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extraneous material on the bill under
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Guam?

There was no objection.

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

H.R. 2649, as amended, authorizes the
Secretary of the Interior, acting
through the Bureau of Reclamation, to
participate in the Lake Hodges Surface
Water Improvement and Reclamation
Project. This project would pretreat
13,000 acre-feet of impaired Lake
Hodges water currently unavailable for
consumptive use.

We have no objection to this non-
controversial bill, and I reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I strongly
support this legislation. The author of
the bill, who will speak in a moment,
and I share the very banks of this
water area of Lake Hodges. But, most
importantly, at a time in which gas
prices have risen to $4 a gallon, it’s
very clear that importing water or
desalinating water in southern Cali-
fornia, although necessary, should be
avoided. We need to find ways to do
better work, have more water, with
less consumption of gasoline, diesel,
and all the other fuels that are in such
short supply and so expensive. So I
strongly support this bill.

I would yield the balance of my time
to the gentleman from California, the
author of the bill, Mr. BILBRAY.

Mr. BILBRAY. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of H.R. 2649, a bill that is look-
ing at a precious resource that needs to
be cleaned up and used.

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank you in
working and speaking with me about
other challenges we have environ-
mentally around this country, one of
them being the fact the Federal Gov-
ernment is still mandating the pol-
luting of our air and the picking of our
pockets with the mandate of corn and
ethanol going into our gasoline. I don’t
know about in your State, but in our
State, that impact has reached $6 a
comparable gallon untaxed ethanol
being forced into our fuel system by
the misguided approaches here in
Washington.

I look forward to working with you
in eliminating that mandate and pro-
tecting our air and protecting con-
sumers when we go to the pump. But as
we talk about liquid gold, out west it is
not just gasoline and ethanol that are
liquid gold, but actually clean drinking
water. This bill would address a prob-
lem that has actually been created by
a well-intentioned but misguided appli-
cation of the Endangered Species Act
and other Federal regulatory activi-
ties.
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Where Lake Hodges had traditionally
had a clean watershed kept clear from
debris and undergrowth, because of the
Federal agencies’ misguided applica-
tion of our environmental regulations,
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such as the Endangered Species Act,
the local agencies and community were
not allowed to clear the watershed
while the water was low so that once
the water did rise up we did not have
rotting organic material in our water
source. Sadly, Mr. Speaker, that has
occurred, and the water quality of the
lake is now in violation of the Clean
Water Act, 303(d). This bill will allow
us to give a portion of the money, prob-
ably around one-quarter of it, to allow
the local community now to purify the
water so that it can be compatible with
303 of the Clean Water Act.

I hope that we will be able to work
together, pass this bill, and be able to
work with the local community. I look
forward to working with you, Mr.
Speaker, at not only cleaning up our
water, but cleaning up our air and tak-
ing that ethanol out of our gasoline.

Mr. ISSA. I have no additional speak-
ers at this time. I would urge strong
support for this bill which, like so
many, will help California deal with its
water shortage.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I
again urge all Members to support the
bill, and yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Guam (Ms.
BORDALLO) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2649, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I object to
the vote on the ground that a quorum
is not present and make the point of
order that a quorum is not present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

———

SOBOBA BAND OF LUISENO
INDIANS SETTLEMENT ACT

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 4841) to approve, ratify, and con-
firm the settlement agreement entered
into to resolve claims by the Soboba
Band of Luiseno Indians relating to al-
leged interferences with the water re-
sources of the Tribe, to authorize and
direct the Secretary of the Interior to
execute and perform the Settlement
Agreement and related waivers, and for
other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 4841

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “‘Soboba Band of

Luiseno Indians Settlement Act’’.
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SEC. 2. FINDINGS AND PURPOSES.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Congress finds the fol-
lowing:

(1) The Soboba Band of Luiseno Indians is a
federally recognized Indian tribe whose Res-
ervation of approximately 6,000 acres, extending
east and mnorth from the banks of the San
Jacinto River in Riverside County, California,
was created by an Executive Order dated June
19, 1883, and enlarged and modified by subse-
quent Executive Orders, purchases, and an Act
of Congress.

