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a government-owned tomato paste fac-
tory. After privatization, the factory
was producing 10 more products and
employing 1,000 people, including 200
women.

According to USAID, with the insta-
bility that was brought on by the inva-
sion of Iraq and the ensuing civil war,
the factory’s potential for food proc-
essing was shattered. Farmers were un-
able to work the fields, and the factory
no longer had access to the agricul-
tural supply required to operate. Not
only were factory workers suddenly un-
employed, tens of thousands of farmers
found themselves similarly destitute.

A U.S. Government grant for $5 mil-
lion will ensure that power, water,
waste treatment and steam are re-
stored to the plant. This is essential to
get the factory back on-line.

When we look at what we are spend-
ing on the military occupation of Iraq,
somewhere around $9 billion a week, $5
million looks like a drop in the bucket.
In fact, $6 million for development as-
sistance actually equals 21 minutes of
military spending. As some of my col-
leagues like to say, this is a hand up,
not a hand-out.

We are rebuilding the heart of com-
munities through jobs, through growth
and investment into the infrastructure,
the results of which will be seen for
generations to come.

We need to take a serious look, Mr.
Speaker, at our presence in Iraq. Is it
any wonder that there is frustration?
We can spend billions of dollars perpet-
uating an occupation, but we can’t
truly commit to humanitarian assist-
ance, to reconciliation and a diplo-
matic surge?

It’s simple, if we listen to the Amer-
ican people and to the Iraqi families.
Let’s end this occupation of Iraq and
bring our troops and military contrac-
tors home. It is time to rebuild, not re-
ignite a military conflict.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
DONNELLY). Under a previous order of
the House, the gentleman from North
Carolina (Mr. JONES) is recognized for 5
minutes.

(Mr. JONES of North Carolina ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

————————

GAS PRICES/TAXES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. BROUN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
the American people are sick and tired
of high gas prices, high taxes and un-
necessary regulation on our lands. As
an ardent capitalist, I believe that the
marketplace, unencumbered by govern-
ment regulation, by high taxes, is the
best way to control quality, quantity
and cost of all goods and services.

The price of gasoline is not immune
to market forces. Cutting taxes and
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reining in the Federal Government is
fundamental to returning power to the
U.S. citizens, and to promote economic
growth. We should support our free
market by eliminating unnecessary
regulation, unfair taxes, and promoting
the economic growth that we so des-
perately need. I say, heavy taxation is
bad representation.

Speaker PELOSI promised to lower
energy prices at the beginning of the
110th Congress. Yet, today the average
price of gasoline has gone up $1.65 per
gallon, a nearly 71 percent increase.
The Pelosi premium is now costing the
average American $3.98 per gallon of
gasoline. And in my district, the 10th
Congressional District in Georgia, it’s
over $4 a gallon.

Congressional Democrats talk about
our addiction to foreign oil, yet they
refuse to allow access to American oil
and our gas supplies that are necessary
to cure this so-called addiction. This is
as idiotic as asking Shaquille O’Neal to
play basketball on his knees, or Alex
Rodriguez hitting a baseball left-hand-
ed.

America has been blessed with abun-
dant talent, a tremendous quantity of
natural resources. Yet we continue to
operate with our knees on the ground
and hitting from the wrong side of the

plate. Unfortunately, this is not a
game that Americans can afford to
play.

Developing American oil and gas will
help bring prices down and help break
the stranglehold on energy that hostile
countries in the Middle East enjoy. Yet
Congressional Democrats continue to
refuse any development whatsoever.
We should not be hesitant to tap into
our abundant natural resources, espe-
cially at a time when energy costs are
so high.

Alaska’s ANWR is estimated to con-
tain between 5.7 and 16 billion barrels
of o0il. Yet House Democrats have op-
posed ANWR exploration 86 percent of
the time, while House Republicans
have supported responsible and envi-
ronmentally sound development 91 per-
cent of the time.

The Outer Continental Shelf, OCS, is
estimated to contain 19 billion barrels
of oil and 84 trillion cubic feet of nat-
ural gas. Yet House Democrats have
opposed developing the OCS 83 percent
of the time, while House Republicans
have supported responsible and envi-
ronmentally sound development 81 per-
cent of the time. Today we are drilling
for ice on Mars, but we cannot drill for
oil in America.

