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House of Representatives

The House met at 2 p.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. BUTTERFIELD).

————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
January 28, 2008.

I hereby appoint the Honorable G.K.
BUTTERFIELD to act as Speaker pro tempore
on this day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

——————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

Lord God, author of life and source of
eternal love, You have revealed Your-
self in human terms so that we may
sense Your presence and in our minds
hold onto Your commands.

Help us in Congress and as a nation
to respect one another as You respect
all and endow each human life with in-
alienable rights.

According to Your provident ways
each age is blessed with unique person-
alities and particular persons who are
given significant positions and great
responsibilities.

Because the President of the United
States of America has constitutional
duties, overwhelming demands, power-
ful decisions to make, and enormous
influence upon world history, he is al-
ways in need of our prayers.

As this Chamber and this body is
readied to welcome President George
W. Bush for his State of the Union Ad-
dress, we ask Your blessing upon him,
his Cabinet, all his advisers, and espe-
cially his family. Guide him, protect
him. Grant him health and Your saving
grace; that Your people may be united
and strengthened in truth, goodness,

and peace. This we ask calling upon
Your holy name. Amen.

————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

——
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr.
WILSON) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina led
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

MODERNIZING FOREIGN INTEL-
LIGENCE SURVEILLANCE ACT

(Mr. HOLT asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, later this
week Congress will return to the issue
of how best to modernize the Foreign
Intelligence Surveillance Act. In No-
vember in this House of Representa-
tives, we passed a very good bill. We
would do well to observe the principles
established in that bill.

Any final review of domestic surveil-
lance passed by Congress should in-
clude court review of executive branch
actions. The reason for this require-
ment is quite simple. Having a legal
standard of review provides us both
better intelligence and better civil lib-
erty protections for our people. It is
simple. It has been demonstrated that
when officials must establish before an
independent court that they know

what they are doing, that they have
reason to intercept communications,
we get better intelligence. And, of
course, that’s the point, to have the in-
telligence to protect the American peo-
ple from indiscriminate collection and
fishing expeditions. Those are not pro-
ductive.

In November, we passed a bill that
would do this, the RESTORE Act. That
bill guarantees court review of execu-
tive branch actions related to surveil-
lance activities. I would commend that
bill to this House.

———
BONUS DEPRECIATION

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to thank the bi-
partisan leadership and the White
House for including a bonus deprecia-
tion provision in the proposed eco-
nomic stimulus package.

Currently, the package we plan to
vote on tomorrow will include a 50 per-
cent bonus depreciation for the first
year for certain machinery and equip-
ment purchases. This increase in bonus
depreciation was included in the Jobs
Tax Relief Act of 2003 and contributed
to the productivity of small businesses,
a boost in job creation, and a steady
rise in the growth of the economy over
the last 5 years. This incentive for
small businesses enables them to com-
pete with foreign competitors. The best
way to weather this current economic
storm is to build on the principles that
have made our economy the envy of
the world. That means lower taxes, less
government regulation, and economic
incentives for American businesses. We
should promote the concept that the
people should keep their own money
which they know how to spend best as
explained by editor Jerry Bellune of
the Lexington County Chronicle.
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In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th.

JOBS TRAINING PROGRAM

(Mr. DAVIS of Illinois asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
know we are going to be looking at
economic stimulus packages, and we
are going to be trying to jump-start
and help our economy. It is my belief
that one way that we can do that is to
make sure that we provide a jobs train-
ing program for the 1 million young
people across the country who don’t
have any money, no job, no employ-
ment, many of them are out of school.

Let’s consider a job training program
for our young people as a part of the
economic stimulus package.

——————

UNCLE SAM’S BIG BAILOUT

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, the gloom,
doom, and depressed say the economy
is in trouble. The naysayer’s solution
is a big government bailout.

Since Uncle Sam has apparently
spent the money brought in by income
taxpayers, he will just borrow $150 bil-
lion and give it away to Americans,
many of whom don’t even pay income
tax.

The idea is that Americans will rush
out and spend the free money and that
will allegedly help the economy. But
the last time the Feds gave away
money, 75 percent of the recipients
paid off personal debt rather than go
shopping at the mall.

And where is Uncle Sam going to bor-
row $150 billion? Probably from Com-
munist China, who already owns much
of our debt. You know, the country
that sells toys to America that contain
lead.

How does borrowing billions with in-
terest expecting our kids to pay off our
debt make us better off? The big spend-
ing gimmick has all of the earmarks of
vote pandering.

No individual or country can spend
money it doesn’t have and then bliss-
fully claim economic victory.

And that’s just the way it is.

————

WORKING TOGETHER

(Mr. CARNAHAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. CARNAHAN. Mr. Speaker, to-
night we expect to hear President
Bush’s last State of the Union address
to this Congress. I hope that the recent
days working together with this Con-
gress on a bipartisan economic stim-
ulus package can be a good model for
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the rest of this year and the rest of this
President’s term.

We want to extend a hand to work
with him when we can, and this is a
good example of how we can do it. But
if we see continued roadblocks to
progress in this country, we must work
to break those roadblocks down and
continue to work restoring fiscal re-
sponsibility in our government, chang-
ing course in Iraq, preparing to address
global climate change, addressing the
military readiness crisis in this coun-
try, and restoring America’s moral
leadership in the world.

I believe we can and we must con-
tinue to work together for the great
needs of this country. I hope we can
continue to do that for the rest of this
session.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, January 24, 2008.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
January 24, 2008, at 10:08 a.m.:

That the Senate agreed to S. Con. Res. 63.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
LORRAINE C. MILLER,
Clerk of the House.

————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, January 25, 2008.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
January 25, 2008, at 9:55 a.m.:

That the Senate agreed to H. Con. Res. 282.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
LORRAINE C. MILLER,
Clerk of the House.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 4 of rule I, the following
enrolled bills were signed by the
Speaker on Thursday, January 24, 2008:

H.R. 3432, to establish the Commis-
sion on the Abolition of the Trans-
atlantic Slave Trade.

H.R. 4986, to provide for the enact-
ment of the National Defense Author-
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ization Act for Fiscal Year 2008, as pre-
viously enrolled, with certain modi-
fications to address the foreign sov-
ereign immunities provisions of title
28, United States Code, with respect to
the attachment of property in certain
judgments against Iraq, the lapse of
statutory authorities for the payment
of bonuses, special pays, and similar
benefits for members of the uniformed
services, and for other purposes.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote is objected to under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken after 5 p.m. today.

——————

FELIX SPARKS POST OFFICE
BUILDING

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 4240) to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 10799 West Alameda Avenue in
Lakewood, Colorado, as the ‘Felix
Sparks Post Office Building”’.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 4240

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. FELIX SPARKS POST OFFICE BUILD-

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 10799
West Alameda Avenue in Lakewood, Colo-
rado, shall be known and designated as the
“Felix Sparks Post Office Building”’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Felix Sparks Post Of-
fice Building”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. DAVIS) and the gentleman
from Georgia (Mr. WESTMORELAND)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield such time as he may consume to
the gentleman from Colorado (Mr.
PERLMUTTER).

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank the gentleman from Illinois.
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