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maintain this program at the elementary level, 
and this year marks the first time it has 
enough funding to reach high school students. 
It has been and will continue to be a priority 
of mine to ensure that the federal commitment 
to education matches what we ask of school 
districts. 

While we designate one week to honor our 
school counselors, let us pledge to help them 
the rest of the year with the resources they 
need—and deserve. 

Mr. HONDA. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in support of H. Res. 932. 

This resolution signifies Congress’s appre-
ciation for the critical work school counselors 
do to provide students and their families with 
guidance and support, both academic and 
emotional, toward obtaining a higher education 
and entrance into the workforce. 

In his 2008 budget, President Bush pro-
posed eliminating federal support for elemen-
tary and secondary school counselors. Under 
Democratic leadership, the President’s pro-
posal was wisely rejected and this Congress 
provided nearly $14 million of additional sup-
port to school counseling programs, for a total 
of over $48 million. I am proud of this accom-
plishment, but feel there is still more to be 
done to meet the needs of our children. 

In California, eight in nine high school stu-
dents attend a school with fewer counselors 
than the national average. This makes Cali-
fornia the State with the highest counselor to 
student ratio in the Nation; over two times the 
School Counseling Association’s suggested 
ratio. Students attending intensely segregated 
minority schools are most likely to attend 
schools with fewer counselors than the na-
tional average. Addressing the school coun-
selor deficit is a critical component of closing 
the achievement gap that plagues our Nation. 

As we reflect on the vital role counselors 
play in the lives of our children, we should re-
member that investing in our schools is an in-
vestment in our future; it is the best invest-
ment our country can make. 

School counselors create pathways to suc-
cess and H. Res. 932 will ensure our Nation 
comes together this February to recognize 
their vital contributions. 

Mr. EHLERS. Madam Speaker, I rise in sup-
port of House Resolution 932 to express sup-
port for school counselors and the designation 
of the week of February 4 through 8, 2008, as 
‘‘National School Counseling Week.’’ 

I thank Representative LINDA SÁNCHEZ for 
introducing this timely resolution and for allow-
ing me to collaborate with her on it. I also 
thank the many Members of Congress that de-
cided to cosponsor this resolution, especially 
Chairman MILLER and Ranking Republican 
MCKEON. 

School counselors are instrumental in help-
ing our students face daily challenges. They 
help develop well-rounded students by guiding 
them through their academic, personal, social, 
and career development. 

School counselors also play a vital role in 
ensuring that students are prepared for their 
future. They may encourage students to pur-
sue challenging academic courses to prepare 
them for college majors and careers in 
science, technology, engineering, and mathe-
matics fields. 

I certainly recognize that school counselors 
contribute to the success of students in our 
schools, and I encourage all Members to join 
me in supporting this resolution. 

Ms. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Madam Speaker, I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from California (Ms. 
LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ) that the House sus-
pend the rules and agree to the resolu-
tion, H. Res. 932. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

NATIONAL STALKING AWARENESS 
MONTH 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and agree to the resolution (H. Res. 
852) raising awareness and encouraging 
prevention of stalking by establishing 
January 2008 as ‘‘National Stalking 
Awareness Month,’’ as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 852 

Whereas an estimated 1,006,970 women and 
370,990 men are stalked annually in the 
United States and, in the majority of such 
cases, the person is stalked by someone who 
is not a stranger; 

Whereas 81 percent of women, who are 
stalked by an intimate partner, are also 
physically assaulted by that partner, and 76 
percent of women, who are killed by an inti-
mate partner, were also stalked by that inti-
mate partner; 

Whereas 74.2 percent of stalking victims 
reported that the stalking partner interfered 
with their employment, 26 percent of stalk-
ing victims lose time from work as a result 
of their victimization, and 7 percent never 
return to work; 

Whereas stalking victims are forced to 
take drastic measures to protect themselves, 
such as relocating, changing their addresses, 
changing their identities, changing jobs, and 
obtaining protection orders; 

Whereas stalking is a crime that cuts 
across race, culture, gender, age, sexual ori-
entation, physical and mental ability, and 
economic status; 

Whereas stalking is a crime under Federal 
law and under the laws of all 50 States and 
the District of Columbia; 

Whereas rapid advancements in technology 
have made cyber-surveillance the new fron-
tier in stalking; 