(2) The Tribe’s water rights have mot been
quantified, and the Tribe has asserted claims for
interferences with the water resources of its Res-
ervation, which the Tribe maintains have ren-
dered much of the Tribe’s Reservation useless
for habitation, livestock, or Agriculture. On
April 20, 2000, the Tribe filed a lawsuit against
The Metropolitan Water District of Southern
California for interference with the Tribe’s
water resources and damages to its Reservation
allegedly caused by Metropolitan’s construction
and operation of the San Jacinto Tunnel, which
is part of the Colorado River Aqueduct. The
lawsuit, styled Soboba Band of Luiseno Indians
v. Metropolitan Water District of Southern Cali-
fornia, No. 00-04208 GAF (MANz), is pending in
the United States District Court for the Central
District of California.

(3) The Tribe also has made claims against
Eastern Municipal Water District and Lake
Hemet Municipal Water District, located adja-
cent to the Reservation, seeking to secure its
water rights and damages arising from alleged
past interference with the Tribe’s water re-
sources.

(4) After negotiations, which included partici-
pation by representatives of the Tribe, the
United States on behalf of the Tribe, The Metro-
politan Water District of Southern California,
Eastern Municipal Water District, and Lake
Hemet Municipal Water District, a Settlement
Agreement has been developed to determine the
Tribe’s water rights, resolve all of its claims for
interference with the water resources of, and
damages to, its Reservation, provide for the con-
struction of water projects to facilitate the exer-
cise of the Tribe’s rights, and resolve the lawsuit
referenced in paragraph (2) of this section.

(5) The Settlement Agreement provides that—

(A) Eastern Municipal Water District and
Lake Hemet Municipal Water District acknowl-
edge and assure the Tribe’s prior and para-
mount right, superior to all others, to pump
9,000 acre-feet of water annually from the San
Jacinto River basin in accordance with the limi-
tations and other conditions set forth in the Set-
tlement Agreement;

(B) Eastern Municipal Water District and The
Metropolitan Water District of Southern Cali-
fornia will contract to supply water to Eastern
Municipal Water District and Eastern Munic-
ipal Water District will use this water to re-
charge water supplies into the basin; and

(C) the three water districts will make sub-
stantial additional contributions to the settle-
ment, including the conveyance of certain re-
placement lands and economic development
funds to the Tribe, to carry out the Settlement
Agreement’s provisions.

(b) PURPOSES.—The purposes of this Act are—

(1) to approve, ratify, and confirm the Settle-
ment Agreement entered into by the Tribe and
non-Indians entities;

(2) to achieve a fair, equitable, and final set-
tlement of all claims of the Soboba Band of
Luiseno Indians, its members, and the United
States on behalf of the Tribe and its members, to
the water of the San Jacinto River basin;

(3) to authorize and direct the Secretary of the
Interior to execute and perform all obligations of
the Secretary under the Settlement Agreement;
and

(4) to authorize the actions and appropria-
tions necessary to meet obligations of the United
States under the Settlement Agreement and this
Act.
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SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) RESTORATION FUND.—The term ‘‘Restora-
tion Fund’ means the San Jacinto Basin Res-
toration Fund established by section 6.

(2) DEVELOPMENT FUND.—The term ‘‘Develop-
ment Fund’ means the Soboba Band of Luiseno
Indians Water Development Fund established by
section 7.

(3) RESERVATION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘Reservation’
means the Soboba Indian Reservation created by
Ezxecutive Order dated June 19, 1883, and en-
larged and modified as of the date of enactment
of this Act by Executive Orders and an Act of
Congress.

(B) EXCLUSIONS.—For the purposes of this
Act, the term ‘“‘Reservation’ does not include—

(i) the 950 acres northwest of and contiguous
to the Reservation known as the ‘‘Jones
Ranch’’, purchased by the Soboba Tribe in fee
on July 21, 2001, and placed into trust on Janu-
ary 13, 2003;

(ii) the 535 acres southeast of and contiguous
to the Reservation known as the ‘‘Horseshoe
Grande’’, purchased by the Soboba Tribe in fee
in seven separate transactions in June and De-
cember 2001, December 2004, June 2006, and Jan-
uary 2007; and

(iii) the 478 acres north of and contiguous to
the Reservation known as ‘‘The Oaks’, pur-
chased by the Soboba Tribe in fee on April 4,
2004.

