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I keep the photos of the fallen in all
of my offices here in D.C. and in Texas,
and the noble few who have died for the
rest of us in the Second Congressional
District of Texas are on this chart, Mr.
Speaker. They are:

Russell Slay, Staff Sergeant in the
United States Army, from Humble,
Texas. He was killed on November 19,
2004, at the age of 28.

Wesley Canning, Lance Corporal,
United States Marine Corps, from
Friendswood, Texas, killed November
20, 2004, at the age of 21.

Fred Maciel, Lance Corporal, United
States Marine Corps, from Spring,
Texas, killed January 26, 2005, at the
age of 20.

Wesley Riggs, Private First Class,
United States Army, from Beach City,
Texas, killed May 14, 2005, at the age of
19.

William Meeuwsen, Sergeant, United
States Army, from Kingwood, Texas,
killed November 23, 2005, at the age of
24.

Robert Martinez, Lance Corporal,
United States Marine Corps, from
Cleveland, Texas. He was killed Decem-
ber 1, 2005, at the age of 20. And a post
office in his hometown is named in his
honor.

Jerry Michael Durbin, Staff Ser-
geant, United States Army, from
Spring, Texas, killed January 26, 2006,
at the age of 26.

Walter Moss, Tech Sergeant, United
States Air Force, from Houston, Texas,
killed on March 30, 2006, at the age of
27.

Kristian Menchaca, Private First
Class in the United States Army, from
Houston, Texas, killed June 16, 2006, at
the age of 23.

Benjamin Williams, Staff Sergeant,
United States Army, from Orange,
Texas. He was killed at the age of 30 on
June 20, 2006.

Ryan Miller, Lance Corporal, United
States Marine Corps, from Pearland,
Texas, killed September 14, 2006, at the
age of 19.

Edward Reynolds, Staff Sergeant,
United States Army, from Groves,
Texas. He was killed on September 26,
2006, at the age of 27.

West Point graduate Michael Fraser,
Captain, United States Army, from
Houston, Texas, killed on November 26,
2006, at the age of 25.

Luke Yepsen, Lance Corporal, United
States Marine Corps, from Kingwood,
Texas, killed December 14, 2006. He was
20 years of age.

Dustin Donica, Specialist, United
States Army, from Spring, Texas,
killed on December 28, 2006, at the age
of 22.

Ryan Berg, Specialist in the United
States Army, from Sabine Pass, Texas.
He was killed January 9, 2007, at the
age of 19.

Terrance Dunn, Staff Sergeant,
United States Army, from Houston,
Texas, killed February 2, 2007, at the
age of 38.

Anthony Aguirre, Lance Corporal,
United States Marine Corps, from
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Houston, Texas, Kkilled February 26,
2007, at the age of 20.

Brandon Bobb, PFC, United States
Army, from Port Arthur, Texas, killed
July 17, 2007. He was 20 years of age.

Zachary Endsley, Private First Class,
United States Army, Spring, Texas,
killed on July 23, 2007, at the age of 21.

Kamisha Block, Specialist, United
States Army, from Vidor, Texas, killed
August 16, 2007. She was 20 years of age.
She is one of our female warriors who
was Kkilled in combat.

Donald Valentine III, Corporal in the
United States Army, from Houston,
Texas, Kkilled September 18, 2007. He
was 21.

Jeremy Burris, Lance Corporal,
United States Marine Corps, from Lib-
erty, Texas, killed October 8, 2007, at
the age of 22.

Eric Duckworth, Staff Sergeant,
United States Army, from Plano,
Texas, killed October 10, 2007. He was
26.

Scott Mackintosh, Corporal, United
States Army, from Humble, Texas,
killed March 10, 2008, at the age of 26.

Shawn Tousha, Sergeant, United
States Army, from Hull, Texas, Kkilled
April 9, 2008. He was 30.

Mr. Speaker, these 26 warriors rep-
resent the best of our Nation. They are
the sons of liberty, the daughters of de-
mocracy. These few, these noble few,
on this chart are American warriors
who take care of the rest of us.

In the words of George Orwell, “We
sleep safe at night in our beds because
rough men stand ready in the night to
visit violence on those who would try
to do us harm.” The American soldier.

And that’s just the way it is.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. WOOLSEY addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——————

TRIBUTE TO OUR FALLEN
SOLDIERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, this coming Monday, Ameri-
cans will gather to do what so many
families wish they did not have to do.
That is to mourn the dead who have
fallen in battle.

Certainly there will be many who
will come simply to honor them as he-
roes, but many of the families will
have the fresh memories of young men
and women who have recently fallen in
the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq.

