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In 2008, the International Year of the
Reef, the United States can help facili-
tate coordinated conservation efforts
and maintain its leadership by working
to strengthen awareness of the values
of the coral reef ecosystems. This reso-
lution, Mr. Speaker, encourages con-
tinued United States leadership in that
regard, and I urge my colleagues to
support it.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself
such time as I may consume.

I rise in support of this resolution.
House Concurrent Resolution 300 does
make an important point to the Amer-
ican people and to the world that the
United States has been a leader in the
preservation and restoration of our
coral reefs.

Like the gentlewoman from Guam, I
have a long coastline and recognize
that without the often-called ‘‘rain for-
est of the ocean,” the world would not
eat, our coastlines would be eroded,
and, without a doubt, life as we know
it would not prevail.

So, Mr. Speaker, I do ask strong sup-
port in favor of this resolution.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in strong support of H. Con. Res. 300,
recognizing the urgency for the U.S. to main-
tain its leadership role in protecting and pro-
moting the resiliency of our coral reef eco-
systems.

First, | want to commend the chief sponsors,
Ms. BORDALLO of Guam and Ms. ROs-
LEHTINEN of Florida, for their initiative in intro-
ducing this important resolution. | also want to
acknowledge the support and leadership of
Chairman NICK RAHALL and Ranking Member
DON YOUNG of Alaska of the Committee on
Natural Resources.

As a member of the Subcommittee on Fish-
eries, Wildlife, and Oceans, | want to person-
ally commend my good friend, Chairwoman
BORDALLO, for her tireless work on the many
issues affecting our oceans. This resolution in
particular is an example of the efforts by the
Congress in promoting U.S. leadership and
participation in preserving our natural re-
sources. Given that 2008 has been designated
the “International Year of the Reef,” it is only
appropriate that we must reinforce U.S. com-
mitments to the international efforts to protect
critical coral reef habitats.

Mr. Speaker, according to a recent U.N. re-
port on oceans, 60 percent of the world’s coral
reefs will die-off by 2030. This is due to the
changes in the climate because of global
warming from the harm chemicals and human
activity has placed on our environment. It is
our responsibility to enhance international ef-
forts to protect and restore our coastal marine
resources. We have taken many steps to
achieve these efforts by establishing the U.S.
Coral Reef Task Force in 1998 that has done
so much through enhancing research and
monitoring, implementing action strategies,
and formulating and enforcing national policy
on protecting and preserving all of our coastal
reefs.

Last year, | introduced H.R. 1205, the Coral
Reef Conservation Act of 2000, that was
unanimously passed by the House in October
2007. This legislation will codify the U.S. Coral
Reef Task Force and will advance existing
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programs that address this core issue. How-
ever, there has been no further action on the
Senate side. | am hopeful that this important
legislation will be passed by the end of the
year.

Again, | urge my colleagues to pass H. Con.
Res. 300. | thank my colleagues for supporting
this important bipartisan resolution.

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time.

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, 1
again urge Members to support the res-
olution, and I yield back the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Guam (Ms.
BORDALLO) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 300.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I object to
the vote on the ground that a quorum
is not present and make the point of
order that a quorum is not present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

———

MANAGING FISH STOCKS IN
ARCTIC OCEAN

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the Sen-
ate joint resolution (S.J. Res. 17) di-
recting the United States to initiate
international discussions and take nec-
essary steps with other Nations to ne-
gotiate an agreement for managing mi-
gratory and transboundary fish stocks
in the Arctic Ocean.

The Clerk read the title of the Senate
joint resolution.

The text of the Senate joint resolu-
tion is as follows:

S.J. REs. 17

Whereas the decline of several commer-
cially valuable fish stocks throughout the
world’s oceans highlights the need for fishing
nations to conserve fish stocks and develop
management systems that promote fisheries
sustainability;

Whereas fish stocks are migratory
throughout their habitats, and changing
ocean conditions can restructure marine
habitats and redistribute the species depend-
ent on those habitats;

Whereas changing global climate regimes
may increase ocean water temperature, cre-
ating suitable new habitats in areas pre-
viously too cold to support certain fish
stocks, such as the Arctic Ocean;

Whereas habitat expansion and migration
of fish stocks into the Arctic Ocean and the
potential for vessel docking and navigation
in the Arctic Ocean could create conditions
favorable for establishing and expanding
commercial fisheries in the future;