(4) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’ means
the Secretary of the Interior or a designee of the
Secretary.

(5) SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT.—The term ‘‘Set-
tlement Agreement’” means that agreement
dated June 7, 2006, as amended to be consistent
with this Act, together with all exhibits thereto.
The parties to the Settlement Agreement are the
Soboba Band of Luiseno Indians and its mem-
bers, the United States on behalf of the Tribe
and its members, The Metropolitan Water Dis-
trict of Southern California, Eastern Municipal
Water District, and Lake Hemet Municipal
Water District.

(6) TRIBE, SOBOBA TRIBE, OR SOBOBA BAND OF
LUISENO INDIANS.—The terms ““‘Tribe”’, “‘Soboba
Tribe’, or “Soboba Band of Luiseno Indians’’
means the body politic and federally recognized
Indian tribe, and its members.

(7) WATER MANAGEMENT PLAN.—The term
“Water Management Plan’’ means the plan, ap-
proved by the Soboba Tribe and the Secretary,
developed pursuant to section 4.8, paragraph A
of the Settlement Agreement to resolve the over-
draft of the San Jacinto basin.

SEC. 4. RATIFICATION OF SETTLEMENT AGREE-
MENT; AUTHORIZATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The United States hereby
approves, ratifies, and confirms the Settlement
Agreement, except to the extent it conflicts with
the provisions of this Act.

(b) AUTHORIZATION.—The Secretary is author-
ized and directed to execute, and take such
other actions as are necessary to implement, the
Settlement Agreement and any amendments ap-
proved by the parties necessary to make the Set-
tlement Agreement consistent with this Act.

SEC. 5. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

(a) RESTORATION FUND.—There is authorized
to be appropriated to the San Jacinto Basin Res-
toration Fund established in section 6 of this
Act the amount of $5,000,000 for each of fiscal
years 2010 and 2011 to pay or reimburse the costs
associated with constructing, operating, and
maintaining the portion of the basin recharge
project that the United States is responsible for
under the Settlement Agreement. These costs are
described in section 4.5 of the Settlement Agree-
ment and are necessary to accommodate deliv-
eries of the supplemental imported water under
section 4.4 of the Settlement Agreement.

(b) DEVELOPMENT FUND.—There is authorized
to be appropriated to the Soboba Band of
Luiseno Indians Water Development Fund es-
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tablished in section 7 of this Act the amount of
35,500,000 for each of fiscal years 2010 and 2011
to pay or reimburse costs associated with con-
structing, operating, and maintaining water
and sewage infrastructure, and other water-re-
lated development projects.

(c) LIMITATION.—No funding of any construc-
tion, operation, maintenance, or replacement
other than those funds authorized under sub-
sections (a) and (b) shall be the responsibility of
the Federal Govermment under the Settlement
Agreement or this Act.

SEC. 6. RESTORATION FUND.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There shall be estab-
lished within the Treasury of the United States
a non-interest bearing account to be known as
the ‘‘San Jacinto Basin Restoration Fund’’,
consisting of the amounts authorized to be ap-
propriated in section 5(a) of this Act.

(b) ADMINISTRATION.—The Restoration Fund
shall be administered by the Secretary for the
purposes set forth in subsection (d) of this sec-
tion.

(c) AVAILABILITY.—The funds authorized to
be appropriated pursuant to section 5(a) of this
Act shall be available for expenditure or with-
drawal only after the effective date set forth in
section 10(a).

(d) EXPENDITURES AND WITHDRAWALS.—

(1) EXPENDITURE PLAN.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Eastern Municipal Water
District, on behalf of the Water Management
Plan, shall submit to the Secretary for approval
an expenditure plan for use of the Restoration
Fund.

(B) REQUIREMENTS.—The expenditure plan
shall require that any funds be expended or re-
imbursed in accordance with the purposes de-
scribed in section 5(a) of this Act.

