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stronger commitment to improving maternal 
health. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I 
have no further requests for time, and 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Illinois (Ms. 
SCHAKOWSKY) that the House suspend 
the rules and agree to the resolution, 
H. Res. 1022, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. 
Speaker, I object to the vote on the 
ground that a quorum is not present 
and make the point of order that a 
quorum is not present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

NATIONAL OSTEOPOROSIS AWARE-
NESS AND PREVENTION MONTH 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution (H. Res. 369) supporting 
the goals and ideals of National 
Osteoporosis Awareness and Preven-
tion Month, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 369 

Whereas osteoporosis, a disease character-
ized by low bone mass, structural deteriora-
tion of bone, and increased susceptibility to 
fractures, is a public health threat for an es-
timated 44 million Americans; 

Whereas in the United States, 10 million 
individuals already have the disease and al-
most 34 million more are estimated to have 
low bone mass, placing them at increased 
risk for osteoporosis; 

Whereas one in two women and one in four 
men over age 50 will have an osteoporosis-re-
lated fracture in her or his remaining life-
time; 

Whereas building strong bones during 
childhood and adolescence can be the best 
defense against developing osteoporosis 
later; 

Whereas osteoporosis is often thought of as 
an older person’s disease, but bone health is 
a concern for any age; 

Whereas substantial risk has been reported 
in people of all ethnic backgrounds; 

Whereas although osteoporosis often has 
no symptoms in its early stages, a bone min-
eral density test can be used to assess frac-
ture risk and to establish the diagnosis and 
severity of the disease in people at risk be-
fore they start fracturing their bones; 

Whereas in 2005 osteoporosis was respon-
sible for an estimated 2 million fractures and 
$19 billion in costs; 

Whereas the Surgeon General believes that 
bone health is critically important to the 
overall health and quality of the life of 
Americans; that it is in jeopardy and will 
only get worse if left unchecked; and that 
great improvements in the bone health sta-

tus of Americans can be made by applying 
what is already known about early preven-
tion, assessment, diagnosis, and treatment; 

Whereas optimum bone health and preven-
tion of osteoporosis can be maximized by a 
balanced diet rich in calcium and vitamin D; 
weight-bearing exercise; and a healthy life-
style with no smoking or excessive alcohol 
intake; and 

Whereas May 2008 would be an appropriate 
month to observe National Osteoporosis 
Awareness and Prevention Month: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives supports the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Osteoporosis Awareness and Preven-
tion Month and urges the people of the 
United States to observe appropriate pro-
grams and activities with respect to 
osteoporosis, including talking with their 
health care professionals about their bone 
health. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Illinois (Ms. SCHAKOWSKY) and the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. SMITH) 
will each control 20 minutes. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. I ask unanimous 

consent that all Members may have 5 
legislative days to revise and extend 
their remarks and include extraneous 
material on the resolution under con-
sideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I rise today in support of House Reso-
lution 369, supporting the goals and 
ideals of National Osteoporosis Aware-
ness and Prevention Month. As a co-
sponsor of this resolution, I’m proud to 
offer my support for designating May 
2008 as National Osteoporosis Aware-
ness and Prevention Month. 

Osteoporosis is a disease character-
ized by low bone mass, structural dete-
rioration of bone, and increased suscep-
tibility to fractures. Osteoporosis is a 
leading cause of fractures, which is of 
special concern to the aging as it takes 
longer for older bones to heal than 
younger Americans. In 2005 alone, 
osteoporosis was responsible for an es-
timated 2 million fractures. 

While osteoporosis is rightly associ-
ated with aging, bone health is a con-
cern for people of all ages. In this spir-
it, House Resolution 369 urges everyone 
to observe appropriate activities with 
regard to osteoporosis and to talk with 
health care professionals about bone 
health. 

I want to thank my colleague, Con-
gresswoman SHELLEY BERKLEY, for her 
leadership in bringing this resolution 
to the floor today. I urge my colleagues 
on both sides of the aisle to join me in 
support of its adoption. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. 

Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of House Resolution 369, recognizing 
May as National Osteoporosis Aware-
ness and Prevention Month. 

