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I applaud the selfless unsung sac-

rifices of tens of thousands of our fel-
low citizens who care for women with 
crisis pregnancies and to provide spir-
itual, emotional and material support 
for them. 

It is fitting that we recall the words 
of our Declaration of Independence, 
that our creator has endowed all with 
certain unalienable rights, the first of 
which is life. The little one in the 
womb is a person with value inde-
pendent of his or her mother and de-
serves the right to that life. 

As Members of Congress, we are 
uniquely positioned to protect the 
most innocent and vulnerable members 
of our society, the unborn. If we cannot 
protect the most innocent and helpless 
among us, how can we proclaim that 
we want to provide justice and protec-
tion for anyone else? 

b 2030 
May those of us who believe in the 

uniqueness of human personhood, from 
conception to death, today again re-
solve never to cease our efforts to 
make our beloved country not only a 
beacon of hope but a sanctuary of 
human dignity. Surely there can be no 
higher calling for us as public servants 
of this blessed land. 

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. I thank the 
distinguished gentleman. 

Mr. Speaker, because the end of the 
hour grows close, I would now come be-
fore this body with a sunset memorial. 
We intend to repeat this from time to 
time to chronicle the loss of life by 
abortion on demand in this country. 

Mr. Speaker, it is January 22, 2008, in 
the land of the free and the home of the 
brave, and before the sun sets today in 
America, almost 4,000 more defenseless 
unborn children were killed by abor-
tion on demand just today. 

Exactly 35 years today, the tragic ju-
dicial fiat called Roe v. Wade was 
handed down. Since then, the very 
foundation of this Nation has been 
stained by the blood of almost 50 mil-
lion children. Mr. Speaker, that is 
more than 16,000 times the number of 
innocent lives lost on September 11. 

Each of the 4,000 children that we 
lost today had at least four things in 
common. They were each just little ba-
bies who had done nothing wrong to 
anyone. And each one of them died a 
nameless and lonely death. And each of 
their mothers, whether she realizes it 
immediately or not, will never be the 
same. And all the gifts that these chil-
dren might have brought to humanity 
are now lost forever. 

Mr. Speaker, those noble heroes lying 
in frozen silence out in Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery did not die so America 
could shred her own Constitution, as 
well as her own children, by the mil-
lions. It seems that we are never quite 
so eloquent as when we decry the geno-
cidal crimes of past generations, those 
who allowed their courts to strip the 
black man and the Jew of their con-
stitutional personhood, and then pro-
ceeded to murderously desecrate mil-
lions of these, God’s own children. 

Yet even in the full glare of such 
tragedy, this generation clings to 
blindness and invincible ignorance 
while history repeats itself and our 
own genocide mercilessly annihilates 
the most helpless of all victims to date, 
those yet unborn. 

Perhaps it is important for those of 
us in this Chamber to remind ourselves 
again of why we are really all here. 

Thomas Jefferson said, ‘‘The care of 
human life and its happiness and not 
its destruction is the chief and only ob-
ject of good government.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, protecting the lives of 
our innocent citizens and their con-
stitutional rights is why we are all 
here. It is our sworn oath. The phrase 
in the 14th amendment capsulizes our 
entire Constitution. It says: ‘‘No state 
shall deprive any person of life, liberty 
or property without due process of 
law.’’ 

The bedrock foundation of this Re-
public is the Declaration, not the cas-
ual notion, but the Declaration of the 
self-evident truth that all human 
beings are created equal and endowed 
by their creator with the unalienable 
rights of life, liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness. Every conflict and battle 
our Nation has ever faced can be traced 
to our commitment to this core self- 
evident truth. It has made us the bea-
con of hope for the entire world. It is 
who we are. 

And yet today, Mr. Speaker, in this 
body we fail to honor that commit-
ment. We fail our sworn oath and our 
God-given responsibility as we broke 
faith with nearly 4,000 innocent Amer-
ican babies who died without the pro-
tection we should have been given 
them. 

And so for them in this moment, Mr. 
Speaker, without yielding my time, I 
would invite anyone inclined to join 
me for a moment of silence on their be-
half. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe that this dis-
cussion tonight presents this Congress 
and the American people with two des-
tiny questions. 

The first that all of us must ask our-
selves is very simple: Does abortion 
really kill a baby? If the answer to that 
question is ‘‘yes,’’ there is a second 
destiny question that inevitably fol-
lows. And it is this, Mr. Speaker: Will 
we allow ourselves to be dragged by 
those who have lost their way into a 
darkness where the light of human 
compassion has gone out and the pred-
atory survival of the fittest prevails 
over humanity? Or will America em-
brace her destiny to lead the world to 
cherish and honor the God-given mir-
acle of each human life? 