(2) WITHDRAWALS.—Omn approval by the Sec-
retary of the expenditure plan described in this
section, Eastern Municipal Water District, on
behalf of the Water Management Plan, may ex-
pend or be reimbursed monies from the Restora-
tion Fund as provided in the plan.

(3) ENFORCEMENT.—The Secretary may take
judicial or administrative action to enforce the
provisions of any expenditure plan to ensure
that monies expended or reimbursed from the
Restoration Fund under the plan are used in
accordance with this Act.

(4) LIABILITY.—If Eastern Municipal Water
District, on behalf of the Water Management
Plan, exercises the right to expend or be reim-
bursed monies from the Restoration Fund, nei-
ther the Secretary mnor the Secretary of the
Treasury shall have any liability for the ex-
penditure or reimbursement.

(5) ANNUAL REPORT.—Eastern Municipal
Water District shall submit to the Tribe and the
Secretary an annual report that describes all ex-
penditures or reimbursements from the Restora-
tion Fund during the year covered by the re-
port.

SEC. 7. DEVELOPMENT FUND.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There shall be estab-
lished within the Treasury of the United States
a fund to be known as the ‘‘Soboba Band of
Luiseno Indians Water Development Fund’’, to
be managed and invested by the Secretary con-
sisting of the amounts authorized to be appro-
priated in section 5(b).

(b) MANAGEMENT.—The Secretary shall man-
age the Development Fund, make investments,
and make monies available for distribution con-
sistent with the American Indian Trust Fund
Management Reform Act of 1994 (25 U.S.C. 4001
et seq.) (referred to in this section as the ‘‘Trust
Fund Reform Act”’), this Act, and the Settle-
ment Agreement.

(c) INVESTMENT.—The Secretary shall invest
amounts in the Development Fund in accord-
ance with—

(1) the Act of April 1, 1880 (21 Stat. 70, ch. 41,
25 U.S.C. 161);

(2) the first section of the Act of June 24, 1938
(52 Stat. 1037, ch. 648, 25 U.S.C. 162a); and
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(3) subsection (b) of this section.

(d) AVAILABILITY.—The funds authorized to
be appropriated pursuant to section 5(b) of this
Act shall be available for expenditure or with-
drawal only after the effective date set forth in
section 10(a).

(e) EXPENDITURES AND WITHDRAWALS.—

(1) TRIBAL MANAGEMENT PLAN.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Tribe may withdraw all
or part of the Development Fund on approval by
the Secretary of a tribal management plan as
described in the Trust Fund Reform Act.

(B) REQUIREMENTS.—In addition to the re-
quirements under the Trust Fund Reform Act,
the tribal management plan shall require that
any funds be expended or reimbursed in accord-
ance with the purposes described in section 5(b)
of this Act.

(C) ENFORCEMENT.—The Secretary may take
judicial or administrative action to enforce the
provisions of any tribal management plan to en-
sure that monies withdrawn from the Develop-
ment Fund under the plan are used in accord-
ance with this Act.

(D) LIABILITY.—If the Tribe exercises the right
to withdraw monies from the Development
Fund, neither the Secretary nor the Secretary of
the Treasury shall retain any liability for the
expenditure or investment.

(2) EXPENDITURE PLAN.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Tribe shall submit to
the Secretary for approval an expenditure plan
for any portion of the amounts made available
under section 5(b) that the Tribe does not with-
draw under this subsection.

(B) DESCRIPTION.—The expenditure plan shall
describe the manner in which, and the purposes
for which, amounts of the Tribe remaining in
the Funds will be used.

(C) APPROVAL.—On receipt of an expenditure
plan wunder subparagraph (A), the Secretary
shall approve the plan if the Secretary deter-
mines that the plan is reasonable and consistent
with this Act and the Agreement.

(3) ANNUAL REPORT.—The Tribe shall submit
to the Secretary an annual report that describes
all expenditures from the Development Fund
during the year covered by the report.

(4) NO PER CAPITA DISTRIBUTIONS.—No part of
the Development Fund shall be distributed on a
per capita basis to members of the Tribe.

SEC. 8. WAIVERS AND RELEASES.

