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H.R. 4841, as introduced by our col-

league, Congresswoman MARY BONO 
MACK, would bring resolution to the 
water rights claims for the Soboba 
Band of Luiseno Indians and ratify a 
settlement agreement between many 
municipalities and the Tribe. This bill 
has received bipartisan support, includ-
ing support from the administration, 
so we have no objection to this non-
controversial bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5 min-
utes to the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. BONO MACK), the author of 
this important bill. 

Mrs. BONO MACK. I thank my dear 
colleague in the neighboring district 
from California for yielding me time. 

I rise today in strong support of H.R. 
4841, the Soboba Band of Luiseno Indi-
ans Settlement Act. This legislation is 
the product of decades of litigation and 
negotiations relating to the water 
rights of the Soboba Tribe. The courts 
ruled on the legitimacy of their rights 
and were able to determine that seri-
ous damages were suffered by the Tribe 
from the diversion of their water re-
sources. In the years following that de-
cision, the Tribe, local water districts, 
cities and other stakeholders spent 
years at the table working out a solu-
tion that was in the best interests of 
the entire region. 

Bobby Salgado, the Chairman of the 
Tribe, tells the story well of how his 
tribal members saw their lives changed 
when their water resources drastically 
decreased. Chairman Salgado testified 
to the House Natural Resources Com-
mittee about how he and others would 
take gym class first thing in the morn-
ing during school just so that they 
could take showers that day. 

All of the partners to this agreement 
recognize Southern California’s water 
needs are serious and are best ad-
dressed through approaches that are 
mindful of supply needs and new water 
use practices. This legislation em-
bodies the linchpin for a comprehen-
sive basin-wide water management 
plan in the Jacinto River Valley. 

Finally, I would like to thank Chair-
man RAHALL, Ranking Member YOUNG, 
Chairwoman NAPOLITANO and Ranking 
Member MCMORRIS RODGERS, along 
with their staffs, for helping quickly 
bring this legislation to the floor. I 
would like to also thank Chris Foster 
from my staff for his hard work on this 
bill. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in 
supporting this bipartisan legislation, 
H.R. 4841. 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself 
such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, this is one of countless 
examples of Indian sovereignty that 
has in fact been put below the sov-
ereignty of any other landowner, the 
sovereignty of any other city, munici-
pality or county. 

This is an important bill, but I think 
in passage today and tomorrow it is 

very clear that it marks a trend back 
toward recognizing that Native Amer-
ican tribes have had things taken from 
them in the past, had to go to court, in 
Federal Court win, and then find that 
they have to continue year after year 
in order to get these rights. Had this 
been a normal county or private land-
owner, I strongly suspect this would 
have been restored years earlier. 

So I commend the gentlewoman, my 
colleague in an adjacent district, for 
bringing this important legislation, 
ending once and for all an injustice. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I 
again urge all the Members to support 
this bill. 

I wish at this time to thank my col-
league, the gentleman from California 
(Mr. ISSA), who has managed these bills 
on the floor with me today. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Guam (Ms. 
BORDALLO) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4841, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I object to 
the vote on the ground that a quorum 
is not present and make the point of 
order that a quorum is not present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

FRANK SINATRA DAY 
Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I move to 

suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 1144) expressing support 
for designation of a ‘‘Frank Sinatra 
Day’’ on May 13, 2008, in honor of the 
dedication of the Frank Sinatra com-
memorative stamp, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1144 

Whereas over 150 years ago, United States 
commemorative stamps began honoring the 
people, places, and events that have shaped 
our country’s history; 

Whereas more than 22,000,000 Americans, 
including children, collect and learn about 
our country through stamps, making it one 
of the most popular hobbies in the Nation 
and the world; 

Whereas it is important that we pause to 
reflect on our Nation’s history and culture; 

Whereas stamps honor statesmen and sol-
diers as they fought for freedom and democ-
racy, recognize our scientific and techno-
logical achievements, pay tribute to our ar-
tistic and cultural legacy, and celebrate the 
strength of our diversity; 

Whereas Frank Sinatra, a monumental fig-
ure in American popular culture, has been 
selected as part of the 2008 commemorative 
stamp program; 

Whereas, on May 14, 1997, the President 
signed into law legislation to award a Con-
gressional Gold Medal to Frank Sinatra in 
recognition of his accomplishments as an en-
tertainer and humanitarian; and 

Whereas the United States Postal Service 
dedicated the Frank Sinatra commemorative 
stamp in New York City, and in Las Vegas, 
Nevada, on May 13, 2008: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the United States House of 
Representatives expresses support for des-
ignation of a ‘‘Frank Sinatra Day’’ in honor 
of the dedication of the Frank Sinatra com-
memorative stamp. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. WATSON) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. ISSA) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, as a member of the 

House Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform, I stand to join my 
colleagues in the consideration and 
support of H. Res. 1144, as amended, 
which expresses support for the des-
ignation of Frank Sinatra Day in 
honor of the dedication of the Postal 
Service’s Frank Sinatra commemora-
tive stamp. 