America contains enough oil shale to
supply all our needs for over two cen-
turies, estimated at over 2 trillion bar-
rels. Yet House Democrats have op-
posed oil shale exploration 86 percent
of the time, while House Republicans
have supported responsible and envi-
ronmentally sound development 90 per-
cent of the time.

America hasn’t built a new oil refin-
ery in decades. It would do little good
to increase development of our domes-
tic supplies of oil if we do not have the

H4963

refinery capability and capacity to
quickly convert this fuel into a usable
form. Yet House Democrats have op-
posed increasing refinery capacity 96
percent of the time, while House Re-
publicans have supported responsible
and environmentally sound develop-
ment 97 percent of the time. We need to
streamline getting oil refineries on-
line.

America is the Saudi Arabia of coal.
We must promote this abundant re-
source by promoting coal-to-liquids
technology. Yet House Democrats have
opposed the promotion of coal-to-lig-
uids technology 78 percent of the time,
while House Republicans have sup-
ported responsible and environ-
mentally sound development 97 percent
of the time.

What is the opposition’s solution to
this national emergency? They have
passed a so-called energy bill that’s a
non-energy bill.

Energy is the lifeblood of the Amer-
ican economy. We need to develop our
own natural resources and drill for oil
now.

ENERGY SAVINGS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. GEORGE
MILLER) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Speaker, Democrats have fought to
bring America’s addiction to oil to the
forefront of our national attention for
years. We must reduce our dependence
on oil in order to stimulate the econ-
omy, to protect our country and to
curb the harmful effects of global
warming.

Since Democrats gained control of
the Congress last year, we raised auto-
mobile fuel efficiency standards for the
first time in over a quarter of a cen-
tury, despite the opposition of Presi-
dent Bush.

And the House recently passed a
comprehensive renewable energy bill.
Our renewable energy bill will reduce
America’s dependence on oil. It will
lower energy costs, protect the envi-
ronment, and create hundreds of thou-
sands of new gskilled green jobs all
across America.

While Congress is working hard to re-
duce our oil dependence, my constitu-
ents are working hard to do their part
to battle rising energy prices and re-
duce their own carbon footprint.

I recently asked my constituents to
tell me what they were doing to reduce
their personal energy consumption and
to reduce the cost of energy in their
monthly lives, and I promised that I
would share some of these best ideas
right here on the House floor.

Here are some of the comments I've
received so far. Many of my constitu-
ents are already following some of the
more conventional but important
methods of energy conservation, in-
cluding replacing traditional light
bulbs with compact fluorescent lights,
unplugging appliances that aren’t in
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use, drying clothes outside in the Cali-
fornia sun. Many more are taking ad-
vantage of public transportation op-
tions throughout Northern California
and the San Francisco Bay area.

Patricia Kneisler of Benicia, Cali-
fornia, gangs all of her errands to-
gether. By doing this, as she says, her
“gas guzzler,” the 1995 SUV, is only
used when absolutely necessary and in
the most efficient manner.

Gina Hale’s family in Pittsburg, Cali-
fornia, attached ultraviolet blocking
film on all of the house’s windows to
cut down on air conditioning costs dur-
ing the summer.

Melissa Miller of Concord, California
runs her dishwasher only when it is full
and at night when the electricity rates
go down after 7 p.m.

I have posted on my Web site sources
of information about how consumers
can reduce their energy consumption
and save money and help protect the
environment. I invite you to visit my
Web site. While you’re there, post
your own comments about your ideas
of saving energy. It’s at
www.georgemiller.house.gov.

Small changes have big impacts. Not
only are my constituents reducing
their own energy bills, but they’re also
contributing to our future energy inde-
pendence.

Mr. Speaker, Congress can and must
continue to support all of the individ-
uals who are working to reduce energy
consumption. We must work to pass
legislation that invests in renewable
energy, encourages innovation and in-
vestment in green technology and sup-
ports the creation of green jobs.

Congress is obligated to move Amer-
ica into the future, into a modern en-
ergy policy, and stop the reliance on
the past fossil fuels policy that has
kept this country in bondage to the oil
companies and to the suppliers from
overseas. Our economy and our envi-
ronment depend upon it.

It is a tragedy that President Bush
and 12 years of a Republican Congress
stood in the way of energy independ-
ence, stood in the way of a modern en-
ergy program. While the President told
the Nation and Congress that we’re ad-
dicted to oil, he did nothing to alter
that addiction—nothing other than to
call for more oil drilling. Spoken like a
true addict.