(a) TRIBE AND UNITED STATES AUTHORIZA-
TION.—The Tribe, on behalf of itself and its
members, and the Secretary, on behalf of the
United States in its capacity as trustee for the
Tribe and its members, are authoriced, as part
of the performance of their obligations under
the Settlement Agreement, to execute a waiver
and release for claims under Federal, State, or
other law against The Metropolitan Water Dis-
trict of Southern California, Eastern Municipal
Water District, and Lake Hemet Municipal
Water District, for any and all—

(1) past, present, and future claims to surface
water and groundwater rights for the Reserva-
tion arising from time immemorial through the
effective date described in section 10 of this Act
and anytime thereafter, except claims to enforce
the Settlement Agreement or claims based on
water rights acquired after the effective date de-
scribed in section 10 of this Act;

(2) past, present, and future claims for injury
of any kind arising from interference with sur-
face water and groundwater resources and
water rights of the Reservation, including, but
not limited to, all claims for injury to the Tribe’s
use and enjoyment of the Reservation, economic
development, religion, language, social structure
and culture, and injury to the natural resources
of the Reservation, from time immemorial
through the effective date described in section 10
of this Act;

(3) past, present, and future claims for injury
of any kind arising from, or in any way related
to, continuing interference with surface water
and groundwater resources and water rights of



May 19, 2008

the Reservation, including the full scope of
claims defined in section 5.1, paragraph A(2) of
the Settlement Agreement, to the extent that
such continuing interference began prior to the
effective date described in section 10 of this Act,
from time immemorial through the effective date
described in section 10 of this Act and anytime
thereafter;

(4) past, present, and future claims for injury
of any kind arising from, or in any way related
to, seepage of water into the San Jacinto Tun-
nel, including the full scope of claims defined in
section 5.1, paragraph A(2) of the Settlement
Agreement, from time immemorial through the
effective date described in section 10 of this Act
and anytime thereafter; and

(5) past, present, and future claims for injury
of any kind arising from, or in any way related
to, the Water Management Plan as approved in
accordance with the Settlement Agreement, from
time immemorial through the effective date de-
scribed in section 10 of this Act and anytime
thereafter.

(b) TRIBAL WAIVERS AGAINST THE UNITED
STATES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Tribe is authorized, as
part of the performance of its obligations under
the Settlement Agreement, to execute a waiver
and release for claims against the United States
(acting in its capacity as trustee for the Tribe or
its members, or otherwise acting on behalf of the
Tribe or its members), including any agencies,
officials, or employees thereof, for any and all—

(A) claims described in subsection (a) of this
section;

(B) past, present, and future claims for failure
to acquire or develop water rights and water re-
sources of the Reservation arising from time im-
memorial through the effective date described in
section 10 of this Act and anytime thereafter;

(C) past, present, and future claims for failure
to protect water rights and water resources of
the Reservation arising from time immemorial
through the effective date described in section 10
of this Act, and any past, present, and future
claims for any continuing failure to protect
water rights and water resources of the Reserva-
tion, arising from time immemorial through the
effective date described in section 10 of this Act
and, to the extent that such continuing failure
to protect began before the effective date de-
scribed in section 10 of this Act, anytime there-
after;

(D) past, present, and future claims arising
from the failure of any non-Federal Party to
fulfill the terms of the Settlement Agreement at
anytime; and

(E) past, present, and future claims arising
out of the negotiation of the Settlement Agree-
ment or the negotiation and enactment of this
Act, or any specific terms of provisions thereof,
including, but not limited to, the Tribe’s consent
to limit the number of participant parties to the
Settlement Agreement.

(2) EFFECTIVENESS OF WAIVERS AGAINST THE
UNITED STATES.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The waiver and release con-
tained in this subsection shall take effect on the
date on which all of the amounts authorized
under sections 5(a) and 5(b) are appropriated.

(B) PERIODS OF LIMITATION; EQUITABLE
CLAIMS.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—AII periods of limitation and
time-based equitable defenses applicable to the
claims set forth in paragraph (1) are tolled for
the period between the date of enactment of this
Act until the date on which the amounts au-
thorized under sections 5(a) and 5(b) are appro-
priated.

