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$40,000 per person, not increase it to
$60,000 per person. Yet we’re being ac-
cused of trying to completely dis-
mantle the family farm by not increas-
ing the subsidies that are being paid
out right now. We’re simply saying
they should remain where they are in
current law.

So despite all the talk about stable
food prices for citizens of the United
States, or whatever else, remember,
this motion to instruct has nothing to
do with that. This simply has to do
with a program that gives direct pay-
ments to people who, in many cases, do
not farm at all, that has no tie to crop
prices, whether they’re high or whether
they’re low.

Let me simply say also that the ad-
ministration said this week, this plan
would result, talking about the current
iteration of the farm bill, this plan
would result in the continuation of
farm subsidy payments to individuals
with extremely high incomes.

The administration also said, this is
not reform, and does not move Con-
gress closer to a farm bill that the
President would sign.

I certainly hope that the President
sticks with that commitment. We need
a farm bill that honors our commit-
ment to have some fiscal responsibility
here. Upping the limit of direct pay-
ments, increasing it by 50 percent, is
not fiscally responsible.

So I would encourage my colleagues
to join us in voting for this motion to
instruct. Discount the debate that
doesn’t have anything to do with this
debate on whether or not the conferees
should accept the current subsidies or
increase them.

With that, I thank the gentleman
from Wisconsin for his words and for
all those who have participated. I
would encourage a vote in favor of the
motion to instruct.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the previous question is or-
dered on the motion to instruct.

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion to instruct
offered by the gentleman from Arizona
(Mr. FLAKE).

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the noes appeared to have it.

Mr. FLAKE. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
postponed vote on the motion to sus-
pend the rules with regard to House
Concurrent Resolution 308 will be
taken tomorrow.
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SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, and under a previous
order of the House, the following Mem-
bers will be recognized for 5 minutes
each.

————
SYRIA AND NORTH KOREA CON-
SPIRE TO BUILD NUCLEAR
WEAPONS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, North Korea
and Syria were working together with
Pakistan rogue scientist Abdul Khan
to build a nuclear reactor in Syria, ca-
pable of producing plutonium for two
nuclear weapons within a year of when
it was destroyed by Israeli jets in Sep-
tember of 2007.

Israel, by the way, has not confirmed
or denied the air strikes. But Israel
acted in self-defense and self-interest
because of the fact that Israel is so
close to Syria.

Mr. Speaker, here is a map of the
area. We have Syria and, of course, we
have Israel and Iraq and then, of
course, Iran on the other side. And here
is the location in Eastern Syria where
the nuclear facility was being built,
with the aid of the North Koreans.
From that location, in Alkibar facility,
it is only 450 miles to Tel Aviv, where
the majority of the Israelis live.
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This whole area, of course, is in
somewhat of a turmoil because of the
fact you have Syria and the rogue dic-
tator in Iran working together with
the North Koreans to facilitate the de-
velopment of nuclear weapons for all
three countries.

The CIA has reported recently that
North Korea is building Syria a reactor
similar to the one that they have in
North Korea. And North Korea then
helped the Syrians cover up the results
of the bombing after the reactor was
destroyed.

Here are four photographs that the
CIA has released and declassified just
this week. Over on the top corner here
is a photograph of North Korea’s nu-
clear reactor that is capable of pro-
ducing plutonium. You will see right
next to it Syria’s nuclear reactor as it
was being built. It was built with the
same floor plan, the same design as the
North Korean facility that is in North
Korea. This photograph was taken of
Syria’s reactor shortly before it was
blown up.

Here is an aerial photograph of Syr-
ia’s reactor, and you can see, Mr.
Speaker, it’s camouflaged to the extent
that it looks just like a boxed building
just in the eastern part of Syria with
nothing anywhere close to it. And after
Israeli jets came in and bombed the fa-
cility, this photograph on the bottom
corner shows the results of the Syrian
reactor after it was bombed by the
Israeli jets.
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And what is interesting, after the
Israeli jets came in and bombed this fa-
cility, the North Koreans and the Syr-
ians started working together very
quickly to destroy what was left of this
facility and bury it in the desert and
then put in its place another facility, a
building that looks just like this one
but obviously, based on intelligence, is
just a shell and not really used for any
purpose whatsoever.

