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So tonight, Madam Speaker, may we each
remind ourselves that our own days in this
sunshine of life are also numbered and that all
too soon each one of us will walk from these
Chambers for the very last time.

And if it should be that this Congress is al-
lowed to convene on yet another day to come,
may that be the day when we finally hear the
cries of innocent unborn children. May that be
the day when we find the humanity, the cour-
age, and the will to embrace together our
human and our constitutional duty to protect
these, the least of our tiny, litle American
brothers and sisters from this murderous
scourge upon our Nation called abortion on
demand.

It is May 13, 2008, 12,895 days since Roe
versus Wade first stained the foundation of
this Nation with the blood of its own children,
this in the land of the free and the home of the
brave.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. MORAN of Kansas addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. GILCHREST)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. GILCHREST addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———
ENERGY INDEPENDENCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Madam
Speaker, just a little while ago, we
voted to suspend the acquisition of pe-
troleum for the Strategic Petroleum
Reserve and for other purposes, a bill,
H.R. 6022, which is going to take about
70,000 barrels of oil a day that would be
going into the petroleum reserve and
put it into the market for Americans
to use in gasoline and other products.

It sounded very good and I voted for
it because it is one small step, if you
can call it a small step, in the right di-
rection, but it’s really not going to
solve the problem.

The problem we have is that the
United States is not energy inde-
pendent. We have been talking about
energy independence for the last 35 to
40 years, and we haven’t done anything
about it.

This House, and primarily the Demo-
crat party, is being held hostage by the
environmental lobby that won’t allow
us to drill in places like the ANWR in
Alaska. Alaska is three-and-a-half
times the size of Texas. It’s huge. I've
been up to Alaska. Drilling up there in
the ANWR isn’t going to hurt anybody
or anything. And I cannot understand
why we can’t get 1 million to 2 million
barrels of oil a day out of there that
would help the American people see the
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price of their gasoline and other fuel
products reduced dramatically.

We can’t drill off the continental
shelf, even 100 miles out, because of the
environmental lobby, and yet Fidel
Castro, and his brother Raul Castro, 90
miles off of the Florida shore, can drill
within 45 miles or 50 miles of the
United States of America and actually
drill into oil reserves that we have
down in that area. In other words, tak-
ing our oil reserves and pumping them
out of that area and into their coffers,
and they’re selling that under contract
to China, our oil reserves that we could
drill for down in the area between us
and Cuba.

We also have such dependency on the
Middle East it isn’t even funny. We
have dependency on Venezuela. One of
our chief adversaries now is the Presi-
dent of Venezuela, and he controls in
large part the price of oil and gasoline
in this country, as do the people in the
Middle East that have great oil re-
serves and are pumping it.

And it’s extremely important, in my
opinion, that we do something about
becoming energy independent. We talk
about it all the time. We talk about
moving toward other forms of energy
and I’'m for that, but it’s going to take
time for that transition to take place.
And in the meantime, the environ-
mental lobby is blocking us from drill-
ing in the ANWR, drilling offshore on
the continental shelf, and allowing our
enemies to make a huge profit at our
expense.

The gasoline prices that the Amer-
ican people are paying today is a direct
result of us caving in this country to
the environmental lobby year after
year after year. We could move dra-
matically toward energy independence
if we could just pass an energy bill that
would allow us to use our resources.

And we come to this floor and talk
about it all the time, and the American
people are getting a steady diet that
President Bush is responsible for the
high gas prices. That’s absolutely ab-
surd. The reason the gas prices are as
high as they are today is because we
can’t drill the oil out of our country
and get our reserves to the market so
that the gas prices can be reduced.

We can’t do it because the Demo-
cratic party primarily is caving in
after year after year to the environ-
mental lobby, and we can extract oil
out of the ANWR and off the conti-
nental shelf in an environmentally safe
way. So, if the people of this country
are really concerned about gas prices,
they ought to find where the fault real-
ly lies, and that is with this Congress
and the liberals who are controlled by
the environmental lobby and will not
allow us to drill to get the oil reserves
that we have in our country and off the
continental shelf.

