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Today’s bill recognizes teachers, but they 

deserve more than recognition. We have to 
make sure we are taking tangible steps to as-
sist them. And that means funding for our 
schools, high quality training, and fair pay. It 
means making sure that every teacher is pre-
pared to walk into the classroom and every 
teacher has support through the school day. 

We trust our Nation’s teachers with our 
most important task—caring for and educating 
our children. We need to honor their commit-
ment and support that mission. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today in strong support of H. Res. 1130 
‘‘Recognizing the roles and contributions of 
America’s teachers to building and enhancing 
our Nation’s civic, cultural, and economic well 
being,’’ introduced by my distinguished col-
league from Missouri, Representative, SAM 
GRAVES. This important legislation illustrates a 
Nation’s commitment to recognize the work 
and fortitude of America’s teachers. It is the 
teacher’s remarkable dedication to our stu-
dents and their tireless efforts in support of 
education. These hard workers deserve the 
care, the admiration, and the benefits they 
have earned through their honorable service. 

From the beginning, our Nation has recog-
nized the importance of education and has al-
ways taken a leading role in its development. 
Teachers provide an education that represents 
mankind’s potential to turn distant dreams into 
a practical reality. The expansion of our hori-
zons has been essential for reasons beyond 
the advances it may provide. An education is 
a symbol of upward mobility and privileged 
wisdom. It is the foundation in which we gen-
erate innovative technology, methods and 
ideas that are used for the advancement of 
society. A higher education is vital. As we 
progress in technology and other critical ad-
vancements, there is a continuing shift from 
blue-collar to white-collar occupations; the 
number of available traditional jobs decline 
and new jobs demand greater sophistication, 
expertise, and an advanced degree. 

Teachers are the catalyst to the quality of 
life and the gatekeepers to extensive knowl-
edge. An instructor’s dedication to educating 
and conveying knowledge is significant to the 
foundation of America’s present and potential 
strength. Horace Mann, a well-renowned politi-
cian and educator, articulated the goals of 
public schools in the 1800s; not only would 
the country provide public schools, but there 
would be a teacher hired by the locals. Edu-
cation was once decentralized to the level of 
the classroom where educators believed their 
‘‘professional place’’ was in the classrooms. 
Instructors viewed teaching as a true profes-
sion; however, before long, they were ex-
pected to solve problems of society. Teachers 
were expected to teach health, sexual edu-
cation, D.A.R.E., driver’s education and sup-
plementary courses that were not in conjunc-
tion with regular academia. Teachers provide 
an education which represents mankind’s ca-
pability to turn remote dreams into a sensible 
reality. Teachers play a significant role in the 
greatness and affluence of the United States. 
Therefore, I humbly commend teachers for 
their outstanding contributions to this great 
Nation and throughout the year for their 
unyielding dedication and spirit to educate. 

Mr. Speaker, we should continuously honor 
the teachers who have given their lives in 
service to this country. May 6, 2008 is Teach-
er Appreciation Day; this day will celebrate 

and recognize the valuable services that mil-
lions of teachers provide to the nation. Teach-
er Appreciation Day should be the crescendo 
of a years long’s worth of recognition efforts. 
All too often, the contributions made by teach-
ers to our country are forgotten. During Na-
tional Teacher Appreciation Week, which is 
May 4, 2008, through May 10, 2008, the pro-
fession of teaching is promoted to encourage 
students, parents, school administrators, and 
public officials to partake in teacher apprecia-
tion events. It is fitting that we take time each 
year during Teacher Appreciation Week to 
thank our teachers—as the work they do has 
a tremendous and very direct effect on the 
lives of young people. As President Bush has 
said, ‘‘There’s nothing more noble than to 
teach.’’ 

The innumerable contributions of teachers 
are invaluable and shall never go unnoticed. 
The strategic teaching methods that teachers 
employ are ostensibly successful. Because of 
the exceptional work of their students, their in-
volvement should never be disregarded. 
Teachers and other education staff undeniably 
deserve the respect of their students and com-
munities for their selfless dedication to com-
munity service and the future of our Nation’s 
children. 

I strongly urge my colleagues to join me in 
supporting this important legislation, and, in- 
so-doing, honoring teachers and recognizing 
the lasting contributions they make to our 
lives. 

Mr. TIAHRT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to ex-
press my support for H. Res. 1130, and for 
our Nation’s teachers. Their hard work and 
dedication to the students of this Nation is ex-
emplary, and I commend them for it. 

If the United States is to remain competitive, 
if our economy is to continue to grow, our chil-
dren must have access to quality education, 
specifically in the areas of science and mathe-
matics. One of the best ways to stimulate the 
economy is through a well-rounded and well- 
educated workforce. A quality education pro-
vides options for students to achieve the skills 
necessary to successfully compete in today’s 
demanding job market. And our students 
would not be able to obtain a quality education 
were it not for the dedication of America’s 
educators. 