I rise to take this opportunity on be-
half of the 18th Congressional District,
of the people of Houston, Texas, to ac-
knowledge and respect and pay tribute
to the soldiers of this Nation that have
fallen in battle throughout the cen-
turies.
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For it is, in fact, true that our free-
doms are vested in the willingness of
young men and women who take the
oath to give the ultimate sacrifice so
that our Constitution and our values
may be preserved. And I take their
oath very seriously and believe it is
important that, as Members of the
United States Congress and the Com-
mander in Chief, that when we send
Americans into battle, it must be based
upon thought and prayers and reason.

But this coming Monday, we will em-
brace these families, some who are
freshly mourning, others who have
long memories. We will commemorate
the missing in action, the POWs, all
who have suffered at the hands of the
violence of others.

In Houston, Texas, we commemorate
Memorial Day at out Veterans Ceme-
tery. It is in my congressional district.
And I have over the years enjoyed the
fellowship with the families and the sa-
cred spirit of what occurs. This Memo-
rial Day I will place a memorial
wreathe in Europe in honor of those
troops who have fallen. My staff will
represent me at the memorial com-
memoration. But they will also be
present and my community will be
present on Sunday as they place small
white crosses to acknowledge the num-
ber of soldiers who have now died in
Iraq.

Memorial Day is a time for the Na-
tion to come together. It is not an ac-
cusatory time. It is to recognize every-
one’s fallen life equally, with apprecia-
tion and deep gratitude.

And so, Mr. Speaker, I have risen
today to assure those families who
mourn for the recent loss, those who
are mourning of memories past, that
America remains a grateful Nation.
And on behalf of those of the 18th Con-
gressional District, to the fallen sol-
diers and those families who mourn, I
offer them my deepest and most sin-
cere debt of gratitude and sympathy.

Let this Memorial Day be a reminder
of the preciousness of life, the soldiers
who serve us, but as well the ultimate
cost that is paid in war. And let it re-
mind us that, yes, we have valiant he-
roes, but that we as a Nation should
continue to work as hard as we can to
achieve peace not only amongst us but
around the world.

May God bless those who have fallen,
God bless their families, and God bless
America.

———

O 2230

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. JONES of North Carolina ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

———

FAREWELL TO COLLEAGUES
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. HUNTER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.
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Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, we fin-
ished this defense bill today and we
have got a couple of gentlemen who are
retiring from public office. We have
two gentlemen from the Armed Serv-
ices Committee, Mr. ANDREWS and Mr.
UDpALL, who are leaving the committee
to run for the U.S. Senate, and I want
to commend them and wish them the
best. But we also have two gentlemen
who are retiring from public office, and
that is Mr. JIM SAXTON and Mr. TERRY
EVERETT. I thought it would be proper
at the end of this bill to talk about
them because they are remarkable peo-
ple.

JIMMY SAXTON is a guy who probably
has learned more about our Special Op-
erations Forces and their needs than
probably anybody else in Washington,
D.C. He is the guy who is the chairman
of the first Terrorism Subcommittee,
which oversees Special Operations,
whether it’s our SEALs, our Rangers,
our Special Forces, or others. He took
it upon himself to learn everything
that he possibly could so that he could
go back to the committee and put to-
gether a defense bill that gave them
what they needed.

JIMMY SAXTON is a guy with a great
heart. He is a lifelong friend of mine.
We have been political allies and per-
sonal friends for many, many years. If
you ask JIMMY SAXTON for a favor, he
just does it. He doesn’t ponder it, he
doesn’t have to analyze it or calculate,
he just does it. That is a wonderful
quality to have in a good friend be-
cause you can get lots of them from
them.

I have always made it a habit to ex-
ploit JIMMY SAXTON for political favors
because he is always there, ready to
help. What a dear, wonderful friend
JIMMY SAXTON is.

TERRY EVERETT, I have said this on
several occasions, but this is a guy who
is so critical to this country because he
is a guy who shuns the limelight, shuns
cameras, but works in closed rooms in
classified session is in both the Intel-
ligence Committee and the Armed
Services Committee with that cross-
pollenization of information and the
right classifications and can see the
right documents and the right informa-
tion, that he is able to put together a
coherent policy that will allow us to
protect American interests in space,
and by doing that, make sure we pro-
tect Americans who depend on space
for our military eyes and our economic
eyes.

