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the United States to be three to four 
times higher than that of white 
women. Because of this, the United 
States ranks 41st in the world, with 
many poorer countries having lower 
mortality rates. 

Reducing maternal mortality is the 
fifth Millennium Goal and we are so far 
from reaching it. Last year, Johnson & 
Johnson and the Government of Nor-
way stepped up in a big way to help. 

Just having celebrated Mother’s Day, 
this is a good time for other companies 
and other countries, especially ours, to 
make sure we meet this goal and keep 
our, and all, mothers alive. 

f 

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK AND NA-
TIONAL PEACE OFFICERS MEMO-
RIAL DAY 

(Mr. CHABOT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, as we 
take time to recognize the contribu-
tions of more than 900,000 Federal, 
State and local law enforcement offi-
cials who serve this Nation and the 
more than 18,000 who have lost their 
lives over the years, I want to express 
my deep appreciation to the law en-
forcement officials who keep the resi-
dents of the First District of Ohio safe 
and secure. 

Each day, police officers put their 
lives on the line to ensure that our 
laws are enforced and our communities 
are safe. Too often their critical work 
goes overlooked and underappreciated. 

I would like to thank those who dedi-
cate themselves each day, as well as 
honor those who have fallen in the line 
of duty, for their sacrifices and dedica-
tion to our families, our communities, 
and our Nation. 

I urge my colleagues to recognize the 
efforts of law enforcement officials in 
their communities and nationwide by 
supporting National Police Week and 
National Peace Officers Memorial Day. 

f 

CALLING ATTENTION TO 
MATERNAL HEALTH 

(Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to add my voice 
in support for keeping women around 
the world alive by ensuring they have 
access to basic maternal health care 
services. 

We are blessed to live in a country 
where women can access prenatal and 
obstetric care, but that’s not the case 
everywhere. In fact, more than half a 
million women die every year of preg-
nancy-related causes, along with near-
ly 10 million newborns and infants. 
Most of these deaths are preventable 
and needless. 

All women deserve the right to go 
through pregnancy and childbirth 
without fear of losing their life. Basic 
access to maternal health care is a 

human right that must no longer be ig-
nored. 

I want to thank Congresswoman 
CAPPS for sponsoring House Resolution 
1022, which recognizes the need for 
quality health care for moms in the 
U.S. as well as around the world. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
honor mothers by investing in the nec-
essary health care to keep them 
healthy and alive. 

f 

COAL 

(Mr. LATTA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, our Na-
tion’s industrial revolution was pow-
ered by coal, and with the current 
state of our energy market, coal should 
receive the attention it deserves. It is 
an important energy source for our 
country. 

Coal is the United States’ most abun-
dant and efficient fuel source, and we 
hold over one-quarter of the world’s 
coal reserves. The energy content of 
the Nation’s coal reserves exceeds that 
of all the world’s known oil reserves. In 
my home State of Ohio, we have re-
serves that will last for 250 years. 

Coal provides more than half the 
electricity consumed by Americans. 
And work is currently being done in 
my district to develop coal gasifi-
cation, which is a process that in-
creases the efficiency of coal within a 
closed system. 

The current Democratic leadership in 
Congress refuses to invest money into 
the coal gasification process, while 
China at the same time is investing $24 
billion into the same technology. 

We must embrace all forms of energy 
to keep our economy and products 
competitive with the rest of the world. 

f 

IMPROVING MATERNAL HEALTH 

(Mrs. CAPPS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, this past 
weekend we celebrated Mother’s Day. I 
was fortunate enough to celebrate with 
my children and grandchildren. Sadly, 
many women never get the chance to 
celebrate this day with their family. 

Throughout the world, a woman dies 
every single minute in childbirth. I 
think most of our congressional col-
leagues would be shocked to learn that 
this problem isn’t faced by women in 
developing nations alone. The United 
States ranks 41st in the world, lower 
than all other industrialized nations, 
when it comes to maternal mortality. 
Let us use this opportunity, while 
Mother’s Day is fresh in our minds, to 
renew our commitment to improving 
maternal health both at home and 
abroad. 

