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in the barn, or to the small business
owner who is being forced to close their
doors, the daily commuter, or the gen-
eral consumer. It is a crisis.

You know, we are being told that we
buy petroleum from other countries,
oftentimes countries that don’t even
like us, because many in this country
see our resources as a liability, an eco-
nomic or an environmental hazard. We
have got to change that mind set. We
must allow ourselves the opportunity
to drill on our own land, in ANWR, off
our own coastlines. We must increase
refining capacity instead of continuing
to shut down more factories.

————
0 1630
SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. CAS-
TOR). Under the Speaker’s announced
policy of January 18, 2007, and under a
previous order of the House, the fol-
lowing Members will be recognized for
5 minutes each.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. LEWIS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. LEWIS of Georgia addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———
NEWS FROM THE SECOND FRONT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, I bring
you news from the second front. The
second front, of course, is the border
we have, the southern border, where
there is a war going on. It’s a border
war between the United States and
those people who wish to enter the
United States illegally.

During my travels to the Texas/Mex-
ico border and, really, the southern
border with Mexico, I've traveled all
the way from San Diego to Browns-
ville, Texas meeting with the various
law enforcement officers. Of course I've
met with the Border Patrol, but more
recently I've met with the sheriffs
along the Texas/Mexico border.

Let me make it clear. The Border Pa-
trol does as good a job as we will let
them do. They patrol the first 25 miles
inland into the United States. But
that’s all they patrol. And if an illegal
individual, no matter who they are,
comes into the United States and gets
past that 25-mile marker, it’s up to
somebody else to patrol that area. And
much of that time it’s left up to the
sheriffs throughout the States of
Texas, Arizona, New Mexico and Cali-
fornia.

The sheriffs patrol the entire county.
And let me give you an example. When
a crime is committed in a county, a
person calls 911, and 911 transfers them
to the Sheriff’s Department, not to the
Border Patrol, because it’s not impor-
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tant at the time where that crime or
where that criminal came from.

And many times those criminals are
cross-border criminals. They come into
the United States from all over the
world to commit crimes and then flee
back across the southern border. And
it’s up to the sheriffs to protect the
citizens of those counties.

Just to give you an example of a cou-
ple of counties, I've visited with Sheriff
Arvin West of Hudspeth County. That’s
way over here in West Texas. That’s a
county that’s the size of Delaware. And
Sheriff West, like most of the 16 border
sheriffs along the Texas/Mexico border,
they look like sheriffs from Texas,
they act like sheriffs from Texas. But,
to a person, they are relentless in pro-
tecting their communities from crimi-
nal conduct.

And much of that conduct is the re-
sult of the failure of the United States
of America to protect the border from
people coming into the United States
without permission. It is the duty, the
first duty of government, to protect us
from invasion by any source and by
any means, and that includes anyone
that comes into this country without
permission.

Most recently, I've gone all the way
to the other end of Texas, down to
Cameron County, Texas where Browns-
ville is. It’s a unique county because
most of that county borders water, ei-
ther the Rio Grande River or the Gulf
of Mexico. And I've watched, and I
went down with Sheriff Omar Lucio
and some of his deputies who also are a
relentless bunch of Texas deputy sher-
iffs trying to protect the border.

He, like Arvin West on the other side
don’t have a big budget for vehicles. So
the way they get vehicles, Madam
Speaker, is they have to confiscate the
drug dealers’ vehicles, those SUVs. And
then once those are confiscated, they
use those because they don’t have
enough money to fund their own trans-
portation on the border.

As Sheriff Lucio said, the drug deal-
ers, the drug cartels outman them,
they outspend them, and they outgun
them. That’s because they have more
money than we have on this side of the
border.

