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consistent with Alzheimer’s. On April
5, 2008, at the age of 84, Charlton
Heston passed away.

He once joked, ‘I have played three
presidents, three saints, and two
geniuses. If that does not create an ego
problem, nothing does.”” But arrogance
does not describe this humble man,
who pursued life as he did each of his
roles, a constant pursuit of unattain-
able perfection.

Despite numerous accolades, includ-
ing an Oscar, a Kennedy Center Life-
time Achievement Award, and the
Presidential Medal of Freedom, the
loving husband, devoted father of two
and grandfather of three, believed that
his family was his proudest achieve-
ment.

In his August 2002 announcement re-
garding his declining health, he emo-
tionally stated that, ‘“For an actor
there is no greater loss than his audi-
ence. I can part the Red Sea, but I
can’t part with you.”

Though he may have left us in body,
his spirit and legacy live on, a lifetime
of passionate commitment to freedom
in the truest sense.

I urge my colleagues to support this
resolution honoring a man who was as
much a hero on the big screen as he
was a hero in life.

With that, Mr. Speaker, I yield back
my time.

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I want to
first thank my friend, the gentleman
from Alaska (Mr. YOUNG), for bringing
this resolution, and urge my colleagues
to honor this great American by voting
in favor of the resolution.

Mr. SOUDER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
join my colleagues in supporting H. Con. Res.
1091 and honoring the life and contributions of
the late Charlton Heston.

A larger than life figure, Charlton Heston
was a World War |l veteran, president of the
Screen Actors Guild, and chairman of the
American Film Institute. He was celebrated—
as an Academy Award-winning actor and a re-
cipient of the Presidential Medal of Freedom.

Throughout his life, when he saw injustice,
Charlton Heston did not hesitate to take ac-
tion. It did not matter to him whether his posi-
tion was popular. He protested segregation,
marching alongside the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King during his campaign for civil rights, and
described Dr. King as a “20th century Moses
for his people.”

Never shy to take a stand, Charlton Heston
picketed a segregated movie theater
premiering one of his own movies. All of us
should commend his principled commitment to
civil rights.

His support for our Nation’s Bill of Rights
extended to the second amendment. Indeed,
for many of us, Charlton Heston’s most mem-
orable contribution may have been his fierce
advocacy for our right to keep and bear arms.
As president of the National Rifle Association,
NRA, Mr. Heston famously rallied millions of
Americans by holding a rifle over his head and
declaring that the Government would take it
only “from my cold, dead hands.”

When our rights were threatened by the
Federal Government, Charlton Heston—the
face of the NRA—inspired millions of us. This
legacy is lasting. And it never mattered to him
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that his stance wasn’t fashionable with Holly-
wood elites.

Not until the onset of Alzheimer's disease
did Charlton Heston begin to withdraw from
public life.

Mr. Speaker, | extend my heartfelt condo-
lences to the Heston family, especially Lydia,
his wife of 64 years. They must be proud of
Charlton Heston’s life, legacy, and contribu-
tions. We all are here.

Mr. CLAY. I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Missouri (Mr.
CLAY) that the House suspend the rules
and agree to the resolution, H. Res.
1091, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, I object
to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

——————

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF MOTHER’S DAY

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 1113) celebrating the
role of mothers in the United States
and supporting the goals and ideals of
Mother’s Day.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. REs. 1113

Whereas Mother’s Day is celebrated on the
second Sunday of each May;

Whereas the first official Mother’s Day was
observed on May 10, 1908, in Grafton, West
Virginia, and Philadelphia, Pennsylvania;

Whereas 2008 is the 100th anniversary of
the first official Mother’s Day observation;

Whereas in 1908, Elmer Burkett, a U.S.
Senator from Nebraska, proposed making
Mother’s Day a national holiday;

Whereas in 1914, Congress passed a resolu-
tion designating the second Sunday of May
as Mother’s Day;

Whereas it is estimated that there are
more than 82,000,000 mothers in the United
States;

Whereas mothers have made immeasurable
contributions toward building strong fami-
lies, thriving communities, and ultimately a
strong Nation;

Whereas the services rendered to the chil-
dren of the United States by their mothers
have strengthened and inspired the Nation
throughout its history;

Whereas we honor ourselves and mothers
in the United States when we revere and em-
phasize the importance of the role of the
home and family as the true foundation of
the Nation;

Whereas mothers continue to rise to the
challenge of raising their families with love,
understanding, and compassion, while over-
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coming the challenges of modern society;
and

Whereas May 11, 2008 is recognized as
Mother’s Day: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives celebrates the role of mothers in the
United States and supports the goals and
ideals of Mother’s Day.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Missouri (Mr. CLAY) and the gentleman
from Connecticut (Mr. SHAYS) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Missouri.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Missouri?