Teachers in this Nation are over-worked, 
and under-appreciated. Teaching has never 
been an easy profession. The work of teach-
ers extends far beyond the time spent in the 
classroom, preparing lessons, grading papers, 
and looking for additional ways to enhance the 
educational experience in the classroom. We 
in Congress have not made their jobs any 
easier. In our, albeit laudable, effort to en-
hance the performance of our students, we 
have placed additional requirements on our 
teachers that demand more and more of their 
time. Federal regulations place additional 
pressure on both teachers and students. Our 
teachers do not receive nearly enough rec-
ognition for the care and concern they show 
for their students. 

So today, I take the time to thank the many 
teachers who helped educate a restless boy 
that now has the honor of serving in this re-
markable institution, the teachers who have 
guided my children and given them the skills 
to pursue their dreams, and also my beloved 
wife, Vicki, who has used her many talents to 
help teach children with disabilities. I urge my 
colleagues to show their support for America’s 
teachers by voting in favor of this resolution. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
DAVIS) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 1130. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND 
IDEALS HIGHLIGHTED THROUGH 
NATIONAL VOLUNTEER WEEK 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution (H. Res. 1119) supporting 
the goals and ideals highlighted 
through National Volunteer Week. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1119 

Whereas National Volunteer Week will be 
observed during the week of April 27, 2008 
through May 3, 2008; 

Whereas the National Volunteer Week will 
give Americans the opportunity to thank 
some of our Nation’s most valuable assets, 
our volunteers, and to recognize the myriad 
of ways they improve our communities; 

Whereas the theme of this year’s National 
Volunteer Week is ‘‘Volunteer to Change the 
World’’, and is about engaging individuals in 
service, inspiring a Nation to join a move-
ment for change, and recognizing the deserv-
ing volunteers, including those that have re-
ceived the President’s Volunteer Service 
Award, for their work in their local commu-
nities; 

Whereas National Volunteer Week began in 
1974 when President Nixon signed an Execu-
tive Order establishing the week as an an-
nual celebration of volunteering, and since 
then, every United States President, along 
with many governors, mayors, and other 
elected officials has signed a proclamation 
promoting National Volunteer Week; 

Whereas about 61,000,000 people volun-
teered through or for an organization at 
least once between September 2006 and Sep-
tember 2007, according to a recent survey by 
the United States Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics, which represents more than a quarter of 
the total United States population; 

Whereas an analysis of data from the Lon-
gitudinal Study of Aging found that those 
individuals who volunteer have lower mor-
tality rates than those who do not volunteer 
and research shows that communities with 
high levels of social networks have higher 
levels of parental engagement in schools, 
stronger local economies, less crime, and 
lower incidence of illnesses; 

Whereas volunteers have contributed to 
the enhancement and improvement of com-
munities across the United States, especially 
with respect to the aftermath of the hurri-
canes on the Gulf Coast; and 

Whereas National Volunteer Week will 
continue to build awareness of the role that 
volunteers play in local, national, and inter-
national communities, and their commit-
ment and dedication to improving lives, 
strengthening communities, and fostering 
civic engagement through service and volun-
teering: Now, therefore, be it 
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Resolved, That the United States House of 

Representatives— 
(1) supports the goals and ideals high-

lighted through National Volunteer Week; 
(2) acknowledges the diligent efforts of our 

major federally funded community service 
and volunteer programs; 

(3) recognizes with gratitude the contribu-
tions of the millions of dedicated and caring 
individuals who have chosen to serve others 
through volunteerism; and 

(4) encourages all American people, of any 
age and background, to seek out opportuni-
ties to serve through volunteerism. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. DAVIS) and the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. PLATTS) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 

request 5 legislative days in which 
Members may have the opportunity to 
insert material relevant to H. Res. 1119 
into the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to support 
the designation of April 27 to May 3, 
2008, as National Volunteer Week, and 
to laud the efforts of volunteers who 
serve without reward to support Amer-
ica’s communities. 

National Volunteer Week is an oppor-
tunity to engage individuals through-
out the Nation in a common goal of 
service to better our Nation. This 
year’s theme, Volunteer to Change the 
World, hopes to inspire all people to 
connect with their community and 
truly make a difference through work-
ing together to effect positive change. 
In addition to many volunteer opportu-
nities, the week will recognize deserv-
ing volunteers with the President’s 
Volunteer Service Award and other sig-
nificant signs of thanks. 

Next week, volunteers across the Na-
tion will work on a wide variety of 
projects. Activities range from commu-
nity arts projects, school renovations, 
park rehabilitation, and many more 
equally engaging projects. With a large 
force of volunteers working together, 
National Volunteer Week will dem-
onstrate the power of volunteerism and 
highlight the strength of compassion. 
The large number of volunteers will 
continue to inspire the Nation to mobi-
lize for positive change and help people 
discover their ability to make a dif-
ference. 