Mr. Speaker, it has been said that 
every baby comes with a message, that 
God has not yet despaired of mankind. 
And I mourn that those 4,000 messages 
sent to us today will never be heard. 
Mr. Speaker, I also have not yet de-
spaired. Because tonight maybe some-
one new, maybe even someone in this 
Congress, who heard this sunset memo-
rial will finally realize that abortion 

really does kill a baby, that it hurts 
mothers more than anyone else, and 
that nearly 50 million dead children in 
America is enough. And that America 
is great enough to find a better way 
than abortion on demand. 

So tonight, Mr. Speaker, may we 
each remind ourselves that our own 
days in this sunshine of life are num-
bered and that all too soon each of us 
will walk from these Chambers for the 
very last time. 

And if it should be that this Congress 
is allowed to convene on another day 
yet to come, may that be the day that 
we hear the cries of the unborn at last. 
May that be the day we find the hu-
manity, the courage, and the will to 
embrace together our human and our 
constitutional duty to protect the least 
of these, our tiny American brothers 
and sisters, from this murderous 
scourge upon our Nation called abor-
tion on demand. 

This is a sunset memorial, Mr. 
Speaker. It is January 22, 2008, in the 
land of free and the home of the brave. 

f 

RIGHT TO LIFE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentlewoman from 
Minnesota (Mrs. BACHMANN) is recog-
nized for 60 minutes. 

Mrs. BACHMANN. Mr. Speaker, it 
truly is a momentous evening this 
evening and the entire day here on the 
March for Life that occurred here on 
our Nation’s capital, and it is a privi-
lege for me to be here as a freshman 
Member of Congress, hailing from the 
very cold State of Minnesota, to be 
able to be here on this floor on this mo-
mentous occasion. 

We heard so many eloquent speakers, 
led by TRENT FRANKS, a man who has a 
great love for people, not just a love for 
babies, not just a love for women. He 
has a love for people, and I am so 
grateful for the wonderful hour that he 
just led. We have other Members of 
Congress, Mr. Speaker, who have come 
down to this Chamber because they are 
moved by this issue, not just for their 
love for babies or their love for women 
or love for men, but they are moved by 
many factors that go to increase our 
Nation and the natural resources that 
are in our Nation. 

One of those is Mr. BISHOP who is 
from Utah’s First District, and he 
would like to speak for a few moments 
on the floor of Congress. 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. I thank the 
gentlewoman from Minnesota (Mrs. 
BACHMANN) and the gentleman from 
Arizona (Mr. FRANKS) leading this dis-
cussion. 

As I walked past the Supreme Court 
this evening, remnants of the two 
groups were protesting this very issue, 
one dealing with a press conference, 
the other marching in chants in a way 
that was really more appropriate to a 
high school pep rally than to this par-
ticular issue. 

And I was saddened because this is 
one of those issues that should never be 
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simplified into simply chants or slo-
gans or sound bites because this issue 
is one that deals with the soul of this 
particular country. For when we have a 
cavalier attitude about life at the be-
ginning of the cycle, we tend to develop 
a cavalier attitude about life at the end 
of the cycle. And then for those areas 
in between, we tend to look at life not 
in terms of its sanctity but in its qual-
ity of life. 

I firmly believe that man is both 
perfectable and savable. But we are 
perfectable and savable not in the ease 
in which we make our lives or the ma-
terial possessions which we can accu-
mulate, but in our relationships with 
others and our development of our fam-
ilies. 

I appreciate being able to add my 
voice to this particular discussion, and 
I appreciate the representative from 
Arizona, as well as the gentlewoman 
from Minnesota, for leading these two 
hours because this discussion is truly 
about the very heart of this country 
and where we go. 

Mrs. BACHMANN. I thank Mr. 
BISHOP so much. The people from the 
First District of Utah have to be so 
proud of you, especially on the issue of 
life. 

Mr. Speaker, now I would like to in-
troduce the gentleman from New Jer-
sey (Mr. GARRETT) for whom I have a 
great deal of respect. He has a tremen-
dous story to tell, and I yield to Mr. 
GARRETT. 

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank the gentlelady for 
managing this hour as Members come 
to the floor to speak about this ex-
tremely important topic. 

I must begin my remarks by thank-
ing everyone who took part earlier 
today, all those folks who traveled 
down here to Washington to partici-
pate in the annual Right to Life March 
from all over the country, in bad bus 
rides and distant flight delays and 
bumpy car rides. I am grateful to all 
the marchers who came from the great 
State of New Jersey. Particularly, I 
would like to recognize the students 
from Pope John High School and also 
the kids from Veritas Christian Acad-
emy located in Sparta, as well as some 
of the parishioners who came down 
from Our Lady of Fatima in Vernon, 
St. Jude’s Church in Blairstown, Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel in Stillwater, 
and the folks from Lafayette Federated 
Church from Lafayette. 