Mr. Speaker, H. Res. 1144 was intro-
duced by our colleague, Congressman 
JOSÉ SERRANO of New York, on April 
23, 2008, and at the moment the meas-
ure enjoys the cosponsorship of nearly 
60 Members of Congress. H. Res. 1144 
was considered and approved by the 
Oversight panel on March 13, 2008, by a 
voice vote, after being amended for 
technical purposes. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as he 
may consume to my colleague from 
New York (Mr. SERRANO). 

(Mr. SERRANO asked and was given 
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. SERRANO. I thank the gentle-
woman from California. 

I want to thank both the chairmen 
and the ranking members of both the 
subcommittee and the committee for 
bringing this resolution in such a time-
ly fashion to the floor. 

Last week, on May 13, I joined Alan 
Kessler, the Chairman of the Board of 
Governors of the U.S. Postal Service, 
Nancy Sinatra, Frank Sinatra, Jr., and 
A.J. Lambert, Frank Sinatra’s grand-
daughter, at a formal ceremony in New 
York City’s Gotham Hall, where the 
Postal Service issued the Frank Si-
natra commemorative stamp. Imme-
diately thereafter, 120 million stamps 
honoring this great icon in American 
culture, who was both an entertainer 
and a humanitarian, went on sale na-
tionwide. 
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I am pleased that today the House of 

Representatives, through its recogni-
tion of that special day of the stamp 
issuance as Frank Sinatra Day, is giv-
ing another well-deserved honor to this 
man who contributed so much to our 
Nation and our culture. It has been 10 
years since the death of Frank Sinatra, 
talented singer, actor and caring per-
son, and Sinatra’s music continues to 
speak to each of us today in a way that 
is both personal and emotional. 

My colleagues, of course, know of my 
personal love for Mr. Sinatra’s music. 
At this age, I carry close to 2,000 songs 
on my iPod from Sinatra alone. I was 
introduced to the English language by 
listening to Frank Sinatra records 
when my father came back from World 
War II. At that time, I remember my 
father saying something profound. He 
said, ‘‘You know, the English language 
takes a bad rap. People say that it is 
not a romantic language.’’ He said this 
to me in Spanish. ‘‘But,’’ he said, ‘‘if 
you listen to the way this man sings 
the English language, you will recog-
nize that it is indeed a romantic lan-
guage if sung properly.’’ 

b 1300 

Through the years, I used those 
records at the beginning of my time in 
New York City to learn to enunciate 
and to imitate the way he used the 
English language, because when he 
sang it was perfect. In fact, in Ger-
many, in Japan, and other countries, 
businessmen use Frank Sinatra records 
to learn how to pronounce the English 
language. Maybe that is the reason 
why I am the only New Yorker who 
says ‘‘Tuesday’’ instead of ‘‘Toosday,’’ 
because Mr. Sinatra would have never 
tolerated ‘‘Toosday.’’ 

Personally, for me as a fan, I know 
the big difference between those songs 
that everybody recognizes from Mr. Si-
natra like ‘‘New York, New York’’ and 
‘‘My Way,’’ and those other bittersweet 
melodies that he made famous that you 
only listen to sometimes at 3 o’clock in 
the morning. That was Sinatra the 
singer. 

Then there was another side very 
briefly to Mr. Sinatra. At a time when 
certain entertainers were not allowed 
to stay in certain hotels in this coun-
try, it was Mr. Sinatra who said, If 
they can play, I want them in my band. 
I don’t care what they look like, I 
don’t care what their religion is, I 
don’t know what their color is, I don’t 
care. If they can play and they have 
talent, I want them in my band. It was 
because of that that Las Vegas began 
to integrate for the first time due to 
that work. This was the other side of 
Frank Sinatra. 

And lastly, the one you will see on 
TV this month, Sinatra, the actor, the 
one that could either give you the 
happy-go-lucky Pal Joey, or the very 
daring Man With a Golden Arm, talk-
ing about drug addiction at a time 
when that was not a subject. 

This was the whole of Frank Sinatra, 
and we as Americans honor him this 

week with a commemorative stamp. I 
commend all of us to buy that stamp, 
and just think of this as I close. Our 
gossip notes, our water bills, and, yes, 
our love letters will carry the smile of 
Frank Sinatra for a time to come. 