Whereas commercial fishing has occurred
in several regions of the Arctic Ocean, in-
cluding the Barents Sea, Kara Sea, Beaufort
Sea, Chukchi Sea, and Greenland Sea, al-
though fisheries scientists have only limited
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data on current and projected future fish
stock abundance and distribution patterns
throughout the Arctic Ocean;

Whereas remote indigenous communities
in all nations that border the Arctic Ocean
engage in limited, small scale subsistence
fishing and must maintain access to and sus-
tainability of this fishing in order to survive;

Whereas many of these communities de-
pend on a variety of other marine life for so-
cial, cultural and subsistence purposes, in-
cluding marine mammals and seabirds that
may be adversely affected by climate
change, and emerging fisheries in the Arctic
should take into account the social, eco-
nomic, cultural and subsistence needs of
these small coastal communities;

Whereas managing for fisheries sustain-
ability requires that all commercial fishing
be conducted in accordance with science-
based limits on harvest, timely and accurate
reporting of catch data, equitable allocation
and access systems, and effective monitoring
and enforcement systems;

Whereas migratory fish stocks traverse
international boundaries between the exclu-
sive economic zones of fishing nations and
the high seas, and ensuring sustainability of
fisheries targeting these stocks requires
management systems based on international
coordination and cooperation;

Whereas international fishing treaties and
agreements provide a framework for estab-
lishing rules to guide sustainable fishing ac-
tivities among those nations that are parties
to the agreement, and regional fisheries
management organizations provide inter-
national fora for implementing these agree-
ments and facilitating international co-
operation and collaboration;

Whereas under its authorities in the Mag-
nuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act, the North Pacific Fishery
Management Council has proposed that the
United States close all Federal waters in the
Chukchi and Beaufort Seas to commercial
fishing until a fisheries management plan is
fully developed; and

Whereas future commercial fishing and
fisheries management activities in the Arc-
tic Ocean should be developed through a co-
ordinated international framework, as pro-
vided by international treaties or regional
fisheries management organizations, and
this framework should be implemented be-
fore significant commercial fishing activity
expands to the high seas: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That—

(1) the United States should initiate inter-
national discussions and take necessary
steps with other Arctic nations to negotiate
an agreement or agreements for managing
migratory, transboundary, and straddling
fish stocks in the Arctic Ocean and estab-
lishing a new international fisheries man-
agement organization or organizations for
the region;

(2) the agreement or agreements nego-
tiated pursuant to paragraph (1) should con-
form to the requirements of the United Na-
tions Fish Stocks Agreement and contain
mechanisms, inter alia, for establishing
catch and bycatch limits, harvest alloca-
tions, observers, monitoring, data collection
and reporting, enforcement, and other ele-
ments necessary for sustaining future Arctic
fish stocks;

(3) as international fisheries agreements
are negotiated and implemented, the United
States should consult with the North Pacific
Regional Fishery Management Council and
Alaska Native subsistence communities of
the Arctic; and

(4) until the agreement or agreements ne-
gotiated pursuant to paragraph (1) come into
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force and measures consistent with the
United Nations Fish Stocks Agreement are
in effect, the United States should support
international efforts to halt the expansion of
commercial fishing activities in the high
seas of the Arctic Ocean.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Guam (Ms. BORDALLO) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. ISSA) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Guam.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 days to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material on the resolution under con-
sideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Guam?

There was no objection.

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Senate Joint Resolution 17 directs
the United States to initiate inter-
national discussions and take nec-
essary steps with other nations to ne-
gotiate an agreement to manage mi-
gratory and transboundary fish stocks
in the Arctic Ocean.

It is important that any new or ex-
panded fishing by the United States
and other countries be conducted in a
sustainable manner with science-based
limits on catch as well as effective en-
forcement and monitoring systems. So
to that end, it is important for the
United States to begin the process to
negotiate agreements with other Arc-
tic nations to manage migratory,
transboundary, and straddling fish
stocks in the Arctic Ocean before any
overfishing or overdevelopment of
these fisheries can occur.

I urge the support of this resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself
such time as I may consume.

I too rise in support of Senate Joint
Resolution 17, introduced by Senator
TED STEVENS. Clearly, he knows first-
hand the importance of fishing to the
United States, to the State of Alaska,
and to the world. He also has seen, in
his tenure in the Congress, firsthand
the effects of overfishing.