I didn’t include everyone, but the list 
would go on and on with all of the peo-
ple from the great State of New Jersey, 
people concerned and taking part to 
make sure that their voice was heard. 

Earlier today I had the opportunity, 
and I would say the honor of speaking 
to the thousands of marchers who came 
out. They braved the freezing wind and 
the rain that was coming on as well. As 
I had a chance to talk to them, I told 
them that they, along with Members of 
Congress, were probably experiencing 
mixed emotions at the time, similar to 
the emotions I was experiencing. 

Think about it, on the one hand, we 
are immensely encouraged by what we 
see. We are encouraged that so many 
people have gathered here in Wash-
ington, DC to mark the anniversary of 
the Roe v. Wade decision. We draw 
comfort from that fact. We are encour-
aged that our Nation has not forgotten 
that tragic death even 35 years later. 
We are encouraged that we can stand 
firm in reminding our fellow citizens 
that all men are endowed by their Cre-
ator with certain unalienable rights. 
And most importantly of all, is the 
right to life. 

Finally, we are encouraged that in 
many cases, our efforts have been re-
warded. For instance, the number of 
abortions that are performed annually 
has actually dropped down back to lev-
els not seen since the 1970s. Still, de-
spite those signs of encouragement, our 
hearts are still heavy with sadness and 
that is because we mourn the millions 
of babies who have been mercilessly 
killed before they can even take their 
first single breath. And we grieve for 
the mothers and fathers who suffer 
from the emotional pain of having to 
have gone through an abortion. 

We lament the fact of a continuing 
decline of morality, civility, and re-
spect for human dignity and worth. For 
me and my constituents in New Jersey, 
I am particularly disheartened by a 
study that was released just last week 
that showed that our home State, the 
so-called Garden State, has the second 
highest abortion rate in the Nation. 

It is in moments like these that we 
must turn our gaze upward and remem-
ber the One, the One who created life is 
also the One who governs the universe. 
He commands us to ‘‘run and not be 
weary, to walk and not faint.’’ 

And so today, we ultimately find en-
couragement in knowing that the bat-
tle is not over. The battle is not ours 
alone, and the might of right is on our 
side. 

So we will keep working to increase 
the number of States that have sub-
stantive parental involvement laws, 
thereby protecting teens from the 
abortion propaganda. We will continue 
to prohibit partial-birth abortions and 
fight that in other States as well. And 
we will show by example how to value 
life. 

Finally, some day I pray that we will 
experience a January 22 free of these 
mixed emotions. And instead, we will 
be able to celebrate a renewed culture 
of life in this entire Nation. 

We elected officials come to the floor 
to remember the weakest among us. 
Yet I know we will succeed not because 
of who we are, but because of what 
Americans all across this great Nation 
are doing on behalf of life. 

b 2045 
Mrs. BACHMANN. Thank you, Mr. 

GARRETT. Appreciate your kindness 
and your words of love and life for 
those who are our fellow Americans. 
Thank you, and thank the people of 
New Jersey for sending you to this 
great body. 

Now we have a man that I’ve known 
for a number of years of whom I just 
have great admiration. His name is Mr. 
TODD AKIN from Missouri’s Second Dis-
trict. I yield to Mr. AKIN from Mis-
souri. 

Mr. AKIN. Thank you very much. I’m 
just so thankful for your willingness to 
take this special hour and organize 
things here on the floor of the U.S. 
Congress, and your leadership. The peo-
ple of Minnesota are blessed to have 
you, and I’m just very thankful to be 
able to be a small part. 

But one of the things that those of us 
who are Members of Congress do, as 
you can imagine, is that we do give 
speeches. We talk to different groups of 
people, young and old, on all kinds of 
different issues. 

But one of the questions that I love 
to ask, and it’s something that we 
should know the answer to rather 
quickly, and yet, most Americans don’t 
really have the answer quite on the 
tips of their tongues, and that would be 
to ask the question, what is it that has 
made America such a unique and a spe-
cial place for all of us to live? 

Now, if you live here, sometimes you 
can take for granted some of the things 
that we enjoy every day. But America 
is extremely different. 

First of all, there are all these people 
from other countries that want to 
come here because they believe that 
this is the land of opportunity; this is 
where your dreams can become true. 

Aside from that, America has been 
engaged in a number of huge and colos-
sal wars. We find ourselves as the dom-
inant military power on the planet. 
And so through these different wars, 
did we create empires? Did we build 
kingdoms? The answer is, of course, no. 
We have named no emperors, no kings. 
In fact, what we did was we voted to 
tax our constituents to rebuild our en-
emies after we had defeated them. 