(ii) EFFECT OF SUBPARAGRAPH.—This subpara-
graph neither revives any claim nor tolls any
period of limitation or time-based equitable de-
fense that may have expired before the date of
enactment of this Act.

(C) DEFENSE.—The making of the amounts of
appropriations authorized under sections 5(a)
and 5(b) shall constitute a complete defense to
any claim which involves the claims set forth in
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paragraph (b)(1) pending in any court of the
United States on the date on which the appro-
priations are made.

SEC. 9. MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS.

(a) JURISDICTION.—

(1) NO EFFECT ON SUBJECT MATTER JURISDIC-
TION.—Nothing in the Agreement or this Act re-
stricts, enlarges, or otherwise determines the
subject matter jurisdiction of any Federal, State,
or Tribal court.

(2) JUDGMENT AND DECREE.—The United
States consents to jurisdiction in the United
States District Court for the Central District of
California case known as Soboba Band of
Luiseno Indians v. Metropolitan Water District
of Southern California, No. 00-04208 for the pur-
pose of obtaining approval for a judgment and
decree substantially the same as the judgment
and decree attached to the Settlement Agree-
ment as exhibit H.

(3) EFFECT OF SUBSECTION.—Nothing in this
subsection confers jurisdiction on any State
court to—

(4) enforce Federal environmental laws re-
garding the duties of the United States; or

(B) conduct judicial review of Federal agency
action.

(b) USE OF WATER.—

(1) TRIBAL USE.—With respect to water rights
made available under the Settlement Agree-
ment—

(A) the Tribe may use water made available to
it under the Settlement Agreement for any use it
deems advisable on the Reservation and on any
other lands it owns or may acquire, in fee or in
trust, contiguous to the Reservation or within
the area of the groundwater basin described in
section 2.4 of the Settlement Agreement;

(B) such water rights shall be held in trust by
the United States in perpetuity, and shall not be
subject to forfeiture or abandonment; and

(C) State law shall not apply to the Tribe’s
use of water made available to it under the Set-
tlement Agreement.

(2) NON-TRIBAL USE.—

(A) CONTRACTS AND OPTIONS.—Subject to the
limitations in subparagraph (B), the Tribe may
enter into contracts and options to lease or con-
tracts and options to exchange water made
available to it under the Settlement Agreement,
or enter into contracts and options to postpone
existing water uses or postpone undertaking
new or expanded water uses.

(B) LIMITATIONS ON NON-TRIBAL USE.—

(i) CONSISTENCY WITH WATER MANAGEMENT
PLAN.—Any water made available under sub-
paragraph (A) shall only be used by partici-
pants in, or other users within the area of, the
Water Management Plan described in section
2.32 of the Settlement Agreement.

(ii) PROHIBITION ON PERMANENT ALIENATION.—
No contract under subparagraph (A) shall be for
a term exceeding one hundred years, mor shall
any contract under subparagraph (A) provide
for permanent alienation of any portion of the
water rights made available under the Settle-
ment Agreement.

(C) LIABILITY.—The Secretary shall not be lia-
ble to any party, including the Tribe, for any
term of, or any loss or other detriment resulting
from, a lease or contract entered into pursuant
to this subparagraph.

(¢) RETENTION OF RIGHTS.—

(1) In the event the waivers and releases set
out in section 8 of this Act do not become effec-
tive pursuant to section 10(a) of this Act, the
Soboba Tribe and the United States shall retain
the right to assert all rights and claims enumer-
ated in section 8, and any claims or defenses of
the parties to the Settlement Agreement shall
also be retained.

(2) The parties expressly reserve all rights not
specifically granted, recognized, waived, or re-
leased by the Settlement Agreement or this Act.

(3) Notwithstanding the waivers and releases
set forth in section 8(a), the United States re-
tains all claims relating to wviolations of the
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Clean Water Act, the Safe Drinking Water Act,
the Comprehensive Environmental Response,
Compensation, and Liability Act, Resource Con-
servation and Recovery Act, and the regulations
implementing these Acts, including, but not lim-
ited to claims related to water quality.

(d) PRECEDENT.—Nothing in this Act estab-
lishes any standard for the quantification or
litigation of Federal reserved water rights or
any other Indian water claims of any other In-
dian tribes in any other judicial or administra-
tive proceeding.