There was no objection.

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, with the an-
nual mother’s holiday just a few short
days away, I am pleased to join in the
consideration of H. Res. 1113, which
aims to recognize and celebrate the
role of mothers in our country by sup-
porting the goals and ideals of Moth-
er’s Day.

———

O 1600

H. Res. 1113 was introduced by JEFF
FORTENBERRY of Nebraska on April 16,
2008, and was considered and reported
from the Oversight Committee on May
1, 2008, by voice vote. Currently, the
bill is cosponsored by 54 Members of
Congress and provides us all an oppor-
tunity to pay tribute to the impor-
tance of mothers and motherhood in
general.

It was on May 10, 1908, that our coun-
try first officially observed Mother’s
Day. On this day, church services, or-
ganized by Mother’s Day founder Anna
Jarvis in honor of her own recently de-
ceased mother Ann Marie Reeve Jarvis,
were held in Grafton, West Virginia,
and Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

Following these services, the notion
of celebrating motherhood gained a
widespread popularity across the Na-
tion leading to the creation of the
Mother’s Day International Associa-
tion, which came into being on Decem-
ber 12, 1912, to promote and encourage
meaningful observances of the role of
mothers. However, it wasn’t until May
9, 1914, that a presidential proclama-
tion was issued that declared the sec-
ond Sunday of May was to be observed
as Mother’s Day in America to honor
all mothers.

And now, here we are 100 years later
and Mother’s Day continues to hold a
special place in the hearts of countless
Americans as they set aside the second
Sunday of every May to show their ap-
preciation, love, and gratitude for the
role of mothers.

Mr. Speaker, let’s also lift our voices
in praise and thanks not only for the
role in which our own mothers play,
but for the contributions the 82.5 mil-
lion American mothers make on a
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daily basis for the betterment of their
children and the advancement of our
country.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to prove to my mother that I am
a better son than the gentleman that I
need to yield to, given that it’s his res-
olution, Mr. FORTENBERRY. So he gets
the prize of being the best son in the
Chamber.

I yield the gentleman from Nebraska
such time as he may consume.

Mr. FORTENBERRY. Let me add
parenthetically before I begin that I
am sure the gentleman from Con-
necticut is a fine son as well. But
thank you for your kind introduction.

Mr. Speaker, in 1908, the United
States Senator from Nebraska, Elmer
Burkett, rose before his colleagues to
propose that Mother’s Day be recog-
nized as a national holiday. Notably,
the Senator’s proposal was defeated in
a maelstrom of sensitivities concerning
the role of women in society and the
role of the Federal Government in hon-
oring them. However, despite this set-
back, most States adopted Mother’s
Day celebrations 2 year after, and in
1914, due in large part to the unceasing
dedication of support of a number of
persons around the country, including
Mrs. Jarvis that Representative CLAY
mentioned, Congress passed a resolu-
tion declaring the second Sunday in
May as Mother’s Day.

President Woodrow Wilson then
issued a proclamation directing the
flying of the flag as ‘‘a public expres-
sion of our love and reverence for the
mothers of our country.” One hundred
years later, I now have the honor of
rising to renew Senator Burkett’s be-
ginning effort to support the goals and
ideals of Mother’s Day.

Mothers have been celebrated
throughout history in many languages,
religions, and cultures, yet the practice
remains far from antiquated. Few tra-
ditions have withstood the test of time
as the social celebration of mothers.
From its early Egyptian roots to our
modern American holiday, the com-
memoration of mothers is timeless.

We now honor all mothers without
debate as to their role in politics or the
Federal justification in doing so be-
cause they are mothers and thus make
an immeasurable contribution to the
very core of our society. Mothers sus-
tain and strengthen our Nation
through their leadership in the family
and community. Despite the dynamic
nature of society, the ability of moth-
ers to rise to the challenge of raising
their families, with love and under-
standing and compassion, remains con-
stant.

