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opinion against them, because the
world actually believes that we should
not torture each other’s soldiers. They
only understand not only that we have
to have some rules of engagement and
war and conduct for our POWs, but we
also understand that if you don’t want
anybody to torture your troops, that
you have to respond the same way.

So we have to hold ourselves to a
standard, a standard, by the way, that
the United States has led and been
proud to show the rest of the world and
our own good behavior through history.
The world understands that when you
receive a U.S. soldier and you torture,
you will pay a price; at least that’s
what they understood before.

Our soldiers understood that if they
were harmed when they were being
held by another nation they would pay
that price. So the change now, Con-
gressman, is what does this mean? If
we don’t have the President of the
United States, the Commander in
Chief, stand up for our troops, what
does that mean and how will other na-
tions view this? That’s my great worry.

Mr. BRALEY of Iowa. I thank you for
those insightful comments. As our
class president has stated on many oc-
casions, we are blessed in this fresh-
man class with incredible people who
have had incredible life experiences
that they bring to this body. One of my
friends and mentors on the issues that
we are talking about here today is my
friend from Pennsylvania who has
more real-world knowledge about how
these international treaties impact the
role of our military around the world
than anyone else that I personally
know.

I would like to recognize my col-
league from Pennsylvania, JOE SESTAK,
and ask him this question: When we
are trying to teach the brave men and
women who serve this country about
their role in combat and about their
role as potential POWs, what type of
message do we send them when we have
a President who has taken the action
that this President has that goes
against everything we believe and
about the role of the rule of law and its
strong force in preventing other states
or nations from terrorizing and tor-
turing our citizens?

Mr. SESTAK. I appreciate the oppor-
tunity to speak. What occurred in this
defense bill by the veto of this Presi-
dent I honestly think is almost unprec-
edented. Take Vice Admiral Stockdale,
the senior prisoner of war in North
Vietnam. When he was asked, Did you
ever think that you would return to
the United States, he said, I never lost
faith in the end of the story, that I
would prevail, that I will win at the
end and return to my home, to my
home, America.

If there is anything I learned in the
military, and as I went about the world
those 31 years in the Navy, we are re-
spected for the power of our military,
respected for the power of our econ-
omy. We are admired for the power of
our ideas.
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My wife, who worked on a project for
the office of Missing in Action/Pris-
oners of War in the office of the Sec-
retary of Defense, she speaks Russian,
and so she went to Russia to dig a bit
to see about how they were going about
their archives in Russia, looking for
records of those that we may have lost
or we are still missing, potentially,
even back to World War II, Korea, the
Korean War, Vietnam. The Russian
general said to her, Why do you care so
much in America about those you may
have lost long ago?

Here we have men and women who
wear the cloth of this Nation. They
went to war for this Nation in the first
Gulf War. They were tortured, close to
giving the ultimate sacrifice, and they
came home. Under the rule of law,
which this Nation stands for above ev-
erything else, the rule of law and its
ideals, they correctly won judgment
against the Iraqi Government that is,
as you said before, obligated for the
prior Iraqi Government’s actions. And
the President vetoed a bill, not because
it would have any harm on the recon-
struction efforts of this government,
but because they threatened this Gov-
ernment of Iraq to pull $25 billion out
of our trillions of dollars of markets in
the economy, $25 billion.

We spend close to $12 billion a month
for our war in Iraq. Two months. These
men and women gave something that’s
priceless, the opportunity that their
lives might be given in support of this
Nation. I wish this Congress had voted
to try to override that veto. I thank
you, above all else, for submitting this
bill that we will have another attempt
to right this wrong.

We are very fortunate that there are
those who recognize that great portrait
that sits across from the Secretary of
Defense’s office. And there is a young
servicemember in this picture, that is
kneeling in church with his young fam-
ily next to him. It’s very obvious he is
about to go away for another 6 months,
8-month deployment, Ileaving home
again.

Under it is this wonderful saying
from the Book of Isaiah, where God has
turned to Isaiah and says, Whom will
go for us, whom shall I send? Isaiah re-
plies, Here am I, send me. Here am I,
send me.

How we treat those who somehow
grow up in America to go and say, Here
am I, send me, how we treat them in
their adversities when they return
home I honestly think will either con-
tinue those to say, Here am I, send me,
or it may damage it. In this case it was
wrong of this President, and I thank
you so much for trying to prevail in
the end with this bill.

Mr. BRALEY of Iowa. I thank my
friend so much for those eloquent
words. It’s amazing how much we can
learn from our former enemies, the
words you shared. Why do you care so
much for those you lost long ago? I am
just going to close with two examples
from my district.