(e) OTHER INDIAN TRIBES.—Nothing in the
Settlement Agreement or this Act shall be con-
strued in any way to quantify or otherwise ad-
versely affect the water rights, claims, or entitle-
ments to water of any Indian tribe, band, or
community, other than the Soboba Tribe.

(f) ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE.—

(1) Signing by the Secretary of the Settlement
Agreement does not constitute major Federal ac-
tion under the National Environmental Policy
Act 0of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.).

(2) The Secretary is directed to carry out all
environmental compliance required by Federal
law in implementing the Agreement.

SEC. 10. EFFECTIVE DATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The waivers and releases
authoriced in subsection (a) of section 8 of this
Act shall become effective as of the date the Sec-
retary causes to be published in the Federal
Register a statement of findings that—

(1) this Act has been enacted;

(2) to the extent that the Settlement Agree-
ment conflicts with this Act, the Settlement
Agreement has been revised to conform with the
Act;

(3) the Settlement Agreement, revised as mec-
essary, and the waivers and releases described
in article 5 of the Settlement Agreement and sec-
tion 8(a) of this Act have been executed by the
parties and the Secretary;

(4) warranty deeds for the property to be con-
veyed to the Tribe described in section 4.6 of the
Settlement Agreement have been placed in es-
crow;

(5) the Tribe and the Secretary have approved
the Water Management Plan; and

(6) the judgment and decree attached to the
Settlement Agreement as exhibit H or a judg-
ment and decree substantially the same as ex-
hibit H has been approved by the United States
District Court, Eastern Division of the Central
District of California, and that judgment and
decree has become final and nonappealable.

(b) DEADLINE FOR EFFECTIVE DATE.—If the
conditions precedent required under subsection
(a) of this section have mot been fulfilled by
March 1, 2012, the Settlement Agreement and
this Act shall not thereafter be effective and
shall be null and void, and any funds and the
interest accrued thereon appropriated pursuant
to section 5 shall revert to the general fund of
the United States Treasury.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Guam (Ms. BORDALLO) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. ISSA) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Guam.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 days to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material on the bill under consider-
ation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Guam?

There was no objection.

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.
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H.R. 4841, as introduced by our col-
league, Congresswoman MARY BONO
MACK, would bring resolution to the
water rights claims for the Soboba
Band of Luiseno Indians and ratify a
settlement agreement between many
municipalities and the Tribe. This bill
has received bipartisan support, includ-
ing support from the administration,
so we have no objection to this non-
controversial bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5 min-
utes to the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. BONO MACK), the author of
this important bill.

Mrs. BONO MACK. I thank my dear
colleague in the neighboring district
from California for yielding me time.

I rise today in strong support of H.R.
4841, the Soboba Band of Luiseno Indi-
ans Settlement Act. This legislation is
the product of decades of litigation and
negotiations relating to the water
rights of the Soboba Tribe. The courts
ruled on the legitimacy of their rights
and were able to determine that seri-
ous damages were suffered by the Tribe
from the diversion of their water re-
sources. In the years following that de-
cision, the Tribe, local water districts,
cities and other stakeholders spent
years at the table working out a solu-
tion that was in the best interests of
the entire region.

Bobby Salgado, the Chairman of the
Tribe, tells the story well of how his
tribal members saw their lives changed
when their water resources drastically
decreased. Chairman Salgado testified
to the House Natural Resources Com-
mittee about how he and others would
take gym class first thing in the morn-
ing during school just so that they
could take showers that day.

All of the partners to this agreement
recognize Southern California’s water
needs are serious and are best ad-
dressed through approaches that are
mindful of supply needs and new water
use practices. This legislation em-
bodies the linchpin for a comprehen-
sive Dbasin-wide water management
plan in the Jacinto River Valley.

Finally, I would like to thank Chair-
man RAHALL, Ranking Member YOUNG,
Chairwoman NAPOLITANO and Ranking
Member MCMORRIS RODGERS, along
with their staffs, for helping quickly
bring this legislation to the floor. I
would like to also thank Chris Foster
from my staff for his hard work on this
bill.