As we commemorate mothers for the
integral role they play in shaping the
course of our Nation’s past, present,
and future, we also revere and empha-
size the importance of the role of the
family and the home as the true and
ever-present foundation of America.

Each day in Congress, we tirelessly
debate the challenges and nuances of
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maternity with limited time for appro-
priate philosophical reflection. So, Mr.
Speaker, it is refreshing today that we
have a resolution as this before us now.
This Sunday, I and millions of Ameri-
cans will thank our mothers who have
shaped our lives and our country.

Mr. Speaker, I wish your mother and
all mothers a Happy Mother’s Day.

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I continue
to reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume and
rise in support of H. Res 1113 sup-
porting the goals and ideals of Moth-
er’s Day and to celebrate its 100th an-
niversary.

This Sunday, May 11, many Ameri-
cans will take a moment to remember
the estimated 82 million mothers for
their immeasurable contributions to-
wards building strong families, thriv-
ing communities, and frankly, a strong
country.

The first Mother’s Day was cele-
brated in Grafton, West Virginia, on
May 10, 1908. From there, the custom
caught on, quickly spreading to 45
other States. In 1914, President Wood-
row Wilson declared the first national
Mother’s Day as a day for American
citizens to show the flag in honor of
those mothers whose sons had died in
war.

Today, this holiday has grown to in-
clude all mothers in times of war and
peace. Traditionally, mothers have rep-
resented the backbone of families in
every culture throughout the world.
Mothers are called upon to nurture,
teach, and provide guidance to those
that have been entrusted in their care.
It is their responsibility to raise pro-
ductive citizens of their communities
and ultimately, the world.

As Washington Irving said, ‘““A moth-
er is the truest friend we have, when
trials heavy and sudden, fall upon us;
when adversity takes the place of pros-
perity; when friends who rejoice with
us in our sunshine desert us; when
trouble thickens around us, still will
she cling to us, and endeavor by her
kind precepts and counsels to dissipate
the clouds of darkness, and cause peace
to return to our hearts.”

It is that very peace in our hearts
which brings us to honor the women we
hold dear and to show steadfast sup-
port of our mother’s love that helps
shape us throughout our lives.

For this reason, I urge the passage of
H. Res 1113. I thank all mothers, and I
thank my mother, Margaret Oliver

Shays.
I yield back the balance of my time.
Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, let me

thank the gentleman from Nebraska
(Mr. FORTENBERRY) for bringing this
timely resolution to the floor. And also
let me wish all of the sisters, mothers,

aunts, mnieces, grandmothers, and
friends Happy Mother’s Day this Sun-
day.

I yield back the balance of my time.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Missouri (Mr.
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CLAY) that the House suspend the rules
and agree to the resolution, H. Res.
1113.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, I object
to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

————

SENSE OF HOUSE OF ESTAB-
LISHING A NATIONAL TEACHER
DAY

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 952) expressing the sense
of the House of Representatives that
there should be established a National
Teacher Day to honor and celebrate
teachers in the United States.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 952

Whereas the education of children in the
United States is the foundation of the future
success of the United States;

Whereas education is critical for the cre-
ation of an innovative workforce and for in-
creasing the global competitiveness of the
United States;

Whereas teachers help students cultivate
the knowledge and principles necessary to be
successful in life;

Whereas teachers are held to high expecta-
tions, while often receiving little compensa-
tion;

Whereas teachers help instill civic respon-
sibility among students in the United States;

Whereas teachers deserve annual national
recognition for their knowledge, selfless
dedication to their profession, compassion,
and sacrifice; and

Whereas the Tuesday of the first full week
of May of each year is an appropriate day for
the establishment of National Teacher Day:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the House
of Representatives that—

(1) there should be established a National
Teacher Day to honor and celebrate teach-
ers; and

(2) the President should issue a proclama-
tion calling on the people of the United
States to observe such a day with appro-
priate ceremonies, programs, and activities.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Missouri (Mr. CLAY) and the gentleman
from Connecticut (Mr. SHAYS) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Missouri.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members have 5
legislative days to revise and extend
their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Missouri?
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