Whereas there are national organizations, 
local victim service organizations, prosecu-
tors’ offices, and police departments that 
stand ready to assist stalking victims and 
who are working diligently to craft com-
petent, thorough, and innovative responses 
to stalking; 

Whereas there is a need to enhance the 
criminal justice system’s response to stalk-
ing and stalking victims, including aggres-
sive investigation and prosecution; and 

Whereas the House of Representatives 
urges the establishment of January 2008 as 
National Stalking Awareness Month: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That— 
(1) it is the sense of the House of Rep-

resentatives that— 
(A) National Stalking Awareness Month 

provides an opportunity to educate the peo-
ple of the United States about stalking; 

(B) all Americans should applaud the ef-
forts of the many victim service providers, 
police, prosecutors, national and community 
organizations, and private sector supporters 
for their efforts in promoting awareness 
about stalking; and 

(C) policymakers, criminal justice offi-
cials, victim service and human service 
agencies, nonprofits, and others should rec-
ognize the need to increase awareness of 
stalking and the availability of services for 
stalking victims; and 

(2) the House of Representatives urges na-
tional and community organizations, busi-
nesses in the private sector, and the media 
to promote awareness of the crime of stalk-
ing through National Stalking Awareness 
Month. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. SCOTT) and the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. SMITH) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Virginia. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members have 5 legislative days to 
revise and extend their remarks and to 
include extraneous material on the bill 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam 

Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Madam Speaker, today I rise in sup-
port of H. Res. 852, joining the strong 
bipartisan effort to raise awareness in 
the toll that stalking takes on our so-
ciety. Every year, stalking affects ap-
proximately 1.4 million Americans of 
both genders, all races, ages, sexual 
orientation, disabilities, and economic 
status. 

The consequences of stalking are se-
rious. Stalking can paralyze the victim 
with fear, which is well founded, be-
cause stalking often leads to physical 
attacks from the victim. Indeed, the 
overwhelming majority of States, the 
District of Columbia, and the Federal 
Government not only recognize stalk-
ing as a crime, but categorize it as a 
felony. 

Stalkers cause their victims severe 
emotional distress, including anxiety, 
insomnia, social dysfunction and de-
pression, all of which can affect all as-
pects on a person’s life, including fam-
ily, social activities and work. In fact, 
the emotional distress is so disabling 
that 11 percent of stalking victims 
have been forced to relocate their 
homes, 30 percent report seeking psy-
chological counseling, and 74 percent 
report being stalked in a way that 
interferes with their employment. 

Of course, the ultimate threat of 
stalking is to the victim’s very life. 

Over 75 percent of women murdered 
by an intimate partner had been 
stalked by that partner, and 54 percent 
of female murder victims had reported 
being stalked to police before being 
killed by their stalkers. With the rapid 
advancements in technology, stalkers 
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have ever-increasing access to personal 
information of their victims, raising 
their victims’ vulnerability to an all- 
time high. 

For these reasons, I urge my col-
leagues to join me in supporting H. 
Res. 852 and recognizing January 2008 
as National Stalking Awareness 
Month. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Madam Speaker, I support House 
Resolution 852 and commend the spon-
sor of this legislation, my friend and 
Texas colleague, Representative TED 
POE, for his dedication and commit-
ment to this issue. 

The goal of this resolution is to raise 
awareness and encourage prevention of 
stalking by establishing January 2008 
as National Stalking Awareness 
Month. 

Stalking, conduct intended to instill 
fear in a victim, is a crime that occurs 
in every State in our Nation. Stalkers 
pursue and harass victims and, in some 
cases, use the Internet to cyberstalk 
victims. Cyberstalkers can systemati-
cally flood their target’s e-mail inbox 
with obscene, hateful, or threatening 
messages. 

Cyberstalkers may also assume the 
identity of their victim and post infor-
mation, fictitious or not, to solicit un-
wanted responses from others. Al-
though cyberstalking does not involve 
physical contact with the victim, it is 
still a serious crime. The widespread 
use of the Internet and the ease with 
which hackers can find personal infor-
mation has made this form of stalking 
more accessible. 

According to the National Center for 
Victims of Crime, over 1 million 
women and almost 400,000 men are 
stalked each year in the United States. 
In fact, most victims, 77 percent of 
women and 64 percent of men, know 
their stalkers. These statistics are a 
jarring reminder of the scope and seri-
ousness of this crime. 