While I was home over the holiday
recess, the remains were brought back
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from North Korea of an Iowan from Bu-
chanan County who had been lost long
before I was born, and to see the touch-
ing way that his family and his friends
placed those remains in the frozen Iowa
soil is a poignant reminder of exactly
why this country cares and won’t for-
get.

The other example, which is an ac-
tual positive benefit from this defense
authorization bill is that when I was a
college student during the Iranian hos-
tage crisis, one of the best-known hos-
tages was a woman who grew up in my
district in Bremer County, Kathryn
Koob. For people like Kathryn Koob
and other Iranian hostages, there will
be an opportunity to get the compensa-
tion they deserve for what they went
through that no American should have
to put up with.

But it’s also a reflection of this ad-
ministration’s foreign policy that we
allow those claims to be pursued
against a state-sponsored terrorism act
that occurred in Iran, but we have
taken away the rights of U.S. prisoners
of war to recover compensation from
state-sponsored terror in Iraq. Maybe
that makes sense to some people, but it
just doesn’t pass the smell test in Iowa.

With that, I would like to thank all
of my colleagues, and I would also like
to recognize my friend and roommate
from Colorado, who I wasn’t aware was
with us. Mr. PERLMUTTER, we would
like to have you close us out for the re-
maining time with your thoughts on
this topic.

Mr. PERLMUTTER. 1 thank my
friend from Iowa and my friends who
have shared today because you have
talked about just fundamental values
of what makes America great, whether
they are biblical or just precepts of our
Constitution.

I am going to step back and just be a
little more businesslike about this.
These gentlemen, these servicemen and
women were tortured, harmed, beaten,
bashed, broken. They brought a claim
against Saddam Hussein and his re-
gime, and they had, that regime had
assets. Those assets were here in the
United States of America. They have a
claim against those assets.

We are not making a claim against
U.S. assets. We are not making a
claim, they are not making a claim
against the new regime’s assets, but
the old regime. Now, they have a
claim. They can’t just turn it back.
They were hurt. They were tortured.
They should be compensated. That’s
the bottom line here.

Now, if the President has chosen to
say you cannot sue the old regime, you
don’t have a claim against the old re-
gime, then there should be other com-
pensation due to these gentlemen for
the torture that they have suffered.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Ms. HARMAN (at the request of Mr.
HOYER) for January 22.



H454

Mr. Lucas of Oklahoma (at the re-
quest of Mr. BOEHNER) for today, on ac-
count of family illness.

———

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. CROWLEY) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. CROWLEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. McDErMOTT, for 5 minutes,
today.

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. CUMMINGS, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. KAPTUR, for 56 minutes, today.

Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today.

Mrs. MALONEY of New York, for 5
minutes, today.

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin, for 5 min-
utes, today.

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. ENGLISH of Pennsylvania)
to revise and extend their remarks and
include extraneous material:)

Mr. WELDON of Florida, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. PENCE, for 5 minutes, today.

(The following Member (at his own
request) to revise and extend his re-
marks and include extraneous mate-

rial:)
Mr. BURGESS, for 5 minutes, today.
——
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. BRALEY of Iowa. Madam Speak-
er, pursuant to House Concurrent Reso-
lution 279, 110th Congress, I move that
the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 6 o’clock and 28 minutes
p.m.), the House adjourned until Mon-
day, January 28, 2008, at 2 p.m.

—————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

5100. A letter from the Executive Director,
Commodity Futures Trading Commission,
transmitting the Commission’s final rule —
Exemption From Registration for Certain
Foreign Persons (RIN: 3038-AC26) received
January 15, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture.

5101. A letter from the Executive Director,
Commodity Futures Trading Commission,
transmitting the Commission’s final rule —
Rules Relating To Review of National Fu-
tures Association Decisions in Disciplinary,
Membership Denial, Registration and Mem-
ber Responsibility Actions (RIN: 3038-AC43)
received January 15, 2008, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ag-
riculture.

5102. A letter from the Executive Director,
Commodity Futures Trading Commission,
transmitting the Commission’s final rule —
Termination of Associated Persons and Prin-
cipals of Futures Commission Merchants, In-
troducing Brokers, Commodity Trading Ad-
visors, Commodity Pool Operators and Le-
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verage Transaction Merchants (RIN: 3038-
AC45) received January 15, 2008, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Agriculture.

5103. A letter from the Executive Director,
Commodity Futures Trading Commission,
transmitting the Commission’s final rule —
Maintenance of Books, Records and Reports
by Traders (RIN: 3038-AC22) received January
15, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Agriculture.

5104. A letter from the Executive Director,
Commodity Futures Trading Commission,
transmitting the Commission’s final rule —
Special Calls — received January 15, 2008,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture.