The purpose, of course, to build the
second building was to let the world
know that they didn’t have anything in
this area, but of course, we know that
they buried all of their equipment and
all of their nuclear devices or equip-
ment, I should say, in the desert under-
neath the bombing that was done by
the Israeli pilots.

So it’s important for us to be aware
of the contact and the working of
North Korea with Syria. It is not a re-
cent development. North Korea started
working with Syria to build this facil-
ity in 2001, and they have continued to
work with them until they started ac-
tually building this facility that would
be capable of producing plutonium and
at least to be able to build two nuclear
weapons within a year.

North Korea is a nuclear threat and
appears to help any nation with evil in-
tentions, and the whole world needs to
know about it. The countries of Iran,
North Korea, and now Syria need to be
known to all the world that they are
nations with hearts that are fatally
built on mischief and with malice
aforethought. They build nuclear fa-
cilities with no redeemable, peaceful
intentions. The normal, peaceful coun-
tries of our planet, especially those in
the Middle East, cannot allow these
three nations to have nuclear nonsense
continue. They are on a path of de-
struction for at least somebody else,
other than themselves, if their inten-
tions are not stopped.

As for the nameless Israeli bomber
pilots who flew these missions to de-
stroy this nuclear facility capable of
later being able to build nuclear weap-
ons, they are thanked for their job well
done, and the world needs to be aware
that North Korea, Syria, and Iran seem
to continue to work together to thwart
world peace by building facilities that
are capable of destruction for other
countries, especially their neighbors.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

BRING OUR TROOPS HOME AND
HELP IRAQ HEAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, today I
joined Representatives MAXINE WA-
TERS, BARBARA LEE, and ALCEE
HASTINGS in hosting a remarkable
photo exhibit reception focusing on the
appalling refugee situation resulting
from the occupation of Iraq.

Renowned photographer, Gabriela
Bulisova, traveled to Syria to docu-
ment the plight of the millions of
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Iraqis who have been forced from their
homes and from their homelands. The
photos show the tragic human side of
the international refugee crisis, and in
the faces of the children, you see confu-
sion and fear. How do you explain to a
child why he must leave his home, her
friends, his school? How do you explain
where her father is, or why his neigh-
borhood is riddled with concrete and
burned-out hulls of cars?

Nearly 5 million Iraqis have become
refugees because of the occupation and
civil war ravaging their nation. Inter-
national relief organizations believe
that 2 million of those 5 million refu-
gees have fled their own nations and
have sought safe haven in surrounding
countries including Jordan, Syria, and
Lebanon.

The photos in the exhibit were taken
in Damascus. They are a glimpse into
the lives of the all-too-often nameless
and faceless. How can we even think
about what it means to have 5 million
people without a permanent home? It
would be the same as if the entire pop-
ulation of the State of Kentucky or
Colorado or Minnesota was suddenly
evacuated from its State. No homes, no
jobs. A detachment from everything we
take for granted: income, schooling,
access to financial savings, being close
to one’s family doctor. Some people
even lose the very land upon which
their homes are built.

The United States State Department
made a commitment to assist in the
voluntary resettlement, but despite a
promise to take in 7,000 refugees in fis-
cal year 2007, only 1,600 were admitted
into our country. In the last 6 months,
State has only permitted an average of
400 people a month. At this pace, we’re
going to miss the target by a huge
amount again.

We owe the Iraqi people more, Mr.
Speaker. Certainly more than broken
promises and despair. We cannot solely
rely on the good graces of Iraq’s neigh-
bors or the assistance of the United Na-
tions. This is a problem that we start-
ed, and it is our moral obligation to
help resolve it.

The U.S., the United States of Amer-
ica, must end the occupation of Iraq
and focus on the real needs of the Iraqi
people. If we took even a fraction of
what we are paying to occupy a nation
in the middle of a civil war and put it
towards the refugee crisis, we could
change millions of lives and offer real
hope for their future.

