May 21, 2008

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
this week NBC News aired an interview
with President Bush in which it re-
moved key statements from the Presi-
dent’s response to a question about dip-
lomatic relations with Iran.

While some editing is to be expected,
in this case NBC misrepresented the
President’s response so that it ap-
peared he agreed with the premise of
the question when, in fact, he explic-
itly disputed it.

The White House says NBC’s ‘‘deceit-
ful editing”’ was intended to perpetuate
a “media-manufactured storyline”
about Iran.

The American people deserve to
know the President’s complete state-
ments on major foreign policy issues.
We rely on journalists to provide this
information through fair and impartial
reporting. The American people right-
fully expect the media to give them all
the facts, not just a slanted version.

THE GI BILL

(Mrs. BOYDA of Kansas asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. BOYDA of Kansas. Mr. Speaker,
without the 1944 GI Bill, I would not be
standing here today.

The GI Bill educated my dad after he
came home from World War II. And
today is his 86th birthday; so happy
birthday, Dad.

The GI Bill paid for his tuition, his
room, his books, some living expenses.
It paid for his college degree. It helped
him lift our family from the Depression
into the middle class, and it offered my
two brothers and me a brighter future.

Millions of Americans have stories
that are just like mine. In all of the
many ways that America shows grati-
tude to our veterans, the GI Bill has to
be one of the greatest.

I was honored last week to vote to
extend and to renew the GI Bill to the
new generation of veterans that are
coming home. The GI Bill was always
meant to be a permanent promise, a
contract with our soldiers, a bill of
rights for our veterans. And I certainly
urge the Senate and the President to
pass this bill into law as soon as pos-
sible.

Happy birthday, Dad.

———

TRIBUTE TO ARMY SPECIALIST
JEREMY R. GULLETT

(Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky. Mr. Speak-
er, today I rise to pay tribute to Army
Specialist Jeremy R. Gullett from
Greenup, Kentucky, a dedicated soldier
who lost his life on May 7, 2008, in the
Sabari District of Afghanistan. He was
assigned to the 4th Battalion, 320th
Field Artillery Regiment of the 101st
Airborne Division based out of Fort
Campbell, Kentucky.

According to his mother, Cheryl, Jer-
emy had dreamed of joining the service
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since he was 6 years old. While attend-
ing Greenup County High School, Spe-
cialist Gullett was a member of the
school’s Junior ROTC program. He
joined the Army in 2003, shortly after
graduating from high school. Jeremy
was a model citizen. Not only did he
serve our country abroad, he was also a
volunteer fireman; a loving father to
his two young daughters, Kaye and
Katie; and a dedicated husband to his
wife, Janeth.

Today, as we celebrate the life and
accomplishments of this exceptional
Kentuckian, my thoughts and prayers
are with Jeremy Gullett’s family and
friends. We are all deeply indebted to
Specialist Gullett for his service and
sacrifice.

————

DEMOCRATS CONTINUE FIGHT TO
LOWER GAS PRICES

(Mr. ALTMIRE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ALTMIRE. Mr. Speaker, with gas
prices reaching a new record high every
day, Congress took strong action last
week to bring down the price at the
pump by passing legislation to suspend
filling the Strategic Petroleum Re-
serve through the end of this year.

After initially opposing the proposal,
President Bush signed the bill into law
yvesterday. He had the power all along
to stop filling the SPR, but it took an
act of Congress to push him to take
this commonsense step, a step that
could lower gas prices by up to 24 cents
a gallon.

While the Bush administration has
allowed crude oil to rise from $25 a gal-
lon when he first took office to $130 a
gallon today, the Democratic Congress
is fighting to reduce our dependence on
foreign o0il, bring down record gas
prices, and launch a cleaner, smarter
energy future for America.

Today this House will consider legis-
lation that will retain and create hun-
dreds of thousands of green energy jobs
and encourage the use of production of
renewable energy. While President
Bush continues to call for more of the
same policies that have failed for the
past 7 years, this Democratic Congress
is working for an energy independence
plan for America.

———

MAIN STREET USA ENERGY
INDEPENDENCE SECURITY ACT

(Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina.
Mr. Speaker, I am tired of the majority
party talking about introducing a com-
monsense plan for our growing energy
crisis. Common sense or not, I'd be
happy to look at their plan if they had
one. But they don’t. They have dem-
onstrated to families who are wasting
their money on the price of gasoline
that they have failed to come up with
a plan.