I thank the 117 of our colleagues in 
the House of Representatives for co-
sponsoring House Resolution 1022, a 
resolution underscoring our challenges 

and urging us all to support the goal of 
a safe and healthy childbirth for every 
mother and baby here in the United 
States and all around the world. 

f 

DOMESTIC FUEL PRODUCTION 

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PITTS. On April 24, 2006, while 
campaigning to become Speaker of the 
House, the Democrat leader said, 
‘‘Democrats have a commonsense plan 
to help bring down skyrocketing gas 
prices.’’ 

On the day the Democrats took con-
trol of Congress in January of 2007, gas 
in my home State of Pennsylvania was 
averaging $2.37 a gallon. Today, it’s 
averaging over $3.75 a gallon. 

Many people have taken to calling 
this $1.38 increase the ‘‘Pelosi pre-
mium.’’ This Congress has yet to do 
anything substantive to help American 
families who are paying nearly $4 a gal-
lon at the pump. 

The Democrats in Congress have been 
voting against increasing domestic oil 
and natural gas production as well as 
domestic refining capacity for years. 
This is a matter of supply and demand. 
We have billions of barrels of oil in 
Alaska and in the deep waters off the 
Outer Continental Shelf right here in 
the United States. Yet, due mostly to 
the Democratic opposition, we have 
been unable to access these vast re-
sources. We should take steps now to 
increase production. 

f 

IN HONOR OF ASIAN PACIFIC 
AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH 

(Ms. MATSUI asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to commemorate May as Asian 
Pacific American Heritage Month. 

There are over 15 million Asian 
Americans living in the United States, 
from the early Chinese, Japanese, Ko-
rean and Filipino immigrants to recent 
Vietnamese, Laotian and Hmong com-
munities. The United States has bene-
fited many ways from the contribu-
tions of these diverse cultures. 

Through the telling of the Asian Pa-
cific American experience, we illu-
minate the quality of opportunity that 
makes our country the wonderful place 
it is. From community involvement to 
business entrepreneurship, many 
Americans of Asian descent came to 
this country with very little and have 
been able to achieve the American 
Dream. 

Asian Americans have also played a 
critical role in protecting our free-
doms. During World War II, the Federal 
Government chose to intern 120,000 
Americans of Japanese descent, includ-
ing my mother and father and their en-
tire families. The country learned the 
importance of balancing civil liberties 
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with national security, and today, 
more than ever, we must be aware of 
the significance of this fine balance. 

I am proud to honor the courageous 
Americans who fight against injustice 
and recognize the strength and 
vibrance of our country. 

f 

FARM BILL 

(Mrs. MUSGRAVE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. MUSGRAVE. Mr. Speaker, 
today we’re going to be talking about 
the farm bill. There will be many criti-
cisms of the farm bill, but I proudly 
stand in support of this farm bill. 
Rural America is looking to us to 
make sure that there is a safety net for 
agriculture in this country. 

Reforms were asked for by our 
Speaker and by people on both sides of 
the aisle. This farm bill increases fund-
ing to food banks when they’re suf-
fering—dire need right now—it in-
creases funding by $1.2 billion. 

The farm bill increases funding to 
conservation programs. These pro-
grams are very important to people 
around the Nation. And we know that 
farmers are the very best stewards of 
the land. It provides incentives for 
them when they implement innovative 
soil and water conservation programs. 

The farm bill increases investment in 
alternative energy research. We know 
that one of the number one concerns of 
America right now is that we lessen 
our dependence on foreign oil. But I be-
lieve the most important thing about 
this farm bill is that it does provide 
Americans with a safe and reliable food 
supply. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Ms. 
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate has passed with an 
amendment in which the concurrence 
of the House is requested, a bill of the 
House of the following title: 

H.R. 3121. An act to restore the financial 
solvency of the national flood insurance pro-
gram and to provide for such program to 
make available multiperil coverage for dam-
age resulting from windstorms and floods, 
and for other purposes. 

f 

ASIAN PACIFIC AMERICAN 
HERITAGE MONTH 

(Ms. LEE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, as a proud as-
sociate member of the Congressional 
Asian Pacific American Caucus chaired 
by a great leader, Congressman MIKE 
HONDA of California, I rise today to 
join my colleagues in celebrating Asian 
Pacific American Heritage Month. 

Countless Asian Pacific Americans 
have contributed to our history, cul-
ture and economy. We could not be the 

Nation that we are today without the 
contributions of the Asian Pacific 
American community. 