By establishing January 2008 as Na-
tional Stalking Awareness Month, Con-
gress educates Americans about stalk-
ing, recognizes and applauds law en-
forcement officials and victim service 
providers for their efforts to combat 
stalking, and increases awareness of 
services available to stalking victims. 

Madam Speaker, I urge colleagues to 
support this bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam 
Speaker, I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, I recognize my colleague and friend 
from Texas, the author of this resolu-
tion, Mr. POE. 

Mr. POE. I want to thank the gen-
tleman from Texas for yielding. 

Madam Speaker, as the sponsor of 
the 2008 National Stalking Awareness 
Month resolution, I hope this resolu-
tion serves as a unifying force for com-

munity leaders, policymakers, victim 
service providers, and able to educate 
Americans on the serious dangers of 
stalking. It is a crime that annually af-
fects more than 1 million women and 
over 400,000 men in our country. 

As the cochairman and founder of the 
Congressional Victims Rights Caucus, 
and my experience as a prosecutor and 
a judge, I had met with countless vic-
tims and victim service providers 
about the dangers of stalking. 

Unfortunately, stalking is not an iso-
lated occurrence. Two-thirds of the 
stalkers pursue their victims at least 
once a week, sometimes daily. Victims 
often feel that there is no safe place for 
them to go, no safe place to hide, not 
even in their homes. Stalking forces 
victims to relocate, lose their jobs, and 
cycle into severe depression and anx-
iety. Some victims live in quiet, des-
perate lives of fear. 

With today’s advanced technology, 
protecting Americans from stalking is 
even more challenging. Stalkers have a 
wide range of technologies to pursue on 
their victims. They use cell phones. 
They use fax machines, computer 
spyware, and GPS systems all to track 
the victim. The Internet now serves 
cyberstalkers looking for a place to 
threaten and harass. Even pedophiles 
on the prowl use cyberstalking for 
their next victim. 

Stalking rates are on the rise be-
cause of the new technologies in the 
Internet. Stalking has only been 
criminalized in our country for 28 
years. California was the first State to 
make stalking a crime. Like domestic 
violence, stalking is about power, in-
timidation, and control over the vic-
tim. 

While stalking is now a crime in 
every State and the District of Colum-
bia and the Federal Government, stalk-
ing often leads to other crimes, includ-
ing physical assault, sexual assault, 
and murder. Stalking laws are basic to 
the individual right to be left alone and 
the right of privacy. 

The best way to attack the threat of 
stalking is through law enforcement 
and education. 

I encourage victim service providers, 
law enforcement, prosecutors, and 
community leaders to promote aware-
ness of stalking, and I thank them for 
their efforts in making life better for 
victims. 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, I yield 4 minutes to my friend from 
California (Mr. ROYCE) who is the origi-
nal author of the Interstate Stalking 
Punishment and Prevention Act. 

Mr. ROYCE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
in support of this resolution. I was the 
author of both the California law that 
first criminalized the act of stalking, 
first made it a felony, and then the 
Federal law some years later in 1996, 
which proceeded to do the same thing. 

I thought I would share with the 
Members here some of the experiences 
of some of the victims that have gone 
through this particularly hellish night-
mare of stalking. The case that I think 

carried the day in California in the 
State legislature was that of Kathleen 
Gallagher Baty, who was our witness, 
and she came back here and testified as 
well on behalf of this legislation. 

Kathleen had been on the track 
team, I think it was UCLA at the time. 
She did not even know her stalker, but 
he became obsessed with this young 
woman. Throughout college, through-
out her career, he managed to stalk 
and attempt to apprehend her. Time 
after time, there was nothing law en-
forcement could do except to really 
say, well, until he catches you, our 
hands are tied. 

We had one period of time in 6 weeks 
when four different young women, all 
known to law enforcement, all believed 
to be in danger in Orange County, Cali-
fornia, were all killed. In law enforce-
ment, one of the officers told me, The 
worst thing for me personally that I 
have ever had to do with this job was 
to convey to her that our hands were 
tied until she was attacked. 

He said, As a matter of fact, I was 
waiting to try to apprehend her stalker 
in the act of the attack, but, unfortu-
nately, he killed her first, and then he 
killed himself when I tried to appre-
hend him. 