Osteoporosis is often thought of as an 
older person’s disease, but building 
strong bones during childhood and ado-
lescence can be the best defense. A 
healthy lifestyle can lower the chances 
of having osteoporosis by maintaining 
a balanced diet rich in calcium and vi-
tamin D. It is important that Ameri-
cans monitor their bone health to en-
sure that they are not one of the 1.5 
million victims of fractures that occur 
annually. 

Given its influence on the risk of fra-
gility, fracture, osteoporosis may sig-
nificantly affect the quality of life for 
those who do not know about early pre-
vention, assessment, diagnoses, and 
treatment. 

I would especially like to thank the 
author of the resolution, Ms. SHELLEY 
BERKLEY of Nevada, for raising public 
awareness of osteoporosis. I encourage 
all of my colleagues to vote in favor of 
the resolution. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I 

am pleased to yield such time as she 
may consume to the sponsor of this 
resolution and someone who has been a 
great leader in bringing attention to 
the disease of osteoporosis, the 
gentlelady from Nevada, SHELLEY 
BERKLEY. 

Ms. BERKLEY. Mr. Speaker, I want 
to especially single out Chairwoman 
SCHAKOWSKY for her concern and her 
leadership on this issue. 

I rise today in support of recognizing 
May as National Osteoporosis Aware-
ness and Prevention Month. 
Osteoporosis and low bone density af-
fect more than 44 million Americans 
over the age of 50. Many are unaware of 
their risks for osteoporosis and there-
fore never take the steps that are nec-
essary and relatively easy to prevent 
this disease. 

Like many Americans, I had no idea 
that I was at risk for developing 
osteoporosis. When I was running for 
Congress in 1998, I was first diagnosed 
with this disease. Fortunately, since I 
received a proper diagnosis, within 10 
months of receiving the diagnosis and 
getting the proper treatment, I was 
able to stop my bone density loss and 
my bones actually began to strengthen 
again. 

Now, it became very apparent to us 
once I was diagnosed that my two 
grandmothers more than likely had 
osteoporosis. As they aged, they be-
came more bent over and they started 
breaking bones, but we just thought 
that was part of old age and we never 
imagined, because in those days you 
didn’t get tested for that sort of thing, 
that they both probably suffered from 
osteoporosis as well. 

Because of my personal experience 
with osteoporosis, I’m committed to 
ensuring that Americans are aware of 
the importance of strong bones so they 
can reduce their chances of developing 
the disease, and that’s why I have in-
troduced House Resolution 369, the 
Osteoporosis Awareness and Preven-
tion Act. Among the resolution’s goals 
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is to bring attention to the importance 
of building strong bones during child-
hood and adolescence. Up to 90 percent 
of peak bone mass or optimum bone 
strength is acquired by age 18 in girls 
and age 20 in boys, which makes child-
hood and adolescence the best time to 
invest in your bones. 

This resolution also addresses the 
importance of eating a balanced diet 
rich in calcium and vitamin D, partici-
pating in weight-bearing exercises and 
choosing a lifestyle without smoking 
or alcohol consumption. Each year, as 
Chairman SCHAKOWSKY has already 
stated, there are more than 2 million 
osteoporotic fractures costing about 
$19 billion a year. 

I strongly urge my fellow citizens to 
visit their doctors, get screened for 
osteoporosis; and I urge my colleagues 
to support this resolution and other 
pieces of legislation that are providing 
for bone density screening. Rather 
than cutting this important part of 
preventative care, we ought to be en-
hancing it, and I urge support of this 
resolution and others that affect the 
health and well-being of our fellow 
Americans. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. 
Speaker, I have no further requests for 
time, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I 
appreciate the support from the other 
side of the aisle, and I certainly appre-
ciate the leadership of Congresswoman 
BERKLEY. 

I, myself, a while ago was diagnosed 
with a pre-osteoporosis condition, and 
it’s rewarding to find that if you take 
the medication and you do weight lift-
ing kind of exercises that you can actu-
ally reverse the process. Now my 
screenings indicate that I no longer 
have those symptoms, although I con-
tinue to take the medication and do 
the exercises. So people should not see 
it as totally irreversible or untreatable 
in any way. But most of all, I think the 
emphasis on prevention is so very im-
portant. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Illinois (Ms. 
SCHAKOWSKY) that the House suspend 
the rules and agree to the resolution, 
H. Res. 369, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. 
Speaker, I object to the vote on the 
ground that a quorum is not present 
and make the point of order that a 
quorum is not present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

THE JUSTICE SYSTEM SHOULD 
FREE BORDER AGENTS IGNACIO 
RAMOS AND JOSE COMPEAN 

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, border 
agents Ignacio Ramos and Jose 
Compean were the victims of an over-
zealous and media-hungry Federal 
prosecutor that seemed to be a polit-
ical puppet of the Mexican government 
rather than seeking American justice. 