5105. A letter from the Chief Counsel,
FEMA, Department of Homeland Security,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Final Flood Elevation Determinations — re-
ceived January 15, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Financial
Services.

5106. A letter from the Chief Counsel,
FEMA, Department of Homeland Security,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Final Flood Elevation Determinations; Cor-
rection — received January 15, 2008, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Financial Services.

5107. A letter from the Chief Counsel,
FEMA, Department of Homeland Security,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Suspension of Community Eligibility [Dock-
et No. FEMA-8005] received January 15, 2008,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services.

5108. A letter from the Chief Counsel,
FEMA, Department of Homeland Security,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Final Flood Elevation Determinations — re-
ceived January 15, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Financial
Services.

5109. A letter from the General Counsel,
National Credit Union Administration,
transmitting the Administration’s final rule
— Records Preservation Program and Appen-
dices-Record Retention Guidelines; Cata-
strophic Act Preparedness Guidelines (RIN:
3133-AD24) received January 16, 2008, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Financial Services.

5110. A letter from the Assistant General
Counsel for Regulatory Services, Depart-
ment of Education, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Direct Grant Programs
[Docket ID ED-2007-OCF0-0132] (RIN: 1890-
AA15) received January 17, 2008, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Education and Labor.

5111. A letter from the Director, Bureau of
Economic Analysis, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Direct Investment Surveys; BE-11,
Annual Survey of U.S. Direct Investment
Abroad [Docket No. 07 0301041-7802-03] (RIN:
0691-AA63) received January 17, 2008, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Foreign Affairs.

5112. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
For Export Administration, Department of
Commerce, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Revisions and Technical Correc-
tions to the Export Administration Regula-
tions and the Defense Priorities and Alloca-
tions System Regulation [Docket No.
071011588-7712-02] (RIN: 0694-AE15) received
January 15, 2008, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs.

5113. A letter from the Chief Acquisition
Officer, GSA, Department of Defense, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Fed-
eral Acquisition Regulation; Federal Acqui-
sition Circular 2005-22; Small Entity Compli-
ance Guide [Docket FAR-2007-0002, Sequence
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7] received January 4, 2008, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform.

5114. A letter from the Chief, Regulations
and Publications Branch, Internal Revenue
Service, transmitting the Service’s final rule
— 26 CFR 601.201: Rulings and determination
letters. (Rev. Proc. 2008-09) received January
16, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Ways and Means.

5115. A letter from the Chief, Publications
and Regulations, Internal Revenue Service,
transmitting the Service’s final rule — Life
Insurance Reserves Proposed AG
VACARVM and Life PBR [Notice 2008-18] re-
ceived January 16, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ways and
Means.

5116. A letter from the Chief, Publications
and Regulations, Internal Revenue Service,
transmitting the Service’s final rule — Sec-
tion 42.—-Low-Income Housing Credit 26 CFR
1.42-16: Eligible basis reduced by federal
grants. (Rev. Rul. 2008-6) received January
16, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Ways and Means.

5117. A letter from the Chief, Publications
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue
Service, transmitting the Service’s final rule
— Cell Captive Insurance Arrangements: In-
surance Company Characterization and Cer-
tain Federal Tax Elections [Notice 2008-19]
received January 16, 2008, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

5118. A letter from the Chief, Publications
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue
Service, transmitting the Service’s final rule
— Section 162.—Trade or Business Expenses
26 CFR 1.162-1: Business Expenses. (Also 801,
831) (Rev. Rul. 2008-8) received January 16,
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Ways and Means.

5119. A letter from the Chief, Publications
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue
Service, transmitting the Service’s final rule
— Guidance Under Section 1502; Miscella-
neous Operating Rules for Successor Per-
sons; Succession to Items of the Liquidating
Corporation [TD 9376] (RIN: 1545-BD54) re-
ceived January 16, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ways and
Means.

———

TIME LIMITATION OF REFERRED
BILL

Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XII the
following action was taken by the
Speaker:

H.R. 2830. Referral to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce extended for a period
ending not later than January 29, 2008.

———————

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions were introduced
and severally referred, as follows:

By Mr. MANZULLO (for himself, Mr.
LIPINSKI, Mr. CANTOR, Mr. HERGER,
and Mr. FORTENBERRY):

H.R. 5101. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to accelerate the phasein of
the deduction for domestic production ac-
tivities; to the Committee on Ways and
Means.

By Mr. CALVERT (for himself and Mr.
JACKSON of Illinois):

H.R. 5102. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Transportation to establish and collect a fee
based on the fair market value of articles
imported into the United States and articles
exported from the United States in com-
merce and to use amounts collected from the
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