Well, with Kathleen Gallagher’s case, 
this finally ended. I had gotten a note 
from her father about what she had 
been through in her life. This finally 
ended on a porch in which he held her 
at knifepoint until she finally managed 
to get away. But because he hadn’t 
drug her more than 800 feet, it was not 
an act of him trying to kidnap her 
under the law. 

So looking at what had to be done, 
clearly, we had to take the action of 
stalking, define it as a crime in and of 
itself so that law enforcement could 
then intervene in these cases and tell a 
young man, Listen, these acts of 
threatening to kill your victim, telling 
her, if you can’t have her, nobody can, 
threatening her in this way is now a 
felony. 

That’s what we did in California. 
Many other States picked this up. In 
1996, I introduced the Interstate Stalk-
ing Punishment and Prevention Act 
here in Congress. We were able to get it 
through the House and the Senate, and 
it was signed by the President. 

But what I wanted to share with the 
Members is that we have talked a little 
bit today about the 1.4 million victims 
every year. But this act is now law in 
countries, in Europe; it’s now law in 
Japan. My office has been contacted 
over the years by many, many govern-
ments overseas, many legislators, par-
liamentarians who have said, We have 
this same phenomenon in our own 
country. If we gave law enforcement 
this ability to intercede in advance, we 
could protect the lives of many, many 
victims. 

So I just wanted to share with the 
Members here a little bit of the history 
of the act. I would like to take this op-
portunity also to recognize Colleen 
Campbell, along with some of the other 
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Orange County victims’ rights groups 
that worked over the years to get vic-
tims the rights they deserve. They 
worked on this particular act and also 
on proposition 115 out in California, 
the Crime Victims/Speedy Trial Initia-
tive, which I cochaired and which was 
passed overwhelmingly by the voters in 
our State. 

One of my hopes is that we can follow 
this up with Federal law at some point 
in time that does more than just put it 
in statute but that puts into the Con-
stitution some of these basic rights. 

But, in the meantime, the fact that 
we are establishing January as Na-
tional Stalking Awareness Month gives 
us the opportunity to get the word out 
to young people, to those who are vic-
tims of obsessed stalkers, that there is 
a place they can turn to for help, and 
to remind law enforcement, and I wish 
we did more to train law enforcement 
in this particular area because I think 
there is a lot they can do to intercede, 
but to remind them of the ability to 
step in and remind those young, ob-
sessed people who are threatening the 
life of someone, threatening someone 
with bodily harm, this is now a felony 
in the United States of America and 
you can serve 5 years in a Federal peni-
tentiary. 

b 1430 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam 
Speaker, I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, I yield 3 minutes to the gentleman 
from Ohio (Mr. CHABOT) who is a senior 
distinguished member of the Judiciary 
Committee. 

Mr. CHABOT. Madam Speaker, I rise 
in support of H. Res. 852, a resolution 
which establishes January 2008 as Na-
tional Stalking Awareness Month. And 
I thank the gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
POE) for his leadership on this issue. I 
also thank the ranking member, the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. SMITH) for 
his leadership, as well as the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. SCOTT). 

Last year, 2007 represented the first 
national effort to recognize January as 
National Stalking Awareness Month. I 
would encourage all of my colleagues 
to continue their support for this reso-
lution since stalking is much more 
dangerous than many people believe it 
is. 

Unlike the glamorized stalking 
scenes depicted in some Hollywood 
movies, in reality stalking is dan-
gerous and considered a criminal act in 
all 50 States and in the District of Co-
lumbia and by the Federal Govern-
ment. More than 1.4 million Americans 
are victims of stalkers in this country 
every year. Stalking victims are both 
men and women from all socio-
economic backgrounds, and they are 
often stalked by intimate partners. 

Additional statistics released by the 
National Center for Victims of Crime 
are even more disturbing. These statis-
tics reveal that 81 percent of female 
stalking victims are also physically as-

saulted. One out of every five stalking 
cases involves the use of a weapon, and 
one-third of stalkers are repeat offend-
ers. They have done it before. 

These statistics indicate that stalk-
ing is not as harmless as some would 
lead us to believe in the movies or on 
television shows. We must continue to 
bring attention to the dangers stalkers 
pose in our communities and the serv-
ices and the resources available to re-
spond and address this criminal activ-
ity. Passage of H. Res. 852 is an impor-
tant step in accomplishing this goal. 