I don’t want to let those families
down, Mr. Speaker, and I don’t want
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them to think that Members of Con-
gress are sitting on their hands doing
nothing that’s affecting their cost of
living. So last week I helped Congress-
man BUYER announce the Main Street
USA Energy Independence Security
Act of 2008.

This plan will help solve our national
security problem and guide us away
from being reliant on international en-
ergy sources. It will also open up do-
mestic exploration on our own soil to
find energy sources here at home.

The best thing about the Main Street
Energy Act is that it is a plan. And
let’s put the plan to work now.

———
GAS PRICES

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, the phones in my office have
been ringing off the hook. Constituents
are hopping mad about the sky-
rocketing price of gasoline.

In Dallas in just the last month, the
price for a gallon of gas has jumped 30
cents. And that’s in Texas, where we
drill and explore on land and along the
coast.

It’s about time for the Congress to
take action. In fact, it’s past time.

Two-thirds of the oil we use comes
from foreign countries. We have oil and
gas in the United States, but we have
to be willing to move forward with ex-
ploration. Congress should allow explo-
ration in Alaska, along the eastern sea-
board, the west coast, and allow more
refineries to be built.

The answer to rising gas prices is
right here in America. We have the
technology. We have the resources. The
time is now. Democrats in Congress
need to step aside and let the ingenuity
of Americans solve this problem today.

——

IN SUPPORT OF THE LOW INCOME
HOME ENERGY ASSISTANCE PRO-
GRAM

(Mr. YARMUTH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
in strong support of the Low Income
Home Energy Assistance Program.

LIHEAP, which provides crucial
heating and cooling assistance to mil-
lions of hardworking, low-income fami-
lies all across America, grows more im-
portant as fuel prices continue to sky-
rocket and we head toward another hot
summer. Already families who qualify
for LIHEAP spend, on average, a fifth
of their income on energy costs. For
hundreds of thousands of Americans,
that figure will continue to rise until
the electricity is simply shut off.

Still, rather than rising to the occa-
sion, this government has backed away
from our responsibilities to those fami-
lies. Even as prices soar and LIHEAP
applicants have increased by 20 per-
cent, the average LIHEAP grant has
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dropped by 20 percent, leaving millions
without the full assistance to which
they are entitled and millions more
without any help at all.

In my hometown of Louisville, I hear
from people who work hard every day
with less to show for it. Seniors, who
deserve to live out their golden years
comfortably, now face the choice of
paying for medicine, food, or energy.

I urge my colleagues to join me in
supporting full funding for this crucial
program so that millions of LIHEAP-
qualifying Americans won’t be left
alone to face potentially life-threat-
ening heat this summer.

————
ARMENIAN REMEMBRANCE DAY

(Mr. LAMBORN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to commemorate Armenian Remem-
brance Day and remember the 1.5 mil-
lion Armenians annihilated during the
final years of the Ottoman Empire, to
recognize the 60th anniversary of the
Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, and to reflect on the con-
tinuing violence in places like Darfur,
Kenya, and Zimbabwe.

In addition to the genocide of Arme-
nians, the 20th Century bore witness to
the loss of 6 million Jews and 400,000
other persons deemed ‘‘nondesirable”
by the Nazis and the modern-day hor-
rors in Cambodia and Rwanda. Unfor-
tunately, and all too often, we have not
learned from past genocides. A vicious
circle of noninvolvement and noninter-
ference continues.

Today I wish to recall the past in
order to bring about hope for a bright-
er, more peaceful future and reconcili-
ation of the people of Armenia and
Turkey. Only through a thorough ex-
amination of history and open ac-
knowledgment of the past will the
plight of the Armenians be fully under-
stood.

And as we continue confronting
atrocities taking place today and seek
to prevent them from occurring in the
future, we must also be resolute in ac-
knowledging genocides of the past.

————

THANKING REPUBLICANS FOR
SUPPORTING THE NO OIL PRO-
DUCING AND EXPORTING CAR-
TELS ACT OF 2008

(Mr. KAGEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KAGEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to thank my colleagues on the
Republican side of the aisle and in par-
ticular Representatives RYAN, SENSEN-
BRENNER, and PETRI from Wisconsin for
joining me in passing this bill yester-
day. It’s called the ‘“No Oil Producing
and Exporting Cartels Act of 2008.”