Now is the time to move forward.
The price of gas and oil is at a crisis to
America’s families, and we must act
quickly and boldly to come to grips
with this crisis.

Our future depends upon reducing our
demand for oil, increasing energy effi-
ciency, and providing sustainable en-
ergy sources to relieve consumers of
the crippling energy costs that invade
their lives on a daily basis and to stim-
ulate the next generation of innova-
tion.

I appreciate the contributions of my
constituents, and I look forward to
hearing from more of them and to
bring them to the attention of the
House to see what decisions they’re
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making about reducing energy costs in
their personal daily lives.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

———
0 2115

IN COMMEMORATION OF
TIANANMEN SQUARE PROTEST

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. MCCOTTER)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. McCOTTER. Mr. Speaker, today
the world commemorates and mourns
the events that happened in
Tiananmen Square 19 years ago today.
It was then that over 2,000 people were
massacred by the Communist regime
for the crime of quoting Thomas Jef-
ferson and James Madison, the crime of
creating a model of the Statue of Lib-
erty, killed for the crime of wanting
their God-given right to liberty.

In these 19 years, many things have
changed and, sadly, too many people
have forgotten.

But there are 130 people that cannot
forget. There are 130 people that re-
main in the communist Chinese prisons
for participating in the pro-democracy
demonstrations at Tiananmen Square
in 1989.

Today, many are told that the com-
munist Chinese regime will one day
change. We’ve heard this for 19 years.
We have seen corporate leaders, we
have seen elected officials, and regret-
tably we will soon see the President of
the United States go over to Beijing for
the Olympics and meet with the butch-
ers that killed 2,000 people, and they
continue to imprison 130 of their fellow
human beings.

The arguments that will be made in
attending this propaganda fest will be
that we have to show our respect to the
Chinese people; that we have to show
them that somehow the United States
of America wants to usher in this com-
munist, nuclear-armed dictatorship
into the world stage. I find this logic
reprehensible.

The United States is a beacon of lib-
erty and hope for all the world sup-
pressed. When the leaders of the United
States, be they in business or, more
importantly, in the corridors of Con-
gress or in the halls of the White
House, attend these communist Olym-
pics, the Chinese people that I am wor-
ried about, the Chinese people that I
believe we will not be standing behind
will be the people who are rotting in
the jails for the crime of yearning to be
free.

The question then arises, what can
we do as a Nation? Many believe the
21st century will be the century of the
communist Chinese regime; that their
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economy will pass ours; that their rival
model of governance will be adopted
throughout the world of the corporate
structure where one can make money
when allowed by the tyrants and that
all of your political rights simply do
not exist but for the whim of the com-
munist party.

I believe the people who are writing
the obituary of the West and of our free
Republic are mistaken, and I believe
that over time, the voices and the in-
fluence of the communist tyrants in
Beijing will ring as hollow in the ears
of our fellow human beings as once did
the callow calls from the halls of the
Polit Bureau that the Soviet Union
was going to bury the United States.

So as we go forward toward the
Olympics, as we go forward from the
19th commemoration of the butchering
in Tiananmen Square of the Kkilling of
students my own age for wanting the
same God-given rights that I and ev-
eryone in this country have, let’s not
forget the 130. Let’s demand their re-
lease, for if we do not, we will betray
not only their liberty, but our pro-
fessed commitment to being a beacon
of hope for all of the world; and we will
have squandered the legacy given to us
as the custodians of this last best hope
of Earth.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. KAPTUR addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
MCHENRY) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. MCHENRY addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

SUNSET MEMORIAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. FRANKS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Mr. Speaker, |
stand once again before this House with yet
another Sunset Memorial.

It is June 4, 2008 in the land of the free and
the home of the brave, and before the sun set
today in America, almost 4,000 more defense-
less unborn children were killed by abortion on
demand. That's just today, Mr. Speaker.
That’s more than the number of innocent lives
lost on September 11 in this country, only it
happens every day.

It has now been exactly 12,917 days since
the tragedy called Roe v. Wade was first
handed down. Since then, the very foundation
of this Nation has been stained by the blood
of almost 50 million of its own children. Some
of them, Mr. Speaker, died and screamed as
they did so, but because it was amniotic fluid
passing over the vocal cords instead of air, no
one could hear them.

And all of them had at least four things in
common. First, they were each just little ba-
bies who had done nothing wrong to anyone,
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