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June 3, 2008

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, May 23, 2008.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
The Speaker, The Capitol, House of Representa-
tives, Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the
permission granted in clause 2(h) of rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
May 23, 2008, at 10:13 a.m.:

That the Senate passed S. 1965.

That the Senate passed S. 2420.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
LORRAINE C. MILLER,
Clerk of the House
(By Robert F. Reeves, Deputy Clerk).

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, June 2, 2008.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
The Speaker, The Capitol, House of Representa-
tives, Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the
permission granted in clause 2(h) of rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
June 2, 2008, at 4:53 p.m.:

That the Senate passed S. 2062.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
LORRAINE C. MILLER,
Clerk of the House.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, June 3, 2008.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
The Speaker, The Capitol, House of Representa-
tives, Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the
permission granted in clause 2(h) of rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
June 3, 2008, at 11:22 a.m.:

Appointments:

Mexico-United States Interparliamentary
Group.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
LORRAINE C. MILLER,
Clerk of the House.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote is objected to under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today.
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SUPPORTING NATIONAL MEN’S
HEALTH WEEK

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res.
138) supporting National Men’s Health
Week, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The text of the concurrent resolution
is as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 138

Whereas despite the advances in medical
technology and research, men continue to
live an average of almost 6 years less than
women and African-American men have the
lowest life expectancy;

Whereas all 10 of the 10 leading causes of
death, as defined by the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, affect men at a
higher percentage than women;

Whereas between ages 45-54, men are 3
times more likely than women to die of
heart attacks;

Whereas men die of heart disease at almost
twice the rate of women;

Whereas men die of cancer at almost one
and a half times the rate of women;

Whereas testicular cancer is one of the
most common cancers in men aged 15-34, and
when detected early, has a 95 percent sur-
vival rate;

Whereas the number of cases of colon can-
cer among men will reach over 55,000 in 2007,
and almost half will die from the disease;

Whereas the likelihood that a man will de-
velop prostate cancer is 1 in 6;

Whereas the number of men contracting
prostate cancer will reach over 218,890 in
2007, and almost 27,050 will die from the dis-
ease;

Whereas African-American men in the
United States have the highest incidence in
the world of prostate cancer;

Whereas significant numbers of male-re-
lated health problems, such as prostate can-
cer, testicular cancer, infertility, and colon
cancer, could be detected and treated if
men’s awareness of these problems was more
pervasive;

Whereas more than one-half the elderly
widows now living in poverty were not poor
before the death of their husbands, and by
age 100 women outnumber men 8 to 1;

Whereas educating both the public and
health care providers about the importance
of early detection of male health problems
will result in reducing rates of mortality for
these diseases;

Whereas appropriate use of tests such as
Prostate Specific Antigen (PSA) exams,
blood pressure screens, and cholesterol
screens, in conjunction with clinical exam-
ination and self-testing for problems such as
testicular cancer, can result in the detection
of many of these problems in their early
stages and increases in the survival rates to
nearly 100 percent;

Whereas women are 100 percent more like-
ly to visit the doctor for annual examina-
tions and preventive services than men;

Whereas men are less likely than women to
visit their health center or physician for reg-
ular screening examinations of male-related
problems for a variety of reasons, including
fear, lack of health insurance, lack of infor-
mation, and cost factors;

Whereas National Men’s Health Week was
established by Congress and first celebrated
in 1994 and urged men and their families to
engage in appropriate health behaviors, and
the resulting increased awareness has im-
proved health-related education and helped
prevent illness;
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Whereas the Governors of over 45 States
issue proclamations annually declaring
Men’s Health Week in their States;

Whereas since 1994, National Men’s Health
Week has been celebrated each June by doz-
ens of States, cities, localities, public health
departments, health care entities, churches,
and community organizations throughout
the Nation, that promote health awareness
events focused on men and family;

Whereas the National Men’s Health Week
website has been established at
www.menshealthweek.org and features Gov-
ernors’ proclamations and National Men'’s
Health Week events;