And to give you an example of how
the drug cartels work, and how it is
very difficult for the sheriffs and the
Border Patrol to stop the invasion of
the drugs, down here on the Texas/Mex-
ico border, the Rio Grande River is
about as wide as this House of Rep-
resentatives. And planes fly in from
Mexico. They fly out into the Gulf of
Mexico, come straight in across the
Gulf of Mexico and the border of the
United States, and they drop their co-
caine, marijuana, and then other drug
mules pick that up and move that
throughout the United States on these
interstates that are depicted on this
map.

So it’s important that we give the
border sheriffs the resources that they
need. And part of that can come from
the Merida Initiative. The administra-
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tion has offered and is promoting the
idea of sending $1.4 billion in equip-
ment and training to the other side of
the border, to the Mexican side to fight
the drug cartels.

Good intentioned, but in all due fair-
ness, the history of Mexico along the
border is not good. There is corruption,
and many of the military and the po-
lice have started working with the
drug cartels, some of whom have been
trained in the United States have gone
over to the other side. Maybe that
money would be better spent if we left
it on our side of the border and gave
that money to the sheriffs to patrol
this entire area.

We should give the sheriffs surplus
military vehicles that have come back
from Iraq and let them patrol all this
area, because you cannot patrol this
part of Texas with a Prius. We have to
use some type of SUV or pickup truck.
And it’s important that we do this. The
number one duty of government is pub-
lic safety.

Madam Speaker, June 6, 1944, the an-
niversary is tomorrow. We sent thou-
sands of Americans over the lands and
over the seas to protect the borders of
countries that had been invaded.
France, Belgium, Czechoslovakia and
other nations, and it’s the duty of our
country to protect us from the inva-
sion coming south of the border.

We should send the military to the
southern portion of our border and
have the moral will to stop the inva-
sion into the United States.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DAVIS of Illinois addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———
NO PICNIC FOR IMPRISONED U.S.
BORDER PATROL AGENTS

RAMOS AND COMPEAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. JONES of North Carolina.
Madam Speaker, today many Members
of Congress and their families will at-
tend the Congressional Picnic hosted
by President and Mrs. Bush at the
White House.

However, for two imprisoned Border
Patrol agents, this day will not be a
picnic. Today is day 505 of a terrible in-
justice in America. Agents Compean
and Ramos have been in Federal prison
in solitary confinement since January
7 of 2007.

These two U.S. Border Patrol agents
were convicted in March of 2006 for
wounding an illegal alien drug smug-
gler from Mexico. The smuggler
brought $1 million worth of marijuana
across our border into Texas, and the
drug smuggler was given immunity by
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the Federal prosecutor to testify
against the two border agents. Since
then, the prosecutor’s star witness, the
Mexican drug smuggler, returned to
America with more illegal drugs. He
has now been arrested and has pled
guilty to four felony counts for smug-
gling drugs.

Ramos and Compean were doing their
job to protect the border and to protect
the American citizens. Yet, through a
questionable prosecution, the agents
were convicted and sentenced to 11 and
12 years in prison.

Many of us in Congress have called
on the White House to pardon these
two border agents. They are heroes, yet
the administration has done nothing to
reverse this injustice.

Those of us who have been speaking
out on behalf of these agents for more
than a year are waiting on the Fifth
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in New
Orleans to render its decision in this
case. During an oral argument for their
appeal on December 3 of 2007, one of the
judges considering the case, Judge E.
Grady Jolly said, and I quote the judge,
“It does seem to me that the govern-
ment overreacted here. For some rea-
son, this one got out of hand.”

Madam Speaker, I hope that those
attending The White House Congres-
sional Picnic have a wonderful time
this evening. I'm sure that Agents
Compean and Ramos would also like to
be home having a picnic with their
family.

Madam Speaker, this injustice needs
to be corrected. I hope that the Amer-
ican people will continue to care about
Compean and Ramos, to let the White
House know that these men should be
free.