As one after another worldwide fleets
begin deploying to our shores when
their own shores have been overfished,
we will have and will see a reduction in
our domestic catches. For that reason I
believe this resolution sends a strong
statement of America’s policy to man-
age scientifically our fisheries both on-
shore and offshore, and I join with the
gentlewoman from Guam in support of
this resolution and urge its success.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I
again urge all of my colleagues to sup-
port the resolution, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
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the gentlewoman from Guam (Ms.
BORDALLO) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the Senate joint resolu-
tion, S.J. Res. 17.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I object to
the vote on the ground that a quorum
is not present and make the point of
order that a quorum is not present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

————

CELEBRATING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE MACKINAC ISLAND
STATE PARK COMMISSION’S HIS-
TORICAL PRESERVATION AND
MUSEUM PROGRAM

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 325)
celebrating the 50th Anniversary of the
Mackinac Island State Park Commis-
sion’s Historical Preservation and Mu-
seum Program, which began on June
15, 1958, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The text of the concurrent resolution
is as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 325

Whereas the Mackinac Island State Park
Commission was created, in 1895, to care for
and manage Mackinac Island State Park;

Whereas Michilimackinac State Park and
Mill Creek State Park were later added to
the family of parks and historic sites under
the authority of the Commission;

Whereas, in 1958, Michigan granted author-
ity to the Commission to restore and inter-
pret Fort Mackinac and other historical
properties at the Straits of Mackinac;

Whereas, in 1958, the Commission began
restoration, installed exhibits, and opened
Fort Mackinac to the public;

Whereas, in 1959, the Commission began ar-
chaeological excavation of Colonial
Michilimackinac and opened it to the public
one year later;

Whereas, in 1984, the Commission opened
Historic Mill Creek Discovery Park;

Whereas, in 2004, after 14 years of being
closed, Old Mackinac Point Lighthouse was
reopened with an ongoing restoration pro-
gram;

Whereas, for 50 years, the Commission has
professionally and successfully developed,
promoted, and improved the Mackinac State
Historic Parks complex, which has been con-
tinuously recognized by the American Asso-
ciation of Museums; and

Whereas the Mackinac State Historic
Parks complex has hosted more than
10,000,000 visitors since 1958, making it one of
the most successful historic site complexes
in North America and an important contrib-
utor to the tourism economy of northern
Michigan: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That Congress—

(1) celebrates the 50th anniversary of the
Mackinac Island State Park Commission’s
Historical Preservation and Museum Pro-
gram; and
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(2) respectfully requests the Clerk of the
House of Representatives to transmit an en-
rolled copy of this resolution to the Mack-
inac Island State Park Commission as evi-
dence of the Commission successfully ful-
filling its mission to protect, preserve, and
present the historical and natural wonders of
Mackinac Island.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Guam (Ms. BORDALLO) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. ISSA) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Guam.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on the resolution
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Guam?

There was no objection.

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

House Concurrent Resolution 325, in-
troduced by our colleague, Representa-
tive BART STUPAK, celebrates the 50th
anniversary of the Mackinac Island
State Park Commission’s Historical
Preservation and Museum Program.

Mackinac Island was originally
named our Nation’s second national
park in 1875. But it was turned over to
the State of Michigan in 1895 when it
became Michigan’s first State park,
and the Mackinac Island State Park
Commission was created to care for
and manage the park. Eighty percent
of the island is still managed as a State
park to preserve its geological won-
ders, wildlife, and wooded areas.

In 1958 Michigan granted authority
to the commission to restore and inter-
pret historical properties in the park.
And so today we are celebrating the
50th anniversary of those efforts.

Our colleague Mr. STUPAK is to be
commended for his efforts on this
measure.

Mr. Speaker, I support House Concur-
rent Resolution 325, and I urge its
adoption today.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself
such time as I may consume.

I rise in support of this resolution
and commend the gentleman from
Michigan for offering this resolution
that recognizes the 50th anniversary of
the Mackinac Island State Park Com-
mission’s Historical Preservation and
Museum Program.

It is very clear that in America we do
care about our natural resources, our
natural beauty, and we find ways to
show that. In the case of Michigan, this
recognizes 50 years of, in fact, applaud-
ing and preserving the kinds of beauty
that exist, I won’t say only in Michi-
gan, as a native Ohioan, but through-
out the Midwest.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.
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