Whereas men who are educated about the
value that preventive health can play in pro-
longing their lifespan and their role as pro-
ductive family members will be more likely
to participate in health screenings;

Whereas men and their families are en-
couraged to increase their awareness of the
importance of a healthy lifestyle, regular ex-
ercise, and medical checkups; and

Whereas June 9 through 15, 2008, is Na-
tional Men’s Health Week, which has the
purpose of heightening the awareness of pre-
ventable health problems and encouraging
early detection and treatment of disease
among men and boys: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That—

(1) the Congress supports the annual Na-
tional Men’s Health Week; and

(2) requests that the President of the
United States issue a proclamation calling
upon the people of the United States and in-
terested groups to observe National Men’s
Health Week with appropriate ceremonies
and activities.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule the gentleman from Illi-
nois (Mr. DAVIS) and the gentlewoman
from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.
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GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, as a member of the
House Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform, I am pleased to
join my colleagues in the consideration
of H. Con. Res. 138, as amended, which
expresses Congress’s support of Men’s
Health Week, which is designed to raise
awareness of men’s health issues and
the importance of preventative health
care in order to improve the lifespan of
American men.

H. Con. Res. 138, which was intro-
duced by the gentleman from Mary-
land, Representative ELIJAH CUMMINGS,
on May 1, 2007, was amended and re-
ported from the Oversight Committee
on May 15, 2008, before being passed by
voice vote. The measure has the sup-
port and sponsorship of 59 Members of
Congress, and expresses support for in-
creased medical awareness that will
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improve the health and well-being of
American men.

According to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, all of the 10
leading causes of death among Ameri-
cans, such as cancer and heart disease,
affect our Nation’s men at a higher
rate than our women. On average, the
male life expectancy in America is 6
years lower than the life expectancy of
their female counterparts. A leading
cause of this disparity is that men are
100 percent less likely to visit a doctor
for screening and preventative medical
checkups. This reluctance is tragic, as
many life-threatening conditions are
mitigated when found through early
detection.

Congress recognized the need to en-
courage preventative medicine by in-
creasing health awareness in American
men when it established National
Men’s Health Week in 1994. Now, 14
years later, this commemorative week
has helped to raise awareness and
lower illness among American men.

Therefore, Mr. Speaker, I urge the
swift passage of this measure, as it will
continue to encourage the men of our
country to take a more active and pre-
ventative role in safeguarding their
health, and, therefore, the health of
America.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

I rise today in support of this resolu-
tion promoting National Men’s Health
Week. Across this Nation, men are re-
minded daily about the benefits of liv-
ing a healthy life. Whether through ex-
ercise, a balanced diet, or regular visits
to the doctor, these simple steps can
lead to longer, more vibrant lives.
Sadly, many men still neglect the
basic preventative measures and often
fail to realize the ripple effect their de-
clining health can have on those
around them.

It is no secret that men have a short-
er lifespan than women. Of the 10 lead-
ing causes of death in this country,
men lead women in all 10. Yes, some of
this can be attributed to lifestyle dif-
ferences. Men are prone to engage in
heavier drinking, smoking, and risky
behaviors. But the sad reality is that
men all too often neglect to seek out
the medical help they need. Studies
have shown that men are significantly
less likely to visit the doctor than
women are.

Congress and the President estab-
lished National Men’s Health Aware-
ness Week in May 1994. They chose the
week leading up to Father’s Day, when
our focus on the male figures in our life
is greatest, to bring national attention
to the critical health issues facing men
and to highlight the preventative
measures that are necessary and avail-
able.

Early detection is vital, and in many
cases, increases chances for survival.
Men’s Health Awareness Week helps
bring this information to light and
highlights the proactive steps that men
can take to improve their chances for a
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long, healthy life. The benefits of a
more proactive approach to men’s
health extends not only to the indi-
vidual, but to their families, friends,
society, and the Nation.

Better long-term health means fewer
medical expenses for families, tax-
payers, and employers. When women
outlive their spouses, often by more
than half a decade, they face the finan-
cial, emotional, and physical burden of
living out their remaining years in sol-
itude. This can ultimately place undue
stress on a family or taxpayers.