It is my hope and prayer that one day
soon, this injustice will be corrected
and these two heroes will be home with
their families, maybe to have a picnic.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. WOOLSEY addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

e —

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

e —

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. GEORGE
MILLER) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California
addressed the House. His remarks will
appear hereafter in the Extensions of
Remarks.)

e —

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a

previous order of the House, the gen-
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tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
MCHENRY) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. MCHENRY addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

PRAYER TO HONOR THE MEN AND
WOMEN OF THE ARMED FORCES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
ENGLISH) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. ENGLISH of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, there was a time
when our national leaders publicly felt
the ability to invoke the Creator and
invite His blessings on our national
causes.

On D-Day, June 6, 1944, President
Franklin D. Roosevelt read a nation-
ally broadcast prayer as our troops
landed at Normandy. I'm going to read
this prayer in the House today, to both
commemorate this event and honor the
men and women of our Armed Forces.

“Almighty God, our sons, pride of our
Nation, this day have set forth upon a
mighty endeavor, a struggle to pre-
serve our republic, our religion and our
civilization and to set free a suffering
humanity.

“Lead them straight and true. Give
strength to their arms, stoutness to
their hearts, steadfastness to their
faith.

“They will need Thy Blessings. Their
road will be long and hard, for the
enemy is strong. He may hurl back our
forces. Success may not come with
rushing speed, but we shall return
again and again, and we know that by
Thy grace and by the righteousness of
our cause, our sons will triumph.

“They will be sore tried by night and
by day, without rest until the victory
is won. The darkness will be rent by
noise and flame. Men’s souls will be
shaken with the violences of war.

“For these men are lately drawn
from the ways of peace. They fight not
for the lust of conquest. They fight to
end conquest. They fight to liberate.
They fight to let justice arise and tol-
erance and goodwill among all Thy
people. They yearn but for the end of
battle for their return to the haven of
home.

‘““Some will never return. Embrace
these, Father, and receive them, Thy
heroic servants into Thy kingdom.

“And for us at home, fathers, moth-
ers, children, wives, sisters and broth-
ers of brave men overseas whose
thoughts and prayers are ever with
them, help us, Almighty God, to re-
dedicate ourselves in renewed faith in
Thee in this hour of great sacrifice.

“Many people have urged that I call
the Nation into a single day of special
prayer. But because the road is long
and the desire is great, I ask that our
people devote themselves in a continu-
ance of prayer as we rise to each new
day and again, when each day is spent,
let words of prayer be on our lips in-
voking Thy help to our efforts.

“Give us strength too, strength in
our daily tasks, to redouble the con-
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tributions we make in the physical and
the material support of our Armed
Forces.

““And let our hearts be stout, to wait
out the long travail, to bear sorrows
that may come, to impart our courage
unto our sons, wheresoever they may
be.

‘““And, O Lord, give us faith. Give us
faith in Thee, faith in our sons, faith in
each other, faith in our united crusade.
Let not the keenness of our spirit ever
be dull. Let not the impacts of tem-
porary events, of temporal matters of
but fleeting moment, let not these
deter us in your unconquerable pur-
pose.

“With Thy blessing, we shall prevail
over the unholy forces of our enemy.
Help us to conquer the apostles of
greed and racial arrogancies. Lead us
to the saving of our country and with
our sister Nations into a world unity
that will spell a sure peace, a peace in-
vulnerable to the schemings of unwor-
thy men, and a peace that will let all of
men live in freedom, reaping the just
rewards of their honest toil.

“Thy will be done, Almighty God.

“Amen.”

——
0 1645

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. SCHIFF) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. SCHIFF addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. KUHL) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. KUHL of New York addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

SUNSET MEMORIAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. FRANKS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Madam Speaker, |
stand once again before this House with yet
another Sunset Memorial.

It is June 5, 2008 in the land of the free and
the home of the brave, and before the sun set
today in America, almost 4,000 more defense-
less unborn children were killed by abortion on
demand. That's just today, Madam Speaker.
That’s more than the number of innocent lives
lost on September 11 in this country, only it
happens every day.

It has now been exactly 12,918 days since
the tragedy called Roe v. Wade was first
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