For 7 years the Cheney and Bush ad-
ministration has done nothing, nothing
at all to break up the oil cartels over-
seas. They have done nothing to reduce

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

the cost of our gasoline at the pump.
And wherever I have been in Wisconsin,
from Green Bay to Appleton, from
Marinette to Minocqua, and every-
where I go in northeast Wisconsin, peo-
ple are saying, ‘‘Kagen, there are two
things you can do to put more money
in my pocket: Cut the cost of gasoline
and reduce our health care costs.” And
this bill, voted on and supported by 103
Republicans in a bipartisan manner,
will help to do just that. It will make
it illegal for anyone to conspire to
raise our price of gasoline.

Thank you, thank you, my Repub-
licans, for supporting me in this act.

0 1030
EXPAND OIL PRODUCTION

(Mr. McCRERY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. McCRERY. Mr. Speaker, I was
driving my 14-year-old son to school
this morning, listening to the radio,
and it mentioned that the price of oil
had increased to over $130 a barrel. My
son said, Dad, why don’t we just tell
OPEC to produce more 0il? I thought
about it and I said, Well, son, as a mat-
ter of fact, President Bush was over in
Saudi Arabia the other day and asked
if Saudi Arabia would increase its out-
put.

But I suspect that the leaders of
OPEC might turn that question around
on the United States and say, Why
doesn’t the United States increase its
output of 0il?

The answer 1is Democrats have
blocked every commonsense effort to
expand production in this country for
years now, and it’s time for that oppo-
sition to stop and face reality. We need
a balanced energy program in this
country, one that recognizes that for
the immediate future we are going to
need oil and gas, and, yes, we need to
develop alternative fuel sources as
well. But you can’t do just one. You
have to do both.

————
CYBERBULLYING

(Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to ad-
dress a growing national trend,
cyberbullying.

Many of us know of the dangers our
kids already face online: predators,
fraud, and sexually explicit material.
Now children are also facing online
bullying. When a young person is ridi-
culed or threatened online, it can have
severe and even tragic effects.

A perfect case in point is Megan
Meier, a St. Louis teenager who made
friends with a young man named Josh
online. The friendship soon deterio-
rated, with Josh telling Megan, ‘‘The
world would be better off without
you.” Megan Meier committed suicide.

Six weeks after Megan’s death came
the horrifying news that Josh was ac-
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tually just an alias created by the
mother of one of Megan’s former
friends. At the time of Megan’s death,
cyberbullying was not considered a
crime. The adult responsible for the
hoax went unpunished. Recently, Fed-
eral charges were filed, but the pros-
ecutor had to be creative because Fed-
eral law is inadequate. That is wrong.

Congress must act soon to send a
clear message: Online actions have off-
line consequences.

———————

WAR FUNDING BILLS SHOULD BE
ABOUT WAR FUNDING

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PENCE. I think war funding bills
ought to be about war funding. Last
week, the Democrat Congress tried and
failed to pass an Iraq funding bill by
piling billions of dollars in unrelated
domestic spending and higher taxes on
the backs of our soldiers. But because
House Republicans took a stand, the
American people could plainly see that
the majority of the majority is willing
to cut off funding to our soldiers, even
when they are in harm’s way.

With Memorial Day just around the
corner, this Congress should stop play-
ing politics with funding for our
troops. We should pass a clean Iraq
funding bill, legislation authored by
Representative JERRY LEWIS of Cali-
fornia, and we should pass it this week.
As we prepare to remember the heroes
of conflicts past, let’s make sure that
today’s heroes have the resources they
need to get the job done and come
home safe.

——————

DEMOCRATS PUT TROOPS AND
VETERANS FIRST WITH NEW GI
BILL

(Mr. ARCURI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ARCURI. Mr. Speaker, last week,
Congress, with strong Democratic sup-
port, passed the new GI Bill, which pro-
vides all veterans of the Iraq and Af-
ghanistan wars the promise of a full 4-
year college scholarship. The bill
makes veterans a part of the American
economic recovery.

The original GI Bill in 1944 allowed
millions of families to achieve the
American Dream. It also set our econ-
omy on the right course after World
War II. For every dollar spent on the
GI Bill, $7 were returned to the econ-
omy. A similar economic spark is need-
ed today. You would think that the
new GI Bill would gain the support of
President Bush. But he opposes it. Un-
fortunately, the vast majority of House
Republicans opposed the bill when it
was on the floor last week. We must
make sure that the brave men and
women that we are sending off to bat-
tle have everything they need and de-
serve when they return home.
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