TERRY EVERETT is going to be hard to
replace. In fact, I don’t think you can
replace him. He is also like JIM
SAXTON, a dear friend of mine. We have
been political allies and personal
friends, it seems forever, that great
guy from Alabama. I went back to see
his house one time that he built by
himself, and when I walked into his
woodworking shop, which is massive,
and he has got more machinery than
the average saw mill, I noticed there
was some blood on the floor. It was
dried blood. I said TERRY, What is that?

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

He said, Well, I almost cut my thumb
off one time and I just left that blood
there to remind myself to be safe.

Well, TERRY EVERETT is one of those
guys who’s able to do all this great
work for our country, working on
space, working on missiles, working on
missile defense, and also knowing the
personalities, the people that populate
the Pentagon and our intelligence
agencies and Capitol Hill, and being
able to weave all those people and all
that technology together in a way that
he has had such an impact on our na-
tional security.

So, like JIM SAXTON, TERRY EVERETT
is going to be a man who is irreplace-
able. Let me tell you, in my memory,
both of these great Americans are irre-
placeable for what they have done for
their country and what their personal
friendship has meant to me.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

SUNSET MEMORIAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. FRANKS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Mr. Speaker, |
stand once again before this House with yet
another Sunset Memorial.

It is May 22, 2008, in the land of the free
and the home of the brave, and before the
sun set today in America, almost 4,000 more
defenseless unborn children were killed by
abortion on demand. That’s just today, Mr.
Speaker. That's more than the number of in-
nocent lives lost on September 11 in this
country, only it happens every day.

It has now been exactly 12,904 days since
the tragedy called Roe v. Wade was first
handed down. Since then, the very foundation
of this Nation has been stained by the blood
of almost 50 million of its own children. Some
of them, Mr. Speaker, died and screamed as
they did so, but because it was amniotic fluid
passing over the vocal cords instead of air, no
one could hear them.

And all of them had at least four things in
common. First, they were each just little ba-
bies who had done nothing wrong to anyone,
and each one of them died a nameless and
lonely death. And each one of their mothers,
whether she realizes it or not, will never be
quite the same. And all the gifts that these
children might have brought to humanity are
now lost forever. Yet even in the glare of such
tragedy, this generation still clings to a blind,
invincible ignorance while history repeats itself
and our own silent genocide mercilessly anni-
hilates the most helpless of all victims, those
yet unborn.

Mr. Speaker, perhaps it's time for those of
us in this Chamber to remind ourselves of why
we are really all here. Thomas Jefferson said,
“The care of human life and its happiness and
not its destruction is the chief and only object
of good government.” The phrase in the 14th

H4825

amendment capsulizes our entire Constitution,
it says, “No State shall deprive any person of
life, liberty or property without due process of
law.” Mr. Speaker, protecting the lives of our
innocent citizens and their constitutional rights
is why we are all here.

The bedrock foundation of this Republic is
the clarion declaration of the self-evident truth
that all human beings are created equal and
endowed by their Creator with the unalienable
rights of life, liberty and the pursuit of happi-
ness. Every conflict and battle our Nation has
ever faced can be traced to our commitment
to this core, self-evident truth.

It has made us the beacon of hope for the
entire world. Mr. Speaker, it is who we are.

And yet today another day has passed, and
we in this body have failed again to honor that
foundational commitment. We have failed our
sworn oath and our God-given responsibility
as we broke faith with nearly 4,000 more inno-
cent American babies who died today without
the protection we should have given them.

Mr. Speaker, let me conclude in the hope
that perhaps someone new who heard this
Sunset Memorial tonight will finally embrace
the truth that abortion really does kill little ba-
bies; that it hurts mothers in ways that we can
never express; and that 12,904 days spent
kiling nearly 50 million unborn children in
America is enough; and that the America that
rejected human slavery and marched into Eu-
rope to arrest the Nazi Holocaust is still coura-
geous and compassionate enough to find a
better way for mothers and their unborn ba-
bies than abortion on demand.

So tonight, Mr. Speaker, may we each re-
mind ourselves that our own days in this sun-
shine of life are also numbered and that all too
soon each one of us will walk from these
Chambers for the very last time.

And if it should be that this Congress is al-
lowed to convene on yet another day to come,
may that be the day when we finally hear the
cries of innocent unborn children. May that be
the day when we find the humanity, the cour-
age, and the will to embrace together our
human and our constitutional duty to protect
these, the least of our tiny, littte American
brothers and sisters from this murderous
scourge upon our Nation called abortion on
demand.

It is May 22, 2008, 12,904 days since Roe
versus Wade first stained the foundation of
this Nation with the blood of its own children,
this in the land of the free and the home of the
brave.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. KAPTUR addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. CALVERT)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. CALVERT addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. BURGESS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.
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