America is a unique and special 
place. But what is it that makes Amer-
ica so special? Why do all these dif-
ferent people from different nations all 
come together here for the American 
Dream? What is it, if you were to de-
fine it, if you’re looking at it like an 
onion and you’re to say you peel off the 
outer layers of fireworks and apple pie 
and the flag and you get to the center 
of what makes it tick? 

One of the words when I ask this 
question frequently is the word ‘‘free-
dom.’’ But freedom doesn’t really de-
scribe the core principle or the logic of 
on which basis America tips. You 
know, the people in Tiananmen Square, 
they wanted freedom. They stood up 
for freedom. They were willing to die 
for freedom. They were greased under-
neath the treads of tanks and they 
gave their lives, but they didn’t get 
freedom. 

So what is it that produces the free-
dom? What is it that makes America 
what it is? What is the formula? 

Well, if I were asked that question, I 
would cheat a little bit. I would go 
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back to our first great war when Amer-
ica wrote a statement of what we be-
lieve and what we stand for as a people. 
It is, of course, called the Declaration 
of Independence. It was the reason why 
we would dare to challenge the biggest 
military power in the world. And that 
second paragraph, the sentence, ‘‘We 
hold these truths to be self-evident 
that all men are endowed by their Cre-
ator with certain unalienable rights; 
that among these is life, liberty and 
the pursuit of happiness.’’ And then the 
sentence goes on after ‘‘pursuit of hap-
piness,’’ and says, ‘‘And governments 
are instituted among men deriving 
their just power from the consent of 
the governed.’’ And it goes on to say, 
the purpose of the government is essen-
tially to protect these basic rights. 
What rights? Well, life and liberty and 
the pursuit of happiness. 

So the engineer in me says, now, let’s 
break this down. How does the formula 
that defines America work? Well, it’s 
based on these ideas: One, that there is 
a God; second of all, that that God 
grants basic fundamental rights to all 
people; and lastly, the job of civil gov-
ernment is to protect those rights. 

Now, if you take a look at that equa-
tion then you say, well, what does that 
mean? Well, first of all, we can take 
away from that the fact that if you 
take God out of the equation, you don’t 
have any fundamental rights and the 
whole American system starts to come 
unglued. 

Second of all, you notice that the 
rights are not just Americans’ rights. 
These are rights for all human beings. 
This is a powerful idea. This idea is 
being exported overseas, and other peo-
ple are enthused and caught up in the 
possibility that there is a gracious, lov-
ing God that gives fundamental rights 
to all people. 

Another rather straightforward con-
clusion would be this: that a govern-
ment that does not protect the most 
fundamental right, the right of life, is 
a government that is not doing its job. 
It is broken. And for those of us in 
America over these years to have toler-
ated selling the lives of our unborn 
down the river of convenience, we have 
violated the most fundamental and 
basic logic of what America has always 
stood for. 

Abortion is so un-American. It’s 
something that people weren’t paying 
attention on, and the Court slipped it 
in on them, and pretty soon people 
started to wake up and say, Oh, my 
goodness, this is horrible. And all 
across America, people are starting 
now to wake up. 

Now, because of the nature of the 
way that the Court usurped their power 
and authority and decided to take the 
power to themselves to create law out 
of thin air, we have one of the most po-
larizing issues that has confronted our 
Nation since the days of slavery. And 
yet, just as slavery is fundamentally 
un-American, so, even more so, any-
thing that violates the most funda-
mental right, the right to life, is con-

trary to everything that Americans 
have stood for and fought for. 

Now, some people are aware of the 
fact, now that we’re engaged in a great 
war, a war against terrorists, should 
that surprise us? Well, think about it a 
little bit. What is it that terrorists be-
lieve? Terrorists believe that, hey, it’s 
okay to blow up a few people to make 
a political statement. 

And what do we believe? We believe 
right to life is a fundamental, God- 
given right. We are completely on the 
opposite side of the page of the ter-
rorist. The terrorist is a terrorist. And 
what does that mean? Well, it means 
he wants to compel you into doing 
something because you’re so afraid of 
him. That’s not very similar, is it, to 
what we believe; that God gives people 
the right to life and then the right to 
liberty. The right to liberty is to be 
able to follow your own conscience 
without being terrorized by some oppo-
nent. So it is no big surprise that we 
fight the terrorists because they are 
fundamentally un-American. And yet 
we have terrorists in our own culture 
called abortionists. 