While patrolling the border, Ramos 
and Compean shot an illegal trespasser 
and drug dealer who was smuggling $1 
million worth of dope across our border 
into Texas. Ironically, the two agents 
were tried for civil rights violations 
and sent to prison. 

Last year, a Federal judge said that 
the prosecution overreacted in this 
case. Here is what occurred. The drug 
dealer was given immunity to testify 
against the agents, and the bought- 
and-paid-for witness’s testimony, be-
lievability, and credibility, was the 
basis of the entire prosecution. But the 
prosecutor hid from the jury that the 
drug smuggler witness continued to 
bring in drugs into the United States 
while the trial was pending; and the 
U.S. attorney has now admitted the 
back-room-deal witness also lied. 

Our justice system should free these 
two border agents because of the lying 
paid-for witness, and our government 
needs to get on the right side of the 
border war. 

And that’s just the way it is. 

f 

b 1745 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. CAS-
TOR). Under the Speaker’s announced 
policy of January 18, 2007, and under a 
previous order of the House, the fol-
lowing Members will be recognized for 
5 minutes each. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. WOOLSEY addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

ENERGY PRICES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. DAVID 
DAVIS) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DAVID DAVIS of Tennessee. 
Madam Speaker, I’m here tonight to 
speak a little bit about energy process. 

Unfortunately, some folks here in the 
Congress seem to think that we can tax 
our pick-up trucks and our cars from 
empty to full. Just recently, a con-
gressman proposed a 50-cent tax in-
crease on gasoline. You heard me cor-
rect, an extra 50 cents added to each 
gallon. Someone actually proposed 

that here in the House of Representa-
tives. 

I would say that 99 percent of my 
constituents don’t want another 50 
cents in taxes added to their gasoline 
prices. That 50-cent tax increase would 
put gas at around $4.12 cents per gal-
lon. 

If you would like to effectively crip-
ple the families and small businesses 
across the United States and back in 
my First District of Tennessee, a 50- 
cent tax increase would do just that. 
Madam Speaker, that just doesn’t 
make any sense to me. 

What we need is some east Tennessee 
commonsense, along with another les-
son from the 8th grade civics class and 
economic classes. When demand is 
high, supply is low, then energy prices 
will be outrageous. That’s exactly what 
we see today. How do you bring down 
energy prices? 

Eighth grade economics: create a big-
ger supply. How do you create a bigger 
supply of energy? No more excuses. 
First, we need to stop making excuses. 
We need an energy policy that allows 
us to use American energy. We need to 
drill for oil in ANWR and off the Outer 
Continental Shelf. We need to use fuel 
sources in Colorado and North Dakota, 
just to name a few. We need to use our 
abundant coal supply through the use 
of clean coal technology. We need to 
create safe nuclear power plants and 
we need to build new refineries. No 
more excuses. And we need to expand 
our green energy initiatives like 
switchgrass, wind power, solar power 
and hydroelectric power. 

We don’t need an energy piece; we 
need an energy policy. You can’t take 
one part of an energy policy and call it 
a policy. I’m all for green energy, but 
green energy will only get you to about 
6 percent of our energy needs in Amer-
ica. That only leaves 94 percent. We 
need an energy policy. 

Right now, there is a limited supply 
of oil being imported into the United 
States by countries who hate us and 
hate our freedoms. We’re at the mercy 
of these countries. My family, your 
family, small businesses across Amer-
ica and the families in the First Dis-
trict of Tennessee are all at the mercy 
of countries who hate us and hate our 
freedoms. 

A sound energy policy that explores 
new green initiatives, while investing 
in American energy sources, is what we 
need and we need it now. Not another 
tax increase, not another regulation, 
not another restriction that some peo-
ple believe would help fill up our pick- 
up trucks and our automobiles. We 
need a common-sense energy policy. No 
more excuses. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 
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