Men’s Health Awareness Week helps
broaden our understanding of the seri-
ous health risks facing men and the
simple steps we can all take to help
mitigate their effects. So I urge my
colleagues not only to support this res-
olution, but to honor its message. If
you’re a man, go to the doctor. If
you’re a woman, encourage your hus-
band, brother, son, and friends to do so.
Take a walk, go for a jog, or eat a piece
of fruit. After all, we all know that an
apple a day keeps the doctor away.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
continue to reserve.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield such
time as he may consume to my distin-
guished colleague from the State of
Idaho (Mr. SALI).

Mr. SALI. I thank the gentlewoman.

Today, I rise in support of H. Con.
Res. 138, supporting National Men’s
Health Week. Not only should we be
recognizing this important health issue
this week, but Congress should also be
addressing other issues critical to the
American people, especially rising fuel
prices.

As Americans across this country
pay an average of $3.98 per gallon,
these prices hit families, and particu-
larly school children. Just yesterday,
the Calhoun Times reported in Georgia
that, and I quote, ‘“High gas prices hit
high school sports. With gas prices
soaring to record heights, the cost of
taking teams on the road has become a
looming storm on the horizon of high
school athletics that has led some to
worry what the future may have in
store. All across the country, people
are dealing with the pinch of high gas
prices. With high school teams’ main
mode of transportation still the aver-
age school bus, which runs on diesel,
costs are even higher.”

This is unacceptable, Mr. Speaker.
We need to act now to lower gas prices.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
continue to reserve.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I urge my
colleagues to support this resolution,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
as we observe and promote Men’s
Health Week, I am pleased to note that
both the Illinois Department of Public
Health and the City of Chicago’s De-
partment of Public Health, under able
leadership of their commissioners,
place great emphasis on men’s health,
and have two activities coming up this
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week; Saturday at Malcolm X College,
and next week, the day before Father’s
Day, at Malcolm X Community Col-
lege, where the focus is men’s health.

I urge passage of this measure.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
DAvIs) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 138, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

RECOGNIZING THE STATE OF MIN-
NESOTA’S 150TH ANNIVERSARY.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 923) recognizing
the State of Minnesota’s 150th anniver-
sary.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 923

Whereas Minnesota was established as a
territory on March 2, 1849, and became the
32nd State on May 11, 1858;

Whereas Minnesota is also known as the
“Gopher State’’, the ‘“‘North Star State’’, and
the ‘‘Land of 10,000 Lakes’’;

Whereas Minnesota’s name comes from the
Dakota word ‘‘minesota’, meaning ‘‘water
that reflects the sky’’, and Native Americans
continue to play a defining role in Min-
nesota’s proud heritage;

Whereas the cities of Minneapolis and St.
Paul were established after the completion
of nearby Fort Snelling, a frontier outpost
and training center for Civil War soldiers;

Whereas more than 338,000,000 tons of Min-
nesota iron ore were shipped between 1940
and 1945 that contributed to the U.S. mili-
tary victory in World War II, and an addi-
tional 648,000,000 tons of iron ore were
shipped between 1945 and 1955 that boosted
post-war economic expansion in the U.S.;

Whereas in 1889, the Saint Mary’s Hospital,
now known as the Mayo Clinic, opened its
doors to patients in Rochester, Minnesota,
and is now known worldwide for its cutting-
edge care;

Whereas Minnesota continues to be a lead-
er in innovation and is currently home to
more than 35 Fortune 500 Companies;

Whereas Minnesota houses over 30 institu-
tions of higher education including the Uni-
versity of Minnesota, a world-class research
university where the first open heart surgery
and first bone marrow transplant was per-
formed in the United States;

Whereas farmland spans over half of Min-
nesota’s 54 million acres and the agriculture
industry is Minnesota’s second largest job
market, employing nearly 80,000 farmers;

Whereas Minnesota is the Nation’s number
one producer of sugarbeets and turkeys;

Whereas Minnesota is a national leader in
the production and use of renewable energy,
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