It’s a tragic shame, and I just wish
the American people could get the in-
formation and the drive-by media, as
Mr. Limbaugh calls it, would report
the facts as they are. We have the abil-
ity to move toward energy independ-
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ence, and we don’t do it year after year
after year, and we continue to be de-
pendent on foreign oil. That’s one of
the main reasons why the price of gaso-
line is approaching $4 a gallon.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. BURGESS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURGESS addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——————

ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Colorado (Mr. TANCREDO)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. TANCREDO. Madam Speaker,
earlier a gentleman who addressed the
House talked about the issue of voter
fraud, and he was concerned about the
fact that there were States that were
actually trying to do something about
it using voter IDs in order to make
sure that the person who is at the polls
is, in fact, who they say they are.

Now, we may think that there is no
such thing as voter fraud. The fact is
that unfortunately there’s an enor-
mous amount of voter fraud. I recalled
as I was listening to the gentleman
speak on this issue, and I cannot re-
member now the county, but I remem-
ber hearing about a county that sent
out a notice to all of its citizens with
regard to being empaneled as jurors.
And of course, one of the questions
they asked on this is whether or not
you were a citizen, and if you checked
that, then you were not eligible to sit
on a jury.

Well, they then went and took the in-
formation apparently and looked at the
voter information rolls, and there were
hundreds of people that had identified
themselves as not citizens for the pur-
pose of serving on a jury because they
didn’t want to do that, because they
were not citizens and they were willing
to say so, and on the other hand, they
had registered to vote because they
also wanted to do that. That was okay
with them.

Of course, this is in just one par-
ticular county, and as I say, I can’t re-
call it now, but I just was thinking
about that as I heard him because
there are all kinds of things that are
happening throughout this country and
have been happening for a long time
that attack the whole concept of citi-
zenship.

We keep taking things away from
that idea of what it means to be a cit-
izen, bestowing these same privileges
on anyone who happens to be here.
Simply a resident, that’s all it takes
anymore.

There are cities, of course, that call
themselves sanctuary cities and allow
people who are not even legally present
in this country the ability to have all
kinds of services, to stay essentially
hidden from the authorities because
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they have broken the law by entering
this country without our permission,
but they are given this special sanc-
tuary status, and they were given not
only that but a lot of other kinds of
benefits.

Recently, just as sort of the, I don’t
know, one of these I can’t believe it’s
true stories that I hear almost every
single day, something happened in Los
Angeles that really points out again
the fact that we are moving ever more
closely to making the term ‘‘citizen-
ship’’ meaningless.

Madam Speaker, the LL.A. Times ran
a story about the illegal immigration
epidemic in this country and how much
it was putting pressure on our most
vulnerable citizens, in this case, those
awaiting organ transplants. And they
picked out one particular individual, a
lady by the name of Ana Puente who
was here illegally.

O 2015

She had already undergone three
liver transplants, two in 1989, and a
third in 1998, each paid for by tax-
payers, in this case, by the taxpayers
of California under a program that al-
lows for any individual in California to
be eligible for this kind of medical
service up until the time that they are
21 years old. And if they are unable to
pay for it, the State pays for it.

Well, when Ms. Puente turned 21 last
June, she aged out of her taxpayer-
funded health insurance in California.
So what did she do? She found out
something very interesting. She found
out that if she was here illegally,
which she was, and notified U.S. Immi-
gration and Customs of that fact, then
at that point in time she would be eli-
gible for the service, a free service. She
would be eligible for the medical serv-
ice that she wanted. Why? Because ille-
gal aliens in this country are entitled
to benefits under the Medi-Cal system.
So when she admitted her illegal status
in the country, her benefits were re-
stored, and she is now awaiting her
fourth transplant at taxpayer expense.

Madam Speaker, what this means is
that in California, if you’re an illegal
alien, you’re entitled to taxpayer-fund-
ed health care for complex procedures
like organ transplants. If you’re an
American, you may be out of luck. How
much money are we talking about?
Well, the average cost of a liver trans-
plant and the first year of follow up
runs about $500,000; anti-rejection
medications alone can run about $30,000
annually. As we all know well, liver do-
nors are also in scarce supply. In Cali-
fornia alone, 4,000 people are awaiting
livers.

It is amazing. We all know that the
health care system is a triage system.
Some things are allowed, some things
are available. One of the things that
should be considered is legal status in
this country.

———

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
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uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from
Washington (Mr. REICHERT) is recog-
nized for 60 minutes as the designee of
the minority leader.

Mr. REICHERT. Madam Speaker, it’s
an honor and a privilege for me to be a
servant of the people in the House of
Representatives.

I came to this office through a rather
unusual route. My first career was in
law enforcement. And we are here to-
night to recognize National Police
Week, and especially National Police
Memorial Day on Thursday.