Next week or the week after, the
House may consider the Iraq spending
bill. Instead of extending the adminis-
tration’s occupation of Iraq, let’s reaf-
firm our commitment to the Iraqi peo-
ple through humanitarian assistance.
Let’s bring our troops and military
contractors home, and let’s help Iraq
begin to heal.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. JONES of North Carolina ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
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pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. GARRETT)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. KAPTUR addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

E—

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. WELLER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. WELLER of Illinois addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

————
SUNSET MEMORIAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. FRANKS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Mr. Speaker, |
stand once again before this House with yet
another Sunset Memorial.

It is April 30, 2008, in the land of the free
and the home of the brave, and before the
sun set today in America, almost 4,000 more
defenseless unborn children were killed by
abortion on demand. That's just today, Mr.
Speaker. That's more than the number of in-
nocent lives lost on September 11 in this
country, only it happens every day.

It has now been exactly 12,882 days since
the tragedy called Roe v. Wade was first
handed down. Since then, the very foundation
of this Nation has been stained by the blood
of almost 50 million of its own children. Some
of them, Mr. Speaker, died and screamed as
they did so, but because it was amniotic fluid
passing over the vocal cords instead of air, no
one could hear them.

And all of them had at least four things in
common. First, they were each just little ba-
bies who had done nothing wrong to anyone,
and each one of them died a nameless and
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lonely death. And each one of their mothers,
whether she realizes it or not, will never be
quite the same. And all the gifts that these
children might have brought to humanity are
now lost forever. Yet even in the glare of such
tragedy, this generation still clings to a blind,
invincible ignorance while history repeats itself
and our own silent genocide mercilessly anni-
hilates the most helpless of all victims, those
yet unborn.

Mr. Speaker, perhaps it's time for those of
us in this Chamber to remind ourselves of why
we are really all here. Thomas Jefferson said,
“The care of human life and its happiness and
not its destruction is the chief and only object
of good government.” The phrase in the 14th
Amendment capsulizes our entire Constitution,
it says, “No State shall deprive any person of
life, liberty or property without due process of
law.” Mr. Speaker, protecting the lives of our
innocent citizens and their constitutional rights
is why we are all here.

The bedrock foundation of this Republic is
the clarion declaration of the self-evident truth
that all human beings are created equal and
endowed by their Creator with the unalienable
rights of life, liberty and the pursuit of happi-
ness. Every conflict and battle our Nation has
ever faced can be traced to our commitment
to this core, self-evident truth.

It has made us the beacon of hope for the
entire world. Mr. Speaker, it is who we are.

And yet today another day has passed, and
we in this body have failed again to honor that
foundational commitment. We have failed our
sworn oath and our God-given responsibility
as we broke faith with nearly 4,000 more inno-
cent American babies who died today without
the protection we should have given them.

Mr. Speaker, let me conclude in the hope
that perhaps someone new who heard this
Sunset Memorial tonight will finally embrace
the truth that abortion really does kill little ba-
bies; that it hurts mothers in ways that we can
never express; and that 12,882 days spent
kiling nearly 50 million unborn children in
America is enough; and that the America that
rejected human slavery and marched into Eu-
rope to arrest the Nazi Holocaust is still coura-
geous and compassionate enough to find a
better way for mothers and their unborn ba-
bies than abortion on demand.

So tonight, Mr. Speaker, may we each re-
mind ourselves that our own days in this sun-
shine of life are also numbered and that all too
soon each one of us will walk from these
Chambers for the very last time.

And if it should be that this Congress is al-
lowed to convene on yet another day to come,
may that be the day when we finally hear the
cries of innocent unborn children. May that be
the day when we find the humanity, the cour-
age, and the will to embrace together our
human and our constitutional duty to protect
these, the least of our tiny, litle American
brothers and sisters from this murderous
scourge upon our Nation called abortion on
demand.

It is April 30, 2008, 12,882 days since Roe
versus Wade first stained the foundation of
this Nation with the blood of its own children,
this in the land of the free and the home of the
brave.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. FLAKE) is
recognized for 5 minutes.
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