One of the good pieces of news why 
we are winning this war is because 
there are not enough heartless doctors 
being graduated from medical schools. 
There is a real shortage of abortionists. 
Who wants to be at the very bottom of 
the food chain of the medical profes-
sion? And what sort of these places do 
these bottom-of-the-food-chain doctors 
work in? Places that are really a pit. 
You find that along with the culture of 
death go all kinds of other 
lawbreaking, the not following good 
sanitary procedures, giving abortions 
to women who are not actually preg-
nant, cheating on taxes, all these kinds 
of things, the misuse of anesthetic so 
that people die or almost die. All of 
these things are common practice. And 
all that information is available for 
America. And the day is coming when 
this public discussion will continue and 
America will say we’re tired of abor-
tion because it’s so fundamentally un- 
American. And this, like a bad night-
mare, will pass away, and there will be 
a day, just as there is today, where 
people say who would ever support 
slavery. In the future there will be a 
day when men will say who would ever 
have supported something so un-Amer-
ican as abortion. 

I’m so thankful for the gentlelady for 
her leadership and for allowing us to 
have a time to engage in this public 
discussion, something that’s not going 
to be done by political tricks, but by 
the conscience of the American public 
being raised to the point where they 
say, No more. The bad dream is over. 
We are going to once again honor what 
Americans have always stood for, the 
God-given right to life and liberty and 
the pursuit of happiness. 

God bless you. 
Mrs. BACHMANN. Thank you, Mr. 

AKIN. It was a delight to be able to 
hear you speak, Mr. AKIN. I know the 
people of Missouri’s Second are hon-

ored that you are their Member of Con-
gress. That was certainly a heartfelt 
emotion that you shared with us at the 
microphone, and I thank you for bring-
ing what for many Americans is the 
pivotal watershed issue of our day, and 
I thank you for speaking so eloquently 
to that. 

We have next before us this evening 
during this hour, Mr. JEB HENSARLING 
from Texas’ Fifth District. 

Mr. HENSARLING is a very special 
Member of Congress to me. He is my 
mentor here and is a giant among men 
in many ways. He’s a giant in my eyes, 
and a giant I know for his wife, a giant 
for his two children. 

He lives the words that he speaks on 
a daily basis. There is no greater testi-
mony that any man or any woman 
could ever have is the testimony of 
their life, and that, Mr. HENSARLING, he 
knows very well. 

And so with that, I yield to Mr. JEB 
HENSARLING of Texas’ Fifth District. 

Mr. HENSARLING. I certainly thank 
the gentlelady for yielding. I thank her 
for those kind words. And I must 
admit, at 5′6″, I’m rarely referred to as 
a giant, but I certainly take it as a 
great compliment. 

The gentlelady from Minnesota has 
done great work in this body. I’m hon-
ored to serve with her, and I hope her 
constituents are very proud of the 
work that she has done. She has been a 
leader on so many issues from day one, 
and I thank her especially on probably 
the most fundamental question we 
have in American society today, for 
helping lead this Special Order today 
on the whole question of life. 

Mr. Speaker, I need not tell you that 
millions of people all across America 
are reflecting upon that Supreme Court 
decision of decades ago, Roe v. Wade. 
Many Americans are celebrating. Many 
others are mourning. I am mourning. I 
mourn that decision. 

I’m not naive. I know this question 
represents one of the great political 
fault lines in America today, and I 
know many of my countrymen feel 
quite differently than I do. But I just 
believe in my heart, I believe in my 
head, that there is no more funda-
mental right that we have than the 
right to life. And it is enshrined in our 
very founding documents that we were 
created. Our creator brought us into 
this world with certain unalienable 
rights, including the right to life. 

Now, again, Mr. Speaker, I can come 
to no other conclusion in my head, in 
my heart, than but life begins at con-
ception. And I don’t understand my 
countrymen who come to different con-
clusions. I don’t hate these people. I 
don’t disparage them. But I have great 
sadness about what has occurred be-
cause of their beliefs; that millions of 
our countrymen are not here today to 
take that first breath, to take that 
first walk, to go into that first dance 
recital, to hit that first baseball, to put 
together that first two plus two equals 
four, I did it daddy. Millions and mil-
lions of our fellow countrymen will 
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never experience that moment because 
of what I believe to be a very wrong-
headed and a very unconstitutional de-
cision made many, many years ago. 

And so Mr. Speaker, a battle con-
tinues in this great body as a battle 
continues all across our land. And it’s 
not just a battle to change laws. It is a 
battle to change the hearts and minds 
of our countrymen. And again, it’s 
something that I take as an article of 
faith. But Mr. Speaker, if there’s any 
parent in this body who has seen that 
sonogram when your baby is just weeks 
old, to see that beating heart, to see 
those little fingers, to see those little 
toes, and know that you have this 
great privilege that God Almighty has 
entrusted you with this gift to nurture 
this life, how you see that and turn 
your back on it is beyond me, is abso-
lutely beyond me. 

b 2100 

And so, Mr. Speaker, there have been 
others who have come here tonight 
who are far more eloquent than am I. 