My 33-year career in law enforcement
started in 1972. I was a 2l-year-old po-
lice officer, a sheriff’s deputy with the
King County Sheriff’s Office. I worked
patrol for 5 years. I worked as a prop-
erty crimes detective. I worked as a
homicide detective. And I've worked as
a lead detective on a serial murder
case. I've worked as a patrol sergeant,
SWAT commander, a hostage nego-
tiator—just about every aspect of law
enforcement that you can think of I've
been fortunate enough to experience—
and finally, my last 8 years as first
elected Sheriff in King County in al-
most 30 years. And here I stand today,
in my second term in the House of Rep-
resentatives, to talk about law enforce-
ment.

I feel I have, as you might guess,
some knowledge about what police offi-
cers do and what dangers they might
face. And this week especially is an im-
portant week to stop and think about
what police officers across this Nation
do. I think that sometimes we take
them for granted, the brave men and
women who serve all across this Nation
to protect us each and every day.

If you think about your life, think
about my life and what we do each day
by getting up in the morning, pre-
paring breakfast, going to work, going
to school, feeling safe, coming home
from work, picking up your children
from school, we sort of take those po-
lice cars for granted that we see patrol-
ling our neighborhood. And Sunday,
this past Sunday we celebrated Moth-
er’s Day, an opportunity for families to
get together with their children and
grandchildren, as I did on Sunday with
my three—actually, two of my children
showed up, and some of my grand-
children were there, but an oppor-
tunity for us to come together and cel-
ebrate the contribution that mothers
make to this Nation. And we did it
safely in our home.

But at the same time, I remember, as
I was sitting there this Sunday, and
most holidays, really, reflect back on
my career and think about those days
I was in a police car, as I drove around
the neighborhoods that I was patrol-
ling and recognizing that all of these
families were together on this special
day, Thanksgiving, New Year’s, Christ-
mas, Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, all
those days that bring families together
that I was driving around in my patrol
car in those communities, all the cars
parked at these homes, it was my job,
and my partner’s job on either side of
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me in the districts that they patrolled,
to keep them safe while they enjoyed
that day. We take that for granted. I
think we take our freedom for granted.

I once spoke at the University of
Washington not too long after taking
this office and I was talking to a group
of students, 400, 500 students or so, and
really was emphasizing the importance
of freedom and how much that we need
to embrace our freedom and recognize
that freedom isn’t free, not just the
men and women who are serving here
as police officers in our country, pro-
tecting us each day here at home, but
those men and women who are pro-
tecting our freedom all around the
world in our armed services.

And as I was a little bit passionate
about freedom and about how impor-
tant it is for us to recognize that if we
don’t guard freedom it will slip
through our fingertips, a young lady in
the class raised her hand and said—and
they still call me Sheriff, by the way—
Sheriff, I don’t understand why you're
talking about freedom so much. We
have been a free country for years, and
we’re going to continue to be free. That
really struck me, that one comment by
that young college student, because
she really pointed out what I had be-
lieved for a long time, that people in
this country are taking our freedom for
granted.

Success in our world today, success
in our communities today, it really de-
pends upon what our police officers do.
Remember your police officers out
there who are balancing, protecting
your neighborhoods every day. I was
the sheriff during WTO. We had 40 to 50
thousand people who were rioting in
the streets of Seattle in 1999.

Now, there is a great balance that
had to take place there as we tried to
bring peace to the city of Seattle dur-
ing those riots. Before the riots began,
people were saying, let’s go to Seattle
and listen to people speak and express
their freedom of speech. And then as
people arrived and some decided to cre-
ate havoc, people were a little bit nerv-
ous because crimes were being com-
mitted, the rights of other people were
being trampled upon by those who felt
that their freedom of speech was more
important than others who were trying
to express their freedom by going to
work, coming home, leaving and going
and moving and shopping and doing the
things that we do every day.

So at one point what we had to do in
WTO during those days was to shut the
city down. Certain segments of the city
of Seattle were cordoned off. There was
a curfew placed on the city of Seattle
on the citizens. So freedom was lost. If
you think about freedom on a con-
tinuum, you have the ‘‘freedom to’’ and
the ‘“‘freedom from.” ‘‘Freedom to” is
the police officers that raise their right
hand and say, I swear that I will uphold
the Constitution of the United States,
that I will protect your rights provided
to each and every citizen of the United
States of America. And on the other
end of the continuum you have the
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