My home State of California has the 
largest and fastest growing Asian 
American population with 4.6 million 
people. I represent a wonderful and di-
verse mix of Asian Pacific Americans 
who are proud of their cultural herit-
age and who share a strong link to peo-
ple in their home countries. We have 
many festivals that share music, food, 
dance, culture, art and customs with 
the entire Bay Area. 

On behalf of my constituents, I also 
want to take this moment to express 
my great sadness for the recent trage-
dies that just occurred in Burma and 
China. My heart and prayers go out to 
the millions of people who have been 
affected by these natural disasters. 

I especially want to extend my con-
dolences to the families who have lost 
loved ones. The people of my district 
and I will do everything we can to help 
with the relief and recovery efforts 
during this tragic time. 

f 

b 1030 

MAJOR GENERAL CHARLES D. 
BARRETT 

(Mr. KUHL of New York asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. KUHL of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize the life and 
astounding contributions of Major Gen-
eral Charles D. Barrett, a resident of 
the 29th Congressional District of New 
York, who recently died. 

Major General Barrett began his 
military career early in life, enrolling 
in the ROTC program while a student 
at Cornell University. He entered ac-
tive duty in 1956 and served as a shop 
officer and company commander for 17 
months with the Eighth Army in 
Korea. 

During his four-plus decades of serv-
ice to this country, he accumulated 
many honors, including the Distin-
guished Service Medal, the Meritorious 
Service Medal, and the Army Com-
mendation Medal. These medals exem-
plify the service, sacrifice, and the 
courage of this hero and represent 
Major General Barrett as a man who 
put his country before himself, a man 
who answered the call when the Nation 
needed him most, and a man who rep-
resented the best that America had to 
offer. 

Major General Barrett served his 
country with pride, with honor, and 
with bravery, and there is nothing 
more noble than a person who is will-
ing to commit themselves to a cause as 
important as defending our country. 

Today I honor Major General Charles 
Barrett and all the brave men and 
women who volunteer to fight for what 
is good and right about our country. 

FUND SCIENCE, NOT WEAPONS OF 
WAR 

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, today or 
sometime this week, this House will 
vote on additional funds for the wars in 
the Middle East, Iraq and Afghanistan. 
I wish there was an opportunity for me 
to vote for funds to support our troops 
in Afghanistan, who are making an ef-
fort in defeating the Taliban and seek-
ing out Osama bin Laden, the perpetra-
tors of 9/11. However, the bills are 
drawn together; so I will vote ‘‘no.’’ 

And I feel at this time we know the 
war in Iraq is going in the wrong direc-
tion, but I also know that there are 
catastrophic illnesses and diseases on 
mankind and womenkind in our world, 
and a great country should use its re-
sources for the best purposes, not 
weapons of war but use our science and 
our intelligence to find ways to con-
quer disease. 

I had polio when I was a child, and if 
we had put more money into helping 
Jonas Salk, maybe I would not have 
had polio. It was months after Salk’s 
vaccine was introduced. 

I lost a friend to cancer last week, 
Thomas Boggs. There will be a time 
when people lose friends to cancer that 
could have been cured if we had put 
more money into research earlier. Dia-
betes, Parkinson’s, heart disease. In 
Memphis we have St. Jude Children’s 
Hospital looking for cures to illnesses 
and diseases. 

A great country should do great 
things. I encourage us to not fund war 
but to fund science. 

f 

ISRAEL’S 60TH ANNIVERSARY 
(Mrs. BACHMANN asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. BACHMANN. Mr. Speaker, it 
was 60 years ago today that nothing 
short of a miracle occurred. A nation 
arose in a day seemingly in fulfillment 
of the words of the Prophet Isaiah. 
That nation is the State of Israel. 

In 70 A.D., Rome sacked Jerusalem, 
and the diaspora of the Jews occurred. 
History teaches that when a people are 
five generations removed from their 
homeland, the nation ceases. Yet after 
2,000 years, Israel was reborn and today 
has reclaimed its language, people, and 
has once again become a land flowing 
with milk and honey. 

May God bless Israel. Happy 60th 
birthday to the State of Israel and 
many, many more. 

f 

RECOGNIZING ASIAN PACIFIC 
AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH 

(Mr. HONDA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, as Chair of 
the Congressional Asian Pacific Amer-
ican Caucus, I rise today to recognize 
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