But, Mr. Speaker, I just want to, one, 
thank all of the fellow members of the 
Republican Study Committee that I 
have the great honor of chairing in this 
institution, really the conservative 
caucus in this House. I want to thank 
them for raising their voice on the sin-
gle most important issue we face as a 
society, and that is the definition of 
the right to life. I want to thank them 
for coming to this body to do this. 

And Mr. Speaker, I believe that I 
have a lot of blessings in life. I am not 
sure I will ever have a greater privilege 
than serving in the United States 
House. I enjoy coming to the floor of 
this institution and being able to talk 
about my beliefs and my vision for this 
great Republic. 

Like some of us, we have the oppor-
tunity to occasionally meet with the 
President of the United States and tell 
the most powerful man in the world 
what our views are. We have opportuni-
ties to salute people who deserve rec-
ognition. We have all kinds of opportu-
nities that give us a lot of self-satisfac-
tion. 

But no matter how many speeches I 
give on the House floor, no matter how 
many opportunities I have to meet 
with the President in the Oval Office, 
Mr. Speaker, those opportunities pale, 
absolutely pale in comparison to the 
opportunity that I have each week to 
fly home to Dallas, Texas, and have my 
5-year-old daughter and my 4-year-old 
son run into my arms saying, ‘‘Daddy, 
Daddy, Daddy. We missed you.’’ 

And it’s just one more reminder, Mr. 
Speaker, of how critical and how pre-
cious human life is, and it transcends 
all of the other debates that we have in 
this institution. 

And so, again, I want to thank all of 
my fellow members of the Republican 
Study Committee. I want to thank the 
gentlelady from Minnesota adding her 
leadership and her eloquent voice here 
tonight. I wish I knew what I could say 
to reach out to my follow citizens and 

try to convince them to treasure 
human life and to understand how pre-
cious it is. 

And often when we hear in the debate 
in this institution that we ought to do 
it for the least of these, truly, truly 
unborn life is the least of these. Let us 
recognize it. Let us hold it precious. 
And let us live up to our constitutional 
responsibilities, and let us live up to 
our responsibilities from the Creator 
and grant our follow citizens that pre-
cious right to life. 

And so the battle goes on, Mr. Speak-
er. There has been some progress. 
There are fewer abortions in the land 
today than there was previously. 

So I continue to be optimistic. I 
could not serve in this body unless I 
was an optimist. There is much work 
to be done. But I see a day, it may not 
be in my life, Mr. Speaker, but maybe 
in the life of my children, maybe in the 
life of my grandchildren, should I be 
blessed with any, that one day all 
Americans will somehow lock arms and 
lock hearts and decide that they will 
protect and defend that unalienable 
right to life; and I thank the 
gentlelady for yielding. 

Ms. BACHMANN. Mr. Speaker, I 
want to thank Mr. HENSARLING from 
Texas’ Fifth District. He has confirmed 
once again to me, Mr. Speaker, that 
not only is he a giant among men here 
in this body, but he is a gentle giant, 
and those are the greatest of all. 

I think I have seen a tenderness here 
this evening, a softness and an elo-
quence that he speaks, the 
foundational nature of the issue that 
we are grappling tonight. There is a 
sweet sorrow, if you will, regarding 
this subject because we are talking 
about something that is dealing with 
the foundational nature of this country 
and yet of all humanity, and that is 
life and what we will do with life. 

And I jotted down just a few words 
before I came up to manage this hour. 
And I wrote down that every genera-
tion, Mr. Speaker, seems to grapple 
with an issue that transcends all oth-
ers. That issue for 31 years has been 
whether government will protect from 
destruction life, innocent human life. 

Our American landscape has changed 
so dramatically over these last 31 
years. I was in high school when the 
Roe v. Wade decision came down. I hate 
to admit I was so ignorant when I was 
a junior in high school, I didn’t even 
know what abortion meant. I didn’t 
even know what it was. What inno-
cence that time was in the early seven-
ties here in the United States. 

In that time, Mr. Speaker, we have 
lost 50 million fellow Americans, and 
now we’ve lost the children, some of 
whom those 50 million would have 
borne. There are 50 million women 
whose bodies were violated by the hor-
rific violence that we call here in this 
chamber abortion. There are 50 million 
men who have lost out on the tremen-
dous privilege and joy of fatherhood, 
and our Nation today is poorer because 
we’re missing, Mr. Speaker, 50 million 
fellow Americans, so sadly. 

An inordinate number of these 50 
million Americans are children of 
color. We needed those children of 
color in our Nation. We needed those 
African American babies, those Latino 
babies, those Asian babies. We need 
them, Mr. Speaker, in our Nation. 