I thank the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. POE) and the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. SMITH) and the gentleman 
from Virginia (Mr. SCOTT) for their 
leadership on this issue. I encourage 
my colleagues to support this resolu-
tion. 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, I have no other speakers, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam 
Speaker, I thank my colleagues for 
their leadership on this issue and I 
urge the House to support this impor-
tant legislation. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
SCOTT) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 852, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

MENTALLY ILL OFFENDER TREAT-
MENT AND CRIME REDUCTION 
REAUTHORIZATION AND IM-
PROVEMENT ACT OF 2008 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the bill (H.R. 3992) to amend 
title I of the Omnibus Crime Control 
and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to provide 
grants for the improved mental health 
treatment and services provided to of-
fenders with mental illnesses, and for 
other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3992 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 
the ‘‘Mentally Ill Offender Treatment and 
Crime Reduction Reauthorization and Im-
provement Act of 2008’’. 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows: 

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents. 
Sec. 2. Findings. 
Sec. 3. Reauthorization of the Adult and Ju-

venile Collaboration Program 
Grants. 

Sec. 4. Law enforcement response to men-
tally ill offenders improvement 
grants. 

Sec. 5. Effective treatment of female offend-
ers with mental illnesses. 

Sec. 6. Grants to expand capabilities and ef-
fectiveness of correctional 
agency identification and treat-
ment plans for mentally ill of-
fenders. 

Sec. 7. Statewide planning grants to im-
prove treatment of mentally ill 
offenders. 

Sec. 8. Improving the mental health courts 
grant program. 

Sec. 9. Study and report on prevalence of 
mentally ill offenders. 

SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 
Congress finds the following: 
(1) Communities nationwide are struggling 

to respond to the high numbers of people 
with mental illnesses involved at all points 
in the criminal justice system. 

(2) A 1999 study by the Department of Jus-
tice estimated that 16 percent of people in-
carcerated in prisons and jails in the United 
States, which is more than 300,000 people, 
suffer from mental illnesses. 

(3) Rates of mental illness among women 
in jail are almost twice that of men. 

(4) Los Angeles County Jail and New 
York’s Rikers Island jail complex hold more 
people with mental illnesses than the largest 
psychiatric inpatient facilities in the United 
States. 

(5) State prisoners with a mental health 
problem are twice as likely as those without 
a mental health problem to have been home-
less in the year before their arrest. 

(6) Reentry planning for inmates with men-
tal illnesses is the least frequently endorsed 
mental health service by jail administrators. 
SEC. 3. REAUTHORIZATION OF THE ADULT AND 

JUVENILE COLLABORATION PRO-
GRAM GRANTS. 

(a) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS 
THROUGH 2014.—Section 2991(h) of title I of 
the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets 
Act of 1968 is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘and’’; 
(2) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘for fiscal 

years 2006 through 2009.’’ and inserting ‘‘for 
each of the fiscal years 2006 through 2007; 
and’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following new 
paragraph: 

‘‘(3) $75,000,000 for each of the fiscal years 
2008 through 2014.’’. 

(b) ALLOCATION OF FUNDING FOR ADMINIS-
TRATIVE PURPOSES.—Section 2991(h) of such 
title is further amended— 

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (1), (2), and 
(3) (as added by subsection (a)(3)) as subpara-
graphs (A), (B), and (C), respectively; 

(2) by striking ‘‘There are authorized’’ and 
inserting ‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—There are au-
thorized’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following new 
paragraph: 

‘‘(2) ALLOCATION OF FUNDING FOR ADMINIS-
TRATIVE PURPOSES.—For fiscal year 2008 and 
each subsequent fiscal year, of the amounts 
authorized under paragraph (1) for such fis-
cal year, the Attorney General may obligate 
not more than 3 percent for the administra-
tive expenses of the Attorney General in car-
rying out this section for such fiscal year.’’. 

(c) NO MINIMUM ALLOCATION.—Section 2991 
of such title is further amended by striking 
subsection (g) and redesignating subsection 
(h) as subsection (g). 

(d) ADDITIONAL APPLICATIONS RECEIVING 
PRIORITY.—Subsection (c) of such section is 
amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(c) PRIORITY.—The Attorney General, in 
awarding funds under this section, shall give 
priority to applications that— 

‘‘(1) promote effective strategies by law en-
forcement to identify and to reduce risk of 
harm to mentally ill offenders and public 
safety; 
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