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I rise in sup-
port of this bill and I commend the 
gentleman from New York. I regret 
that I have to follow the gentleman 
from New York, because I too grew up 
listening to Sinatra wondering if the 
Rat Pack would be my future. Now I 
am in Congress; it could be that it 
came true. 

But whether you admire Dean Mar-
tin, Sammy Davis, or Frank Sinatra, 
they all had one thing in common; they 
changed the world with their bigger 
than life behavior. They also changed 
the world with their generosity. Frank 
Sinatra was famous for his generosity. 
Even better than that, he was also fa-
mous for having problems with people, 
and then turning around and being 
overly generous to people that he had 
had difficulties with. He helped some 
years, many years ago give Buddy 
Rich, a famous jazz drummer, money 
to start a band even though only a few 
years earlier they had been arch en-
emies. He picked up the hospital bills 
of Bela Lugosi and many others. He 
funded hospital activities around the 
world. He lived his life big and he lived 
it every day. He stretched. He was in 
fact a great actor. He was in fact some-
body who would act in parts that per-
haps lesser men would have shied away 
from, wanting to preserve their image. 

And certainly his music spanned not 
only generations and decades, but it 
spanned every genre. He was able to do 
that. He was able to reinvent himself 
from the forties, the fifties, the sixties, 
and even the seventies. In fact, even as 
his age increased and perhaps just a 
slight bit of that famous beautiful 
voice disappeared, he found ways to 
redo music, and his music lives on 
today. I am not surprised that a thor-
oughly modern man from New York 
would have 2,000 Frank Sinatra songs. 
My only question is, why don’t you 
have more? 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time totally in support of this 
resolution. 

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to thank the gentleman from New 
York for sponsoring the measure at 
hand, and I would certainly urge pas-
sage of this bill. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from California (Ms. 
WATSON) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 1144, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I object to 
the vote on the ground that a quorum 
is not present and make the point of 
order that a quorum is not present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

NATIONAL MILITARY 
APPRECIATION MONTH 

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 334) 
supporting the goals and objectives of a 
National Military Appreciation Month, 
as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The text of the concurrent resolution 
is as follows: 

H. CON. RES. 334 

Whereas the vigilance of the members of 
the Armed Forces has been instrumental to 
the preservation of the freedom, security, 
and prosperity enjoyed by the people of the 
United States; 

Whereas the success of the Armed Forces 
depends on the dedicated service of its mem-
bers, their families, and the civilian employ-
ees of the Department of Defense and the 
Coast Guard; 

Whereas the role of the United States as a 
world leader requires a military force that is 
well-trained, well-equipped, and appro-
priately sized; 

Whereas the Federal Government has a re-
sponsibility to raise awareness of and respect 
for this aspect of the heritage of the United 
States and to encourage the people of the 
United States to dedicate themselves to the 
values and principles for which Americans 
have served and sacrificed throughout the 
history of the Nation; 

Whereas service in the Armed Forces en-
tails special hazards and demands extraor-
dinary sacrifices from service members and 
their families; 

Whereas the support of the families of 
service members enhances the effectiveness 
and capabilities of the Armed Forces; 

Whereas the observance of events recog-
nizing the contributions of the Armed Forces 
is a tangible and highly effective way of sus-
taining morale and improving quality of life 
for service members and their families; 

Whereas on April 30, 1999, the Senate 
passed S. Res. 33 (106th Congress), entitled 
‘‘Designating May 1999 as ‘National Military 
Appreciation Month’ ’’, calling on the people 
of the United States, in a symbolic act of 
unity, to observe a National Military Appre-
ciation Month in May 1999, to honor the cur-
rent and former members of the Armed 
Forces, including those who have died in the 
pursuit of freedom and peace; 

Whereas on March 24, 2004, the House of 
Representatives passed H. Con. Res. 328 
(108th Congress), entitled ‘‘Recognizing and 
honoring the United States Armed Forces 
and supporting the goals and objectives of a 
National Military Appreciation Month,’’ and 
on April 26, 2004, the Senate passed H. Con. 
Res. 328 by unanimous consent; and 

Whereas it is important to emphasize to 
the people of the United States the relevance 
of the history and activities of the Armed 
Forces through an annual National Military 
Appreciation Month that includes associated 
local and national observances and activi-
ties: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That Congress— 

(1) supports the goals and objectives of a 
National Military Appreciation Month; and 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 05:09 May 20, 2008 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00015 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K19MY7.028 H19MYPT1w
w

oo
ds

2 
on

 P
R

O
D

P
C

60
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-15T06:59:57-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