And we mourn together the loss of 
these priceless treasures that would 
have woven a beautiful tapestry of hu-
manity even here in our midst. Yes, we 
mourn with a great sadness, but we 
also rejoice, and we also take great joy 
in the fact that today, even now, we’re 
making a down payment because today 
is a new day. 

It’s a new day for a future of change, 
and it’s my hope and my prayer that it 
is today, Mr. Speaker, that the words 
that are spoken on this floor would 
captivate the attention of young 
women and young men across our Na-
tion, young people who may have had 
the chance to turn this show this 
evening on television, who would 
choose to respect their bodies and 
would choose to respect their sexuality 
and choose to respect their fertility be-
cause fertility is a gift. It’s not a given. 
It’s a gift. 

Ask those people who can’t have chil-
dren. Ask women with love who would 
love to bear a child but can’t, young 
people who will choose to be givers in 
this Nation, givers to one another in 
love, givers to themselves, givers to 
our Nation and givers to the next gen-
eration of Americans. 

Today, earlier, I had the great privi-
lege of being in my home State of Min-
nesota. I went up to the steps of our 
State capitol. Thousands of Minneso-
tans had gathered. You think it’s cold 
in Washington, DC? There is nothing 
like a March For Life rally in the State 
of Minnesota. It was sub-zero. I wasn’t 
wearing boots. I had a wool overcoat 
on, and in a moment, my feet were tin-
gling, freezing cold. There were thou-
sands that were there that had braved 
sub-zero freezing temperatures, holding 
signs, from cities across the State of 
Minnesota because they wanted to be 
there to choose life, Mr. Speaker, and 
march for the greatest gift that any of 
us have ever had, the gift of life. 

I want to take these few minutes 
right now to thank the Americans and 
the people across the globe who have 
chosen to adopt children. There is no 
such thing in this country as an un-
wanted child. There is no such thing. 
There is a line a mile long of men and 
women who would give anything to-
night to adopt a child. Yes, even the 
less than a perfect child there’s a mile 
long group of people who would say me, 
let me, just like Mother Theresa of 
India who said give them to me and I 
will take these children. 

Thank you to those who have chosen 
to give life, and whether you kept that 
child or blessed another family with a 
child, thank you for choosing life to-
night. 

I want to thank parents who have 
chosen to be foster parents, who have 
taken children in less than ideal situa-
tions, or parents that couldn’t cope 
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with a child who was difficult. I thank 
the foster parents who have opened 
your hearts, opened your arms, opened 
your homes, who’ve inconvenienced 
yourselves, but yet, you have chosen a 
better way, to give life in a different 
sort of way to children in foster homes. 

I also want to thank the women who 
have chosen life and the parents who 
have encouraged their young daughters 
or their sons to be supportive of women 
in a situation where they didn’t know 
if they would choose life or if they 
would choose to take life. I thank the 
parents. 

It’s easy when your child is suffering 
with an unplanned pregnancy to say 
it’s okay, I’ll support you, I’ll take you 
to that abortion clinic, I will pay for 
that abortion. But they don’t always 
recognize that there is a price that 
that young woman will pay for the rest 
of her life in her emotion because her 
arms will be forever empty, and she’ll 
know that there is a baby that could 
have been hers and yet was not, or a 
young man who knows he could have 
been a father to that baby. 

Parents, think again. Taking the 
easy way isn’t always the easy way, 
Mr. Speaker, and for boyfriends who 
just heard the news that their 
girlfriend is pregnant, oh, my gosh, of 
course I will pay for the abortion you 
say, let’s do that. You don’t need this; 
I don’t need this. We’ve got a whole life 
in front of us. Who needs this? We can 
do this. I will borrow the money from 
my parents, the boyfriend might say, 
Mr. Speaker, or yet he might say I’ll 
drop you if you don’t have this abor-
tion. I’ll leave you. I’ll walk out on 
you. 

There’s another way. There’s another 
choice. There’s a choice called life, and 
it may be inconvenient and it may be 
embarrassing and it may be expensive, 
and yes, it will change your life and 
there may be pain, but there will be joy 
when you hear that first cry, when you 
hold that hand that literally covers 
your finger. And when you look in 
those eyes and you stroke that silky 
hair, there is nothing like that baby 
that you will see, and it will change 
your life as a young man. It will 
change your life as a young woman. 

That baby has the power to change 
America. Every baby has the power to 
change this country. They are Amer-
ica’s greatest natural resource. 

I thank my parents, David and Jean, 
who gave me life. I thank my husband 
who stood by me with our five babies 
and who stood by me when we lost a 
baby. I thank you for standing by me 
when we didn’t know if we could go on 
anymore, and I thank you for stepping 
up to the plate, for being willing to 
bring 23 foster children into our home 
so we could offer an alternative for 
those children and hopefully give them 
a down payment on a future and on a 
hope. 