I urge my colleagues to join me in
supporting this bipartisan legislation,
H.R. 4841.

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself
such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, this is one of countless
examples of Indian sovereignty that
has in fact been put below the sov-
ereignty of any other landowner, the
sovereignty of any other city, munici-
pality or county.

This is an important bill, but I think
in passage today and tomorrow it is
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very clear that it marks a trend back
toward recognizing that Native Amer-
ican tribes have had things taken from
them in the past, had to go to court, in
Federal Court win, and then find that
they have to continue year after year
in order to get these rights. Had this
been a normal county or private land-
owner, I strongly suspect this would
have been restored years earlier.

So I commend the gentlewoman, my
colleague in an adjacent district, for
bringing this important legislation,
ending once and for all an injustice.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, 1
again urge all the Members to support
this bill.

I wish at this time to thank my col-
league, the gentleman from California
(Mr. IssA), who has managed these bills
on the floor with me today.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Guam (Ms.
BORDALLO) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4841, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I object to
the vote on the ground that a quorum
is not present and make the point of
order that a quorum is not present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

————
FRANK SINATRA DAY

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 1144) expressing support
for designation of a ‘“‘Frank Sinatra
Day’” on May 13, 2008, in honor of the
dedication of the Frank Sinatra com-
memorative stamp, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 1144

Whereas over 150 years ago, United States
commemorative stamps began honoring the
people, places, and events that have shaped
our country’s history;

Whereas more than 22,000,000 Americans,
including children, collect and learn about
our country through stamps, making it one
of the most popular hobbies in the Nation
and the world;

Whereas it is important that we pause to
reflect on our Nation’s history and culture;

Whereas stamps honor statesmen and sol-
diers as they fought for freedom and democ-
racy, recognize our scientific and techno-
logical achievements, pay tribute to our ar-
tistic and cultural legacy, and celebrate the
strength of our diversity;

Whereas Frank Sinatra, a monumental fig-
ure in American popular culture, has been
selected as part of the 2008 commemorative
stamp program;

May 19, 2008

Whereas, on May 14, 1997, the President
signed into law legislation to award a Con-
gressional Gold Medal to Frank Sinatra in
recognition of his accomplishments as an en-
tertainer and humanitarian; and

Whereas the United States Postal Service
dedicated the Frank Sinatra commemorative
stamp in New York City, and in Las Vegas,
Nevada, on May 13, 2008: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the United States House of
Representatives expresses support for des-
ignation of a ‘“‘Frank Sinatra Day’’ in honor
of the dedication of the Frank Sinatra com-
memorative stamp.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. WATSON) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. ISSA) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California?

There was no objection.

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, as a member of the
House Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform, I stand to join my
colleagues in the consideration and
support of H. Res. 1144, as amended,
which expresses support for the des-
ignation of Frank Sinatra Day in
honor of the dedication of the Postal
Service’s Frank Sinatra commemora-
tive stamp.

Mr. Speaker, H. Res. 1144 was intro-
duced by our colleague, Congressman
JOSE SERRANO of New York, on April
23, 2008, and at the moment the meas-
ure enjoys the cosponsorship of nearly
60 Members of Congress. H. Res. 1144
was considered and approved by the
Oversight panel on March 13, 2008, by a
voice vote, after being amended for
technical purposes.

Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as he
may consume to my colleague from
New York (Mr. SERRANO).

(Mr. SERRANO asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SERRANO. I thank the gentle-
woman from California.

I want to thank both the chairmen
and the ranking members of both the
subcommittee and the committee for
bringing this resolution in such a time-
ly fashion to the floor.

Last week, on May 13, I joined Alan
Kessler, the Chairman of the Board of
Governors of the U.S. Postal Service,
Nancy Sinatra, Frank Sinatra, Jr., and
A.J. Lambert, Frank Sinatra’s grand-
daughter, at a formal ceremony in New
York City’s Gotham Hall, where the
Postal Service issued the Frank Si-
natra commemorative stamp. Imme-
diately thereafter, 120 million stamps
honoring this great icon in American
culture, who was both an entertainer
and a humanitarian, went on sale na-
tionwide.
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