Volunteering has far reaching posi-
tive impacts on the community as a 
whole, and even on individual volun-
teers themselves. Research has shown 
that communities with high levels of 
social capital have a higher quality of 
life. Communities with strong volun-
teer networks, therefore, are healthy 
and dynamic places to live and work. 
Additionally, data shows that individ-

uals who volunteer live longer than 
those who do not. Individuals and com-
munities reap numerous constructive 
benefits from volunteering and can be 
the center of positive social change. 

So, Mr. Speaker, once again I express 
my support for National Volunteer 
Week, and recognize all the hard work 
that volunteers put in on a daily basis. 
I encourage more people to become vol-
unteers and recognize the fact that, by 
working together, we can more effec-
tively meet the challenges our Nation 
face. I urge my colleagues to support 
this resolution. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. PLATTS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
I rise today in support of House Reso-

lution 1119, which supports the goals 
and ideals highlighted through Na-
tional Volunteer Week. I am proud to 
have introduced this resolution, with 
my National Service Caucus cochairs, 
Representatives CHRIS SHAYS, DAVID 
PRICE, and DORIS MATSUI, as well as 
Representative BUCK MCKEON. 

Mr. Speaker, National Volunteer 
Week was created in 1974, when Presi-
dent Richard Nixon signed an executive 
order to establish the week as an an-
nual celebration of volunteering. Every 
year since that time, each President of 
the United States, along with many 
Governors, mayors, and other elected 
officials, have signed a proclamation 
promoting National Volunteer Week. 

This year, National Volunteer Week 
is being recognized this very week, 
April 27 to May 3. Various events are 
being held throughout the Nation to 
promote the 2008 theme of ‘‘Volunteer 
to Change the World.’’ 

Throughout the history of the United 
States, Americans have valued an ethic 
of service. Volunteering not only has a 
positive impact on local communities, 
but also on the volunteer himself or 
herself. Those Americans who give 
their time to serve are valuable assets 
to our local communities, and National 
Volunteer Week is our opportunity to 
thank them for their service and to en-
courage others to serve. 

Across our country, Americans of all 
ages, backgrounds, and abilities are do-
nating their time and talents to 
schools, churches, hospitals, and local 
nonprofits in an effort to improve their 
communities and serve a purpose 
greater than themselves. According to 
data collected over the past 30 years by 
the United States Census Bureau, 
Americans are volunteering at histori-
cally high rates. Between September 
2006 and September 2007, 61.2 million 
Americans donated their time to help 
others, by mentoring students, 
beautifying neighborhoods, restoring 
homes after disasters, and much more. 

In fact, earlier this week I had the 
pleasure of participating in a recogni-
tion ceremony at a local senior center, 
the Red Land Area Senior Center in 
York County, Pennsylvania, where doz-
ens of senior volunteers and others 
were recognized for thousands of hours 
of donated volunteer service time in 

2007. In fact, the top two volunteers 
recognized, Jim Fitzkee and Leona 
Deardorff, each contributed almost 700 
hours of volunteer service to this cen-
ter in 2007. 

Volunteering is not only a rewarding 
but a necessary aspect of meeting the 
most pressing needs facing our Nation, 
including combating crime and gangs, 
poverty, disasters, illiteracy, and 
homelessness. Volunteering is also an 
important part of maintaining the 
health of our citizens, as research con-
sistently shows that those who volun-
teer, especially those 65 years of age 
and older, lead healthier lives than 
those who do not engage in their com-
munities. The intangible benefits 
alone, such as pride, satisfaction, em-
powerment, and accomplishment are 
worthwhile reasons to serve and give 
back. 

Today I would like to recognize the 
diligent efforts of our major federally 
funded community service and volun-
teer service programs, thank the mil-
lions of dedicated and caring volun-
teers for their service, and encourage 
all Americans to give of themselves to 
make a difference in their local com-
munities. I urge my colleagues to sup-
port House Resolution 1119. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
urge passage of this resolution. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
DAVIS) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 1119. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE 
DESIGNATION OF APRIL 2008 AS 
NATIONAL SARCOIDOSIS AWARE-
NESS MONTH 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 

move to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution (H. Res. 1149) expressing 
support for the designation of April 
2008 as National Sarcoidosis Awareness 
Month, and supporting efforts to de-
vote new resources to research the 
causes of the disease, environmental 
and otherwise, along with treatments 
and workforce strategies to support in-
dividuals with sarcoidosis, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1149 

Whereas sarcoidosis is a noncontagious 
systemic disease of unknown origin and is 
commonly diagnosed with the detection of 
inflamed, microscopic growths called 
granulomas that grow and often affect the 
lungs, skin, eyes, and nervous system; 

Whereas sarcoidosis can affect any organ 
of the body and more than one organ at any 
given time; 
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