These remarks that we gave here to-
night are not about condemning any-
one. Who could? Who could? I couldn’t 
condemn anyone. Who could? But it’s 

about lifting up people. We’re here to 
lift up people. These remarks tonight 
weren’t given to judge anyone. Who 
could? We’re here to heal and offer a 
healing alternative. 

That’s why recently I introduced a 
bill, and it’s a bipartisan bill. Demo-
crats are on this bill. Republicans are 
on this bill. This is not partisan. This 
is about life, and this is about human-
ity and choosing the best that are 
among us, and in the Positive Alter-
natives Act, we just say something 
very simply. It says that today there 
are tax dollars that go to Planned Par-
enthood, the largest provider of abor-
tion in the United States. Tax dollars 
go to Planned Parenthood. 

There are not tax dollars that go to 
life care centers in this country, and 
we want to change that. We want to 
level the playing field. 

b 2115 

And we want to give a positive alter-
native all across this great country so 
that there is a chance for men and 
women to say, let me think about this. 
Maybe I don’t want to choose death. 
Maybe I want to choose something 
else. Maybe there’s someone out there 
who can help me through a difficult 
time, who could help me with my med-
ical needs, who could help me to get a 
job, who could help me get some edu-
cation, who could help me get clothes 
on my back, who could help me if I 
want to keep this baby, who could help 
me if I want to give this baby to a fam-
ily who maybe doesn’t have a baby. It’s 
just common decency to allow for an 
alternative that leads to life and not 
lead to guilt and to death, and perhaps 
remorse that even a lifetime could 
never erase. 

We are such a great country, Mr. 
Speaker. I know you feel that way, I 
know you do. And we’re a blessed coun-
try. Let’s choose life. Let’s choose the 
better way. It’s the American way. 

Mr. MANZULLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise in this 
hour to speak for the millions of innocent 
voices that have been silenced due to the 
passage of Roe v. Wade on this day, 35 years 
ago. 

Since the passage of Roe v. Wade, the Na-
tional Right to Life estimates that nearly. 50 
million lives have been lost. This number is 
staggering. 

What do the deaths of 50 million children, 
say about the state of our Nation? It says that 
the Declaration of Independence is no longer 
absolute, as its ‘‘unalienable’’ right to life only 
applies when it is convenient. It says that Con-
gress can make a Federal crime out of roost-
ers crossing State lines, but when a defense-
less child is taken across state lines to have 
an abortion, it is merely a ‘‘right’’—a choice 
being exercised. It says that seven unelected 
Supreme Court justices ignored the separation 
of powers, and appointed themselves as a su-
perior legislature in order to decide the abor-
tion issue. 

But what is the good news? The good news 
is that citizens who believe that the Constitu-
tion protects life in all its seasons have worked 
to educate the public about abortion and the 
biological development of the unborn child, as 

well as to provide support and options for 
women when they need it the most. As a re-
sult, abortion numbers continue to drop from a 
high of over 1.6 million in 1990 to 1.2 million 
in 2005—proving that when given the right op-
tions and the whole truth about abortion, many 
women will choose life. 

However, even as the pro-life movement 
continues to have an impact all over the 
United States, science has opened other 
doors that threaten the sanctity of life in the 
United States. Mass production of cloned em-
bryos to be destroyed in research promotes 
the same principle as abortion—that human 
life only matters when it is chosen to matter. 
We must continue to be vigilant in protecting 
human life at its creation—whether in the 
womb or in the lab. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mrs. BACHMANN. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
in this body may have 5 legislative 
days in which to revise and extend 
their remarks and include extraneous 
material on the subject of this Special 
Order today. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Minnesota? 

There was no objection. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois (at the request 
of Mr. HOYER) for today and January 
23, 2008. 

Mr. WATT (at the request of Mr. 
HOYER) for today on account of travel 
delays. 

Mr. SHERMAN (at the request of Mr. 
HOYER) for today and January 23, 2008. 

Mr. RUSH (at the request of Mr. 
HOYER) for today and January 23, 2008. 

Mrs. NAPOLITANO (at the request of 
Mr. HOYER) for today and January 23, 
2008. 

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD (at the request 
of Mr. HOYER) for today on account of 
illness. 

Mr. GARY G. MILLER of California (at 
the request of Mr. BOEHNER) for today 
and the balance of the week on account 
of personal reasons due to family mat-
ters. 

Mr. LUCAS (at the request of Mr. 
BOEHNER) for today on account of fam-
ily illness. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED 

By unanimous consent, permission to 
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders 
heretofore entered, was granted to: 

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. PALLONE) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:) 

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. CUMMINGS, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. YARMUTH, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. KAPTUR, for 5 minutes, today. 
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