they were going to run all of these 
tests which were going to be the big-
gest part of my bill. I really have no 
idea how I’m going to pay this. I in-
quired about health insurance about 6 
months ago, and it was over $700 a 
month.’’ 

Ross in Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin, 
writes to me, ‘‘I am 78 years old. My 

wife is 82. We have Medicare part A, B, 
and D and supplemental insurance. 
There is so much that is not covered 
that we spend ALL our Social Security 
on medical costs and stuff that Medi-
care doesn’t cover, like hearing aids 
and dental bills. If we didn’t have some 
income besides our Social Security, we 
would both be in a nursing home, but I 
am not sick.’’ 

Michael in Poynette, Wisconsin, 
writes that ‘‘I am a Federal employee 
and a member of the Wisconsin Air Na-
tional Guard. This past year we were 
granted a wage increase of roughly 2.3 
percent. At the same time, the cost of 
our Federal Employee Health Benefit 
Plan benefit increased by up to 44 per-
cent. Along with this, many of the co- 
pays also increased. This has put a tre-
mendous strain on my colleagues in 
the Wisconsin Air National Guard, 
many who have been deployed three or 
more times in support of operations 
throughout the Middle East region.’’ 

Ed in Monroe, Wisconsin, writes, 
‘‘My wife and I live in the gap. Between 
our Social Security and the disability 
policy she had, we get too much money 
to qualify for help, but not enough to 
really get by. With the donut hole in 
Medicare D, we would only be able to 
get my wife’s meds for three months if 
it were not for samples provided by her 
doctors. Four out of her 10 meds would 
take 65 percent of our total income if it 
were not for the help of that doctor. I 
live with chronic pain because of a can-
cer treatment, but as the years go by, 
it helps less and I have other medical 
problems that are gradually getting 
worse. I have a wife and a son that I 
have to take care of because neither 
can do it all for themselves. I am the 
one who battles with Social Security 
and the insurance companies. I have to 
deal with problems that arise with 
their medications, their finances and 
many day-to-day things. Every time I 
hear a politician talk about cutting 
Medicare and other programs for the 
elderly and disabled, it scares me to 
death because I am just hanging on by 
a thread.’’ 

Glen in Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin, 
writes, ‘‘My wife and I are retired and 
are on Medicare and supplemental in-
surance with drug coverage through 
my former employer. Our monthly cost 
for both is about $1,050 a month. With 
next year’s increase, it will take my 
whole monthly pension to pay for our 
health insurance. It’s like an adjust-
able rate mortgage that only in-
creases.’’ 

Sue in Beloit, Wisconsin, writes, ‘‘My 
husband was diagnosed with lung can-
cer. After treatment began, we found 
out that the insurance company had a 
small loophole for the treatment of 
cancer. Under our insurance, they have 
a $13,000 limit per year on radiation 
and chemotherapy. That amount did 
not even cover the first treatment of 
either radiation or chemo. I was not 
going to have my husband die for lack 
of treatment, so we started to use our 
savings and available credit to pay for 
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